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ABSTRACT 

 

 

Dwi Arizka Pratiwi    (2019) : The Differences of Writing Ability in 

Narrative Paragraph between Male and 

Female Students at Ninth Grade of MTS Al 

Muhajirin Sukamulya. 

 

This research aims to whether there is a significant difference between 

male and female students at the ninth grade of MTS Al Muhajirin Sukamulya on 

writing ability in narrative paragraph. There are 85 students of the ninth grade as 

the population divided into 4 classes and the researcher selected 20 students as the 

sample randomly. The design of this research is comparative research. There are 

two raters analyzed the student’s writing ability. In analyzing the data, 

independent sample T-test technique was used to measure the difference of male 

and female students writing ability mean score. Based on the research finding, it 

was found that probability level = 0.001 < 0.05, it means that the null hypothesis 

(Ho) is rejected, while the alternative hypothesis (Ha) is accepted. So, it can be 

concluded that there is a significant difference between male and female students’ 

writing narrative paragraph ability at ninth grade of MTS Al Muhajirin 

Sukamulya. Both male and female students ’writing ability in narrative paragraph 

are categorized good in which the score of female students (70.20) is higher than 

male students’ score (65.80).   

 

Keywords: Male and Female Students, Gender, Writing ability, Paragraph, 

Narrative, Differences 
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ABSTRAK 

 

 

Dwi Arizka Pratiwi, (2019): Perbedaan Kemampuan Menulis Teks 

Naratif antara Siswa Laki-Laki dan 

Perempuan Kelas Sembilan dari MTS Al 

Muhajirin Sukamulya. 
 

Penelitian ini bertujuan untuk mengetahui apakah ada perbedaan hasil 

belajar antara siswa laki-laki dan perempuan kelas sembilan dari MTS Al 

Muhajirin Sukamulya dalam menulis paragraf teks naratif. Pada keseluruhan ada 

85 murid dari kelas sembilan yang terbagi menjadi 4 kelas dan peneliti memilih 

20 sampel yang diambil secara acak. Desain dari penelitian ini adalah penelitian 

perbandingan. Adanya 2 orang penguji yang akan menilai kemampuan menulis 

siswa laki-laki dan perempuan. Dalam menganalisa data, teknik Independent 

Sample T-Test untuk mengukur nilai rata-rata perbedaan kemampuan antara siswa 

laki-laki dan perempuan. Berdasarkan dari hasil penelitian yang telah dilakukan, 

ditemukan bahwa tingkat probabilitas = 0.001<0.05 yang artinya adalah Ho ditolak 

dan Ha diterima. Jadi, dapat disimpulakn bahwa ada perbedaan yang siknifikan 

antara siswa laki-laki dan perempaun kelas 9 MTS Al Muhajirin Sukamulya. 

Tingkat kemampuan menulis paragraf naratif teks siswa laki-laki berada pada 

level Enough dengan nilai rata-rata 65.80 dan siswa perempuan berada pada level 

Good dengan nilai rata-rata 70.20. 

 

Kata Kunci: Siswa Laki-laki dan Siswa Perempuan, Jenis Kelamin, 

Kemampuan Menulis, Teks naratif, Perbedaan. 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. The Background of the Problem 

Writing is an important language skill for students as the way to 

express their ideas. Through writing, the students can express their ideas to 

others in the written forms. Students are expected to write in some form such 

as doing project paper, homework.  When the students write something, they 

need to know the aspects of language like vocabulary, grammar, paragraphs 

organizations, punctuations, spellings, capitalizations, etc. So, they can easy in 

writing anything. 

Nunan (2003, p. 8) has mentioned that writing is the mental work of 

inventing idea, thinking about how to express them, and organizing them into 

statements and paragraphs that will be clear to a reader. When students write 

about one thing, it means that they are expressing their knowledge in that 

field. Many students can express their idea, opinion, argumentation by writing. 

In writing, the students should construct the idea perfectly to make it so 

understandable that others can catch the meaning or the purpose of the 

message (idea). No matter what kind of writing the students do, they should 

have a specific and a clear objective (Syafii, 2014, p. 4).  

Brovsky (1999) reported that forty-two percent of Colorado fourth-

grade girls were proficient or better in general writing, compared with 28 

percent for boys. It was assumed that girls wrote more outside of school—in 

diaries, letters, and creative stories— giving them a chance to hone their 
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language skills. They also tended to spend free time talking to or doing things 

with their parents, while boys were more likely to fill time in front of a 

computer screen.  

Regarding the methods of writing, Kanaris (1999) revealed that there 

were significant differences between 8-10 years old boys and girls in the ways 

in which they used written language to construct meaning. She found that the 

patterns of use of pronouns, adjectives and verbs revealed a world where 

children were actively constructing themselves as gendered individuals, 

particularly in terms of how they construct agency. These results indicated that 

the subtle and complex linguistic choices made by children and the very act of 

writing, not only revealed but also actively constructed deeply embedded 

gendered characteristic and behaviors.  

The differences between girls and boys in EL1 writing support the 

ideas of Swann (1992) and Romatowski & Trepanier-Street (1987), who argue 

that the difference between girls and boys lies in the perceptions and 

preferences of girls and boys about writing. Girls tend to have positive 

feelings about writing, while boys are negative. More boys than girls say they 

prefer factual writing; girls prefer imaginative writing. Girls ‗writings are 

confessional and reflective, dealing with people and emissions, using more 

private forms while boys‗like facts and actions, and more public forms. Those 

phenomenon also happen at MTs Al Muhajirin Sukamulya. 

MTS Al Muhajirin Sukamulya is one of junior high schools located at 

Petapahan-Bangkinang Street. In that school, English is one of subjects that 
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have been taught. It was taught four hours in a week. Referring to K13 

curriculum, at ninth grade of State Junior High MTS Al Muhajirin Sukamulya, 

writing aims at expressing a simple personal or interpersonal feeling in 

recount, narrative, procedure, descriptive, and report in daily days by written 

form (Kemendikbud, 2006, p. 23). The teacher has explained many kinds of 

paragraph in writing, and one of them is narrative paragraph. The teacher also 

taught how to write simply writing especially in writing narrative. In fact, 

there are differences between male and female students in ability in writing 

narrative paragraph.  

Felder and Bent (2005, p. 13) point out that true instruction (teaching) 

begins when instructor (teacher) understand their students. An important 

component of that understanding is awareness of students‘ differences in 

attitudes during learning and the different ways to approach it. Based on writer 

preliminary research on January 2018, the teacher taught the narrative text to 

the students. The teacher taught in clearly, but when the teacher asked them to 

write the narrative text, some of the male and the female students are not able 

to do that. They were not able to express and to develop their idea. They were 

also difficult to determine the generic structure of narrative text when they 

wrote. 

This problem can clearly by seen based on the phenomena of the 

researcher‘s preliminary observation as follows: 

1. Some of male and female students have different creativity in writing 

ability. 
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2. Some of male and female students have different ways take in and process 

the lesson during teaching and learning process. 

3. Some of male and female students have different ways to respond the 

materials. 

Based on the phenomena above, the researcher finds out that is very 

important to compare, explore, and understand male and female students‘ 

ability in writing narrative paragraph to make sure that the teaching and 

learning output can reach the expected result. Therefore, the researcher is 

interested in conducting the research entitled: ―The Differences of Writing 

Ability in Narrative Paragraph between Male and Female Students At Ninth of 

MTs Al Muhajirin Sukamulya‖ 

 

B. Problems 

 Pertaining to the background and some phenomena mentioned 

above, it is obvious that male and female have differences in writing ability in 

narrative paragraph. 

1. Identification of the problem 

a. How is male students‘ creativity in writing narrative paragraph at 

Ninth grade MTS Al Muhajirin Sukamulya? 

b. How is female students‘ creativity in writing narrative paragraph at 

ninth grade MTS Al Muhajirin Sukamulya? 

c. How is male and the female students‘ ways in accepting the teaching 

and learning process in writing narrative paragraph at Ninth grade 

MTS Al Muhajirin Sukamulya? 
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d. How are male and the female student‘s ways to respond the materials 

in writing narrative paragraph at Ninth grade MTS Al Muhajirin 

Sukamulya? 

e. How is female students‘ ability in writing narrative paragraph at Ninth 

grade MTS Al Muhajirin Sukamulya? 

f. How is male students‘ ability in writing narrative paragraph at Ninth 

grade MTS Al Muhajirin Sukamulya? 

g. Is there any difference between male and female students‘ writing 

ability in narrative paragraph at Ninth grade MTS Al Muhajirin 

Sukamulya? 

2. Limitation of the problem  

Based on the identification of the problems above, it is clear that 

there are many problems involved in this research. Therefore, researcher 

realize that study can be a big field in research, it means that in this 

research, researcher only focuses on male and female students writing 

ability in narrative paragraph at Ninth grade MTS Al Muhajirin 

Sukamulya. 

3. Formulation of the problem 

 Based on limitation of the problems, it can formulate in the 

following research questions: 

a. How is male students‘ ability in writing narrative paragraph at ninth 

grade MTS Al Muhajirin Sukamulya? 

b. How is female students‘ ability in writing narrative paragraph at ninth 

grade MTS Al Muhajirin Sukamulya? 
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c. Is there any significant difference between male and female students‘ 

ability in writing narrative paragraph at ninth grade MTS Al Muhajirin 

Sukamulya? 

 

C. The Objective and the Significance of the Research  

1. The Objective of the Research 

a. To find out male students‘ ability in writing narrative paragraph 

b. To find out female students‘ ability in writing narrative paragraph 

c. Whether there is any differences between male and female students‘ 

ability in writing narrative paragraph 

2. Significance of the Research 

The result of this research gave knowledge or information to the 

readers especially for male and female students also teacher with the 

differences writing ability between male and female students. Moreover, 

for teacher it can make teachers to respect differences, reject the negative 

judgments about learners. Finally, perhaps it can make your achievement 

in the class and school increase. 

 

D. The Reason of Choosing the Title 

1. The title of this research is relevant to the researcher‘s status as a student 

of English education department. 

2. The researcher is interested in choosing the title because there are several 

researches done, which are proofed that there are differences between male 

and female students in ability to writing narrative paragraph. 
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3. The title of this research is not yet investigated by other researcher. 

4. The location of this research facilitates the researcher in conducting this 

research. 

 

E. Definition of the Terms 

1. Writing Ability 

Wri2ting can be defined as a process to express ideas and thought 

into a written language (Kalayo, 2007, p. 127). Writing ability is the 

ability in communication of the ideas by means of conventional symbols 

that are traced, incised, drawn, or otherwise formed on the surface of some 

material such as stone, metal, bamboo, papyrus, or paper (Encyclopedia 

Americana 29, 2000, p. 558). Therefore, writing is an important aspect for 

students to express their idea in a paragraph. . In this research, writing 

ability is used to find out male and female students‘ ability in writing 

narrative paragraph at ninth grade MTS Al Muhajirin Sukamulya.  

2. Narrative Paragraph  

 Narrative paragraph is one of paragraphs in writing English. A 

narrative paragraph gives an account of one or more experiences. It tells a 

story to make a point or explain an idea or event. So, writing narrative 

paragraph in this research is the students are asked to write a true story 

based on their own in a paragraph in English written form. In this research, 

narrative paragraph as a text chosen by the researcher to know students‘ 

writing ability of male and female students‘ ability in at ninth grade MTS 

Al Muhajirin Sukamulya. 
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3. Male and Female Students 

 Male is the sex that does not give birth to babies, while female is 

the sex that can give birth to children or produces eggs (Hornby, 1995, p. 

710). In this research, the researcher will give the task for male and female 

students‘ as subject of this research to know about the difference writing 

ability in narrative paragraph at ninth grade MTS Al Muhajirin 

Sukamulya. 
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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

 

A. The Theoretical Framework 

1. The Nature of Writing 

a. Definition of Writing 

There are many definitions about writing explained by experts. 

According to Oshima and Ann Hogue (2007, p. 15), writing is the 

process of asking for language skills. When you first write something, 

you must agree on what to say and how to say it. Then after you finish 

writing, you read what you have written and make changes and 

corrections. Another definition is given by Hegarty (2000, p. 5) that 

writing takes up the least of our time; it is by far the most complex and 

difficult language arts skill to master. So writing is a way for someone 

to open his ideas through writing. 

Writing is also a way to produce language that comes from our 

thought.  By using writing, we can share our idea, feeling or anything 

existing in our mind. It is written on a paper or a computer screen. A 

piece of writing is always possible to review and revise more than one 

time. Writing ability is the ability in communication of the ideas by 

means of conventional symbols that are traced, incised, drawn, or 

otherwise formed on the surface of some material such as stone, metal, 

bamboo, papyrus, or paper (Encyclopedia Americana 29, 2000, p. 

558). From the definitions above the researcher can conclude that 
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writing is one of the important skills in learning a language, besides 

listening, speaking, and reading skills that need more attention from 

the students. This skill requires the learners to know, express or to 

organize the ideas and thought on how the grammatical form and 

syntactic patterns.  

b. Process of Writing 

            In line with the statement or definition of writing 

above, it is outstandingly seen that writing is not simple activity 

because there are a lot of aspect to be deliberated in the process of 

writing. According to Dilkawati (2012) the process of writing are 

planning (Pre-writing), drafting, and revising, editing, and finished 

product. The process of writing might include several stages as in the 

following explanation below: 

1) Planning (Pre-writing) 

Points out of prewriting are viewed as thinking before 

writing. A writer will strive hard to perform the product of his 

writing in a good performance either in the aspect of content, 

organization, vocabulary, language, use or mechanic. To reach a 

qualified writing product, of course, it needs an adequate 

preparation. The writers have to consider the purpose of their 

writing since this will not only influence the type of the type of the 

text they want to produce, but also the language they use and 

the information they choose to include. Prewriting is an activity 
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that encourages the students to write. It is stimulus thought for 

getting started about the topic before writing first draft. In fact, it 

moves students away from having to face a blank page toward 

generating ideas and gathering information for writing. 

2) Drafting 

a) In this stage, students begin to develop and form their ideas 

from their thought into more concrete form. The process as 

follows: 

b) Write down who your audience will be and the purpose of your 

writing is. 

c) Write down your topic sentence and underline it. It helps 

you to focus on, 

d) Write details, information, example, to support your topic 

sentence, 

e) Write  your  paragraph,  follow  your  outline  as  closely  as 

possible, 

f) Don‘t worry about grammar, spelling and punctuation; just put 

the information as much as possible in your writing. This draft 

is not necessary perfect. Later on, it will follow revising stage. 

Troyka in Dilkawati (2012, p. 48) explains that the purpose 

of taking draft is to get your ideas into the paper, to refine 

grammar. 
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3) Revising 

Revising occurs when writer looks for feedback from a 

teacher or other students. The teacher does not to be the only 

one who gives students feedback. When student revise, they 

review their text of the basis of the feedback given in the 

responding stage. They reexamine what was written to see how 

effectively they have communicated their meanings to the reader. 

Revising is not merely checking for language errors. It is done to 

improve global content and organization of ideas so that the writer 

is made clearer to the reader. 

4) Editing 

To finish well, the writers have to edit their writing. The 

writers edit in the later stage of writing to recheck the whole 

text to make sure what they want to write same as what they 

intend to say. They have to check from the clarity of ideas to the 

sequence of paragraph, the choice of words, and the correctness 

and accuracy of the text, spelling, and punctuation. Mostly, in 

editing stage, the students will improve their writing based on their 

weaknesses or mistakes made at the draft stage. 

5) Final Product 

The last stage is finishing product it means the writer still 

has opportunity to improve their writing because writing is  

product that can be finished when the writer feels satisfy with 

their work. 
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c. Component of Writing 

According to Jacob et al (1981: 90) there are five components of 

writing. They are:  

1) Content 

Content refers to substance of writing, the experience of the 

main idea (unity), i.e., groups of related statements that a writer 

presents as unit in developing a subject. Content paragraph do the 

work of conveying ideas rather than fulfilling special function of 

transition, restatement, and emphasis. 

2) Organization 

It refers to the logical organization of the content 

(coherence). It is scarcely more than an attempt to piece together all 

collection of facts and jumble ideas. Even in early drafts it may still 

be searching for order, trying to make out patterns in its material 

and working to bring the particulars of his subject in line with what 

is still only a half-formed notion of purpose. 

3) Vocabulary 

Rivers as cited in Nunan (1992: 11), vocabulary is essential 

for successful study on the second language. In writing, a writer 

should use the appropriate vocabulary to express what they want to 

write. It refers to the selection of words those are suitable with the 

content. 

 It begins with the assumption that the writer want to express 

the ideas as clearly and directly as he can. As a general rule, clarity 
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should be his prime objective. Choosing words that express his 

meaning is precisely rather than skew it or blur it. 

4) Language use 

It refers to the use of the correct grammatical and syntactic 

pattern on separating, combining, and grouping ideas in words, 

phrases, clauses, and sentences to bring out logical relationships in 

paragraph writing. 

5) Mechanic  

Paragraph is a combination of some sentences which needs 

good spelling and punctuation. If the use of punctuation is not 

appropriate, the paragraph will be unreadable. So the students 

should be mastered in writing good paragraph.  

It refers to the use graphic conventional of the language, i.e., the 

steps of arranging letters, words sentences, paragraphs by using 

knowledge of structure and some others related to one another. 

d. Assessment in Writing 

Writing is highly valued in educational setting. The 

standardization of writing is frequently emphasized on the accuracy in 

writing. In assessing writing on spoof text, the researcher cannot 

measure the students‟ ability by giving them multiple choice, or short 

answer that can be done in assessing reading or listening. The teacher 

should ask the students to write in order to know students‟ 

achievement.  
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According to Jacob, et al (1981) there is five components to 

categorize students‟ writing ability. The assessment form can be seen 

as follows: 

1) Content 

Content is one of writing components that discuss about 

how the writers can think creatively and develop their thought to 

gather all information into communicative message. To develop 

contents, the writer need to define a term, to expand the points of 

view about subject discussed, or to elaborate examples in order to 

help readers understand the text or to persuade them about the 

validity of the arguments presented. Besides, they also have to 

appraise the value occur in the discourse community. 

2) Organization 

Organization is one of components in writing that tells 

about the systematic of ideas or flow of ideas. If writing is to 

intelligible, it must be produced in coherent sentences, clearly 

linked to produce fluent in expression, ideas  clearly  stated,  well  

organized,  logically  sequenced and cohesive. Writing is coherent 

if its paragraph is woven together or flow into each other. A 

writing, which lacks of unity or orderly movement, will not be 

coherent, since the readers cannot move easily form one paragraph 

to other paragraphs. Thus, the writer needs to understand that the 

flows of ideas composed should follow the types of organization in 

writing.  
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3) Vocabulary 

According to Richard in Dilkawati (2012, p. 25) 

Vocabulary is a set of lexemes, including single words, compound   

words   and   idioms.   In   writing,   precise vocabulary also takes a 

part in influencing the readers so that the language can represent 

and strengthen what the writer say. The writers should pay 

attention to the usage of words  and  show  to  place  those  words  

effectively  in writing. Therefore, we have to analyze the value 

occur in discourse community. 

4) Language Features 

In general, language use can be defined as the creation   or   

interpretation   of   intended   meanings   in discourse by an 

individual, or as the dynamic and interactive negotiation of 

intended meanings between two or more individuals in Particular 

situation. In using language to express, interpret, or negotiate 

intended meaning, language users create discourse.  This discourse 

derives   meaning   not   only   from   utterance   or   text 

themselves, but more importantly, from the ways in which 

utterance and texts relate to the characteristic of a particular 

language use items. 

5) Mechanic 

In general, mechanic refers to the letter organization, letter 

discrimination word recognition, and basic rules of spelling, 
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punctuation and capitalization (Melgis, 2012, p. 17). In the 

components of mechanic, there are two common terms at least 

used, that is, spelling and punctuation. 

2. The Nature of Narrative 

A paragraph is a unit of information, organization of written 

language, which contain a main idea and is supported by other ideas in 

sentences. According to Syafi‘i et.al (2014, p. 1), a paragraph is a unit of 

information in writing unified by a central idea. A paragraph is considered 

good only if the reader completely understands the unit of information, it‘s 

content, and if it‘s central ideas is completely developed. 

In addition, other opinion comes from Checkett (2010, p. 177), he 

said that narration is simply the telling of a story, either to entertain or 

inform a reader. The stories in narrative paragraphs can be fiction (made 

up) or nonfiction (the retelling of an incident that actually happened). It 

means that a narrative paragraph is a story which tells about fiction and 

non-fiction that can be happen in daily life, for example: story about Malin 

Kundang or Toba Lake. 

Narrative is an imaginative story to entertain the readers. It is 

supported by Kalayo (2007:130), the purposes of narrative paragraph are 

to entertain, create, stimulate, motivate, guide and teach. 

Narrative is usually organised to include: 

a. Orientation, in this stage the writer introduces the main characters in a 

setting of time and place. 
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b. Complication: In this stage a sequence of events, which may begin in a 

usual pattern, changed in some ways so that the pattern of events 

becomes a problem for one or more of the characters. 

c. Resolution : in this stage the problem or the complication is resolved 

or attempted to be resolved in the resolution. A pattern of normalcy is 

restored to the events, but the main charaacters has changed as a 

consequence of the experience. 

The example of narrative text is as follow: 

Generic Structure Contents 

Orientation Once upon a time, there was a man who was living in 

north Sumatra. He lived in a simple hut in a farming 

field. They did some gardening and fishing for his 

daily life. 

One day, while the man was do fishing, he caught a 

big golden fish in his trap. It was the biggest catch 

which he ever had in his life. Surprisingly, this fish 

turned into a beautiful princess. He felt in love with 

her and proposed her to be his wife. She said; ―Yes, 

but you have to promise not to tell anyone about the 

secret that I was once a fish, otherwise there will be a 

huge disaster‖. The man made the deal and they got 

married, lived happily and had a daughter 

Complication Few years later, this daughter would help bringing 

lunch to her father out in the fields. One day, his 

daughter was so hungry and she ate his father‘s 

lunch. Unfortunately, he found out and got furious, 

and shouted; ―You damned daughter of a fish‖. The 

daughter ran home and asked her mother. The mother 

started crying, felt sad that her husband had broken 

his promise. 

Resolution Then she told her daughter to run up the hills because 

a huge disaster was about to come. When her 

daughter left, she prayed. Soon there was a big 

earthquake followed by non-stop pouring rain. The 

whole area got flooded and became Toba Lake. She 

turned into a fish again and the man became the 

island of Samosir. 

 (Source: https://freeenglishcourse.info/story-of-narrative-text/) 

https://freeenglishcourse.info/story-of-narrative-text/
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Common grammatical features of narrative text include: 

a. Use of particular nouns to refer to or describe the particular people, 

animals and things that the story is about. 

b. Use of adjectives to build noun groups to describe the people animals 

or things in the story. 

c. Use of conjunctions and time connectives to sequence events through 

time. 

d. Use of adverbs and adverbial phrases to locate the particular incidents 

or events 

e. Use of past tense action verbs to indicate the actions in a narrative 

f. Use of saying and thinking verbs to indicate what characters are 

feeling, thinking or saying. 

The assessment of students‘ ability in writing narrative paragraphs 

are as follows: 

a. The students are able to write orientation clearly in writing narrative 

paragraph. 

b. The students are able to write complication coherently in writing 

narrative paragraph.. 

c. The students are able to write resolution clearly in writing narrative 

paragraph. 

d. The students are able to use past tense correctly in writing narrative 

paragraph. 

e. The students are able to use adverb of time correctly in writing 

narrative paragraph. 
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f. The students are able to use connectors of time correctly in writing 

narrative paragraph. 

g. The students are able to use vocabulary appropiately in writing 

narrative paragraph. 

h. The students are able to use spelling and puctuation correctly in writing 

narrative paragraph. 

3. Gender in Language Learning 

Gender is a variable that can affect language use and acquisition as 

a result of biological, psychological effects, or socio-cultural influence 

between the two. The most obvious differences between male and female 

is the biological ones. However, they are also different in many other 

factors. The difference in sex between male and female seems to bring 

some differences in their learning. The difference ability is important to be 

examined especially in education field. There are some differences in 

some specific abilities such as verbal abilities involving vocabulary and 

mechanical abilities.  

Gender differences have been found in many areas of human social 

and cognitive development. Studies indicated that females show more 

interest in social activities than males, females are less competitive and 

more cooperative than males (Maccoby and Jacklin in Zeynaly, 2012, p. 

1615). The difference between females and males is in EL1 writing 

support the idea (Romatowski & Trepanier-Street, 1987) who argued that 

the difference between males and females lies in the perceptions and 
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preferences of males and females about writing. Females tend to have 

positive feeling about writing while males are negative.  

Learning strategies and styles seem to relate to sex differences, 

research outside second language acquisition has identified gender 

differences in learning style. A learning style is a student‘s way of 

responding to and using stimulus in the context of learning. 

4. Characteristics of Good Students  

 The differences between male and female students take much 

consequence, including in teaching and learning process, is one of the 

consequences of the difference between male and female. Learning styles 

can combined in other ways in order to produce good students in learning. 

These indicators as follows: 

a. Students give positive response during teaching and learning process 

b. Find their own way, taking charge of their learning 

c. Organize information 

d. Creative and active 

e. Learn certain production strategies to fill in gaps in their own 

competence 

f. Have good motivations 

g. Use mnemonics and other memory strategies to recall what has been 

learned. 

5. Male and female Differences in Learning 

The most obvious difference between male and female is the 

biological difference. However, they are also different in many factors 
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such as in ability, interest, and personality traits. Papalia and olds 

(1985:263) say that ―the most consistence   difference   between   male   

and   female   occur   in   personality characteristic and emotional 

adjustment‖. 

The  difference  in  ability  is  important  to  be  examined  

especially  in education field. Hetherington (1989:626-627) says that girls 

are superior in verbal abilities, include in vocabularies, reading 

comprehension and verbal creativity and boys are superior in mathematic. 

Papalia and Olds (1985:263-265) state that girl are superior in verbal 

items involving vocabulary, memory, and language manipulation, while 

boys are superior in performance of items involving spatial relations, 

mechanical abilities and numerical manipulation. 

Girls learn little earlier than boys to talk, to use sentence, and 

to use greater variety of words. They also speak more clearly, read earlier 

and consistently better than boys in treat of spelling and grammar, Myers 

(1987:191:193). 

An important finding of the gender differences in language 

learning achievement was found by Farhady (1982). He states that female 

students are significantly better than male students on a listening 

comprehension test in the study of 800 university students who take a 

placement test. 

Sunderland (in marzuki, 2008:14) points out that girls or women 

are cooperative attitude which probably suits the language learning 
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process, while boys or men are competitive attitude which suits learning 

technical field. 

In addition, Holme (1992:171) suggests that women use more 

standard speech form than men in following ways: 

1. Women are more status – conscious than men. 

 

2. Women have better behaviors than men in society. 

  
3. Women as a subordinate behavior rather than men in society avoid 

offending men and so they must speak carefully and politely. 

The development of IQ also reveals certain sex differences. The 

mean of IQ also reveals certain sex differences. The mean IQ of males 

a r e  increase slightly after age six, while the female mean tends to go 

down. According to Sprithall (1987:404) if society demands more 

achievement from males than females (and this apparently in the case), 

and if achievement of motivation and IQ correlate at all, than perhaps 

society‘s emphasis on including the achievement motive is more in males 

accounts for this difference. 

Learning  strategies  and  styles  seem  to  be  related  to  sex  

differences, research outside second language acquisition has identified 

gender differences in learning style. Several researchers, Oxford and 

Sshmeck in Sunderland (in Marzuki, 2008: 14) believe that all style 

differences might represent a dichotomy of human variation, to people 

who are global and who are analytic. 
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Blenky et al (in Sunderland 1994:141) find that most women that 

they interviewed about ―ways of knowing,‖ preferred a subjective, 

thinking- oriented, analytic style. Males and female might take different 

routes when learning new language. Males tend to favor objectivity. They 

have tendency to learn the rules, and logic of the language they are 

learning. Females in learning new language are subjective. They put the 

priority in the use of their feeling, culture, sensitivity and empathy. 

The relationship between field independent/ dependence and 

language learning is not clear- cut. In relation to this, independent 

learners, often males, may have an edge in non- analytic aspects of 

communicative competence such as sociolinguistic competence, discourse 

competence and strategic competence. Sunderland (in marzuki, 2008:15) 

also points out that in learning process, girls are more cooperative. They 

usually work together in doing something. Boys are more competitive, an 

attitude which is suitable with learning technical fields. The characteristics 

of these two kinds of learning strategies: 

Table II.1 

Differences Male and Female 

 

Global ( Female) Analytic ( Male) 
Subjective 
Feeling 
Dependent 
Right- Brain Dominant Not Talkative 

Cooperative 
Very Ambitious 

Objective 
Thinking 
Independent 
Left- Brain Dominant Very 

Talkative Competitive 
Not Ambitious 
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Feldman (1999:363) also said that men are more apart to be viewed 

as having traits involving competence, such as independence, objectivity 

and competitiveness. 

6. Male and Female Differences in Writing 

Research on gender in writing is fewer than research of gender in 

speaking. However, investigations of differences between males and 

females in writing have been done in different situations or settings.   The 

age of the participants of each study varies from children until adults. The 

types of writing that were analyzed were occasionally different from one 

study to another. The following sections contain summaries of research on 

gender differences in writing English. 

Studies on gender differences in ESL writing are extremely rare. In 

her summary of language and gender in second and foreign language 

education, Sunderland (2000 in Waskita) only cited one research project 

on gender in ESL writing, which was conducted by L.A. Morris. 

Morris (1998) studied gender differences in ESL writing at  a  

junior college in Quebec, Canada, and revealed that the women ESL 

writers tended to outperform the men because their essays showed much 

higher level of adherence to guidelines than the men‗s, and the evaluation 

grid richly rewarded this adherence‖. However, it was found that women‗s 

and men‗s text to be comparable quality as regards accuracy and 

readability. Despite her claim that she considered the social context in her 

study, Morris merely informed about the classroom setting without 
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including information about the social and cultural background of the 

participants.   Such information is regarded as an important factor since 

gender identity is complex and not separated from other identities. 

Morris did not investigate the differences between men‗s and 

women‗s academic writing through the common features of academic 

writing that may not be found in any other types of writing. The common 

characteristics of academic writing may include syntactic complexity, 

means of integrating cited information, presenting thesis statement, and 

organizing arguments.  Therefore, this study examines these four features 

of academic student writing that may give an indication of differences 

between the two gender groups. 

Meanwhile, regarding the methods of writing, Kanaris (1999) 

revealed that there were significant differences between 8-10 years old 

boys and girls in the ways in which they used written language to 

construct meaning.   She found that the patterns of use of pronouns, 

adjectives and verbs revealed a world where children were actively 

constructing themselves as gendered individuals, particularly in terms of 

how they construct agency. These results indicated that the subtle and 

complex linguistic choices made by children, and the very act of writing, 

not only revealed but also actively constructed deeply embedded gendered 

characteristic and behaviors. 
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B. Relevant Research 

Relevant research requires some previous research by other researchers 

in which they are relevant to our research. Stated by Syafi‘i (2013, p. 94) 

relevant research is required to observe some previous researches conducted 

by other researchers in which they are relevant to the research you are 

conducting. The following relevant researches to his research project are: 

Firstly, relevant research was conducted by Ade Zarma, (2014) 

entitled: “The Comparison on Writing Ability in Descriptive Text between 

Male and Female Students as State Senior High School 1 Bangko Rokan Hilir 

Regency‖. This research was conducted to the tenth grade students of State 

Senior High School 1 Bangko Rokan Hilir Regency. The aim of this research 

was to know whether there is significant differences of ability between male 

and female of the tenth grade students at State Senior High School 1 Bangko 

in writing descriptive text or not. In this  research, the researcher used 

comparative study. As the result, she found out that there was significant 

difference on writing ability in descriptive text between male and female 

students of the tenth grade at State Senior High School 1 Bangko Rokan Hilir 

Regency. 

Secondly, relevant research was from Waskita. She conducted the 

research where examines men‘s and women‘s ESL academic writing in their 

written assignments at the University of Melbourne on 2008. Three sets of 

men‘s and women‘s academic writing were analyzed for several common 

features of academic writing including syntactic complexity, means of 
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integrating cited information, and methods of presenting arguments. In this 

research, the researcher used quantitative and qualitative method. There were 

50 students as sample consists of 19 male and 31 female students. The 

findings showed significant differences between the men‘s and women‘s texts 

in those three aspects. The structure of the women‘s texts tended to be more 

complex than the men‘s. The women also used more paraphrases to integrate 

cited information, and presented better organized arguments. Those 

characteristics of the women‘s texts presumably would be advantages for their 

success in academic writing, and indicate a higher level of proficiency in ESL 

academic writing. The research is different because this research investigated 

the academic wring in university studets but the research is for the wring 

ability in junioe high school student. On the other hand, this researches have 

similaryty, they investigate the gender differences in writing. 

 

C. Operational Concept 

 Operational concept used as a guidance to avoid misunderstanding. 

In order to clarify the theories in this research, the researcher would like to 

explain briefly about variable of this research, they are independent or X 

variable which is in this research writing ability in narrative paragraph, and the 

other is dependent or Y variable of this researches the male and the female 

students. 

1. The students are able to write orientation clearly in writing narrative 

paragraph. 
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2. The students are able to write complication coherently in writing narrative 

paragraph. 

3. The students are able to write resolution clearly in writing narrative 

paragraph. 

4. The students are able to use past tense correctly in writing narrative 

paragraph. 

5. The students are able to use adverb of time correctly in writing narrative 

paragraph. 

6. The students are able to use connectors of time correctly in writing 

narrative paragraph. 

7. The students are able to use vocabulary appropiately in writing narrative 

paragraph. 

8. The students are able to use spelling and puctuation correctly in writing 

narrative paragraph. 

 

D. Assumption and Hypotheses 

1. Assumption  

In this research, the researcher assumes that there is a significant 

difference between the male and the female students‘ in writing narrative 

paragraph at MTS Al Muhajirin Suka Mulya. 
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2. Hypotheses  

a. The Null Hypotheses (HO) 

There is no significant difference of writing ability in narrative 

paragraph between male and female students‘ at eight grade of MTS 

Al Muhajirin Sukamulya. 

b. The alternative Hypotheses (Ha) 

There is a significant difference of writing ability in narrative 

paragraph between male and female students‘ at eight grade of MTS 

Al Muhajirin Sukamulya. 
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CHAPTER III 

METHOD OF THE RESEARCH 

 

A. Research Design 

This research is comparative research. According to Gay (1990, p. 15) 

explains that comparative research is an explanation of similarities and 

differences, but comparative tends to emphasize the differences or contrast 

rather than similarities. The same statements is also pointed out by Siregar 

(2014, p. 234), he states that comparative research is a research design used to 

know or to compare the difference between two or more variables. In this 

case, the researcher took a research to know whether the differences of writing 

ability in narrative paragraph between male and female students at ninth grade 

MTS Al Muhajirin Suka Mulya. 

 

B. Location and Time of this Research 

This research was conducted to the ninth-grade students at MTs Al 

Muhajirin Sukamulya and the time in conducting of this research was on May 

2019. It was located at Petapahan-Bangkinang Street. 

 

C. The Subject and Object of the Research 

The subject of this research was the ninth grade students of MTS Al 

Muhajirin Sukamulya, which is divided into two groups; male and female 

students, and the object of this research is the differences of writing ability in 

narrative paragraph. 
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D. Population and Sample of the Research 

 Population of this research was the ninth grade students of MTS Al 

Muhajirin Sukamulya in academic 2016-2017. The total number of population 

is 85 students. The researcher took the sample of the populations in this 

research based on convenience sampling. According to Creswell (2008. p.155) 

convenience sampling is the process of selecting sample for providing full 

information to answer the research question from the research. In this 

technique, the individual of sample must not become a representative of the 

population. The researcher selected participants for the total sample equal 

between male and female, because according to the definition from Gay 

(1990), the sample for comparative research must be equal. So, in this research 

the researcher was taken 20 students which is 10 students are male and 10 

students are female. 

Table III.1 

Total of Population 

 

Class 

 
Population 

Number of Population 
Male  Female 

VIII.A 11 10 21 

VIII.B 9 10 19 

VIII.C 10 12 22 

VIII.D 13 10 23 

Total 43 42 85 
 

From the data above, we can see that the total number of ninth grade 

students is 85 students, consist of 43 male students and 42 female students, 

and 20 students as a sample. 
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E. Technique of Data Collection 

Writing is highly valued in educational settings. The standardization of 

writing frequently emphasize on the accuracy in writing. Writing is not easy as 

to assess the content-area skills or reading ability. According to Weigle (2002, 

p. 116) ESL composition is an evaluation guide in order to provide a point of 

view, an outline of an ESL writer‘s success in composing or putting together 

the main elements of written discourse into a connected, coherent piece of 

writing that communicates effectively. This profile contains five components 

scales: content (30 points), organization (20 points), vocabulary (20 points), 

language use (25 points), and mechanics (5 points). It can be figured out as 

follows: 

Table III.2 

Scoring Rubric of ESL Composition 

 

Aspect  Range Criteria  

Content 30-27 

 

26-22 

 

 

21-17 

 

16-13 

Excellent to very good: knowledgeable, 

substantive, thorough development of thesis, 

relevant to assigned the topic. 

Good average: some knowledgeable of subject, 

adequate range, limited development of thesis, 

mostly relevant to topic, but lacks detail. 

Fair to poor: limited of knowledgeable f subject, 

little substance, inadequate development of topic. 

Very poor: does not show the knowledge of 

subject, not substantive, not pertinent, or not 

enough to evaluate. 

Organization 20-18 

 

 

17-14 

 

 

13-10 

 

9-7 

Excellent to very good: fluent to expression, 

ideas early stated/supported, well organized, 

succinct, logical sequencing, cohesive. 

Good average: somewhat choppy, loosely, 

organized but main ideas stand out, limited 

support, logical but incomplete sequencing. 

Fair to poor: non-fluent, ideas confused, or 

disconnected, lack logical sequencing, and 

development. 

Very poor: does not communicated, no 
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Aspect  Range Criteria  

organization,or not enough to evaluate. 

Vocabulary 20-18 

 

 

17-14 

 

13-10 

 

9-7 

Excellent to very good: sophisticated range, 

effective word/idiom choice and used, word from 

mastery, appropriate register. 

Good average: adequate range, occasional error 

or word/idiom form, used but meaning not 

obscured. 

Fair to poor: limited range, frequent errors of 

word/idiom form, choice, meaning confused or 

obscured. 

Very poor: essentially translation, little 

knowledge  of English vocabulary/idiom/word 

form, or not enough to evaluate 

Language use 25-22 

 

 

 

21-18 

 

 

 

17-11 

 

 

 

10-5 

Excellent to very good: effective complex 

constructions, few errors of 

agreement/tense/number/word/order/articles/pron

ouns/prepositions. 

Good average: effective but simple 

constructions, minor problems in complex 

constructions, several errors of 

agreement/tense/number/word/order/articles/pron

ouns/prepositions but meaning never obscured. 

Fair to poor: major problems in simple/complex 

constructions, frequent errors of negation/ 

agreement/tense/number/word/order/articles/pron

ouns/prepositions and or fragments/delection , 

meaning confused or obscured. 

Very poor: virtually no mastery of sentence 

constructions rules, dominated by errors, does not 

communicated, or not enough to communicated. 

Mechanics 5 

 

 

4 

 

3 

 

 

 

2 

 

Excellent to very good: demonstrates mastery of 

convention, few errors of spelling,/ punctuation/ 

capitalization/ paragraphing. 

Good average: occasional errors of spelling,/ 

punctuation/ capitalization/ paragraphing, but 

meaning not obscured. 

Fair to poor: frequent errors of spelling,/ 

punctuation/ capitalization/ paragraphing, poor 

handwriting, meaning confused or obscured. 

Very poor: no mastery of conventions, 

dominated by errors of spelling,/ punctuation/ 

capitalization/ paragraphing, handwriting 

illegible, or not enough to evaluate. 

(Adopted from: Weigle s. c. (2002).  Assessing writing. Cambridge University Press) 
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However, the researcher used assessments format of writing in thirteen 

Curriculum (K13) measure male and female student‘s writing ability in 

narrative paragraph.  

Table III.3 

Assessment Aspects in Writing Narrative Paragraphs 

 

No Aspect Assessment 
Score 

1 2 3 4 

1 Content         

2 Organization         

  a. Orientation         

  b. Complication         

  c. Resolution         

3 Vocabulary         

4 Language Features         

  a. Action Verb        

  b. Temporal Connectives        

  c. Past Tense          

5 Spelling and Punctuation          

Total   

Maximum score 20 

 

Explanation of score: 

Final Score: 
           

       
    

1. Incompetent   

2. Components enough 

3. Competent 

4. Very competent 

Table III.4 

The Classification of Students’ Score in Writing Narrative Text 

 

Score Categories 

80-100 Very Good 

66-79 Good 

56-65 Enough 

46-55 Less 

0-45 Fail 

(Source: 2013 Curriculum) 

 



 

 

36 

F. Validity and Reliability 

The quality of instrument is very crucial. It should be valid and 

reliable. Thus, the writer used the writer uses some of procedures to measure 

the instrument. They are: 

1. Validity 

Validity is the most important characteristic of a test to measure 

instrument. According to Gay and Airasian (2012:160-161) validity 

concerned with the appropriateness of the interpretations made from test 

scores. Ary (2013:226) reveals that there are three kinds of validity. They 

are content validity, criterion-related validity, and construct validity.  

In order to find out the validity of writing ability test, the writer will 

use content validity. Thus, the writer will use the material from the text 

book that used by tenth grade of MTS Al Muhajirin Sukamulya. 

2. Reliability 

Gay and Airasian (2012:397) revealed that reliability is ―the degree 

to which a test consistently measures what it is measuring‖ it means 

reliability relates to consistency of a measurement. The scores from an 

instrument are stable and consistent. Scores should be nearly the same 

when researchers administer the instrument multiple times at different 

times.  

Creswell (2012:160) stated that there are five types of reliability; 

they are test-retest reliability, alternate forms reliability, Alternate forms 

and test–retest reliability, Inter-ratter reliability, internal consistency 
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reliability. In this research the writer will use Inter-ratter reliability 

because Inter-ratter reliability refers to the consistency of two or more 

independent scores, ratters or observers. Then, the writer will use the 

reliability‘s table by Cohen (2007:506) as follows:  

Table III.5 

Level of Reliability  

 

No  Reliability  Level of Reliability  

1 >0.90 Very High  

2 0.80-0.90 High  

3 0.70-0.79 Reliable  

4 0.60-0.69 Marginally/Minimally  

5 <0.60 Unacceptable Low  

 

G. Technique of the Data Analysis 

In analyzing the data, the researcher used score from two raters of male 

and female student‘s writing ability in narrative paragraph. The researcher was 

evaluated by using the assessments format of writing in Curriculum K13. The 

score was analyzing statistically by using independents sample t-test to know 

whether there is significant differences of ability in writing narrative 

paragraph between male and female students at ninth grade of MTS Al 

Muhajirin Suka Mulya  or not. All of the data was analyze by using SPSS 23 

Program. Siregar (2014, p. 248) indicated HO is accepted if the significance 2-

tailed valued is bigger than α (sig-t > α. In this case, α value is 0.05. 

Statistically the Hypothesis is: 

Hα is accepted if sig-t < α  :  there is a significant difference between 

male and female students‘ writing ability in 

narrative paragraph. 
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Ho is accepted if  sig-t ≥ α :  There is no significant difference between 

male and female students‘ writing ability in 

narrative paragraph. 
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

 

A. Conclusion 

This research was conducted to find out whether there is any significant 

difference between male and female students‘ ability in writing narrative 

paragraph at ninth grade of MTS Al Muhajirin Sukamulya. Based on what has 

been discussed, presented and analyzed in the previous chapters, the 

researcher concluded that: 

1. The mean score of male students‘ writing ability in narrative paragraph at 

MTs AL Muhajirin Sukamulya was 65.80. It was categorized as “Good” 

level. 

2. The mean score of female students‘ writing ability in narrative paragraph 

at MTs AL Muhajirin Sukamulya was 70.20. It was categorized as 

“Good” level. 

3. There is a significant difference of writing ability in narrative paragraph 

between male and female students at ninth grade of MTs AL Muhajirin 

Sukamulya. It was categorized as “Good” level. 

 

B. Suggestion 

Considering the difference of writing ability in narrative paragraph 

between male and female students at ninth grade of MTs AL Muhajirin 

Sukamulya, the researcher would like to give some suggestions as follows: 
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1. The Suggestion for the Students 

a. The male and female students at the third year are the foreign language 

learners. So that, they still need specific guidance to increase their 

ability on wiring narrative paragraph. 

b. The male and female students should practice in writing narrative 

paragraph after studying at the class. 

c. The male and female students should remember narrative paragraph 

rules so that they can do exercise well. 

d. The male and female students should remember narrative paragraph 

rules so that they can make paragraph correctly. 

2. The Suggestion for Other Researchers 

These findings are expected to be a reference for further researcher 

that concern of comparing male and female ability in writing narrative 

text.  
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No Student  Content Organization Vocabulary Language Use Mechanics R
A W

 

SC O
R E 1 3  -  1 6

 

1 7  -  2 1
 

2 2  -  2 6
 

2 7  -  3 0
 

    1 4  -  1 7
 

1 8  -  2 0
 

    1 4  -  1 7
 

1 8  -  2 0
 

    1 8  -  2 1
 

2 2  -  2 5
 

2
 

3
 

4
 

5
 

1 RIZKY ALDI   18       13         16     12       3     62 

2 PUTRI NURJANNAH   17         15       16       18       4   70 

3 MUHAMMAD RIZKY   18         16       15     12       3     64 

4 RAMZI SANKARI   18       13         15     12     2       60 

5 ARYA FIDIH     21       15       14     16         4   70 

6 TEGAR     22       15       14     14       3     68 

7 YOGO SUBAKTI   18         16     11       11         4   60 

8 DAFFA RAYHANI     22     13         14     14       3     66 

9 AHMAD RISKI     22     13         15     17       3     70 

10 ANANG   21       12         15     14     2       64 

11 MEI  NANDA   18         14       16       18   2       68 

12 DINI SETIAWATI   18         15       15       18       4   70 

13 RAIHAN AGIL     23       16     11       12     2       64 

14 IKKA DELLA     24         18   13       16       3     74 

15 HAVRA SUANDA   21         16       16     15     2       70 

16 NURMA YANTI   18         17       15     15       3     68 

17 JIHAN OKTAVIANI   17           18     15     16     2       68 

18 ULFA FADILA   18         17     13         18       4   70 

19 NURHANIFA   18         16       14     16     2       66 

20 YULIA IRWANDA   18           18   12       17       3     68 

 

Rater I 

 

(                          )  



No Student  Content Organization Vocabulary Language Use Mechanics 

R
A

W
 

SC
O

R
E 

1 3 - 1 6 1 7 - 2 1 2 2 - 2 6 2 7 - 3 0     1 4 - 1 7 1 8 - 2 0     1 4 - 1 7 1 8 - 2 0     1 8 - 2 1 2 2 - 2 5 2 3 4 5 

1 RIZKY ALDI   17         17       17     14       3     68 

2 PUTRI NURJANNAH   17         15       17     17         4   70 

3 MUHAMMAD RIZKY   19         16       15     15       3     68 

4 RAMZI SANKARI   17         15       15     16       3     66 

5 ARYA FIDIH     22       14       14     16     2       68 

6 TEGAR   21         14       16     14       3     68 

7 YOGO SUBAKTI   17         17     12       11       3     60 

8 DAFFA RAYHANI   21       13         16     13       3     66 

9 AHMAD RISKI   18       15         17     16         4   70 

10 ANANG   20       14         15     15         4   68 

11 MEI  NANDA   18       13         17       18       4   70 

12 DINI SETIAWATI   19         16       17       18       4   74 

13 RAIHAN AGIL     22       14       16     11       3     66 

14 IKKA DELLA     22       16       16       18       4   76 

15 HAVRA SUANDA   20         16       16       18   2       72 

16 NURMA YANTI   18         16       17     16       3     70 

17 JIHAN OKTAVIANI   17         14       16     17         4   68 

18 ULFA FADILA   18         17     13         18       4   70 

19 NURHANIFA     23       15       16     14     2       70 

20 YULIA IRWANDA     22     12         16       18       4   72 

                                                                      

Rater II 
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