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ABSTRACT 

 

Afifah Syaprilia, (2022):  The Effect of Using Frontloading Strategy on Student’s 

Reading Comprehension of the Eight Grades at Islamic 

Junior High School Al-Izhar Pekanbaru. 

 

This research was conducted to know the effect of using frontloading strategy 

on students in eighth grade at SMP IT Al-Izhar school Pekanbaru regarding the 

problem faced by students in learning English, especially in Reading Comprehension. 

This research aimed to know the influence of using frontloading strategy toward 

students’ Reading Comprehension at eighth grade students of SMP IT Al-Izhar 

school Pekanbaru.This research is experimental research. The research design was a 

pre-experimental one group pre-test post-test. The population of the research is the 

eighth grade students of SMP IT Al-Izhar school Pekanbaru. The total population was 

69 students, while for sample selection, the researcher used cluster random sampling. 

The research sample consisted of 24 students. In collecting the data, the writer used 

multiple choice test technique where the data processing technique of the research 

used paired sample T-test by using SPSS 20 version. Based on the data analysis, it 

was proved by finding of paired sample t-test formula was 0.005 which is samller 

than 0.05. It means that Ha is accepted and Ho rejected. In conclussion, there was a 

significant effect of using frontloading strategy toward students’ reading 

comprehnsion at eighth grade students of SMP IT Al-Izhar school Pekanbaru. 
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ABSTRAK 

 

Afifah Syaprilia, (2022):  Pengaruh Penggunaan Frontloading Strategi Terhadap 

Pemahamam Membaca Siswa Pada Kelas 8 Di SMP IT 

Al-Izhar School Pekanbaru 

 

Penelitian ini dilaksanakan untuk mengetahui pengaruh penggunaan strategi 

frontloading pada siswa kelas 8 di SMP IT Al-Izhar school Pekanbaru terhadap 

masalah-masalah yang dihadapi oleh siswa-siswa dalam belajar bahasa Inggris 

khususnya dalam pemahaman membaca. Penelitian ini ditujukan untuk mengetahui 

pengaruh penggunaan frontloading strategi terhadap pemahaman membaca siswa 

pada kelas 8 di SMP IT Al-Izhar school Pekanbaru.Penelitian ini adalah penelitian 

experiment. Desain penelitian ini adalah pre-experimental one group pre-test post-

test. Populasi penelitian ini adalah siswa kelas 8 SMP IT Al-Izhar school Pekanbaru. 

Jumlah total populasi adalah 69 siswa, sedangkan untuk pemilihan sampel, peneliti 

menggunakan teknik cluster random sampling. Sampel penelitian terdiri dari 24 

siswa. Dalam pengumpulan data peneliti menggunakan teknik test pilihan ganda 

dimana teknik pengolahan data peneliti menggunakan paired sample T-test melalui 

program SPSS versi 20. Berdasarkan analisis data, dibuktikan dengan ditemukannya 

rumus paired sample t-test adalah 0,005 yang lebih kecil dari 0,05. Artinya Ha 

diterima dan Ho ditolak. Kesimpulannya, ada pengaruh yang signifikan dari 

penggunaan frontloading strategi terhadap pemahaman membaca pada siswa kelas 

delapan SMP IT Al-Izhar sekolah Pekanbaru.. 
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 ملّخص

التحميل األمامي على فهم (: أتثري استخدام اسرتاتيجية ٢٢٢٢عفيفة شفريليا، )
املقروء لدى تالميذ الفصل الثامن مبدرسة اإلظهار املتوسطة 

 اإلسالمية املتكاملة بكنبارو

ىذا البحث مت إجراؤه دلعرفة أتثري استخدام اسرتاتيجية التحميل األمامي على فهم 
ملة بكنبارو أي ادلقروء لدى تالميذ الفصل الثامن مبدرسة اإلظهار ادلتوسطة اإلسالمية ادلتكا

دلشاكل واجهها التالميذ عند تعلم اللغة اإلجنليزية وخاصة يف فهم ادلقروء. وىذا البحث 
يهدف إىل معرفة أتثري استخدام اسرتاتيجية التحميل األمامي على فهم ادلقروء لدى تالميذ 

ىو حبث  الفصل الثامن مبدرسة اإلظهار ادلتوسطة اإلسالمية ادلتكاملة بكنبارو. وىذا البحث
جترييب. وتصميم مستخدم فيو تصميم جمموعة االختبار القبلي والبعدي لشبو حبث جترييب. 
وجمتمع البحث مجيع تالميذ الفصل الثامن مبدرسة اإلظهار ادلتوسطة اإلسالمية ادلتكاملة 

تلميذا. وألخذ العينات استخدمت الباحثة تقنية أخذ العينات  ٩٦بكنبارو، وعددىم 
تلميذا. وجلمع البياانت استخدمت الباحثة  ٤٢لعشوائية، فعدد عينات البحث العنقودية ا

للعينات ادلزدوجة  Tتقنية اختبار متعدد اخليارات. وتقنية مستخدمة لتحليل البياانت اختبار 
. وبناء على حتليل البياانت، ٤٢من خالل برانمج احلزمة اإلحصائية للعلوم االجتماعية 

. ىذا مبعىن أن ٢.٢٠ىي أصغر من  ٢.٢٢٠للعينة ادلزدوجة ىي  tعرف أبن صيغة اختبار 
الفرضية البديلة مقبولة والفرضية ادلبدئية مردودة. يف اخلتام، ىناك أتثري كبري الستخدام 
اسرتاتيجية التحميل األمامي على فهم ادلقروء لدى تالميذ الفصل الثامن مبدرسة اإلظهار 

 ارو.ادلتوسطة اإلسالمية ادلتكاملة بكنب
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Research 

Reading is important in the teaching-learning process because every 

activity in the classroom always has a relationship with reading. Grabe (2009) 

discussed four dimensions: automaticity, accuracy, reading rate, and prosodic 

structuring, with automaticity and accuracy of word recognition being 

considered prerequisites for a rapid reading rate. Reading rate, or reading 

speed, is then a component of fluency, which may be loosely described as the 

ability to produce and process the target language with native speaker-like 

ease, and attention to fluency development should form part of any balanced 

language course. 

The purpose of teaching reading is to help students to comprehend or 

to get meaning from written text. The ability of Reading, the students must 

know to affect Harvey and Goudvis (2007) conclude that three factors affect 

reading comprehension. The abilities of reading comprehension are 

vocabularies development, punctuation, and background of the students. In 

Reading, a reader needs to comprehend to get information. In this situation, 

someone actively identifies, processes, and stores information about 

themselves. 
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Duke (2003) stated that comprehension is a process in which readers 

make meaning by interacting with the text through the combination of prior 

knowledge and previous experience, information in the text, and the views of 

readers related to the text. Accordingly, there are many sources for possible 

comprehension breaks and these sources are different based on the skill levels 

and age of readers. State junior Islamic High School Al-Izhar Pekanbaru is 

one of the Junior Islamic High Schools located in Pekanbaru. As a formal 

education, this school also provides English subjects to the students, 

especially reading comprehension.  

This school uses a School-Based Curriculum (K13) as a guideline in 

the teaching and learning process. The School-Based Curriculum has two 

competencies; those are called standard competence and basic competence. In 

the eighth-grade o junior High School, the standard competence is the 

students are required to comprehend simple short functional written text and 

simple essays in daily life and knowledge usage in reading texts. Furthermore, 

for basic competence, the students must be able to read aloud, respond, and 

rhetorical steps of short functional text and simple essay text in daily life 

accurately, fluently, and understandably in reading 3 texts (Department of 

National Education, 2006). The passing grade (KKM) for the English subject 

in this school is 70. Based on the School-Based Curriculum (K13), this school 

provides the English lesson once a week. The teaching and learning process 
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for one meeting is about 2 hours. The duration of one hour is about 50 

minutes. It means that in a week English is taught for about 200 minutes. 

The writer had done preliminary research at Junior Islamic School Al-

Izhar Pekanbaru. The writer interviewed the teacher and some students to 

know about reading comprehension at that school. From the interview, the 

writer found some problems that happen in the case of reading 

comprehension. First, some students still hard to comprehend the text. Some 

of the students were struggle to get the meaning of the text. It can happen 

because the vocabulary that is used in the text is too high for the students and 

students lack knowledge of the topic. Some so many students still lack 

vocabulary. Whereas it is one of the important factors in reading. A good 

vocabulary will help the students in reading and understanding the text. Next, 

the student’s confidence is also an obstacle for the students in reading. 

Sometimes, the students are not able to analyze the text to find out the main 

idea, supporting the idea, or the information related to the reading text. Some 

of the students have a low score ranging from 40 to 70. At least, the score is 

under the minimum passing grade of 75. Based on the problem above, the 

researcher found the phenomena as follows: 

a. Some of the students at Islamic Junior High School Al-Izar Pekanbaru 

lack vocabulary. 

b. The students at Islamic Junior High School Al-Izhar Pekanbaru have low 

scores ranging from 40-70 the score is under the minimum passing grade. 
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c. The students at Islamic Junior High School Al-Izhar Pekanbaru do not 

know the meaning of the words in the text. 

d. The students have difficulties in reading comprehension at Islamic Junior 

High School Al-Izhar Pekanbaru 

To solve these problems, it is important to find a strategy to improve 

the students reading comprehension. Frontloading strategy is one of the 

strategies which can be used to improve reading comprehension. Frontloading 

means punctuating the key learning points before an activity or experience 

takes place, rather than or in combination with, debriefing it afterward. The 

benefits of frontloading. It helps participants use the upcoming activity to 

build on prior knowledge and experience It helps participants set purpose and 

intention for the activity It distributes expertise to the participant before the 

activity begins, as opposed to the facilitator or instructor being the only expert 

Frontloading is used to increase vocabulary knowledge which is 

indirect and will improve the students reading comprehension. Meylan.D and 

Sturgis. L (2008), states frontloading is teaching Academic Language 

Structures and Academic Vocabulary to understand and express 

comprehension of text.  According to Downs (2017), Frontloading is a pre-

teaching vocabulary that is used as a teaching strategy to help students 

understand in material subject to be learned. The frontloading strategy could 
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improve vocabulary mastery (Purwasih, 2014) and reading comprehension 

(Citra & Fitrawati, 2018; Maulida, 2016). 

Based on the explanation above, the writer is interested in carrying out 

research entitled: “The Effect of Using Frontloading Strategy on Student’s 

Reading Comprehension of the Eight Grades at Islamic Junior High 

School Al-Izhar Pekanbaru.” 

B. The problem of the Research 

1. Identification of the problem 

a. Some of the students at Islamic Junior High School Al-Izar 

Pekanbaru lack vocabulary. 

b. The students at Islamic Junior High School Al-Izhar Pekanbaru have 

a low score ranging from 40-70 the score is under the minimum 

passing grade. 

c. The students at Islamic Junior High School Al-Izhar Pekanbaru do 

not know the meaning of the words in the text. 

d. The students have difficulties in reading comprehension at Islamic 

Junior High School Al-Izhar Pekanbaru 

2. Limitations of the research 

Because of the limited time and energy, the writer must limit the 

problem. The subject in this research is Reading comprehension of the 
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descriptive text focuses on the Eighth grade at Islamic Junior High School 

Al-Izhar Pekanbaru. 

3. Formulation of the problem 

a. How is the students’ reading comprehension of the Eight Grades at 

Islamic Junior High School Al-Izhar Pekanbaru before using the 

frontloading strategy? 

b. How is the students’ reading comprehension in the Eight Grades at 

Islamic Junior High School Al-Izhar Pekanbaru after using the 

frontloading strategy? 

c. Is there any significant effect on students reading comprehension 

before and after using Frontloading strategy? 

C. Objective and Significance of the Research 

1. The objective of the Research 

a. To know the students’ reading comprehension before using the 

frontloading strategy at Islamic Junior High School Al-Izhar 

Pekanbaru. 

b. To know the students’ reading comprehension after using the 

frontloading strategy at Islamic Junior High School Al-Izhar 

Pekanbaru. 
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c.  To know whether there is a significant effect of using the 

frontloading strategy on students’ reading comprehension at 

Islamic Junior High School Al-Izhar Pekanbaru. 

2. The Significance of the Research 

After conducting this research, the writer hopes the research 

finding of this research will give benefit and be valuable as follow: 

a. This research is expected to give a positive contribution to 

teaching-learning, especially in English foreign language in 

terms of teaching frontloading strategy on students’ reading 

comprehension at Islamic junior high school Al- Izhar 

Pekanbaru. 

b. This research is expected to be useful and valuable for the 

students and teachers in the teaching and learning process 

especially at Islamic junior high school Al-Izhar Pekanbaru. 

c. This research is also expected to be practical and theoretical 

information on the development of the theories of language 

teaching. 

D. The Definitions of the Terms 

1. Effect 

The effect refers to Experimental Research. Experimental research is 

a study that strictly adheres to a scientific research design. It includes a 
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hypothesis, a variable that can be manipulated by the writer, and 

variables that can be measured, calculated, and compared. 

2. Strategy  

Arvind et al (2016) stated that Strategy is the science or art of 

planning and directing large military movements and operations. It refers 

to the pattern of acts that serve to attain certain outcomes. If we use 

strategy in teaching-learning situations, then it is known as instructional 

strategies. It means the determination of some policy before presenting 

the content with the help of which teaching objectives are achieved. It is 

some sought of planning for achieving goals. Strategy is the skill of full 

planning of a working system by which the objectives can be achieved 

easily. Strategy changes according to the changing situation. Teaching 

strategy is the means to achieve learning objectives. According to E. 

Stones and S. Morris teaching strategy is a generalized plan for a lesson 

that includes structure, desired learner behavior in terms of goals of 

instruction, and an outline of planned tactics necessary to implement the 

strategy. 

3. Frontloading  

Meylan.D and Sturgis. L (2008) states frontloading is teaching 

Academic Language Structures and Academic Vocabulary to understand 

and express comprehension of text. So, frontloading is a strategy in 
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language structure and academic vocabulary to help the students in 

understanding a text. 

4. Reading comprehension 

According to Janette (2007), reading comprehension is a multi-

component, highly complex process that involves many interactions 

between readers and what they bring to text as well as variables related to 

the text itself. Simply reading comprehension is the students’ deep 

understanding of a text which is made a student’s fall into the text. 
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CHAPTER II 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

A. Theoretical Framework 

1. The Concept of Teaching  

a. Teaching  

 Teaching (Instruction) is outside the learner. Learning is internal 

to learners. You cannot motivate others if you are not self-motivated. 

Motives are not seen, but, Behaviors are seen. Is learning a motive or 

behavior? Learning is both a motive and behavior but only behavior is 

seen, learning is internal, performance is external. 

“Teaching is intimate contact between a more mature personality 

and a less mature one which designed to further the education of the 

latter”. Morrison (1934), Dewey (1934) expressed this concept of 

teaching by an equation. “Teaching is learning as selling is to buying”. 

In the words of John Brubacher (1939), “Teaching is arrangement and 

manipulation of a situation in which there are gaps or obstructions 

which an individual will seek to overcome and from which he will 

learn in the course of doing so”. B.O. Smith defined teaching as 

“Teaching is a system of actions intended to induce learning”. 

According to Gage (1963), “Teaching is a form interpersonal influence 

aimed at changing the behavior potential another person”. Smith in 
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1963 further extended the definition of teaching is a system of actions 

involving an agent, an end in view and a situation including two sets 

of factors those over which the agent has no control (class size, 

characteristics of pupils, physical facilities, etc.) and those which he 

can modify (such as techniques and strategies of teaching. Generally, 

the role of teacher can be categorized into: 

a. Traditional Role - Teacher Centered  

b. Modern Role - Facilitator (Student Centered)  

There has been a change from the Traditional role to the Modern 

role in the present context. The learning increases when the teacher 

builds on the previous experience of the student. However, 

individual’s learning differs and each individual learns at his or her 

own pace. Identifying the slow learners and individual attention of the 

teacher may be required. Thus, effective learning is to a great extent 

based on experiences. Direct experiences are student centered and 

participation in problem solving. While in indirect experience, the 

contents are carefully designed and organized by teacher. Objectives 

are intended learning outcomes written down before the process of 

instruction. General Objectives - Statement of instructional intent - 

student ability in general terms. Specific objective statement of 

instructional intent- student ability in terms of specific & observable. 
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Usefulness of objectives, Elements of objectives, Terminal behavior 

Condition, and Criterion / Criteria. 

b. Method  

Method is a systematic way of doing something. It implies an 

orderly logical arrangement of steps. It is more procedural. Research 

methods refers to the tools that one uses to do research. These can 

either be qualitative or quantitative or mixed. Quantitative methods 

examines numerical data and often requires the use of statistical tools 

to analyses data collected. This allows for the measurement of 

variables and relationships between them can then be established. This 

type of data can be represented using graphs and tables. Qualitative 

data is non-numerical and focuses on establishing patterns. Mixed 

methods are composed of both qualitative and quantitative research 

methods. Mixed methods allow for explanation of unexpected results. 

c. Approach  

Approach is a set of principles, beliefs, or ideas about the nature 

of learning which is translated into the classroom. It is a broader term 

then method. It is a view of looking at things. It has no scientific logic. 

It is a set of ideas. It is overall view or ideas to face a problem. It is 

personal philosophy of teaching. Approach can also have many 

methods. Teaching approach is like the form or the way we teach or 
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how we do it. There are various approaches which are used in teaching 

learning process. 

It is the term of pedagogy; main focus is on effective 

presentation of subject matter to have mastery over it. It is step by step 

scientific way of presenting the subject matter. It is overall plan for 

systematic presentation based on a selected approach means method is 

the practical realization of an approach through a procedure in a 

system. 

Teaching method is what kind of activity we use in order to 

teach. Method refers to the procedure within an approach. We use 

method depends on a scientific than an approach and has step by step 

procedure to solve problem. It is nothing but a scientific way of 

presenting the subject keeping in mind the psychology and physical 

requirements of the children. It is a process or procedure whose 

successful completion results in learning or as a means through which 

teaching becomes effective. It is the formal structure of the sequence 

of acts. The term method covers both strategy and techniques of 

teaching. Different strategies may be adopted in following a method. It 

is wider term. Method is related to the nature of content of a subject to 

be taught. 

Teaching method is a style of presentation of content in 

classroom. Method refers to the formal structure of the sequence of 
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acts commonly denoted by instructions. It involves the choice of what 

is to be taught and in which order is to be presented. There are two 

main types of teaching method which are non-participatory method 

and participatory method. 

1. Non-Participatory method: In these type of methods teacher casts 

himself/herself in the role of being a master of the subject matter. 

The teacher is looked upon by the learners as an expert or an 

authority. Learners on the other hand are presumed to be passive 

and copious recipients of knowledge from the teacher. Examples 

of such methods are lecture method and demonstration method.  

2. 2. Participatory methods: This refers to the way in which teachers 

and students are in constant interaction, active involvement and 

continuous exchange of views and ideas in the overall teaching 

and learning.  

These methods are sometimes known as interactive teaching 

method or learner centered teaching method. It is a shift from a belief 

that learners are empty plate who are supposed to be imparted with 

knowledge to a belief that learners can construct knowledge and learn 

on their own if properly guided. They are designed only for smaller 

groups of participants, but their advantage is that they encourage better 

retention of learned. They are contemporary modern methods of 
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education. . Examples of such methods are discussion method, 

question answer method, project method, problem solving method etc. 

d. Strategy  

Strategy is a long term plan of action designed to achieve a 

particular goal. The term strategy has been borrowed from military 

science. According Encyclopedia Strategy is the science or art of 

planning and directing large military movements and operations. It 

refers to the pattern of acts that serve to attain certain outcomes. If we 

use strategy in teaching learning situations, then it is known as 

instructional strategies. It means the determination of some policy 

before presenting the content with the help of which teaching 

objectives are achieved. 

It is some sought of planning for achieving goals. Strategy is that 

skill full planning of a working system by which the objectives can be 

achieved easily. Strategy changes according to the changing situation. 

Teaching strategy is the means to achieve learning objectives. 

According to E. Stones and S. Morris teaching strategy is a 

generalized plan for a lesson which includes structure, desired learner 

behavior in terms of goals of instruction and an outline of planned 

tactics necessary to implement the strategy. 
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2. The Concept of Frontloading 

a. The Definition of Frontloading Strategy 

Frontloading means punctuating the key learning points before 

an activity or experience takes place, rather than or in combination 

with, debriefing it afterwards. Frontloading strategy may be an 

effective way to teach them. Frontloading strategy is really easy to 

apply and it is so effective. Frontloading strategy could improve the 

vocabulary mastery (Purwasih, 2014) and the reading comprehension 

(Citra & Fitrawati, 2018; Maulida, 2016). Purwasih (2014) applied 

frontloading strategy in the experimental class when teaching 

vocabulary. 

Frontloading is a strategy that can be used to teach 

vocabulary. Frontloading is a strategy the teacher uses to provide 

students predetermined guidance and reminders for applying necessary 

skills, strategies, and behaviors to be successful in the process of 

teaching and learning in the class. 

 

b. Various Ways of Frontloading Strategy 

1) Realia 

Realia are objects from real life used to improve students' 

understanding of other cultures and real-life situations in 

classroom instruction (Argawati, 2009). The word realia means 
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using real items found in the world around us to help teach 

concepts (Gambari, 2014). Bringing in real object to the class 

helps students to build content knowledge and vocabulary to use in 

describing what they know. 

In addition, real objects stimulate conversation, questions, and 

set strong purposes for reading. For example: when a teacher want 

to share the materials about life cycles of fruits, bringing the fruits, 

seeds, branches, and buds are the effective one. By allowing 

students to touch that things and having oral language experiences 

prior help students to know the new vocabulary. The new 

vocabulary is important for students in learning process especially 

reading comprehension. 

2) Video 

Video which provide rich visual imagery and sound will help 

students understand concepts from the text before they read. 

Videos can play a crucial role in a CLIL (Content and Language 

Integrated Learning) lesson, as they can be exploited in the 

different phases of the lesson (brainstorming, introduction, 

practice, testing, etc.) with the aim to engage students and motivate 

them in a learner-centered perspective (Keddie, 2014). 
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3) Field Trip 

It is easier for students to do learning process when the 

information in a related text is connected with the real-life 

experiences. The process of learning will be much more 

meaningful. Field trips are essential outside-of-the-classroom 

learning experiences which get students away from traditional 

classroom settings and into new environments. Field trips should 

be correlated with the goals of the educational program requesting 

the trip 

Field trips have always been an important means of teaching, 

as evidence of a long tradition in the history of education. Field 

trips are usually arranged by schools, have educational purposes, 

and take place in an interactive setting (Krepel & Durral, 1981; 

Hofstein & Rosenfeld, 1996) all of which have been shown to 

increase learning. Rudman (1994) argues that the aims of the field 

trip have not changed much through history. She claims that the 

field trip may serve as a tool for improving thinking skills, interest 

and success in science learning.   

4) Pictures Of Observation Charts  

Khoirunnisa (2019) Collect a variety of pictures that connect 

to the text to be read. Post those on chart paper around the 

classroom and have students move from poster to poster, observing 
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and discussing the pictures with a partner. Encourage students to 

write their questions, connections and observations on the posters. 

Students will begin thinking about the topic and you will have 

information to assess prior knowledge and plan for instruction. 

5) Read Aloud and Shared Reading Connections to Students 

According to Downs (2017) Reading aloud has proven to be 

an effective vehicle for vocabulary acquisition. During shared 

reading, you and your students read aloud an enlarged version of 

an engaging text that provides opportunities for your students to 

expand their reading competencies. The goals of the first reading 

are to ensure that students enjoy the text and think about the 

meaning. After the first reading, students take part in multiple, 

subsequent readings to notice more about the text. They discuss 

the text, and you select teaching points based on their needs.  

6) Modified KWL Format  

According Martinez (2009) KWL format is a process of 

brainstorming what students knows about something that, what 

they want to know about something and what they have learn 

about something. According to Husna, Jufri, Fitrawati, (2012), 

KWL Format help teacher to improve students’ reading ability 

especially in activate background knowledge. 
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c. The Steps in Frontloading Strategy 

According to Preszler (2006) this strategy involves 3 Steps, they 

are: 

1) Introduce content to students. 

Ask students to describe experience or ideas they have 

regarding the content. Ask students to list words they associate 

with the content to be studied. For the example, the unit of the 

study that to be taught is about The Vietnam Era by using KWL 

Chart as one of Frontloading Strategy. 

2) Create a list of content words based on students’ suggestions or 

ideas. 

3) Add to and revise the list of content words.  

d. The advantages of Frontloading Strategy 

The advantages of using this strategy, it can give the students 

exposure in the new vocabulary, where the teacher can help students 

learn the meaning of the new words and strengthen their 

independent skills to build and understand the meaning of the 

material that they will learn at the time. Building this strategy in a 

lesson plan also will give the benefit to the students' understanding 

and broaden learning for their thinking activities. 

Daniels (2010) states, there are several advantages on the use 
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Frontloading Strategy in teaching and learning process: 

1) It helps students use the upcoming activity to build on prior 

knowledge and experience. 

2) It helps students set purpose and intention for the activity. 

3) It distributes expertise to the students before the activity begins, 

as opposed to the teacher being the only expert.  

 

The goal of Frontloading Strategy itself is to develop grade level 

proficiency in a content area. It is not just teaching in English, but 

rather, teaching about the type of English that is required by a 

specific content area. 

3. The Nature of Reading Comprehension 

a. The Definition of Reading Comprehension 

Reading to comprehend the text generally is one of the important 

purposes of reading for students. Reading comprehension is the ability 

to read text, process it, and understand its meaning. According to 

Kustaryo (1998) reading with comprehension is the ability to 

understand the text that has been read. It is an active; not only 

comprehension skill, student’s experiences and prior knowledge also 

become important part in thinking process of reading comprehension. 

Reading is an active and interactive activity to reproduce the word 
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mentally and vocally and try to understand the content of reading text. 

According to Olson and Diller (1982), reading comprehension is a 

term used to identify those skills needed to understand and apply 

information contained in a written material. The concept of reading 

comprehension could be bottom-up and top- down approaches. Nunan 

(1989) mentions that with the bottom-up, the written symbols, reading 

is viewed as a process of decoding written symbols, working from 

smaller units (individual letter) to larger ones (words, clauses, and 

sentences). 

In addition, Brown (2000) said in getting comprehension of 

reading there are several strategies that can be used, they are 

identifying the purpose of reading, using grapheme rules and pattern 

to aid in bottom up decoding, using efficient silent reading techniques 

for relatively rapid comprehension, skimming the texts for the main 

ideas, scanning the texts for the specific information, using semantics 

mapping or clustering, guessing when you are not certain, analyzing 

the vocabulary, distinguishing between lateral and implied meaning, 

and capitalizing on discourse markers to process relationship. Some 

strategies are related bottom up procedures, and others enhanced to 

top-down processes. Levels of comprehension that important and 

needed to be fostered 
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b. The Levels of Comprehension 

Levels of comprehension that important and needed to be 

fostered. The levels of comprehension is a devise that aids in literature 

analysis. One way to conduct this literature analysis is using a system 

called the Levels of Comprehension 

1) Literal Comprehension 

The primary step in reading comprehension is identifying 

facts directly stated in the passage. It is seen as the first level of 

comprehension. It is the simplest form of locating information in 

texts because the information is stated directly in the text. 

Questions assessing literal comprehension skills examine how well 

students can identify and understand information that is directly 

stated in a text. This idea is supported by Clymer (1968) who 

stated that literal comprehension requires a reader to be able to 

retell or recall the facts or information presented in a text. 

2) Inferential Comprehension  

Inferential comprehension is comprehension that involves 

using reasoning- drawing conclusions about the relationships 

between or among bits of information that are not explicitly stated. 

It requires relating background knowledge to what is read or 

applying knowledge about text structure to aid comprehension16. 



 

 

 

24 

It refers to the ability of a reader to take the information that is 

inferred or implied within the text 

3) Critical Comprehension  

Critical comprehension requires readers to make judgments 

about what they are reading based on an evaluation of several text-

grounded factors, the determination is fact not opinion, the 

objectivity of the author, and whether or not the text is believable 

c. The Components of Reading Comprehension 

According to Nuttal (1982), there are five aspects of reading 

comprehension which the students should comprehend a text well, 

such as determining main idea, locating reference, making inference, 

detail information, and the understanding vocabulary. These aspects 

are regards as difficulties that the students encounter in 

comprehending the text.  

1) Determining Main Idea  

The main idea is a statement that tells the author’s point about 

the topic. Finding main idea is a key to understand a paragraph or 

short selection. The main idea is usually located in a sentence, it is 

usually the first sentence but it can be in the middle or in the last 

sentence. Therefore, this can make the main idea more difficult to 
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find. The students may get confused to see what the main idea of a 

passage is, and where the main idea is located.  

2) Locating Reference  

Reference is antecedent of a pronoun. The antecedent is a 

word or phrase to which a pronoun refers In identifying reference, 

the students are expected to understand for what the pronouns in 

the sentences are used such as the pronouns that are used to show 

people, place, or situation.  

3) Understanding Vocabulary  

The student expands their knowledge of vocabulary while he 

is reading a passage, such as by finding out new words meaning in 

dictionary and guessing the meaning from the context. Context 

helps students making a general prediction about the meaning. It 

means that making prediction from the context will help students 

understand the meaning of a passage without stopping looks up 

every new word in a dictionary. In fact, one of the problems 

readers have difficulties in understanding material is that they have 

lack of vocabularies.  

4) Making Inference  

In making of inference, the students are expected to 

comprehend the text to find the conclusion of the statements in the 

text. Readers need to practice combining clues from the text with 
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their background knowledge in order to make inferences. It means 

that the clues in the text will help students to build assumption and 

draw conclusion. 

5) Detail Information  

The last type of question that is usually found in reading test 

is detail question or information. This question used to check 

students ability to understand material that is directly stated in the 

text. 

4. Teaching Reading by Using Frontloading Strategy 

 Based on Romano (2011), states the procedures of frontloading are 

as follows:  

a. Frontloading with familiarity and ease; that is, having students plan, 

rehearse, and converse during the prewriting stage, which, in turn, 

streamlines their writing as well as their revision process.  

b.  Having students confer with peers during writers’ workshop, to help 

them gather more ideas to incorporate into their revisions 

c. Using technology as a means to give students multiple ways to 

collaborate and revise in and out of the classroom.  

When students can prepare themselves before going to study, the 

process of learning will be effective and run well. Front loading 

vocabulary prepares students before going study. Researchers, argues that 
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frontloading helps students to solve this problem. As Wilhelm (2007) 

stressed front loading prepares students before going to learn more about 

something. It means that students have knowledge about the lesson first 

before they learn about something. The preparation of students will help 

them to get ready to face the material later. 

According to Jahangard Et.al (2011) Frontloading helps students both 

to build the background knowledge that necessary in reading and show 

them how to access or activate such knowledge in the reading process. If 

the background knowledge of students already activated or accessed it is 

easy for students to develop in the learning process. The background 

knowledge plays the important rules in the success of learning. 

B. Relevant Research 

The first relevant research is conducted by Nani windiati, Arasuli, Rudi 

afriazi (2019), the research title is The Effect of Using Frontloading Strategy 

in Teaching Reading Comprehension at The Seventh Grade Students of SMP 

N 10 Bengkulu in the Academic Year of 2018/2019. This research was a quasi 

-eexperimental research that is one short experiment which used post-test 

only. The population of this research was the seventh grade students of SMPN 

10 Bengkulu there are 180 students. The sample of this research was 57 

students from two classes; the experimental class and control class. The 

experimental class was treated by using frontloading strategy, while the 
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control class was taught by conventional strategy. The two classes have 

similar ability in English based on the scores of mid-term examination. The 

findings of this research is in experimental class there was a significant 

positive effect towards the students reading comprehension (it was found that 

the t-count 2.047 while t-table was 1.676). T-count was bigger than t-table 

(2.047). 

The second relevant research is conducted by Yulia Citra, Fitrawati 

(2018), the research tittle is Using Front Loading Vocabulary in Improving 

Students’ Reading Comprehension at Senior High School. The previous 

research, the researcher found that front loading brings some advantages for 

students especially in reading comprehension. There are three major 

advantages of implementing front loading vocabulary for students in reading 

comprehension: 

1) Facilitate students to comprehend the texts or passages,  

2) Prepare the students before going to reading,  

3) Improving student’s vocabulary. 

The next relevant research is conducted by Ike Astika (2019), the tittle is 

The Effectiveness of using Frontloading Strategy in increasing vocabulary 

mastery At Mts Ddi Totolisi, Majene. This research applied the Pre-

experimental Method, with one Pre-tes and Post-test design which consisted 

of six meetings include the treatments. The samples were taking by purpose 

sampling technique and the total number of samples was 20 students in VII B 
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class. The researcher findings of the study were the mean scores of the 

students’ development to their vocabulary, those in synonymous word was 

42.66 in Pretest and become 77.67 in Post-test. While the antonymous word 

was 37.5 in the Pre-test and it becomes 77.06 in the Post-test. It is supported 

by the test value which is greater than the t-table value (242.8> 1,729). 

Therefore, the Alternative was accepted and the Null Hypothesis was rejected. 

The next previous research by Mukminatus Zuhriyah (2019), the title is 

The Influence of frontloading strategy toward students’ listening 

comprehension. The research method used was quasi experiment with the 

design of pretest posttest nonequivalent control group. The population and the 

sample of the research were the two classes of the second semester students of 

English education department of UNHASY in the academic year of 

2018/2019. After the implementation of frontloading strategy in experimental 

class and direst listening in control class, the students’ post listening 

comprehensions were compared by using independent sample t-test whose 

result was that sig. (2-tailed) (0.004) was lower than 0.05. In short, it is 

concluded that frontloading strategy influences students’ listening 

comprehension. 

The next relevant research by Wahyu Khorunnisa (2019), the tittle is The 

Use of Frontloading Strategy in Teaching Vocabulary: A Descriptive 

Qualitative Study at the Eighth-Grade Students of SMP Attaqwa Pusat Puteri 

Bekasi in Academic year 2018/2019. The participants of this research were 
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VIII-B. The results of the research include the description of Frontloading 

Strategy activities, the explanation of students' participation, and the benefits 

of Frontloading Strategy to students' comprehension in vocabulary learning 

especially in English text. The research findings showed that the teacher 

should do some preparation such as to ensure that all the teaching materials 

needed are prepared without anyone left behind. The teacher also must often 

use good and correct pronunciation and spell the new vocabularies so students 

are trained and can easily remember the new vocabulary they have learned. 

Besides, the researcher found that the students showed different participations 

toward Frontloading Strategy. The students got some benefits followed 

Frontloading Strategy activities for their understanding of the English text. 

The last relevant research by Restu Dessy Maulida (2016), the tittle is 

Frontloading Strategy to Improve Efl Junior High School Students’ 

Descriptive Text Reading Skill A pre experimental study was conducted 

towards a second grade class of EFL Junior High School at Cicalengka, a 

district area in Kabupaten Bandung which consists of 34 students. The 

research covers: two test (pre and post-test), five times treatment and 

questionnaire distribution in the end of the program. Pre-test aimed to identify 

the initial competence of the students specifically their reading comprehension 

skill, while post-test aimed to recognize their capacity in comprehending the 

text after being given the treatments. The final activity was questionnaire after 

the treatment, the highest score becomes 90 (student 12) and the lowest score 
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is 65 (student 21). The improvement is the evident that frontloading strategies 

are effective to increase students’ ability in comprehending English text which 

is one the important skill to master by the Junior High School students 

distribution which has purpose to find out students’ respond towards the 

teaching strategy. 

C. Operational Concept 

Operational concept are derived from related theoretical concept on all of 

the variables that should be practically and empirically operated in an 

academic writing as quoted on syafi’i (2015). Operational concept is the 

concept used to clarify the theories used in this research in order to avoid 

misunderstanding in this research. this research deals will effective between 

two variables. they are: 

Variable X is frontloading strategy 

Variable Y is the students reading comprehension 

1. The indicator of frontloading strategy (variable X) related to Preszler 

(2006), as follows: 

a. Introduce content to students. 

b. Create a list of content words based on students’ suggestions or ideas. 

c. Add to and revise the list of content words.  

2. According to Nuttal (1982) there are five aspects of reading 

comprehension which the students should comprehend a text well: 
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a. The students are able to find mind idea in descriptive text. 

b. The students are able to locate the references in descriptive text. 

c. The students are able to understand the vocabulary in descriptive 

text. 

d. The students are able to make inference in descriptive text. 

e. The students are able to find out the detail information in 

descriptive text. 

D. The Assumption and Hypothesis of The Research 

1. The Assumption of The Research 

In this research the writer assumed that the students’ reading 

comprehension is various and using frontloading strategy in English 

teaching process is more effective than without using frontloading 

strategy. 

2. The Hypothesis of The Research 

Ha: There is a significant effect of students’ reading comprehension 

after using frontloading strategy. 

 Ho: There is no significant effect of students’ reading 

comprehension after using frontloading strategy. 
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CHAPTER III 

METHOD OF THE RESEARCH 

A. Research Design 

This research was a quantitative research. This research aims to find out 

the effect of Frontloading strategy to students’ reading comprehension. So, 

The writer conducted a pre-experimental design, where the writer used a one-

group pretest-posttest design (Sugiyono, 2011). 

 According to Ary et al (2010), one-group pretest-posttest design usually 

involves three steps, they are: first, administering a pretest which measure the 

dependent variable; second, applying the experimental treatment to the 

subjects; and the last, administering a posttest again measuring the dependent 

variable. The differences attributed in the application of the experimental 

treatment are evaluated by comparing the pre-test and post-test scores. The 

differences attributed in the application of the experimental treatment are 

evaluated by comparing the pre-test and post-test scores. 

B. Location and Time of the Research 

This research was conducted in the eighth grade of Junior Islamic High 

School  Al-Izhar in. Jl.HR. Soebrantas KM. 15, Pekanbaru, Riau. Then, this 

research was conducted on September – October 2021 in the academic year of 

2020/2021. 
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C. Subject and Objective of the Research 

The subject of this research was the eight grade students of Junior Islamic 

High school Al-Izhar Pekanbaru in the academic year of 2021/2022. Then, the 

object of this research is teaching English using frontloading media to 

improve students’ reading comprehension. 

D. Population and Sample of The Research 

1. Population 

Butler (1985) explained that population was any collection of 

entities, of whatever kind, that was the object of investigation”. The 

population of this research were the Eight grade students at junior Islamic 

high school Al-Izhar Pekanbaru. 

       Table III.1 

The Population of the eight grade Students at Junior Islamic High 

School Pekanbaru 

NO CLASS SAMPLE 

1 IBNU RUSYD 23 STUDENTS 

2 IBNU BATHUTHO 22 STUDENTS 

3 IBNU AL-NAFIS 24 STUDENTS 

 TOTAL 69 STUDENS 

 

2. Sample 

The writer used Purposive sampling to take sample of this research. 

According to Arikunto (2010) Purposive sampling is the process of 
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selecting sample by taking subject that is not based on the lavel or area, 

but it is taken based on the specific purpose. Purposive sampling is an 

acceptable kind of sampling for special situations. It uses the judgment of 

an expert in selecting cases or it selects cases with a specific purpose in 

mind. Purposive sampling is used most often when a difficult to reach 

population needs to be measured.  Because of the covid-19 situation, the 

school only alowed the writer to choose one class. Therefore, the writer 

used purposive sampling the samples were 24 students and the school 

chose one class; Ibnu Al- Nafis class, as the sample of the resarch.   

E. Technique of Data Collection 

 The writer used tests to collecting the data. According to Brown 

(1988) test means that a method of measuring of a person’s ability, knowledge 

or performance in the given domain. In this research, test was devided into 

two ways ; pretest which is given before the treatment and post-test which is 

given after doing the treatment. 

 The test is multiple choice with 25 items. Each item has 5 optional 

answer.The test was created based on reading comprehension indicators from 

Nuttal (1982)   
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F. Validity and Reliability of the instruments 

1. Validity 

Research is always related to a measurement. According to Brown 

(1988) a test is a method to measure a person’s ability, knowledge, or 

performance in a given domain. Validity is one of the important key to 

effective research. Anderson, Murphy and Associates in Arikunto (2006) 

they stated that a test is valid if it measures what it purpose the measure.  

While Gay and Airasian (2000) stated that validity concerned with 

the appropriateness of the interpretations made from test score. It means 

that validity is the most important consideration in evaluating measuring 

instrument. According to Hughes (2013) stated that there are four kinds 

of validity. There are content validity, criterion-related validity, construct 

validity, and face validity. Each has different usage and function. 

So,before the researcher gave the test to the sample of this research, the 

test was tried out to the students of the eighth grade. The result of try out 

is as follows. 
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Tabel III.2 

Test of Validity 

Items r-value r-table Result 

item 1 0,605 0,514 Valid 

item 2 0,491 0,514 not valid 

item 3 0,471 0,514 not valid 

item 4 0,214 0,514 not valid 

item 5 0,139 0,514 not valid 

item 6 0,635 0,514 Valid 

item 7 0,846 0,514 Valid 

item 8 0,750 0,514 Valid 

item 9 0,672 0,514 Valid 

item 10 0,641 0,514 Valid 

item 11 0,598 0,514 Valid 

item 12 0,598 0,514 Valid 

item 13 0,598 0,514 Valid 

item 14 0,598 0,514 Valid 

item 15 0,576 0,514 Valid 

item 16 0,563 0,514 Valid 

item 17 0,729 0,514 Valid 

item 18 0,787 0,514 Valid 

item 19 0,619 0,514 Valid 

item 20 0,619 0,514 Valid 

item 21 0,648 0,514 Valid 

item 22 0,576 0,514 Valid 

item 23 0,554 0,514 Valid 

item 24 0,638 0,514 Valid 

item 25 0,620 0,514 Valid 

item 26 0,620 0,514 Valid 

item 27 0,654 0,514 Valid 

item 28 0,566 0,514 Valid 

item 29 0,376 0,514 not valid 

item 30 0,550 0,514 Valid 
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Based on the result of the try out, the 5 items were not valid from 30 

items. So, the researcher took 25 items as the instrument to collect the 

data of students’ reading comprehension.  

2. Reliability 

Reliability has to do with accuracy of measurement. The kind of 

accuracy was reflected in obtaining the similar results when measurement 

was repeated on different or by different person. Internal consistency 

reliability is the instrument administered once, using one version of the 

instrument (Creswell, 2012). The test is reliable when an examiner’s 

results are consistent on repeated measurement. So the key of 

qualification criterion of test instrument is consistent. Gay and Airasian 

(2000) stated that reliability is the degree to which a test consistently 

measures whatever it is measuring. In other words, the test is reliable 

when an examiner’s result are consistent on repeated measurement. So 

the key of qualification criterion of the test instrument is consistent.  

In obtaining the reliability of the test, there are several formula can 

be used, such as Split-Half formula, Flanagan formula, Spearman-Brown 

formula, Hoyt formula, Rulon formula, Kuder-Richardson 20 (K-R 20) 

formula and Kuder-Richardson 21 (K-R 21) formula. According to 

Arikunto (2006) to find the reliability, the researcher was used the SPSS 

20 application. 
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Tabel III.3 

The Level of Reliability 

No  Reliability  Level of Reliability 

1 >0.90 Very High 

2 0.80-0.90 High  

3 0.70-0.79 Reliable  

4 0.60-0.69 Marginally/Minimally 

5 <0.60 Unacceptably Low 

 

To obtain the reliability of the vocabulary test, the researcher used 

SPSS 20 program to find out whether the test is reliable or not. 

 

Tabel III.4 

Reliability Statistics of Reading  Test 

Reliability Statistics 

Cronbach's Alpha N of Items 

.932 30 

 

From the table III.4 above, it was found that the value of Cronbach’s 

Alpha is 0.932. It means that the items were reliable, where the value of 
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internal consistency is >0.90 > 0.932, so the reliability of the test was 

very high reliable.  

G. Technique of Data Analysis 

This section, the writer tries to find out the score of students and the 

mean score of the students. To determine the score of each student, the writer 

uses the following formula: 

a. After the students did the test, then the writer took the total score from the 

result of the reading comprehension test. Based on Arikunto (1969)  of the 

students score is classified as follows:                          

Table III.5 

The Classification of Students Score 

 
The Level score Category 

92-100 Very Good 

82-91 Good 

72-81 Fair 

62-71 Less 

0-61 Poor 

    (Arikunto,1969) 

 Scoring the students’ correct answer of pre-test and post-test by using 

the formula: 

      
                        

                            
      

 (Gay, 2012) 
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b. To find out the significant different between the students’ reading 

comprehension before using Frontloading strategy and after using 

frontloading strategy on the eighth grade in Islamic Junior High School 

Pekanbaru, the writer will use a paired sample t test. According to Pallant 

(2010), a paired-samples t-test (also referred to as repeated measures) is 

used when you have only one group of people (or companies, or machines 

etc.) and you collect data from them on two different occasions or under 

two different conditions. Pre-test/post-test experimental designs are an 

example of the type of situation where this technique is appropriate. in 

analyzing the data, the writer used SPSS 21.0 version.  
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

A. Conclusion 

Based on the data analysis explained in chapter IV, finally, the 

researcher would like to concludes as follows : 

1. The students’ reading comprehension before being taught by using 

frontloading strategy at eighth grade of SMP IT Al- Izhar school 

Pekanbaru is categorized into “Poor” level with the maen score “28”. 

2. The students’ reading comprehension after being taught by using 

frontloading strategy at eighth grade of SMP IT Al-Izhar school 

Pekanbaru is categorized into “poor” level with the mean score “45”. 

3. There is a significant effect of students’ reading comprehension by using 

frontloading strategy at the eighth grade of SMP IT Al-Izhar school 

Pekanbaru. It can be seen that Paired Samples Test shows that Sig. (2-

tailed) value was 0.005. It can be stated that 0.005< 0.05 Hypothesis (Ha) 

is accepted. It means that null hypothesis (Ho) is rejected, while the 

alternative hypothesis (Ha) is accepted. 

  



57 

 

 

 

B. Suggestion  

For the conclusion above, frontloading strategy can give significant 

influence toward students’ reading comprehension. Thus, the writer would 

like to give some suggestions : 

1. Frontloading strategy can be as an alternative in teaching and learning 

process. The teacher can give an interesting method toward students’ 

reading learning in order to make the teaching learning process more fun 

and enjoyable and the students will be paying more attention to the 

material. 

2. For the students, Front loading strategy can be one of the alternative 

which can be motivated them in learning English especially in reading 

comprehension  

3. For the readers are recommended to use this thesis as one of the 

references in find out information about using frontloading strategy 

toward students’ reading comprehension. 

4. For the next recearcer, this study is one of the ways to help students 

develop their reading by using this strategy. There are many other 

strategies to make teaching and learning process more affective. The 

researcher is expected to find new strategies, method, techniques, and 

approaches that can be used to help students develop their English 

especially their reading. 
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