
CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

A. Background of the Problem

Writing is one of the important skills in a language.  A writing can be a

facility for everyone without a limitation to facilitate, to share and to inform

information to others.  Writing can be as a tool to connect a relationship

separated.  Olshtain in Celce and Murcia states that a writing is an act of

communication which takes place between the writer and readers via a writing1.

It is clear to inform that a writing can be a facility for everyone to deliver his or

her ideas to others.  The long distance between a writer and readers will be

connected through a writing.    So that, a writing is supposed as an important skill

that human should understand and master.

To understand the writing is not too easy.  Saddler (2004; in Westwood)

wisely remarks that, a good writing is not only a hard work, it is an extremely

complex and challenging mental task2. Based on the words stated by saddler, it is

a rigid statement to inform that writing is not too easy.  To understand and to

master the writing need a hard work and mental readiness to help you take a part

in the world of writing.  In the context of writing, there are many interrelated

components that should be understood by students as writers because writing is a

complex act.  Sturm and Koppenhaver (2000; in Westwood) also inform that

1 Celce-Murcia, Mariane. Teaching English as a Second or Foreign Language, 3rd edition, (Boston:
Heinle & heinle, a division of Thomson Learning, Inc, 2001), 207.
2 Westwood, Peter. What Teacher Need to Know about Reading and Writing Difficulties. (Victoria:
Acer Press 2008), 57.
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composing for writing involves a complex thinking that must integrate multiple

components including the topic or theme, choice of words, organization, purpose,

audience, clarity, sequence, cohesion and transcription3.  The complexity of a

printed writing is not only determined by components mentioned above, but it is

also determined by the kinds of writing.  Different kinds of writings will show

different difficulties.

MAN 1 Pekanbaru was one of educational institutions in Pekanbaru using

School Based Curriculum (KTSP) in the Process of teaching and learning

English.  English subject was one of the subjects taught based on KTSP.  A

writing skill is the important skill which is required to be mastered by students.

It becomes the important skill because by writing students can show and explain

their ideas that they cannot show in spoken form.  Based on School Based

Curriculum, the standard competence of writing English referred to the capability

of students in expressing the meaning in monologue texts or essays which used

various written language accurately, fluently and contextually.4 In the Syllabus,

of many kinds of writing was an essay writing.  Essay writing consists of several

modes. One of which is a narrative essay.5

In the reality, activities in teaching and learning processes in MAN 1

Pekanbaru, English teacher used the old (traditional) strategies and methods,

such writing was usually done in long time, but students could not produce

3 Ibid. 56.
4 Depdiknas. Kurikulum Tingkat Satuan Pendidikan (KTSP). Sekolah Menengah Atas. (Jakarta:
Depdiknas. 2006).
5 Ibid.



enough words and sentences in their writing.  Ideally most of students had many

ideas that they could write in their writings, but the lack of mastering

vocabularies, the difficulty in expressing ideas, arranging words and sentences

and other linguistic components limited them to write what they wanted to state

in their writings.  Many students had problems in writing, it was also added by

their teachers that usually used the same techniques, strategies, and methods.

Based on the researcher’s preliminary study and observation, the problems can

be seen in the following phenomena:

1. Some of students were not interested in writing;

2. Some of students did not have enough ability to write;

3. Some of students could not express their ideas in written form;

4. Some of students often wrote ungrammatically;

5. A teacher is always monotonous in his teaching performances.

Based on the phenomena mentioned above, it is clear that most of students had a

lot of problems in processing of writing.  Especially in writing on narrative

paragraphs, students often encountered many problems such as: the difficulties in

expressing ideas, using past tense and action verbs, arranging paragraph based on

the generic structures, etc.  All of problems encountered by students, of course

influenced achievements gotten by them.  In solving problems encountered by

students, Approach is one of solutions.  According to Graham and Perin (2007a;

in Westwood), Effective approach will be able to raise the achievement6.  In this

era, there are so many issues developing and developed by some experts.  Some

6 Westwood. Loc.Cit., 71.



experts claim that individual writing can solve the problems faced by students

and it is supposed better than collaborative writing.  In other side, contrary, some

experts also claim that collaborative writing is better than individual writing

because they are sure writing collaboratively will be able to improve and

increase the ability of students in writing.  So that, in this case there are two

approaches that will be discussed to help students in developing their ability to

write and raise their achievement.  They are individual writing and collaborative

writing.

Individual writing is the process of writing which is done individually.  In this

way, students will write individually.  One of the advantages of doing individual

writing is that a writer can be free of the problem coming from outside, Based on

Poe interviews’, he found that the individual writer will be free of interpersonal

conflict7.  It is clear enough to state that writing individual will make a writer

enjoy in the process of writing.  If the writer has no problem that will disturb

him, of course the writer will be able to finish his writings well.

The second way is that a collaborative writing.  Collaborative writing is a

process of writing that is done by a group or pair.  In line with the statement

from www.ukessays.co.uk, that collaborative writing refers to a writing work

which is worked collaboratively (multiple people together)8. Besides,

collaborative has many advantages such as: writers can share experience and

7 Poe, Mya., Neal Learner, and Jennifer Craig. Learning to Communicate in Science and Engineering:
Case Studies from MIT. (Stone Serif, MIT Press 2010), p. 149.
8 Collaborative Writing. http://www.ukessays.co.uk/essays/english-language/collaborative-writing.php.
(Retrieved on March 25th, 2013).



knowledge, give support and help to the members of the group and finish the

writing work faster.  Besides, Glynn has stated that writing collaboratively can

give many advantages such making a difficult task can be easier because in a

group will be found skill, experience and knowledge more than in individual

work9.  All statements stated above is clear explaining the ways which can be

used as ways to solve the problems in the process of writing.

Based on the phenomena mentioned above, it is clear that most of students

had a lot of problems in writing on the narrative paragraphs. Even though they

have studied writing in English since they were at the first year of their junior

high school (10 Semesters).  Therefore, the researcher was interested in

investigating the problems into a research entitled “The Comparison between

Individual and Collaborative Writing on Narrative Paragraphs

Achievement of The Second Year Students at MAN 1 Pekanbaru.”

B. Definition of the Term

There are some terms involved in this research, thus to avoid

misunderstanding and misinterpreting toward the terms used in this research, the

following terms are defined as follows:

9 Glynn, Richard. When Is Individual or Group Work Preferable to Team Work. P. 2(Retrieved on
March 25th, 2013).
http://www.pinnacleperformance.co.uk/resources/article%202%20when%20individual%20or%20grou
p%20work%20preferable%20to%20team%20work. (Retrieved on March 25th, 2013).



Comparison

According to Richard, comparison is describing the similiarity or differences

between two items10.  However in this research, comparison refers to compare to

different things (population), they are between X1 and X2.  X1 refers to

individual writing achievement, and X2 refers to collaborative writing

achievement.

Individual writing

According to Craig, individual refers to an individual or a single human

being11.  However in this research, individual writing is the act of writing which

is done by a single human being or a person and it is viewed as an approach in

terms of teaching and learning of writing.

Collaborative writing

According to Craig, collaborative means working together12.  In this research,

a researcher means collaborative writing as an effort of processing and producing

written form together.  It means that it is done by more than one person.  Graham

and Perin (2007a; in Westwood) state that collaborative writing is a teaching and

learning approach13.  In this research, collaborative writing is also defined as an

approach in terms of teaching and learning of writing.

10 Richards, Jack C., John Platt, and Heidi Platt. Longman Dictionary of: Language Teaching and
Applied Linguistics, 2nd edition. (Edinburgh Gate, Harlow: Longman Group UK Limited 1992), 229.
11 Craig, Jim A.,et. Al. The American Heritage Dictionary: of The English Language, 3rd edition.
(Auto-Graphic Inc 1991),  3707.
12 Ibid. 1540.
13 Westwood. Loc.Cit., 71.



Achievement

According to Craig, achievement is something finished successfully or feat14.

In this research paper achievement is scores of students’ writing works.

Narrative paragraph

According to Crystal, narrative is a recapitulation of past experience to tell the

events (real or fictions)15.  In this research, researcher means that narrative

paragraph is a paragraph which tells the past event.

C. Problem

1. Identification of the Problem

Based on problems stated above, the researcher tried to identify some

interrelated problems as bellow:

a. How is students’ individual writing on narrative paragraphs achievement

at the second year of MAN 1 Pekanbaru?

b. How is students’ collaborative writing on narrative paragraphs

achievement at the second year of MAN 1 Pekanbaru?

c. Is there any significant difference between individual and collaborative

writing on narrative paragraphs achievement at the second year students

in MAN 1 Pekanbaru?

d. What factors make individual writing good/ bad?

e. What factors make collaborative writing good/ bad?

14 Ibid. 141.
15 Crystal, David. A Dictionary of linguistics and Phonetics, 6th edition. (Malden: Blackwell Publishing
2008), 320.



2. Limitation of the Problem

Based on the identification of the problems, there were many problems in

this research.  But, in this research paper, the researcher focused on “The

Comparison between Individual and Collaborative Writing on Narrative

Paragraphs Achievement at The Second Year Students of MAN 1

Pekanbaru.”

3. Formulation of the Problem

Based on the limitation of the problems stated above, thus, the problems

of this research can be stated in the following research questions:

1. How is students’ individual writing on narrative paragraphs achievement

of the second year at MAN 1 Pekanbaru?

2. How is students’ collaborative writing on narrative paragraphs

achievement of the second year at MAN 1 Pekanbaru?

3. Is there any significant difference between Individual and Collaborative

Writing on Narrative paragraphs Achievement of The Second Year

Students at MAN 1 Pekanbaru?

D. Reason for Choosing the Title

There were some reasons why the researcher was interested in carrying out

this research based on the following reasons:

1. The title of this research was relevant with the writer’s status as a student of

English education department.



2. The title of this research was not yet investigated by other previous

researchers.

3. The location of this research facilitated the writer in conducting this research.

E. Objective and Significance of the Research

1. Objective of the Research

The objective of this research was

a. To identify the students’ individual writing achievement on narrative

paragraphs.

b. To identify the students’ collaborative writing achievement on narrative

paragraphs.

c. To find out the difference of writing on narrative paragraphs achievement

between students writing individually and collaboratively.

2. Significance of the Research

a. Hopefully this research is able to benefit the writer as a novice

researcher, especially in learning how to conduct a research.

b. The research findings are also hopefully useful and valuable, especially

for students and teachers of English of the second year students at MAN

1 Pekanbaru to be consideration in their teaching and learning process in

the future.

c. Besides, these research findings are also expected to be positive and

valuable information, especially for those who are concerned in the world

of teaching and learning English as a foreign language or second



language and for those who are concerned in the world of teaching and

learning.

d. Finally, these research questions are expected to be practical and

theoretical information to the development of theories on language

teaching.


