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ABSTRACT 

 

 

Novi Elvita, (2022):  Students Grammatical Error in Writing Recount Text 

at Senior  High School 1 Kuantan Mudik 

 

Having good grammar is one of important components in the mastery of 

writing skills. However, grammatical errors still become an important problem in 

writing, especially for EFL students. Therefore, this study aimed to find out the 

major types of grammatical errors; and to know the major source of grammatical 

errors in students’ recount text writing. This study was designed as a descriptive 

quantitative study. In taking participants, the researcher used purposive sampling. 

The data in this research was obtained from the document of recount text written 

by  the tenth grade students of IPA 1 of State Senior High School 1 Kuantan 

Mudik. The data were identified and analyzed using theory of error proposed by 

Dulay et al. (1982) about surface strategy taxonomy and theory of source of 

grammatical error proposed by Brown (2007, p. 283) The findings showed that 

the major type of grammatical errors was omission. Meanwhile, the major source 

of grammatical errors was intralingual transfer.  
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ABSTRAK 

 

Novi Elvita, (2022):  Kesalahan Tata Bahasa Siswa dalam Menulis Teks 

Recount di SMA Negeri 1 Kuantan Mudik 

 

Tata bahasa yang baik adalah salah satu komponen penting dalam 

penguasaan keterampilan menulis. Namun, kesalahan tata bahasa masih menjadi 

masalah penting dalam penulisan, terutama bagi pebelajar Bahasa Ingrgis sebagai 

Bahasa Asing. Penelitian ini bermaksud untuk mengetahui jenis-jenis kesalahan 

tata bahasa yang sering dilakukan siswa dan untuk mengetahui sumber utama 

kesalahan tata bahasa tersebut dalam penulisan recount text siswa. Penelitian ini 

dirancang sebagai penelitian kuantitatif deskriptif. Dalam mengambil peserta, 

peneliti menggunakan purposive sampling. Data dalam penelitian ini diperoleh 

dari dokumen teks recount yang ditulis oleh siswa kelas sepuluh IPA 1 SMA 

Negeri 1 Kuantan Mudik. Data dianalisis berdasarkan teori kesalahan yang 

diajukan oleh Dulay (1982) tentang taksonomi strategi permukaan dan teori 

sumber kesalahan tata bahasa yang dikemukakan oleh Brown (2007, p. 263). 

Hasil analisis menunjukkan bahwa jenis kesalahan tata bahasa yang paling sering 

muncul adalah kelalaian. Sementara itu, sumber utama kesalahan tata bahasa 

adalah transfer intralingual. 
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 ملخص
 

( : أخطاء القواعد اللغوية يف كتابة اإلنشاء لدى تالميذ 2222نويف إلفيتا، )
 كوانتان موديك.  1املدرسة الثانوية احلكومية 

 
القواعد اللغوية اجليدة من أهم املكوانت يف استيعاب مهارة الكتابة. ولكن 
أخطاء القواعد اللغوية مشكلة مهمة للغاية يف مهارة الكتابة، خاصة لتالميذ اللغة 
اإلجنليزية. هذا البحث يهدف إىل معرفة أنواع أخطاء القواعد اللغوية الىت وقع فيها 

ب أخطاء القواعد اللغوية لدى التالميذ يف كتابة اإلنشاء. التالميذ وإىل معرفة معرفة أسبا
هذا البحث حبث كمي وصفي. وأسلوب تعيني العينة يف هذا البحث أسلوب العينة 
اهلادفة. وصدرت البياانت يف هذا البحث من أوراق اإلنشاء اليت كتبها تالميذ الفصل 

كوانتان موديك. وُحل ِّلت البياانت   1ابملدرسة الثانوية احلكومية  1العاشر للعلوم الطبيعية 
( عن اسًتاتيجية سطحية 1891معتمدًة على نظرية األخطاء اليت أصدرها دوالي )

ونظرية أسباب أخطاء القواعد اللغوية الشائعة. وابإلضافة إىل ذلك، أسباب األخطاء 
 الرئيسية يف القواعد اللغوية هي نقل املعاين من لغة إىل أخرى. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background of the Problem 

Students in Indonesia, learn English as one of compulsory subject in high school. 

They are targeted to master four skills (reading, listening, speaking and writing) in 

learning language. Listening and reading skills involve in receiving information are 

regarded as receptive skills. Speaking and writing skills involve in communicating 

information are productive skills. Among these skills, writing is often considered as 

the most difficult skill. Richards and Renandya (2002, p. 303), states that writing is 

the most difficult skill for second language learners to master. In the context of 

second language or foreign learning, students get more difficulty in writing by not 

only creating and organizing ideas, but also translate the ideas into readable text. To 

overcome this process, students need to understand the system of target language 

rules. Writing needs a lot of vocabularies and grammatically correct when composing 

sentences or paragraph in order to be comprehensible besides other writing‟s rules. 

However, learning a language can not be separated from making error. As brown 

(2000, p. 226), states that making error is natural as a part of language acquisition. 

James (2013, p. 78), states that error is happened because of learner are less 

aware of target language rules. Error needs to be corrected by someone else because 

error shows the level of students‟ competence. Based on description above, in order 
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to improve the competence, the researcher interested in analyzing the errors made by 

the students. Specifically focused on grammatical error.  

State  Senior  High  School  1  Kuantan Mudik  is one  of  the  Senior  High 

Schools in Kuantan Singingi regency. English is taught once in a week with duration 

of 2 X45 minutes for one meeting. It means that they have to learn English 

90 minutes in a week. In 2013 Curriculum, based on the syllabus of English subject 

at States Senior High School 1 Kuantan Mudik the students must have the ability in 

writing, this is related to how the students write a text correctly.The syllabus of 

English subject in Senior High School 1 Kuantan Mudik especially the syllabus of 

the tenth grade, it includes the material of writing recount text and narrative text. 

So, as students must have the ability to write correctly.  

One of the text that close to students‟ life is recount text because it retells past 

event. It is different with narrative text which must have climax and resolution of the 

problem created in the story. Recount text recalls students‟ interesting or unforgetable 

experience. It was happened in the past, so students don‟t have to struggle on how to 

make it happen and it could have motivated them in writing. Based on this 

consideration, the researcher decided to choose recount text as the students‟ writing 

activity in this research. 

The writer can conclude that having a good grammar system of a language, 

learners will be helpful in delivering their ideas, messages and feelings either to the 

listeners or readers. Language without grammar would be disorganized and causes 
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some communicative problems, like grammatical errors in writing. Hence, learners 

need to know the grammatical system of language they can communicate with others 

in order to transfer the message properly. 

 Based on the preliminary research, which was conducted at Senior High School 

1 Kuantan Mudik, the writer found that the students competency in writing English is 

poor. The writer entered the class, and asked some questions, but just a few students 

could give response. From the interview with an English teacher of Senior High 

School 1 Kuantan Mudik, it is found“ Some students still make grammatical error in 

writing recount text such as: the students are not able to use verb and always add -ed 

in to all verbs, the students are not able to use to be in writing recount text, the 

students are can‟t put the preposition correctly, the students are can‟t put the subject 

correctly and the students still make error in writing certain words. The explanation 

above lead the researcher to conduct a research entitled “STUDENTS‟ 

GRAMMATICAL ERROR IN WRITING RECOUNT TEXT AT SENIOR HIGH 

SCHOOL 1 KUANTAN MUDIK” 

 

B. Problems 

1. Identification of the Problem 

Based on the background, it can be identified some problems among 

the students of State Senior High School 1 Kuantan Mudik. It includes: 

grammatical error in writing recount text. such as:  
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a. The students are not able to using verb and always add -ed in to all verb. 

b. the students are not able to using to be in writing recount text. 

c. the students are can‟t put the preposition correctly. 

d. the students are can‟t put the subject correctly 

2. Limitation of the Problem 

The research focuses on error analysis of students‟grammatical error in 

writing recount text.The researcher limits the subject at the tenth-grade 

students of Senior High School 1 Kuantan Mudik. The researcher choose 

tenth-grade students of Senior High School 1 Kuantan Mudik and the focuses 

in writing recout text because the student have dificulty in writing recount text 

and don‟t use the correct tenses. 

3. Formulation of the Problem 

Based on the limitation above, the problems are formulated in the 

following research questions: 

a. What are the grammatical errors in writing recount text made by the  

tenth-grade students of Senior High school 1 Kuantan Mudik? 

b. What are the sources of errors in writing recount text made by the tenth-

grade students of Senior High School 1 kuantan Mudik? 
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C. Objective and Significance of the Research 

1. Objective of the Research 

In line with the formulation of the problem of research 

above, the objectives of the research are: 

a. To explain the grammatical errors in writing recount text made by the 

tenth-gradestudents of Senior High School 1 Kuantan Mudik. 

b. To describe the sources of errors in writing recount text made by the tenth-

grade students of Senior High School 1 Kuantan Mudik. 

2. Significance of the Research 

The results of this research will be expected to be useful information for many 

people in learning process, such us: 

a. For the researcher 

The researcher hopes that the result of his finding can be used as the 

reference in teaching English particularly in recount text. 

b. For the teacher 

The teacher can use the research finding to evaluated the learning process. 

So, the students‟ grammatical error can be reduced maximally. 

c. For the student 

The researcher hopes that this research can make the students improve 

their writing as long as they know where their errors are. 
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D. [The Definition of  Term   

1. Grammar  

Herring (2016, p. 11) states that grammar refers to the way words are 

used, classified, and structured together to form coherent written or spoken 

communication. Brown (2004, p. 40) defines that “grammar bears to language 

several different relations, and acquires from each a nature leading to a 

different definition. ” Brown adds that grammar is a science, as skill, as 

navigation, as a chart, and as a single voyage. 

2. Error  

James (2013, p. 78) defines error as being an instance of language that 

is unintentionally deviant and is not self-corrigible by its author. James 

distinguishes error and mistake with the terms self-corrigible. Corderin James 

(2013, p. 78) differentiates error with failures in competence and mistakes 

with failures in performance. 

3. Writing  

According to Celce-Murcia, (2001, p. 94) „Writing is the ability to 

express one‟s idea in writing in asecond or foreign language and to do so with 

reasonable coherence and accuracy is a major achievement‟.  

4. Recout text 

According to Mark and Kathy Anderson (1997, p. 24) “a recount is a 

piece of text that retells past events, usually in the order in which they 

happened. ” In line with Derewianka (2004, p. 14) defines recount text is a 
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text retelling about events or experiences in past chronologically based on 

sequence of events. The purpose of the text is to give information or to 

entertain the readers. 
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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

A. Theoretical Framework 

1. Nature of Error 

a. The Definition of Error  

Corder (1981, p. 35) says that “study of learners ‟errors is important, 

the teacher should be able not only to detect and describe errors linguistically 

but also understand psychological reasons for their occurrence”. It means that 

the teachers have to be able describe the kinds of linguistics of students‟ 

errors and understand the causes of students‟ errors. According to Harmer 

(2007, p. 137), errors are when the learners cannot correct themselves, they 

need more explanation about the target language. As point out by Brown 

(2000, p.218), the errors of learners can be observed, analyzed, and classified 

to reveal study of learners‟ errors. 

Brown (2000, p. 217) states that errors are deviation from accuracy or 

correctness in language learning. These are related to lack of competence of 

students in language learning, students cannot be self-corrected because they 

do not have knowledge about the target language. 

According to Harmer (2007, p. 137), errors are when the learners 

cannot correct themselves, they need more explanation about the target 

language. As point out by Brown (2000, p.218), the errors of learners  



9 

 

 

 

can be observed, analyzed, and classified to reveal study of learners‟  

errors. 

James (2013, p. 78) defines error as being an instance of language that 

is unintentionally deviant and is not self-corrigible by its author. James 

distinguishes error and mistake with the terms self-corrigible. Corderin James 

(2013, p. 78) differentiates error with failures in competence and mistakes 

with failures in performance. 

b. The definition of error Analysis 

 Ellis and Barkhuizen (2008, p. 51) explain that Error Analysis (EA) 

consists of a set of procedures for identifying, describing, and explaining 

learner‟s errors. Gorbet (1979, p. 24) also explains that the basic task of error 

analysis is to describe how learning occurs by examining the learner‟s output. 

James (2013, p. 1) furthermore argues that error analysis is the process of 

determining the incidence, nature, causes and consequences of unsuccessful 

language. 

 Cholipah (2014, p. 6) states that, “Error analysis provides a broader 

range of possible explanations than contrastive analysis for 

researchers/teachers to use to account for errors”. So, the error analysis can 

clearly describe the fault location. In addition, error analysis can be useful for 

someone (such as a teacher or a researcher) to find a solution to the error so 

that it will not be repeated. 
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Abushihab (2014, p. 214) states that EA has two functions. The first 

function is to describe learner‟s competence in target language. The second 

function is to find out the relation between the competence and the result of 

the learning process. In line with Wijayanti (2017, p. 8) who defines error 

analysis as an activity to reveals errors found in writing and speaking.  

Error analysis may be carried out in order to find out how well someone 

knows a language, to find out how a person learns a language, and obtain 

information in common difficulties in language learning, as an aid in teaching 

or in the preparation of teaching materials. In error analysis, Corder in Ellis 

(2003, p. 56) explains that there are steps in conducting error analysis. The 

steps are as follow:  

1. Collecting sample of learner language 

2. Identifying error 

3. Describing error 

4. Explaining error 

5. Evaluating/correction error   

c. Type of Error 

Based on Dulay theories (1982, p. 104), error analysis spare became four 

types. They are ommision, addition, misinformation, misodering. Besides, this 

theory was taken based surface structure taxonomy.  
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1. Omission   

 Based on Dulay statement (1982, p. 154) says that “Omission errors 

are characterized by the absence of an item that must appear in a well-

formed utterance”. Error of omission is an error that does not present an 

item that should exist in a sentence. For example: I a teacher (Incorrect 

sentence) From the explanation and example above, there is a missing 

item. The word "I" here is noun. After the noun must be followed by "to 

be" in the simple present tense. To be from the word “I” is “am”. So, the 

correct sentence is : I am a teacher. 

2.  Addition  

 Error of addition is an error to add an item that should not exist in a 

sentence. Base on Dulay statement (1982, p. 156) explains that “Addition 

errord are the opposite of omissions. They are characterized by the 

presence of an item which must not appear in a well-formes utterance.” 

For example: They were didn‟t go to Bali (Incorrect sentence) From the 

example above, the addition of items that are not necessarily is there. This 

sentence uses the negative word “were” did not followed by an infinitive 

verb. It should be in a simple past tense sentence. Before the word “did 

not” it should not be pheceded by tobe “were”. So, the correct sentence is: 

They didn‟t go to Bali. Moreover, addition has some chategories. They are 

regularization, double marking, simple addition.  
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a. Regularization  

Regularization is a part of addition that make a exception in 

writing paragraph. Moreover, the writer should be obey the rules 

that have been created by international law about using English 

language. For example “Bring as a verb 1 and Brought as a verb 2 

and Buy as a verb 1 and Bought as a verb 2.” According to 

Dulay(1982, P. 157),” Regularization a rule typically applies to a 

class of linguistic item”. It means that regularization is a part of 

types errors that explained about using linguistic item like verb. 

For example eat become eated. 

b. Double Marking  

According to Sompong (2014, P. 116)” defined as „failure to 

delete certain items which are required in some linguistic 

constructions but not in others”.it means that the part of addition 

which change or make a abbreviate the uttrances. For example: 

she doesn‟t read a book. 

c. Simple Addition   

Simple addition is part of addition that has a different 

definition between regularization and double marking. In this part, 

simple addition is a part when the writer should be care the 

context of the sentences in writing paragraph. According Dulay 

(1982, P. 158)”, simple addition is a part of errors type that if an 
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addition error is not a double marking nor a regularization, it is 

calle a simple addition.” It means that simple adition is a element 

did not appear utterances. 

3. Misformation  

Based on Dulay statement (1981, p. 158) describes selection that is 

“Misformation/selection errors that are those characterized by the use of the 

wrong form of the morpheme or structure.” This error usually occurs because 

the student is wrong in choosing the right words. For example : You care 

about I (Incorrect sentence) From the above example, the error lies in the 

word I. The word I means the subject. But in the above sentence the object “I” 

should use the object “me”. So, the correct sentence is : You care about me. 

4. Misodering  

Dulay et al. (1982, p. 162) explains that “Misordering errors are 

characterized by the incorrect placement of a morpheme or group of 

morphemes in an utterance.” Misordering is an error in the preparation of the 

writing. For example: You don‟t know who is he(Incorrect sentence) Should 

be: You don‟t know who he is. From the statement, the writer concludes that 

the error analysis is a way to look at the error made by the students. This is 

because in the learning process students will make errors. These errors can 

affect the meaning of a sentence. Grammatical errors can also make a person 

difficult to understand a reading context. So, the students should be able to 
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understand the rules of English grammar and how to apply it, especially in 

writing. 

This category classifies error based on forms modified by learners. Dulay, 

Burt and Krashen in James (2013, p. 106) suggest that there are four principal 

ways:  

a. Omission  

The absence of an element that must appear in a well-formed 

utterance. For example: He singing instead of he is singing  

b. Addition  

The presence of an element that must not appear in a well-formed 

utterance. For example: He doesn‟t likes seafood instead of he 

doesn‟t like seafood.  

c. Misformation  

The use of the wrong form of the morpheme or structure. For 

example: The gooses swim on the lake instead of the geese swim 

on the lake. 

d.  Misordering The incorrect placement of a morpheme or group of 

morphemes in an utterance. For example: I don‟t know what is 

that instead of I don‟t know what that is. 

d. Source of The Students Making Errors 

  Based on Hourani‟s statement (2008, p. 42) there are three factors that 

influence students making errors in their writing, they are such as: 
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1. Language Transfer 

 Language transfer is a process transfer information about language 

from source language to target language. According to Hourani (2008, p. 

42)” These errors could systematically be found at the beginning of second 

language learning. Since the learner is a beginner, he tends to rely on a 

great deal of transfer from his mother language”. It means that when the 

beginner began their practice in using language, they would be make a 

error in their practice. Moreover, their teacher using mother tounge to 

explain the material. If the teacher did not changes their method, their 

students could not practice English well and they still mix their language. 

Language factor has two categories that would be explained, they are such 

as: 

a. Interlingual Transfer  

 Based on Hourani‟s statement (2008, p. 42) “Interlingual 

transfer is a strategy that used by the beginner with combine 

mother tongue and second language”. It means that the learner 

tried to mix their language when they practiced English as a their 

second language. Moreover, the effect of this method the beginner 

felt difficult to organize their language in writing. Then, the 

beginner made a errors language in their writing. 
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b. Intralingual Transfer 

 Intralingual transfer is errors factor that made by the learner 

because the target language that the learner studied was different 

with their mother tongue. Moreover, the learner felt confused with 

the structural of second language. Consequently, the learner made 

errors in their writing. 

2. Teaching method  

 Teaching method is very important and influence the development 

for students because the method influence students to get the material 

especially in English class. Moreover, if the teacher can create interesting 

media and make fun condition. The students would be enjoy in the class 

but if the teacher can not manage their class the students would be confuse 

and make error in their duty. 

3. Lack of Writting Practice 

 Lack of teaching practices is a one of factors of that made by students 

because if students did not have habit to write essay in their home 

possibility they unsual with new words, the structural of language, and the 

organize the sentences. Then, students just practice to write essay when the 

teacher gave them homework or duty but the result of their duty still far 

from teacher‟s expected. This statements was supposed by Hourani‟s 

research (2008, p. 46) he said “Lack of writing activities may lead to 

weakness in the writing skill as a result a lot of errors in students essays 
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will occur”. This statement has been tested by several language experts. 

Therefore, we can conclude if students seldom to practice write essay, the 

error problem of students would be occur. 

According to Brown (2000)  there are four factor making error in writing 

recout text, they are: 

1. Interlingual transfer 

 Interlingual transfer is a significant source of error for all learners. 

The beginning stages of learning a second language are especially 

vulnerable to interlingual transfer from the native language or interference. 

In these early stages, before the system of the second language is familiar, 

the native language is the only previous linguistic system upon which the 

learner can draw. 

2. Intralingual transfer  

  Intralingual transfer is a main factor in the second language learning. 

This is the negative transfer of items within the target language. in other 

words, the incorrect generalization of the rules within the target language. 

Researchers found that early steps of language learning are characterized 

by apre-dominance interference, but the learners have begun to find parts 

of new system. 

3. Context of learning 

 Context of learning is also make learners error in language learning. 

Context refers to the classroom with related to teacher and material in the 
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case of school learning or situation in the case of untutored second 

language learning. Students often make errors because of the wrong 

explanation from the teacher, faulty 17 presentation of a structure or word 

in a textbook, or improperly contextualized because a pattern was seldom 

memorized in a practice. 

4. Communication strategies  

 Communication strategies were define and relate to learning styles. 

Learners obviously use production strategies in order to enhance getting 

their messages across, but at times these techniques can become a source of 

error. 

2. Recount text 

a. Definition of Recount Text 

  According to Knapp and Watkins (2005, p. 223) recount text is a 

sequential text that does little more than sequence a series of events. It differs 

from narrative in that the events are portrayed in chronological order – in 

order in which they occurred rather than manipulated for maximum impact or 

drama. 

There are three kinds of recount: personal recount, factual recount, and 

imaginative recount. 

b.  Structure of Recount text 

 The common structure of recount text is started with the title, which 

usually summarizes the text. The basic recount consists of three parts: 
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1. The setting or orientation; background information answering who, 

when, where. and why. 

2. Events are identified and described in chronological order.  

3. Concluding comments express a personal opinion regarding the events 

described.  

c. Language feature of Recount Text 

In factual recount, details are selected to help the reader reconstruct 

the activity or incident. The ending may describe the outcome of the 

activity, e.g. in a science activity. details of time, place, and incident need 

to be clearly stated, and descriptive details may also be required to provide 

information.  

Furthermore, the language features of recount are:  

1. The use of nouns and pronouns (e.g. David, we, his)  

2. The use of action verbs (e.g. went, spent, played)  

3. The use of past tense (e.g. we went for a trip to the zoo)  

4. The use of time conjunctions (e.g. and, but, after, finally)  

5. The use of adverbs and adverbs phrase (e.g. in my house, two days 

ago, slowly, cheerfully)  

6. Adjectives (beautiful, sunny).  

d. Grammatical error in writing recount text 

Azar (1989) as cited Eti Fitriana (2019) classifies fourteen types of 

grammatical errors in writing, namely errors in producing singular plural, 
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word form, word choice, verb tense, add a word, omit a word, word order, 

spelling, article, capitalization, run on sentence, punctuation, meaning not 

clear, and incomplete sentence. Fitriana (2019) Most of students had problems 

in writing, especially in writing a recount text. They had to concern with the 

text organization and the language features because of their limited mastery. 

The students were confused of how to write a recount text correctly. When the 

students wrote the text, the errors occurred in the text organization and the 

language features, such as use of past tense. In using past tense, students have 

to be able change words of regular and irregular verbs. 

B. Relevant Research 

There are some researchers that have conducted a research about grammatical 

error in writing. The researcher took three of them to ascertain the authenticity of the 

research. The first researcher is Ardi Jernih Miko (2018) investigated Students 

Grammatical Errors in Writing”. The research technique of data analysis used surface 

structure taxonomy by Dulay, Burt, and Krashen (1982) to find out the errors. It is 

omission, addition, misformation, and misordering. The result of the research is 

31.75% of omission of errors, 20.17% errorss were found in addition, 42.72% errors 

are selection, and errors ordering was 5.34%.  

 The second researcher is Prabarini Sampurna Putri and Anna Dewanti (2014) 

investigated second semester students about grammatical errors in writing narrative 

text. The research technique of data analysis used classification by Ho. The result of 

the research is 39% of verb-verb group, 18% of omission of suffix -s/ -es/ -ed/ -ing, 
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32% of miscellaneous errors, 13% of noun-noun groups, 9% preposition, and 6,7% 

sentence structure. 

 The third researcher is Eny Maulita Purnama Sari (2016) investigated the 

interference of L1 (Indonesian) into L2 (English) and the errors that occur due to the 

influence of TL (target language). The researcher compared the finding in junior high 

school level, vocational high school level, and university students. The frequency of 

interlingual errors in Junior High School 36 cases (30.26%), in Vocation High School 

39 cases (36.77%) and 9 cases (10.98%) in University. The frequency of intralingual 

errors in Junior High School 83 cases (69.74%), in Vocation High School 70 cases 

(64.23%) and 73 cases (89.02%) in University. 

 Next, at SMA Negeri 1 Mesuji Timur conducted by Siti Munawaroh.12 This 

researcher used dulay‟s surface strategy taxonomy to classify the types of errors. 

There are some differences between the previous study and the current study. The 

previous research, grammatical error has been done in writing descrptive text. 

Meanwhile the current research, the grammatical error will be focus in writing 

recount text. 

 The last, At University of Tanjung Pura, Pontianak conducted by D.Ramlu. 

An Analysis of Students‟ Error in Writing Reocunt Text.13 He classify error into four 

errors, namely error at content : orientation, events, and re – orientation. Error at 

grammar based on surface strategy and error at vocabulary. The differentiation 

between previous study and current study are he also discussed error at content and 
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vocabulary but the writer did not discussed about it. The similarities the writer 

discuss error grammar based on four kinds , error in surface strategy taxonomy. 

 In studies on grammatical error in writing recount text, the previous research 

showed that the students were still confused in using grammar in writing , exactly in 

writing a recount text. They were still lack of knowledge in using. Based on the 

previous research, the researcher interested to research an analysis of grammatical 

errors in writing recount text because this research is still lack of attention to be 

investigate. The researcher was investigated the types of students‟ errors and the 

sources of students‟ errors in writing recount text. 

C.  Operational concept 

 Based on the theories and previous researches above, it is necessary to 

clarify the phenomena used in this research. The phenomena in this research  was 

investigated the students‟ grammatical error in writing recount text. 

  The researcher establishes the indicators of types of errors based on surface strategy 

taxonomy by Dulay (1982, p. 104), as follows: 

1. Omission 

 In the omission case, to make the students are able to use tobe. 

2. Addition 

 In the addition case, to make the students are able to use verb. 

3. Misformation 

In the misformation case, to make the students are able tu put the subject and 

object correctly 
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4. Misordering 

In the misordering case, to make the students are able the rule of english 

grammar and how to apply it 

 The researcher classified the source of error based on brown theory. 

Moreover, the types of errors can be found out what the sources of the errors are. 

There are four the sources of errors based on Brown (2007), but in this research, the 

researcher use 2 theory, such as: 

a. Interlingual transfer 

Interlingual transfer is a strategy that used by the beginner with combine 

mother tongue and second language. 

b. Intralingual transfer 

Intralingual transfer is errors factor that made by the learner because the 

target language that the learner studied was different with their mother 

tongue. 

  In this research just using interlingual transfer and intralingual transfer. The 

researcher analyzed the error whether it came from the Indonesian language 

(interlingual) or came from English (intralingual). So that the writer would not use 

the sources of error based on con-text learning and communication strategies. 
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CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHOD 

 

A. Research Design 

The design of this research is descriptive quantitative research. Descriptive 

research is also call as survey research that collected numerical data to answer 

question about the correct status of the subject of the study. According to Gay 

(2012, p. 443) stated that descriptive research is a survey research. This 

research are involves collecting data in order to test hypotheses or to answer 

questions about the opinions of people about some topic or issue. Besides, 

Creswell (2012, p. 74) stated that survey research designs are procedures in 

quantitative research in which investigators administera survey to a sample or 

to the entire population of people to describe the attitudes, opinions, 

behaviors, or characteristics of the population. And descriptive research is 

concern with how what is or what exists is related to some preceding event 

that has influenced or affected a present conditionor event(Best, 1970 cited in 

Cohen, 2000).Based on the statements above, it can be seen that descriptive 

research is a research design where the researcher surveys the people to 

describe the attitudes, opinions, behaviors, or characteristics that concerns 

with the problem exist recently. In this research, there are one variable.   
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B. Location and the time of the Research 

The research was conducted at State Senior High School 1 kuantan mudik at 

Kuantan Mudik, Kuantan Singingi  Regency. The research was conducted from 

January 2022. 

C. Subject and Object of the Research 

The subject of the research is the first year students at State Senior High School 1 

kuantan mudik, and the researcher took X MIPA 1 whit consist of 35 students as the 

subject particularly. The object of the research is the students’ grammatical error of 

recount text. 

D. Population and sample 

1. Population  

The population of this research was all the first year students of State 

Senior High School 1 Kuantan mudik. There were ten classes which consisted X 

MIPA 1, X MIPA 2, X MIPA 3, X IPS 1, X IPS 2.  The total number of 

population is 168 students. 

Table III.1 

The Population of the Tenth Grade 

Students of State Senior High School 1 Kuantan Mudik 

No Classes Population 

1 X MIPA 1 35 Students 

2 X MIPA 2 31 Students 

3 XMIPA 3 33 Students 

4 X IPS 1 33 Students 

5 X IPS 2 36 Students 

Total 168 Students 

Source: Curriculum section of State Senior High School 1 Kuantan Mudik 
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2. Sample 

In this research`the writer take one classes as sample by using cluster 

sampling. According to Gay & Airasian (2002, p.129), cluster sampling 

selects based on group not individually, all the members of selected group 

have similar characteristics. The writer will use class X IPA 1 which consist 

of 35 students 

Table III.2 

Sample of the research 

No Classes Population 

1 X MIPA 1 35 Students 

 

E.   Technique of collecting the Data 

 In this research, the researcher used two types of techniques in collecting the 

data. Two types of techniques in collecting the data were document. 

1. Document paper 

 

The  researcher  used  document  as  the  first  technique  of  the 

research.  This  technique  used  to  collect  the  data  of  students‟  

writing recount text. The document was the result of students‟ writing 

recount text that has been done by the English teacher of tenth grade 

of IPA 1. In addition, Creswell (2012, p. 223) states that the sources of 

documentation will provide valuable information in helping 

researchers understand about the problems of the research. So, the 
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document had been relevant to the research that helped the researcher 

to gain the information. 

Collecting personal documents can provide researcher rich 

sources of information (Creswell, 2012, p.223).  This research was 

a  private  document  which  the  researcher  had collected students‟ 

writing of recount text. Each of students of the tenth grade  of  IPA  1  

had  written  a  recount  text  about  their experience  on holiday. 

F. Technique of  the Data Analysis 

The researcher used descriptive quantitative research in this research which the 

method is conveyed in descriptive statistic way to describe and to interpret the result 

of quantitative data. As Corder(1967) in Ellis and Barkhuizen(2005) suggests the 

steps of analyzing error, the data is analyzed as follow:  

1. Identification of the errors  

In this step, the researcher studies the acquired data and tries to find out the 

grammatical errors by underlying the errors. The researcher tries to analyze 

the data as objective as possible.  

2. Classification of the errors  

Once the errors have been identified, the researcher classifies them based on 

Betty Schrampfer Azar’s error analysis category, they are: singular-plural, 

word form, word choice, verb tense, add a word, omit a word, word order, 
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spelling, punctuation, capitalization, article, meaning not clear, incomplete 

sentence and run on sentence.  

3. Calculation of the errors  

In this step, the researcher calculates the errors in order to know how frequent 

these errors have been made by the students. In calculating the frequency of 

these each error, the researcher employs the following formula:  

P = 𝐹 x 100% 
        N  

P= Percentages  

F= Frequency of errors 

N= Number of cases (total frequent, total individual)  

By calculating the frequency of each error, the researcher can identify the 

most frequent error and the least frequent error made by the students. Then the 

researcher describes the result of each type of errors to make it clear.  

4. Making table result  

Once the errors are calculated and arranged the table result of the analysis. 

This table is meant to make easy the identification of the percentage of each 

error.  

5. Drawing a conclusion  

The next step would be drawing a conclusion based on the analysis. In this 

step, the researcher makes valid conclusion in the form of a brief description 

of the errors.  
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6. Describing the cause of error  

The each classification of errors is analyzed by the researcher using Richard’s 

theory to find out the sources of errors. Richard classifies the sources of errors 

into two categories, interlingual error and intralingual error. 
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CHAPTER V 

 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

 

A. Conclusion 

Based on the results and discussion in the chapter IV, finally the writer 

concluded that the answer of the formulation of the problem:  

1. The most frequent type of grammatical error commited by the students 

was omission, the next most frequent type errors commited was 

misfirmation, errors of addition and misordering came third and fourth. 

2. The major source of grammatical errors commited by the students was 

intralingual transfer, the next most frequents sources of errors was 

interlingual transfer. 

B.   Suggestion 

1. Suggestion for the Students: 

a. The students should pay more attention to the english grammar rules. 

They also need to practice of writing a recount text. 

b. The teacher should improvee the teaching learning process to make 

students more familiar with the english structures and rules. 

c. This research has many weaknesses. The researcher suggests that 

further researcher should focus on particular aspect of grammar to 

avoid the wide scope of grammar it self. 
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