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ABSTRAK 

 
Dendy Legawa (2022): Strategi Guru dalam Mengajar Mendeskripsikan Gambar 

di SMPN 1 Pangkalan Kerinci 

Penelitian bertujuan untuk mengetahui strategi guru dalam mengajar mendeskripsikan 

gambar di SMPN 1 Pangkalan Kerinci. Dalam melakukan penelitian ini, peneliti 

menggunakan metode deskriptif kualitatif, yaitu metode yang menjelaskan dengan 

menggunakan kata, frasa, dan kalimat. Partisipan penelitian adalah seorang guru wanita 

dari SMPN 1 Pangkalan Kerinci. Data dikumpulkan dengan menggunakan observasi dan 

wawancara terstruktur dengan guru. Observasi dilakukan dengan melihat video guru 

mengajar mendeskripsikan gambar. Kemudian, wawancara digunakan untuk mendukung 

observasi. Hasil penelitian ini menunjukkan bahwa strategi yang digunakan guru dalam 

mengajar mendeskripsikan gambar adalah Example non Example. Mengajar 

mendeskripsikan gambar juga sangat membantu guru untuk menarik ketertarikkan siswa 

dalam belajar bahasa inggris, terkhususnya untuk siswa yang belum pernah belajar 

bahasa inggris.  
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ABSTRACT 

 

Dendy Legawa (2022): The Teacher’s Strategy in Teaching Describing Picture at 

SMPN 1 Pangkalan Kerinci 

This research aimed to find out the teacher’s strategy in teaching describing picture at 

SMPN 1 Pangkalan Kerinci. In conducting this research, the researcher used descriptive 

qualitative method namely the method which gives explanation by using words, phrases, 

and sentences. The research participant was a female English teacher at SMPN 1 

Pangkalan Kerinci. The data were collected by using observation and structured 

interview on the teacher. Observation was conducted by watching the video of the 

teacher teaching describing picture. Then, the interview was used to support the 

observation result. The result of this research showed that the strategy used by the 

teacher in teaching describing picture was Example non Example. Teaching describing 

picture strongly assists the teacher to attract the students’ attention to learn English, 

especially for students who never learn English yet.   
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 الملخص
 

صور بالمدرسة المتوسطة في وصف ال المعلم ( : استيراتيجية٢٠٢٢) داندي ليغاوا
 ببانكاالن كرينجي ١الحكومية 

  
صور باملدرسة املتوسطة إىل التعرف على استرياتيجية املعلم يف وصف ال يهدف هذا البحث

في النوعي، هو ببانكاالن كرينجي. استخدم الباحث يف هذا البحثاملنهج الوص ١احلكومية 
املدرسة املنهج الذي يشرح ويصف بكلمات وعبارات ومجل. عينة الباحث هي املعلمة من 

املوزونة  واملقابلة ببانكاالن كرينجي. مجع الباحث البيانات بطريقة املالحظة١احلكومية  املتوسطة
تخدم املقابلة مع املعلم. قام الباحث املالحظة مبشاهدة فيديو املعلم الذي يصف الصور. مث اس

. النتيجة من هذا البحث دلت على اسرتاتيجية مستخدمة لوصف الصور هي املالحظة لدعم
Example non Example التعليم بوصف الصور هو يسهل املعلم يف تعليم اللغة العربية سهال .

 العربية. اللغة ميسرا، خاصة للطالب الذين مل يدرسوا
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background of the Problems 

English has become the most used language in the world. English is vibrant 

and international language that can be used in many ways; to gather information 

around the world, to be able to communicate globally, to study abroad, advancing 

career, and more. With it widespread usage, it is easy to understand why English 

is an excellent language to study to communicate with others across the globe. 

Learning foreign languages, especially English, has been used as a strategic 

tool and strategy for human resource development at various time in the history of 

education in this world. Indonesia education system obliging, students at junior 

high school and senior high school level must pass an English examination for 

graduating. That means learning English as a foreign language is very important 

especially in the world of education. This is also based on the explanation from 

Balan (2011) which states the importance of English as an international language 

whereby education and cultures are exchanged at all levels. 

In educating students, the teacher plays an important role in the school. The 

teacher in interactive teaching does not have only educational and vocational roles 

but he/she has to be a designer, programmer, diagnostician, researcher, organizer, 

manager, innovator, educator, and advisor (Illic, 1999). More specifically, the 

teacher is the organizer of teaching and partner during the communication with 

his/her pupils.  
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Teaching English is not easy. With different levels of skill in each class, 

teachers must use effective strategy that allows students to learn the material. 

Teachers must be creative in choosing materials and be able to stimulate students’ 

interest. Therefore, the teacher needs to manipulate several strategies to support 

the teaching and learning process. Strategies can make learning “easier, faster, 

more enjoyable, more self-directed, more effective, and more transferable to new 

situations” (Oxford, 1990). 

Teaching English is a challenge for all of the teachers, because language is a 

study that requires mastery of four skills. English learning can be defined as 

mastery of four skills. According to Richard & Schmidt (2002), “skills in 

language teaching are the mode or way in which the language is used. The four 

language skills are listening, speaking, reading, and writing. The four skills are 

categorized into two categories namely speaking and writing which called active 

or productive skills, while reading and listening are called passive or receptive 

skills”. Mohan (1986) explains that, in a segregated skill approach, the mastery of 

discrete skills, such as reading and writing, or reading and speaking are 

considered as the key to successful language learning and language learning is 

typically separated from content learning. 

Yet, teaching English as a foreign language is not easy. In particular case of 

English teaching in Indonesia, both teachers and students still encounter many 

problems during teaching and learning English process. This is the challenge that 

will be encountered by every teacher, and that will be the teacher’s job to find a 

strategy that correctly suitable for students in teaching English.  
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There are so many strategies that can be used in teaching and learning 

English class. Yet, the researcher found that teachers still have challenges and 

difficulties in finding strategies that are suit for the students’ learning process. 

Teachers are not creative enough to teach the students which make students faced 

many problems during teaching and learning process. In this case of problems and 

difficulties faced by teachers and students in teaching and learning process the 

researcher chooses picture as the media for teaching material to be analyzed. 

The success of the teaching-learning process is highly influenced by the 

patterns of interactions that appeared in classroom activities (Sari, 2018). There is 

an alternative for teachers to make the class interesting by using a learning 

application since it is also a trigger for students to learn in a very attractive way 

and boost their English skills without having a monotonous activity in a class 

(Wahyudin & Rido, 2020).  

Describing pictures is one of the activities in learning to speak English. In 

this activity, students must describe pictures in front of the class. Every student 

gets one picture and must describe it. The purposes of this activity are to train 

students’ imagination and retell stories in speaking English. The use of pictures 

may also create an interesting situation in the classroom.  

To aid teachers in conducting instructions and achieving the objectives of 

materials, they can use some instructional materials as the source of teaching and 

learning activities in the classroom. The researcher chooses the describing pictures 

for this study because pictures are good visual aid in teaching-learning in the 

classroom and considered effectively to engage the students’ attention. According 
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to Huebner (1990), picture as one of the visual aids is every type of pictorial 

presentation. Pictures can be designed and be used in teaching material in 

expressing personal identity text. The media will facilitate the capture of student 

or teacher to master the material presented.  

Moreover, the students can practice their speaking fluently by using correct 

pronunciation in explaining the content of pictures in front of the class. The 

learning process truly depends on the teachers on how they guide the students and 

create the teaching-learning process become comfortable. It can be applied 

through the use of pictures.  

In the course of education and learning, English teachers need to motivate 

students to learn English, because most of them have difficulty in learning a 

language. There are several reasons why students may find it difficult to speak. 

First, when the teacher asks to speak, they are shy. Second, they always think 

about the structure before talking. Third, students often feel confused when 

clarifying what they want to say. Fourth, students know how to speak well, but 

have no motivation to improve their speaking skills. Fifth, students tend to be 

afraid to make mistakes, nervous about expressing their thoughts verbally, and 

shy. They are also not confident in speaking English. To solve student problems, 

teachers need to have new strategy to improve student conversation.  

Based on pre-observation, the researcher found that SMPN 1 Pangkalan 

Kerinci has applied teaching strategy in teaching English and it made students 

easier to learn English. The appropriate and suitable teaching strategy in teaching 

English can improve students’ ability in learning English. Therefore, the research 
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about teaching strategy can be a reference for teacher in order to improve teachers’ 

qualities in teaching English. 

The researcher chooses the describing pictures as the material of learning 

for this research because Pictures are good visual aid in teaching learning in the 

classroom. And according to Kidler (1992),”As a media, pictures can help the 

teacher to make the students interest and enjoy to learn especially English. 

Moreover, pictures can present the real situation”. It means that by using picture, 

the students can imagine the abstract to be real situation. 

Based on the explanation above, the researcher wants to explore strategy 

that is suitable and interesting for teaching English especially in teaching 

describing picture. That’s why the focus of this research will be: Teacher’s 

Strategy in Teaching Describing Picture at SMPN 1 Pangkalan Kerinci. 

B. Problems 

1. Identification of The Problems 

The identification of the problem of this resrearch is how the teacher 

teaches describing picture at SMPN 1 Pangkalan Kerinci. 

2. Limitation of The Problems 

Based on the problem identified above, this researcher should limit 

the problem. This research will focus on the strategy used by the teacher in 

teaching describing picture at SMPN 1 Pangkalan Kerinci. 

3. Formulation of the Problems 

What is the teacher’s strategy in teaching describing picture at SMPN 

1 Pangkalan Kerinci? 
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C. Objectives and Significances of The Research 

1. The Objectives of The Research 

The objectives of this research as follows: 

1. To describe how teacher teaches describing picture at SMPN 1 

Pangkalan Kerinci. 

2. The Significances of The Research 

The significances of this research are: 

1. The result of the study has the benefit for the English teachers to 

enrich the knowledge of ways in improving students’ English. 

2. This research is expected to improve students’ interest in learning 

English. 

3. To fulfill one of the requirements to finish the researcher’s study in 

English Education Department of State Islamic University Sultan 

Syarif Kasim Riau. 

D. The Definition of Term 

1. Describing Picture 

According to Solahudin (2009), “describing picture is useful for 

training students’ imagination and retell story in learning English”. 

Harmer (2001) points out that the teacher can stimulate the students to 

produce oral compositions by showing them a series of pictures, 

miming a story, or playing them a tape with a series of sounds. 

Therefore, pictures can also make students more productive to develop 

their skills. 
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Describing picture is one of activity in learning English. In this activity, 

students have to describe picture in the front of the class. Every student gets 

one picture and has to describe it. The functions of this activity are to 

educate students creativeness and with the intention to retell story in the 

front of the class. 
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CHAPTER II 

THEORETICAL REVIEW 

A. The Theoretical Framework 

1. Teaching Strategy 

Teaching strategies can be said as the first step and English teacher to 

master in teaching English because there are many kinds of teaching 

strategies that can be used. Every strategy also has the different result. For 

example, the teacher can apply many kinds of strategies in the English class 

to create the student’s interest and also to increase the student’s attention in 

learning process. The good strategy in teaching English process will give 

the different value to the learner. So, as the English teacher must master the 

affective strategies if they want success in learning process. 

In the study of educational technology, the strategy is included in the 

realm of learning design. The development of strategy as a science has 

developed starting from the military world and then used in education. In 

warfare, strategy is needed to obtain victory. Likewise with the learning 

process, educators must identify all those related to the learning process that 

will be carried out. Educators need to know who will be their students, how 

different levels of intelligence, from what background they come from, how 

they are motivated, and so forth. Haidir and Salim (2012) states the word 

strategy is often interpreted by technique or method, which is a way to 

convey a message in this case subject matter to students to achieve the 
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stated learning goals. Thus, the word strategy is related to the way, tactics 

or methods to do something.  

According to Kunandar (2007) The basic element in teaching and 

learning is the teacher. Teacher is a professional educator who has 

responsibility in educating, teaching, supervising, directing, training, 

assessing, and evaluating learners. Therefore, teacher has to be able to 

create a comfortable and conducive class environment to make the students 

enjoy the class and learn the material at the same time. As result, the goal of 

the learning can be achieved. Since students are various in characteristics 

and background, teacher needs to be careful in choosing the right way to be 

implemented in order to help the students achieve the learning goal. 

Therefore, a carefully designed procedure is primary in teaching and 

learning activities. In other words, teacher needs a certain strategy to reach 

a certain goal in teaching and learning.  

According to Richards (1992), a strategy is defined as a set of 

procedures in learning, thinking, teaching, etc. that is used as a way to 

achieve a certain goals. Every individual has his or her own way to reach 

the goals. that also happens to teacher. A strategy used by one teacher 

might be different with another teacher. It depends on the needs of their 

students or the learning objectives that they want to achieve.  

 From some of the definitions above, the researcher concludes that a 

teachers’ strategy is the method, technique, and tactic that teachers use to 
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teach their students. Teaching strategies are pre-developed, which are very 

necessary to achieve learning goals and convey materials easily. 

2. Describing Picture 

Describing picture is one of materials in way to teach English. 

According to Solahudin (2009), “describing picture is useful for training 

students’ imagination and retell story in learning English”. Harmer (2001) 

points out that the teacher can stimulate the students to produce oral 

compositions by showing them a series of pictures, miming a story, or 

playing them a tape with a series of sounds. Therefore, pictures can also 

make students more productive to develop their skills. 

Describing picture is one of activity in learning English. In this activity, 

students must describe picture in front of the class. Every students get one 

picture and must describe it. The purposes of this activity are to train 

students imagination and to be able to retell story in front of the class.  

Before the teacher can teach describing pictures, the teacher must know 

what to prepare and what to do before teaching describing pictures. 

1) Preparations  

If the teacher wants to teach describing picture more interesting, 

the teacher must prepares material that will be used in teaching 

describing picture. And there are so many sources teacher can choose 

to prepare the preparations: from a magazine, the internet, books, and 

pictures that show a number of different objects.  
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The pictures that will be used in teaching describing pictures must 

be clear so that the students can describe the picture more easily. The 

pictures that will be used as learning materials must be able to attract 

students' interest in learning process, so that students would not feel 

bored and the learning process can be fun for students. 

2) Procedures 

Describing picture is a material that is very easy to use to teach 

English to the students. There are steps of application in describing 

picture according to Ismail (2008) as follows:  

a. The teacher prepares picture according to the topic or material 

of subject.  

b. The teacher asks students to examine the picture accuracy.  

c. The teacher divides students in groups.  

d. The teacher asks all members of groups to write the 

vocabularies based on the result of their examined the picture. 

e. Then, every group make sentences and writes on the black 

board.  

f. After that, every group describes their picture by speaking in 

front of the class. 

g. Clarification/ conclusion/ teacher reflection.  
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2. The Concept of Picture 

a. The Definition of Picture Media 

Picture in one of teaching and learning language media as a media 

of two dimensions. Picture is an effective visual instrument, because it 

can apply things realistically. The information which will be expressed 

can be understood by the other people easily. It means that the content 

of pictures is similar in real situation. 

Picture is one of the visual aids. Pictures are used to support and 

help a teacher to interest the students because it is considered as a part 

of visual aids that have many functions in the teaching process. A 

number of experts propose their opinions and ideas related to the 

picture. According to collinsdictionary, “picture is a visual 

representation of something, such a person of scene, produced a surface 

as photograph, painting, and etc”. So, picture is a visual representation 

of something such as person or scene, it can be painting, photograph, 

drawn or map.  

Picture can also be the important key in communicative and 

interactive classroom. According to Hamalik (1988), “pictures are the 

effective visual media that are very important and easy. They can 

facilitate students to catch the ideas clearly”. Moreover, pictures will 

help us to initiate a new topic or catch students’ interest as they look 

and talk about them. 
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From the quotation above, it can be concluded that picture can be a 

good media to create an interesting teaching learning process. The 

students will be easily to catch the lesson by using a picture. The use of 

picture in teaching learning process can be more effectively and 

efficiently. As the results, it makes students more enjoy to learn 

English. They will be easy to express ideas when they use the picture 

as a media. The researcher hopes that picture can help students to catch 

ideas in learning English.  

b. Types of Pictures 

There are several kinds of picture. According to Szkyke (1981), 

“there are two kinds of pictures that are useful in teaching learning 

process as teaching aids; pictures of individual and situational pictures”. 

1. Pictures of individual  

a) Pictures of individual person or things may be used, mainly at 

the elementary level, to introduce or test vocabulary items. 

b) Portraits, which are pictures that show a person in close detail, 

are useful for intermediate and advance learners. The students 

can be asked questions about the age and proportion of the 

person, whether she/he is married, her/his interest and traits of 

character. The pictures have enough cues, so that the students 

can figure out the meaning of a new word and sentence 

structure. The students understand and retain the meaning of a 
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word better when they have seen or have touched some 

objects associated with it (Szkyke, 1981). 

2. Situational Pictures  

a) Situational pictures that show or suggest relationships between 

objects and or people can be good teaching for introducing, 

practicing or reviewing grammatical structures, from the 

simples the most complex. 

b) Situational pictures with striking details or strong points of 

interest are particularly useful. Such pictures can be found in 

various magazines and daily newspaper. According to Szkyke 

(1981), “They arouse interest and release imagination and 

entry, which is a hard thing to do in a language class”.  

In different sense, Harmer (2001) divides picture into five types: 

1. Flashcard  

Flashcard is a small card particularly used to drill the grammar 

items, identify different sentences, or practice vocabulary.  

2. Large wall picture  

The picture is big enough for everyone to see detail. 

Sometimes, teachers use large wall pictures for pointing the 

detail of a picture to elicit a response.  

3. Cue card  

Cue card is a small card used by students in pair or group 

work. Teachers put students in pair or groups and give them 
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some cue cards so that when the students pick up the top cue 

card in a pile, they have to say a sentence that the card 

suggests.  

4. Photograph or illustration  

Photograph or illustration is a photo or image that depicts a 

situation or people in action. The teachers use it to make the 

situation or the action clear. Photograph can be found in the 

book, newspaper, magazine, etc. 

5. Projected slide  

In the multimedia class, the teachers also use it in teaching. 

Sometimes, the teachers use the projector slide to show the 

images in the big form.  

Mackey (1996) divides three types of pictures. He focused on language 

teaching pictures. They are: 

1. Thematic Picture  

Thematic pictures are those used simply to illustrate a theme of a 

text. Their use in getting meaning across can only be incidental to 

their function as illustration. Thematic structure most often comes in 

the form of crowded scene, illustrating a single theme such as a 

teacher teaches in a classroom, a family leaves for vacation, etc.  

2. Mnemonic Picture  

Mnemonic pictures are those designed to remind the learner of 

certain word or sentences. They may be pictures of thing or situation, 
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presented simultaneously with sentences about these situations, and 

used later to remind the learner of these sentences.  

3. Semantic Picture  

Semantic pictures are the pictures that have function only to teach 

meaning or give a specific meaning. They may be pictures of single 

thing or plural thing.  

All those types mentioned above are possible to be used in classroom 

teaching-learning process. The picture can be chosen based on its function 

in understanding teaching material.  

c. The Criteria of Good Pictures  

To make the use of picture effective in class, and to make teaching and 

learning process become optimal, the teacher needs to know criteria in 

choosing and using pictures as visual aids in teaching language. There are 

some criteria that should be considered by the teachers. Finocchiaro 

(1996) said that there are four criteria that guide the teachers in choosing 

pictures in teaching;  

1. Pictures should be large enough to be seen by all students.  

2. The pictures of individual objects or people should be as simple as 

possible.  

3. Some of them should contain color for later use when adjectives of 

color are presented.  

4. The pictures should have no captions.  
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Wright (1989) also stated when the English teachers use or choose the 

pictures, they have to consider some criteria as a consideration in using 

picture in teaching and learning process; there are five criteria in choosing 

picture in the teaching and learning process, such as:  

1. Picture should be easy to prepare.  

2. Picture should be easy to organize. 

3. Picture should be interesting for the student. 

4. The language and the way teacher wants the students to use the media 

will be authentic and meaningful to the activity. 

5. The activity should give rise to a sufficient amount of language.  

From the description above, it can be seen that when the teachers 

want to use pictures in their teaching learning activity, the pictures should 

be large enough to be seen, should be as simple as possible, contain color 

for using adjective of color, and should have no captions. Picture also has 

to be easy to prepare and organize, it is interesting for the students, and 

has to be authentic and meaningful to the activity. Last but not least, there 

are some points for the teachers to select and use pictures in their 

teaching process; choosing the picture that suitable with the grammatical 

structure and vocabulary items, considering the size and clarity of the 

picture, and choosing pictures that appeal to the eyes and have the 

entertainment value. 
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d. The Roles of Picture Media 

According to Andrew Wright (1989) there are several roles of picture 

media: 

a) Pictures can motivate the students and make him or her want to pay 

attention and want to take a part. 

b) Pictures contribute to the context in which the language is being used.  

c) The pictures can be described in an objective way or interpreted or 

responded subjectively. 

d) Pictures can cue responses to question, or cue substitutions through 

controlled practice. 

e) Pictures can stimulate and provide information to be referred to in 

conversation, discussion, and storytelling. 

3. The Advantages and Disadvantages 

1. The Advantages 

A picture is an excellent media to create the exciting and alive 

teaching learning process. They provide variety of fun and game, 

furthermore, it may offer parallel opportunities both for teacher-

students and students’ interaction. Gerlach and Elly (1980) stated that 

the benefit of using picture as follows: 
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a. Pictures are inexpensive and widely available. The teacher 

can find picture easily, for example in the books, magazine, 

and newspaper, etc. 

b. Pictures provide common experiences for an entire group of 

students. It means by using picture, teacher can involve all of 

students in his or her class. 

c. Pictures can help prevent misunderstanding. It means by 

using pictures, teacher can explain the new vocabularies to 

his or her students easily. Therefore, it prevents 

misunderstanding between students’ perception and teachers’ 

perception. 

d. Pictures help the students to focus attention to the subject 

and make students active. 

Picture also can be used for presenting the meaning of word in 

order to make the students get the meaning easily, picture will make 

work more appealing or interesting, for the student especially, picture 

can make them predict what the next lesson and the last picture can 

stimulate the questions for the students to discuss. Celce-Murcia and 

Hilles (1998) also highlighted some advantage of using picture, 

“interesting or entertaining picture motivate student to respond in 

ways that more routine teaching aids, such as textbook or a sentence 

on the board, cannot.” The statement showed that the using of 
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textbook or a board and chalk for the teachers are common aids which 

can make the students sometimes feel bored. Therefore, using 

different aids, such as picture, is able to make the students 

enthusiastic and to motivate them in teaching and learning process. 

Pictures also add variety and maintain a high level of learners‟ 

interest. In addition, she also stated that, picture can be used in 

various ways to enhance learning and practice, such as work in pairs 

or groups. They enable students to do activities that encourage them 

to be more active and courageous in learning grammar by pairing or 

group working.  

According to Harmer (2001), “even in increasingly 

technological age, there is still a good value to be had from pictures 

of all shapes and size. Language teachers can use pictures as medium 

for controlled language work as an alternative to holding up objects”. 

It clearly shows that the use of pictures from all sizes and shapes can 

be used as an alternative to show representation or real objects in 

class. For example, if the teacher wants to show an elephant to the 

students, it is impossible to bring it in class. We can use the picture as 

an alternative way to bring representation of an elephant. 

According to Asnawir (2002) the advantages of using pictures 

are that they are more concrete to improve the students’ feeling. A 

simple shape will make it easier for both the teacher and the students 
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to bring it wherever. The pictures can solve time, room, eyes 

limitation of the user. Both the teacher and students will focus on 

looking at the picture.  

Furthermore, pictures serve for illustration, develop learners’ 

imagination, make the learning process more interesting and entertain 

at the same time Peskova (2008), She lists some reasons as follows:  

1. Availability: Pictures are inexpensive and easy to get – teachers 

can prepare cuttings from magazines, copies of pictures in books, 

calendar posters, etc. 

2. Interest: Personal pictures of the learners or of the teacher even 

better increase interest by the learners. They like talking about 

themselves and getting to know personal information of other 

people. 

3. Reaction: Hill (1990) claims also that well-chosen visuals evoke 

an immediate response from learners in any class – “a personal 

reaction which is the vital seed of all meaningful 

languagelearning”. 

4. Diversity: There is a wide spectrum of pictures – different types 

and formats, also the subject matter differs. What is more, learners 

usually cannot anticipate what will be the task. 
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5. Wide usage: Pictures can be used for various focuses on the 

language and from various aspects: discussion, essays, grammar 

practice, vocabulary, etc. 

6. Stimulus: They function as a stimulus (for writing, speaking, 

reading, listening exercises). 

7. Integrating subjects: There is usually more than one topic the 

picture relates to, which is an advantage mainly for primary 

schools pupils.  

From the theory above, the researcher conclude that teaching 

describing picture have many advantages in the teaching and learning 

process, they are: Learning becomes more interactive, the length of 

time required can be reduced, the instruction be more interesting, the 

quality of learning can be improved, and the process itself can be 

enhanced.  

From the explanation above, it shows that the use of pictures 

can add interest of students in learning English. Pictures are simple 

and more realistic than the object of students’ imagination. 

Furthermore, in teaching and learning English, picture can play an 

important role because it has a lot of contribution. Specifically, 

Wright (1989) stated that the pictures contribute to students’ interests 

and motivation, a sense of the context of the language, and a specific 

reference point or stimulus. 
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In conclusion, picture provides some advantages for teaching 

and learning process. One of them is it can attract the students’ 

motivation and their interest to respond the teachers’ explanation in 

teaching and learning process.  

2. The Disadvantages 

Pictures are not only have advantages in some cases, but they 

also have several disadvantages as media in teaching learning process. 

One of the disadvantages is unclear pictures will make the students 

misunderstand of what the picture describe. “Pictures provide a great 

deal of information at a glance, but when used to illustrate the 

meaning of a particular expression, they can mislead” (Lado, 2003). 

For example, the picture of trumpet with cross sign around the 

mosque that means the vehicle are not allowed to produce a sound, 

many children still do not know the meaning of this picture. 

Sudjana and Rivai (2001) had given some points that if the 

pictures are too small, they are difficult to see. Thus, the students’ 

attention and interest will lose. It means, it is bad if the teacher shows 

the small pictures to the students in front of the classroom. Every 

student will compete to see and make noisy. Obviously, the student 

will not give their attention anymore. However, small picture still can 

be used in pair or small group. 



 
 

24 

There are also other disadvantages of using picture in teaching 

and learning process, such as; 

a. Students pay attention on the picture more than on learned material. 

b. It takes time and costs much to provide attractive picture. 

c. Small and unclear pictures may cause problem in the teaching 

learning process since the students may misunderstand about the 

picture. 

Based on the points above, because of picture, students may not 

pay attention to the material that must be an important thing to learn 

instead of the picture that will make them pay more attention. Besides, 

the use of picture as medium of teaching learning activities needs a 

lot of time and costs. And the last, size of picture is important because 

small and unclear pictures are not suitable for big group students. It 

can cause problem since the students do not understand about the 

picture. In addition, Sadiman (2007) gave another opinion about some 

disadvantages of pictures as follows: 

a. The pictures only focus at the sight perception. 

b. The pictures that are too complex are ineffective in teaching 

learning process. Students do not know how to read the 

pictures. 

c. The small picture is not suitable for the big group. 
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According to Sadiman (2007), “the students sometimes do not 

understand of what the pictures describe about. It is because pictures 

are too complex. Moreover, the lack of color in some pictures will 

also restrict proper interpretation. Students do not always know how 

to read the pictures. Those reasons above can make 

misunderstanding. Therefore, to avoid this problem and to make the 

use of pictures to be effective, the teacher should use clear, simple, 

and big pictures to the students in order to make teaching and 

learning process more attractive”. 

B. Relevant Studies 

The first, a research by Fadel Latief (2017) entitled: The Effect of Using 

Picture Series Technique to Improve Students’ Speaking Skill in Narrative Text of 

Second Year at State Islamic Junior High School Kampar, he found out that by 

using picture as the media in teaching English was a success in increasing 

students’ score. The research showed that the result of students’ speaking skill in 

narrative text taught by using Picture Series Technique was better than without 

using the technique. It means in this research using a picture as the media of 

teaching and learning English process will help students to be better in learning 

English.  

The second, a research by Hasnah Fitri (2018) entitled: The Effect of Using 

Text with Picture Strategy on Students’ Reading Comprehension at The Second 

Class Junior High School 3 Kuok, she also found out that students had a higher 

score after taught by using picture.  
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The third, a research by Kiki Novita Sari (2017) entitled: The Analysis of 

Picture Series in Teaching Procedure Text to Fifth Graders of State Elementaru 

Sumber Rejo 2, Gedangan, her findings indicate that the teachers’ implementation 

in using picture is interesting. It is proved how the students’ responses after using 

picture series they feel better, more interested, more understand, and more 

enthusiasm to write about the procedure text. 

The fourth, a research by Maylia Suryani (2016) entitled: The 

Implementation of using Picture Media to Improve Students’ Writing 

Performance in Descriptive Text, the result of her research shows that there is an 

improvement of students’ writing performance in descriptive text using picture 

media. In can be seen from students’ mean score in percentage from cycle I to 

cycle II with the standarlized score (the minimum of passing criteria) is 65, in 

cycle I is 80% and in cycle II is 93.33%.  

The fifth, a research by Inta Aulia Asfa (2010) entitled: The Effectiveness of 

using Describing Picture to Improve Students’ Speaking Skill in Descriptive Text, 

she found that the t-test score was higher that the t-table (4.348 > 2.01). It means 

that Ha (alternative Hypotheses) was accepted while Ho (null hypotheses) was 

rejected. Since t-test score was higher than the t-table, describing picture was 

effective in improving students’ speaking skill in descriptive text at the eighth 

grade students of SMP H. Isriati Semarang. 

To sum up, all of those relevant studies have related problem to this 

research. And some of the relevant researches have the same strategy to be 

implemented to the students in learning process. The difference from these 



 
 

27 

relevant researches to this research can be seen from the formulations of the 

problems. The researcher wants to analyze about how the teacher teaches the 

students using picture as the media.  

C. Conceptual Framework 

A conceptual framework is an analytical tool with several variations and 

contexts. It can be applied in different categories of work where an overall picture 

is needed. It is used to make conceptual distinctions and organize ideas. Strong 

conceptual frameworks capture something real and do this in a way that is easy to 

remember and apply. 

David (2013) states a conceptual framework is an analytical tool with 

several variations and contexts. It is used to make conceptual distinctions and 

organize ideas. Strong conceptual frameworks capture something real and do this 

in a way that is easy to remember and apply. 

  

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Analytical_tool
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Table 2.1 

 

Chart II.1 The Conceptual Framework 

 

Teaching Describing 
Picture 

Pre - Activities Whilst Activities Post - Activities 

Result 

Teachers' Strategy 
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CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHOD 

A. The Research Design 

In this research, the researcher used descriptive qualitative research 

that focuses on the teacher’s strategies on classes. It describes the technique 

used by the teacher in SMPN 1 Pangkalan Kerinci. Qualitative research is 

used to describe and analyze the abilities, forms, uniqueness, variation of 

words produced by teachers in classes.  

According to Creswell (2014) “qualitative research is a research with 

an approach to understanding the meaning of individual or group and 

exploring social or human problems”. Furthermore, Sutopo and Arief (2010) 

states that qualitative is a study aimed at doing a description and analysis of 

a phenomenon, event, social activity, attitude, perception of each individual 

or in a particular group. This type of research was inductive, where the data 

at the location would be the main source of the phenomenon and problems 

in the observation process. So it can be concluded that descriptive 

qualitative trying to describe a social phenomenon in the form of words.  

Furthermore, according to Ary (2010), “descriptive data in qualitative 

research is the qualitative inquirer deals with data that are in the form of 

quotes from documents, field notes, and interviews or excerpts from 

videotapes, audiotapes, or electronic communications are used to present the 

findings of the study”. The data collected are the participant experiences and 

perspectives. 
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B. The Location and Time of Research 

The reseacrh was conducted at SMPN 1 Pangkalan Kerinci. It is 

located at Maharaja Indra Street, Pangkalan Kerinci, Pelalawan. This 

research was conducted on July - September 2021.  

C. The Participant 

The participant of this research was an English teacher of SMPN 1 

Pangkalan Kerinci. One English teacher who teaches English in the first 

year student at SMPN 1 Pangkalan Kerinci was Mrs. Nini Prasetiowati S.Pd. 

Mrs. Nini is 49 years old and she was graduated of the Muhammad Yamin 

University, and she got her first teaching English experience as a teacher on 

2000.  

D. The Technique of Collecting Data 

The data collection technique was purposed to get data from the 

participants. The researcher used observation and interview as the main data 

collection techniques. 

1. Observation 

Observation was carried out to get data from the data sources. 

According to Stake (2010), “many qualitative researchers prefer 

observation data to other kinds. The information from observation can 

be seen, heard, or felt directly. Furthermore, he defines that the eyes 

see a lot and misses a lot, simultaneously when, where, and why as 

newspaper people a particularly relating them to the story or the as 

that is, to the research question”. It is supported by Vanderstoep and 
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Johntson. Vanderstoep and Johntson said that observation especially 

direct observation becomes the common qualitative research 

technique (Cresswell, 2009). Direct observation was a way to collect 

data where the researcher did the observation directly by herself or 

himself (Cresswell, 2009). 

2. Interview  

Interview was one among the foremost important data collection 

techniques in qualitative research. Fraenkel, Wallen, and Hyun (2011) 

said that it had been useful to see the accuracy, to verify and refute the 

data which was gathered from observation. Interview usually did face 

to face on one-to-one basis to explore information deeply from the 

teacher who was interviewed 

The technique was used to get some data by asking some questions 

directly to the English teacher. This was used to identify  nglish 

teachers  strategy by using describing picture. The primary objectives 

of the interview are to find out deeper information about teaching 

learning process from the teachers and students. 
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E. The Technique of Data Analysis 

To analyze the data, the researcher used descriptive qualitative to 

analyzed the data. According to Miles and Huberman (1996) there are three 

activities to analyze the data in descriptive qualitative research. They are 

data reduction, data display, and drawing conclusion. 

1. Data reduction 

Data reduction is the process of reducing the data occurring repeatedly. 

Data reduction is the process of selecting, focusing on the important 

things, simplifying, abstracting and transforming the data that appear in 

transcription. 

2. Data display  

Data display means an organized, compressed assembly of information 

that allows conclusion drawing. Data display helps us to comprehend 

what is happening and to do something.  

3. Drawing conclusions 

The researcher attempted to make a conclusion and to do verification by 

looking for meanings of every single phenomenon achieved. 
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

A. The Conclusion 

As already mentioned in the first chapter, the aim of this research is to 

analyze teachers’ strategy in teaching describing picture at SMPN 1 Pangkalan 

Kerinci. Thus, in order to meet the objectives, the researcher has conducted a 

research by using two instruments; observation and interview. The researcher 

would like to conclude the data obtained in this chapter. There are some results 

to be concluded: 

1. Based on the data that the researcher has been found, the teacher used 

Example non Example strategy in teaching describing picture. 

2. The researcher found that teaching describing picture to the students, 

especially for students who have never studied English before, is very 

helpful in increasing students' interest in learning English. 

3. The researcher found that teaching describing pictures has few obstacles and 

difficulties, because there are many sources available to be used as teaching 

materials.  

4. The researcher also found that teaching describing picture can increase 

students’ interest in learning English 

5. In order for students to be interested in learning English, teachers are 

encouraged to be creative in choosing learning materials. 
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B. Suggestion 

Based on the result of this research, there are some suggestions that can be 

considered to make students more interested in learning English, as follows: 

1. The researcher suggests to English teacher to apply the Example non 

Example strategy as an alternative strategy in teaching English especially in 

teaching describing picture. The role of teacher is important to create the 

classroom situation to be more active and the use of picture in teaching 

English is good to motivate the students in learning English, to facilitate 

them to practice the skills.  

2. The teacher should be creative in teaching English in order to gain students’ 

interest in learning English. 

3. This research is still far away from perfection, whether the media, the time, 

the learning process, the sample, and the focus of teaching describing 

picture. Therefore, the researcher expected to the next researcher to be able 

to cover the limitation of this research. 
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Form wawancara pra riset 

NARASUMBER : NINI PRASETYOWATI, S.Pd 

WAKTU : Rabu, 14 Juli 2021 

TEMPAT : SMPN 1 PANGKALAN KERINCI 

1.  Pertanyaan : apakah ibuk sudah pernah mengajar menggunakan strategi 

menjelaskan gambar sebelumnya buk? 

 Jawaban : Untuk kelas 7, pada umum nya khususnya untuk teks deskriptif 

saya menggunakan gambar rata - rata pada tiap pokok bahasan, 

khusus untuk kelas 7 penggunaan gambar sangat sering 

2. Pertanyaan : lalu bagaimana cara ibuk mengaplikasikan strategi tersebut buk 

atau cara ibuk menerapkannya dalam proses mengajar? 

 Jabawan : Biasa nya penggunaan gambar itu untuk meningkatkan 

kemampuan vocabulary anak khusus nya dalam pembelajaran 

saya kali ini anak pada akhirnya harus bisa membuat sebuah 

teks deskriptif, jadi dimulai dengan pengenalan kata kata 

melalui gambar, dipajangkan gambar misalnya kali ini anak 

membuat deskriptif mengenai hewan peliharaan mereka, dipilih 

salah satu hewan, kemudian kita mengetahui beberapa kosa 

kata berdasarkan gambar, misalnya paruh nya, bagian kosa kata 

yang digunakan dalam menceritakan pet itu, bagian bagian nya, 

warna dari hewan peliharaan itu, kaki nya, bagaimana 

badannya, bagaimana suaranya. nah berdasarkan kata2 itu lah 

anak akan menyusun kalimat yang dapat menceritakan hewan 

peliharaan mereka 



3. Pertanyaan : lalu buk ketika ibuk mengajar menggunakan strategi 

menjelaskan gambar ini, apakah ibuk mendapati suatu kesulitan 

buk? 

 Jawaban : Untuk kesulitan sangat sedikit terutama sebagai guru banyak 

sekali bantuan juga karena ini menggunakan gambar, di Google 

saya rasa sudah cukup banyak bahkan terlalu banyak untuk 

dapat digunakan dan bermacam macam gamabr dapat 

digunakan mulai dari gambar bergerak, cartoon yang dapat 

menarik perhatian anak, jadi untuk kesulitan sebagai guru 

menggunakan gambar ini dalam proses pembelajaran hampir 

tidak ada karena sumber nya sangat banyak sekali 

4. Pertanyaan : lalu bagaimana cara ibuk mengaplikasikan strategi tersebut buk 

atau cara ibuk menerapkannya dalam proses mengajar? 

 Jawaban : Nah karena saya mengajar di kelas 7, sejauh pengalaman saya 

dapat saya katakan anak kelas 7 adalah anak - anak yang 

berasal dari SD, pada umumnya di SD tidak diajarkan bahsa 

inggris, penggunaan gambar sangat - sangat membantu anak - 

anak SD itu merasa senang kemudian menjadi daya tarik yang 

luar biasa bagi mereka bila kita menampilkan gambar - gambar 

dan saya rasa untuk kelas 7 penggunaan gambar sangat 

diperlukan 

5. Pertanyaan : lalu buk menurut ibuk dalam menggunakan strategi 

menjelaskan gambar ini apakah ada manfaatnya dalam 

mengajar buk? 

 Jabawan : Nah karena saya mengajar di kelas 7, sejauh pengalaman saya 

dapat saya katakan anak kelas 7 adalah anak - anak yang 



berasal dari SD, pada umumnya di SD tidak diajarkan bahsa 

inggris, penggunaan gambar sangat - sangat membantu anak - 

anak SD itu merasa senang kemudian menjadi daya tarik yang 

luar biasa bagi mereka bila kita menampilkan gambar - gambar 

dan saya rasa untuk kelas 7 penggunaan gambar sangat 

diperlukan 

6. Pertanyaan : lalu buk ini untuk pertanyaan terakhir buk, apakah ibuk ada 

saran bagaimana strategi menjelaskan gambar ini agar 

terlaksana dengan baik buk ketika dalam mengajar? 

 Jawaban : saya rasa semua guru punya kemampuan itu cuman satu yang 

menurut pengalaman saya bahwa guru disini memang harus 

kreatif , banyak sekali cumber2 di luar sana yang dapat 

membantu guru. Kalau guru kreatif kita bisa membuat 0% 

kelemahan dalam penggunaan gambar , kalau memang tujuan 

satu2 nya untuk menarik perhatian anak, membuat anak belajar 

lebih fokus, membuat anak belajar dengan fun. jadi khusus 

untuk gambar memang hampir tidak ada kendala ,apa yang kita 

inginkan rasanya sudah bisa di gunakan maksimal. 
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