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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

A. The Background of the Problem

Reading is one of the important skills in learning English, besides

Listening, Speaking and Writing. By reading, we can open any secret that is

covered over the world.We have to read many books because the proverb says

that “books are windows of the world”. It has important role because the more we

read, it will give us more information. According toKalayo, it is an activity with

purpose. It helps persons to gain information or verify existing knowledge and it

can be used to criticize the ideas of writer in text. Then, reader will be easy to

select the texts.1

Reading is one of the activities that should be done by English students.

Therefore, English students should master the reading skill. There are many ways

that can be used to improve our reading skills. In reading, students should

understand how to find the meaning of the text, find the topic of the text, find the

main ideas of the text, find specific fact, and find the supporting ideas of the text.

Briefly, the students should understand how to read well and improve their

reading skill. In English, Reading is categorized into some kinds. One of the

categories of reading is Reading Comprehension

According to Tompkins, reading comprehension is defined as the level of

understanding of a text or message. This understanding comes from the written

1 Kalayo Hasibuan, And Fauzan Ansari. Teaching English as Foreign Language
(TEFL).(Riau: Alaf Riau Gruba UNRI Press, 2007), p.114
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and how they increase their knowledge outside the text or message.2The reader

needs to understand meaning of materials that they read because it is one of the

purposes of reading activity. Related toDuffy, comprehension is the essence of

reading because the goal of written language is communication of messages.It

depends on prior knowledge or knowledge about the world. Prior knowledge is

expressed with words.3

To learn English, School based curriculum (SBC) provides reading as one

of skills in English learning that must be taught and learnt in senior high school.

Based on school-based curriculum, the purposes of teaching English are as

follows:

1. Developing communicative competence in oral and written form to

achieve information level.

2. Having awareness about the sense and the significance of English in order

to increase national competence in global society.

3. Developing understanding of students about the relationship between

language and culture. 4

State Senior High School 1 Siak Kecil is one of the educational institutions

in Bengkalis Regency that uses School Based Curriculum (SBC) in the process of

teaching and learning English.In this school, English is taught twice a week with

duration 90 minutes for 2 hours teaching and learning process. The Minimum

2 Tompkins, G.E. Literacy in the early grades: A successful start for prek-4 readers (3rd
edition), (Boston: Pearson, 2011). p,203.

3Gerald G. Duffy. Explaining Reading: A Resources For Teaching Concepts, Skills, and
Strategies. ( New York:The Guilford Press, 2009), p. 14

4Depdiknas. Standar Isi untuk Satuan Pendidikan Dasar dan Menengah.(Jakarta: Badan
Standar Nasional Pendidikan, 2006),p.126
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Passing Score (MPS) for reading in Senior High School 1 Siak Kecil is 70.5The

standard competence of learning English stated by school-based curriculum

syllabus at the eleventh grade students of senior high school especially in reading

skill refers to the students’ ability to comprehend meaning of text short functional

and simple monolog text form ofreport, narrative and analytical exposition in

context daily life.6In this research, the writer focused on report text. The research

is expected to know the students’ ability in reading comprehension in report text.

Based on the writer’s observation at the State Senior High School 1 Siak

Kecil. The teacher taught English based on the curriculum and syllabus of report

text at the eleventh grade, particularly at the first semester. In teaching reading,

the teacher applied Three-Phase Technique. The steps of techniques are: at the

first activity, the teacher explained the material about report text and gave

stimulus in form of essay report text. The second, the teacher discussed the

material of essay of report text with students’. The last teaching and learning

activity, the teacher gave exercise to students based on textbook and the teacher

assessed the students’ work.

However, what has been taught to the students on reading as mentioned

above made them understand and get easy way to comprehend the English text.

But in the real activities, the students still haddifficulties in comprehending text.

Based on the interview with English teacher at SMAN 1 Siak Kecil, the problems

can be explained as follows:

5Tim Penyusun. Kurikulum Tingkat Satuan Pendidikan SMA 1 Siak Kecil 2013/ 2014.
6 Ibid
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The students have difficulties inidentifying the main idea of the report text

because the students are not able to understand content and meaning of the text,

and they still have difficulties in finding main idea in question based on text. The

students are not able to identify the cases and events in the report text because

students areless getting example and information about report text, so that they are

difficult to find cases and events in the report text. The students are not able to

recognize the language features of the report text because students are difficult to

remember the language features in text and less understanding about report text.

The students are not able to recognize the generic structure of the report text

because students have less motivation and attention when teacher are giving

explanation about material that makes them hard to find the generic structure in

report text.

Based on the problems above, the writer assumed that some of the students

still have difficulties in reading report text. To improve the students’ reading

comprehension, the teacheris expected to provide students with appropriate

teaching, materials,to create positive classroom environments. To solve those

conditions, the writer used the game for teaching reading. Games are also

potencially useful to encourage students to interact with others in activities to

comprehend the reading materials easily.

In this research, the writer uses What Do You Know? Games in teaching

reading comprehension. According to Goodman and Myers, the games focus on

specific comprehension strategies that come automatically to good readers:

following the sequence of a story, understanding the difference between the



5

story’s main ideas and supporting details, and more.7To ease the students to build

general knowledge and improve reading comprehensionby practicing, skimming,

categorizing, and distinguishingfact from opinion.8 This game will teach the

students to learn, to stand alone and to get the comprehension from reading the

text, to build self-confident to argument and to answer appropriate the text to

other students.

The problem above indicated that it is necessary to do the new alternative

to be experimented. One of the alternative ways that can be the solution to

improve reading comprehension is “What Do You Know?Game”.So, the writer

tries to find out the significant effect of using What Do You Know? Game on

students’ reading comprehension ofreport text at senior high school 1 Siak Kecil

Bengkalis Regency.

B. The Definition of The Term

In order to avoid misunderstanding about the title in this reaserch, it is

necessary to define the terms as follows:

1. What Do You Know? Game

What do you know? game is a game that the more we read, the

more we know. The more we know, the more we read.9What do you

know? Game helps the students to build general knowledge easily to

improve reading comprehension and practice skimming, categorizing, and

7 Lori Goodman and Lora Myers. Word Play Fun Games For Building Reading and
Writing Skills in Children With Learning Difficulties. (New York: The McGraw-Hill Companies,
Inc, 2004), p. 85

8Ibid.p,88
9 Lori Goodman and Lora Myers.Op Cit. P.88
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distinguishing facts from opinion. This game teaches students to learn, to

stand alone and to get the comprehension from reading the text, Building

self-confident to argument and answer appropriate the text to other

students’games that may have potential to support learning for many

teachers and pupils.

2. Reading Comprehension

The comprehension of information in the text requires the variety

of skills. In fact, reading comprehension is a process of understanding the

written text.According to Donna, Comprehension is an active, constructive

process in which the ultimate understanding of the text is determined by a

combination of what is stated directly in the text and the reader’s

preexisting knowledgerelated to the topic of the text.10It means, the reader

can feel what the writer thinks when reading. On the other hand, the reader

can get information from the passage or text that is suitable for the writer’s

meaning.

3. Report Text

Report text is a text which presents information about something,

as a result of systematic observation and analysis. The function of report

text is to provide information about natural and non natural phenomena.

The purpose of the report text  is to describe and classify information.

Report text has a series of logical truth, it stated the facts without personal

10 Donna M. Scanlon, Kimberly L. Anderson, Joan M. Sweeney. Early Intervention for
Reading Difficulties; The Interactive Strategies Approach (New York: The Guilford Press, 2010)p.
276



7

involvement”.11In reading report form, the students should be able to

identify generic structure of report and use the language features of report.

Generic structure of reportis general classification, and description.

C. The Problem

1. The Identification of the Problem

Based on the phenomena above, most of the students of the

eleventhgrade of senior high school 1 siak kecil still have problems in

English, especially in reading comprehension. The problems in this

reaserch are identified as follows:

a. Why dosome of the students have difficulties in identifying the main

idea of the report text?

b. Why are some of the students not able to identify the cases and events

in  the report text?

c. Why are some of the students not able to recognize the language

features of the report text?

d. Why aresome of the students not able to recognize the generic

structure of the report text?

2. The Limitation of the Problem

Based on the identification of the problem above, the writer limits

the problem of this research on the students’ low ability inreading

comprehension. Therefore, the writer focuses on the effect of using what

11Paradisa Riski, 2012. What Is The Meaning Of Report Text ?.(retrived on january
15,2014)http://paradisarizki.wordpress.com/2012/03/01/what-is-the-meaning-of-report-text/
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do you know?gameon the students’ comprehension in reading report

text,which is a part of the English syllabus in the first semester.

3. The Formulation of the Research Questions

Based on explanation above, the problem is formulated in the

following research questions:

a. How isthe students’ reading comprehension in report text taught by

using What Do You Know? Game of theeleventh grade at Senior High

School 1 Siak Kecil Bengkalis Regency?

b. How is the students’ reading comprehension in report text taught

without using What Do You Know? Game of the eleventh grade at

Senior High School 1 Siak Kecil Bengkalis Regency?

c. Is there any significant effect of using What Do You Know? Game on

students’ reading comprehension of report text at theeleventh grade of

Senior High School 1 Siak Kecil Bengkalis Regency?

D. The Objectives and Significance of the Research

1. The Objectives of the Research

a. To find out the students’ reading comprehension in report text taught

by using What Do You Know? Gameof the eleventh grade at Senior

High School 1 Siak Kecil Bengkalis Regency.

b. To find out the students’ reading comprehension in report text taught

without using What Do You Know? Gameof the eleventh grade at

Senior High School 1 Siak Kecil Bengkalis Regency.
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c. To find out whether there is significant effect of using What Do You

Know? Game on students’ reading comprehension of report text at

theeleventhgrade of Senior High School 1 Siak Kecil Bengkalis

Regency.

2. The Significance of the Research

There is significanceof the research, theoretically, these research

findings are also expected to be valuable inputs for both teacher and

students of English of eleventhgrade at senior high school 1 siak kecil, and

all teachers generally have an attempt to improve the students’ reading

comprehension.

Practically, this research findings are expected to give contribution

and information in increasing knowledge. Besides that, this research

findings are expected to give contribution for teaching and learning

process at senior high school 1 Siak Kecil. The research findings are

expected to provide both theoretical and practical benefits for teaching

English as foreign language.


