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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

A. Background of Problem

Teaching English consists of four skills that must be learnt by students;

they are speaking, listening, writing and also reading. Generally, reading is a

process of getting information from written words. Reading passage usually tells

about the aim to grasp the author’s ideas. Reading is not a simple process of

getting the meaning of the printed speech. It involves skills of the visual

recognition of word. The readers interpret what they have read and

comprehended.

In learning English, the purpose of teaching reading is to make students

able to comprehend the meaning of the text.1 To comprehend the text, students

should be able to manage every part of the text because it is easy to gain the

comprehension. A reader needs comprehension to catch the content of message

or information from the text.

According to Snow, reading comprehension is defined as the process of

simultaneously extracting and constructing meaning through interaction and

involvement with written language.2 Comprehension is an active process. Active

reading involves interacting with the information or creating internal dialogue

1 Marianne Celce-Murcia, Teaching English as a Second or Foreign Language, (New
Jersey: Heinle & Heinle,2001), p. 187

2 Catherine Snow, Reading For Understanding Toward And R&D Program In Reading
Comprehension, (Arlington: Rand Reading Study Group, 2002), p. 11
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with the material. The reader is expected to be actively engages with the text to

construct meaning. Namara stated that a general component in many definitions

of comprehension is the interpretation of the information in the text, the use of

prior knowledge to interpret this information and, ultimately, the construction of

a coherent representation or picture in the reader’s mind of what the text is

about.3 This representation is the basic from which the reader can retell the story

and apply knowledge that has been acquired from the text.

Based on the school based curriculum (KTSP), in reading skill for

Junior High School, there are three basic competences that should be

achieved by students of the second year at Junior High School.4 First, read

loudly the meaning of functional written text and essay from simple and short

recount and narrative text with speed, stressed and accepting intonation

related to the around environment. Second, responding the meaning in short

simple written functional text accurately, fluently, and acceptably related to

the around environment. Third, responding the meaning and rhetoric steps in

short simple essay accurately, fluently, and acceptably that relate to the

around environment in recount and narrative text. It means that each student

should be able to comprehend meaning in functional text as well as simple

and short to interact in daily contexts.

3Danielle S. McNamara, Reading Comprehension Strategies:Theories, Interventions, and

Technologies, (Mahwah, New Jersey: Lawrence Erlbaum Associates, Inc, 2007), p.28
4 Badan Standar Nasional Pendidikan, Standar Kompetensi dan Kompetensi Dasar

SMP/MTS, (Jakarta: BSNP, 2006), p. 132
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State junior High School 3 Teluk Kuantan is one of the state schools that

uses school based curriculum (KTSP) as a guideline of teaching and learning.

Based on the writer’s preliminary observation at state junior high school 3 Teluk

Kuantan, the teacher got some difficulties in teaching reading comprehension;

The teacher has tried to do a lot of efforts to improve students’ English

competence in reading subject but the students’ ability to comprehend the text

was low because they could not answer the questions given after reading a text.

Moreover, comprehending reading text is very important. Reading can be

viewed as a dynamic activity that produces meaningful knowing. It can be read

well if the readers have patience and determination to do. Meanwhile, some of

the students at state junior high 3 Teluk Kuantan did not know how to read

meaningfully. They did not learn the process of reading. They were not

interested to read the text. Because of it, some of them got low score in reading

comprehension. The students did not interact with the passage they read, nor did

they build relationship of the terms in the text to build up the meaning. Finally,

they were not able to get the expected passing grade, 75. The students’ problems

were itemized in the following symptoms:

1. Some of the students were not able to comprehend the content of

narrative text.

2. Some of the students were not able to identify the topic of narrative

text.

3. Some of the students were not able to identify specific information in

reading narrative text.
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4. Some of the students were not able to identify generic structure of

narrative text.

5. Some of the students were not able to identify language features of

narrative text.

Based on the description above, the writer assumed that some of the

students still had difficulties in comprehending the meaning of narrative text, the

teacher needed an appropriate strategy to help them to solve their problems in

reading comprehension about the text. The best strategy for students’ reading

comprehension is Rock Around The Clock Strategy. According to Ellen Berg,

Rock Around the Clock strategy helps students focus on the main idea,

significant points, new insights, and important words or terms in a reading

selection. The students work in teams to record key points from reading text,

then prepare a presentation. It can increase reading comprehension and

vocabulary, and improve the team and presentation skills — requirements for

life on the job.5 This Strategy can be used in teaching and learning process of

reading comprehension.

Based on the explanations and symptoms above, the writer was interested

in conducting a research entitled “The Effect of Using Rock Around the Clock

Strategy on Reading Comprehension of the Second Year Students at State

Junior High School 3 Teluk Kuantan”.

5 Ellen Berg, et a. Reading Strategies for Career Academies and Career-Technical
Education, (New York: International Center for Leadership in Education, 2005), p. 230
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B. The Definition of the Key Terms

The writer uses some specific terms in this study. In order to avoid

misunderstanding, the writer provides the definitions of all terms used in this

study as follows:

1. Effect

Effect is a change that somebody or something causes in somebody

or something else6. Here, effect means as influence that appears by using a

strategy in teaching reading.

2. Rock Around The Clock

Rock Around the Clock, a strategy that helps students to focus on

the main idea, significant points, new insights, and important words or

terms in a reading selection.7 In this Research, rock around the clock

strategy, strategy that was be used to know its effect on reading

comprehension of narrative text.

3. Reading  Comprehension

Reading comprehension is the process of simultaneously extracting

and constructing meaning through interaction and involvement with

written language.8 It consists of three elements: the reader, the text and the

activity or purpose for reading. Comprehension involves constructing

meaning that is reasonable and accuratable by connecting with what has

6 Oxford Dictionary, H. Learner’s Pocket Dictionary: Fourth Edition, (New York:
Oxford University Press, 2008). p. 143

7 Op. Cit. Ellen Berg, p.230
8 Op. Cit, Catherine Snow, p. xiii
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been read by the reader to know and think about all of this information in

the text.

In this research, reading comprehension is focused on understanding

narrative text of the second year students at state junior high school 3 Teluk

Kuantan.

C. The Problem of the Research

Based on the background illustrated above, it was very clear that the

students still had a lot of problems in comprehending narrative text.

1. Identification of the Problem

Based on the depiction in the background of the problem, the

problems are identified as follows:

a. Why were some of the students unable to comprehend the

content of the narrative text?

b. Why were some of the students unable to identify the topic of

narrative text?

c. Why were some of the students unable to identify specific

information in reading text?

d. Why were some students unable to identify generic structure of

narrative text?

e. Why were some students unable to identify language features

of narrative text?
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2. Limitation of the Problem.

Based on the identification of the problems, it was clear that there

were many problems in this research. The writer focused on the significant

effect of using Rock Around The Clock Strategy on reading

comprehension in narrative text of the second year student at State Junior

High School 3 Teluk Kuantan.

3. Formulation of the Problem

Based on the limitation of the problem, the problem was

formulated in the following research question as follows:

a. How is the students’ reading comprehension on narrative text

taught by using Rock Around The Clock Strategy of the second

year at state junior high school 3 Teluk Kuantan?

b. How is the students’ reading comprehension on narrative text

taught without using Rock Around The Clock Strategy of the

second year at state junior high school 3 Teluk Kuantan?

c. Is there any significant difference on students’ reading

comprehension in narrative text between those are taught by using

Rock Around The Clock strategy and without using Rock Around

The Clock strategy of the second year at state Junior High School 3

Teluk Kuantan?
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D. The Objective and Significance of the Research

1. The Objective of the Research

The writer carried out this research for several objectives as stated

below:

a. To find out information about students’ reading comprehension on

narrative text taught by using Rock Around The Clock Strategy of

the second year at state junior high school 3 Teluk Kuantan.

b. To find out information about students’ reading comprehension on

narrative text taught without using Rock Around The Clock

Strategy of the second year  at state junior high school 3 Teluk

Kuantan

c. To find out whether there is significant difference on students’

reading comprehension on narrative text taught by using Rock

Around The Clock Strategy and without using Rock Around the

Clock strategy of the second year at state junior high school 3

Teluk Kuantan.
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2. The Significance of the Research

The findings of this research are expected to give valuable

contributions to the following:

a. Theoretically, the research could support theory of second and

foreign language learning and language acquisition.

b. Practically, especially in the field of teaching reading skill. The

Teachers of English who have problem in teaching reading. It

is hoped that Rock Around The Clock strategy can help them in

teaching and learning process.

c. To the second year students at state junior high school 3 Teluk

Kuantan, it is hoped that the students are able to comprehend

narrative text better than before.

d. To develop and enrich the writer’s knowledge in term of

reading ability and teaching English.


