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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

A. The Background of the Problem

Motivation is one of the some strategies that should be had by the

teacher in teaching and learning process. Motivation is not based on the book

that only developing examples, formulas, and language style, but motivation

leads to possibilities for fostering the development of students' potential or

"life chances".1 Motivation has a primary responsibility in education to help

students cultivate personal qualities of motivation that can give them

resources for developing aspiration, independent learning, achieving goals,

and fostering resiliency in the face of setbacks. 2 Specially motivation in

speaking skill.

Motivation in speaking cannot be produced by students without having

skill of grammar well and enought vocabulary along with shift part of speech

in English. In accordance to Elizabeth Grugeon ideas,points out that

“motivation is a wonderful readymade resource”.3

As one of the language skills, speaking has the important function that

is not different from ladders house comodity that is consumed by every

person, especially literate society.

1M. Kay Alderman. Motivation of Achievement: Possibilities for Teaching and Learning.
(London: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates. 2004). P.3.

2Ibid. P.3.

3Grugeon Elizabeth.Teaching Speaking & Listening in the Primary School. (London: David
Fulton. 2005). P.1.
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In English teaching and learning process of Indonesian schools,

speaking skill is provided as language skill that should be mastered  by

students. Speaking is not only a difficult skill for every student but also an

activity which challenge in daily life. The same idea is also pointed out by

David Nunan, “although speaking is totally natural, speaking in a language

other than our own is anything simple”. 4 The defenition implies that, in

speaking process the students will be able to understand about the language

used by speaker.

State Junior High School 21 Pekanbaru is one of high schools in Riau

province located in Soekarno Hatta Street Pekanbaru. English is one of the

course subjects taught and examined in National Examination. Speaking is

one of the English skills that has been taught of the first year students, and it

should be mastered by the students in this school. State Junior High School

21 Pekanbaru adopts Kurikulum Tingkat Satuan Pendidikan (KTSP). In this

school, the basic competence state in the syllabus of State Junior High School

21 Pekanbaru for first year is the students will be able to express information

of genre of texts, such as monologue of report, narrative, spoof, hortatory, and

analytical exposition and talking directly with others.5

Based on the writer’s preliminary observation on  April 23, 2013 in

State Junior High School 21 Pekanbaru, English subject has been taught since

4Nunan David. Practical English Language Teaching. (New York: McGraw Hill. 2003). P.48.
5 Hj. Misrawati, S.Pd. “Syllabus of 21 State Junior High SchoolPekanbaru 2013-2014”.

(Pekanbaru: Unpublished. 2013). P.1.
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the first year of English teaching period. It is taught twice in a week with time

duration 45 minutes for one hour learning process. In teaching English at the

first year of State Junior High School 21 Pekanbaru, the teacher teaches the

students by using convensional technique. In this technique, teacher reviews

the topic based on material given by using English. The students are given the

chance to share their ideas in order to know how the students’ ability is. At

the end of teaching and learning activity, the teacher gives students feedback

toward their presentation and asks them to prepare for the next topic that will

be discussed in the next meeting. Besides that, in outside the class room, the

teacher also supports it by providing other program such as English day. That

is done by the teacher continuously.

From the explanation above, ideally the students at the State Junior

High School 21 Pekanbaru should be able to speak English. In fact, the

students are not able to speak and they are still lazy to show up their

speaking. Beside that the students are quite difficult to communicate by using

English. They are accustomed to using their native language than using

English in their daily life. In class, the students get difficulties and lazy to use

English for communicative objectives even in the simple form or we may not

the students who are able to point the answer of the question on a

conversation but they cannot explain their reason in choosing the answer. The

fact can be seen in the actual indicators as follows:
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1. Some of the students are afraid to communicate in English in the

classroom.

2. Some of the students are seldom to communicate in English outside

classroom.

3. Some of the students are shy to communicate in English.

4. Some of the students just silent in classroom.

5. Some of the students have low participation in the discussion class.

Based on the indicators above to motivate and improve the students in

speaking English is needed an appropriate strategy that can help them as

solution for their problem.In teaching speaking, there are some strategies and

games that can be applied, such as Snakes and Ladders game strategy. This

strategy can help students in speaking English because it uses verbal

communication than visual communication such as taught morals, natural

sciences, and other diciplines. 6 So, using Snakes and Ladders game that

modification in English should be done.7

The writer applies this strategy because it can be a very useful in

teaching strategy for the effective and joyful learning. It can make students

interested and motivated in studying English as well as increase their

speaking. According to Andrew Wright, “it is clear to all observer of

classroom practice that  teachers’ own belief in the usefulness and

6Asterie Baker Provenzo & Eugene. F Provenzo, Jr. Favorite Board Games You Can Make
and Play  with 321 Illustrations. (United Sates of America: A Spectrum books. 1990). P.56.

7Agus Suganda dan Guru-guru SMPN 1 Cimahi, Upaya Meningkatkan Kemampuan Bicara
Siswa dalam Bahasa Inggris Melalui Permainan Snake and Ladder di Kelas VII-A SMP Negeri 1
Cimahi.(Bandung: Skripsi Penelitian Tindakan Kelas. 2008). P.2.
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appropriateness of a game affects the learners’ response”.8 Gordon Lewis

stated that “Game can make teacher lesson planning easier and feel

counfortable with students”.9

Therefore, the writer is interested in conducting a research entitled:

“The Effect of Using Snakes and Ladders game Strategy on Students’

Motivation in Speaking at SMPN 21 Pekanbaru”.

B. The Problem

1. Identification of the Problem

Base on the problems above, most of students at the first year of

State Junior High School 21 Pekanbaru still have difficulties in English,

especially in speaking English. The problems are identified as follows:

a. Some of the students are not to be active in the classroom.

b. Some of the students are not motivated in study speaking English.

c. Some of the students are not feel adequate to speak.

d. Some of the students are not perceive that they have no difficulty to

speak.

e. Some of the students are not intend to encourage their study English.

8Andrew Wright, David Betteridge, and Michael Buckby. Games for Language Learning.
(Cambridge: Cambridge University Press. 1983). P.2.

9Gordon Lewis and Gunther Bedson. Games for Children. (Oxford: Oxford University Press).
P.6.
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2. Limitation of the Problem

Based on the identification of the problem above, the writer limits

the problem of this research only focused on Snakes and Ladders game

strategy and Motivation in Speaking English.

3. Formulation of the Problem

The problems of this research can be formulated in the following

questions:

a. Is there any significant difference on students’ pre test score before

giving the treatment of Snake and Ladders game for experimental group

and non Snake and Ladders game for control group at State Junior High

School 21 Pekanbaru?

b. Is there any significant difference on students’ post test score after

giving the treatment of Snake and Ladders game for experimental group

and non Snake and Ladders game for control group at State Junior High

School 21 Pekanbaru?

c. Is there any significant effect of using Snakes and Ladders game toward

students’ motivation in speaking between those who are taught by

strategy and those who are not at State Junior High School 21

Pekanbaru?
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C. The Objective of the Research

The objectives of this research are as follows:

1. To find out the information about the students’ motivation in speaking

English  by using and without using Snakes and Ladders game.

2. To obtain the information about the effect of using Snakes and Ladders

game Strategy toward motivation of the students in speaking English.

D. The Significance of the Research

These research findings are hopefuly expected to give valuable

conttribution:

1. To broaden the writer’s knowledge about teaching speaking by using

Snake and Ladders game strategy.

2. To give some input for students of State Junior Hight School 21 Pekanbaru

to improve their speaking ability.

3. To fulfil one of the requirements to finish the writer’s undergraduate study

program (S1) at the Education and Teacher Training Faculty of State

Islamic University of Sultan Syarif Kasim Riau.
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E. The Definition of the Term

1. Snakes and Ladders game

Snakes and Ladders game is an English board game in which players

progress across the board according to a dice roll, up ladders and down

snakes, the winner being the first to arrive at the other side.10 Beside that,

Snakes and Ladders is a traditional game was taken to Europe and later

Australia.11 In this study, Snakes and Ladders game is a strategy that used

by writer in his research. Snakes and Ladders means try to encouradge and

motivate students to speak based on the words in board of Snakes and

Ladders game which is done by them in a game in order to increase

speaking motivation.

2. Motivation

Motivation is the extend to which you make choices about goal to

pursue and the effort you will devote to that pursuit”.12 It is obvious that

motivation is conditions that cause a person to begin an activity and persue

it with vigor and persistence.

10Chintya Robins Roth. Alternative Carrers in Science. (United States of America: Academic
Press. 1998). P.33.

11 Rob Watson. School’s Out. (Australia: Curriculum Corporation. 1995). P.17.

12H. Douglas Brown.Teaching by Principle an Interactive Approach to Language Pedagogy.
(Longman: San Francisco State University. 2007). P.72.


