
CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

A. Background of the Problem

Reading is the process in searching information that we can get from some texts. It is a

way that we always use to search some information about knowledge. Reading is one of the four

skills in English besides writing, speaking, and listening. Reading comprehension describes what

we should do to make us understand about the topic that we are reading and how to be active

readers. Comprehension in reading is needed to know what the material that we have read is

talking about. It is supported by Kalayo Hasibuan that said” reading comprehension results when

the reader knows which skills and strategies are appropriate for the type of text, and understand

how to apply them to accomplish the reading purpose”.1 When we read something, we should

know what text is telling about, because reading is the comprehension in understanding the

written text.  The comprehension about what we read is the key of success in learning.

Comprehension is the active process of constructing meaning from text; it involves accessing

previous knowledge understanding vocabulary and concepts, making inferences, and linking key

ideas.2

The more we read, the more knowledge will be gotten. By reading a lot, we can widen

our knowledge because a book is a window of the world. It means that we can explore around

the world and know what happens in the world by reading books. We have read many books

since we began knowing the letters. So that, we should know what is reading itself.  Reading is

1Kalayo Hasibuan and M. fauzan Ansyari. Teaching English as Foreign Language (TEFL). (Pekanbaru:
Alaf Riau Graha UNRI Press, 2007), p.113

2Vough Sharon and Silvia. Research-Based Method of Reading Instruction; Grades-3 (Virginia:
Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development, 2004), p. 98



generally, to catch and to understand the meaning of contextual characters, symbols, words, and

sentences. It means that the purpose of reading is comprehension or understanding.

Junior High School of Darel Hikmah Boarding School is one of private Islamic junior

high school in Pekanbaru. The school is located at H.R Soebrantas Street Pekanbaru. The

School-Based curriculum (KTSP) is used in their learning process. Islamic Junior High School of

Darel Hikmah Boarding School, the basic of eight grade is recount texts. In syllabus of the eight

grade students of junior high school (2006), the students must achieve two competences; those

are standard competence and basic competence. For standard competence, comprehend short

functional written text and simple essay in daily life and knowledge usage in the form of

descriptive and recount. Moreover, for the basic competence, read aloud the functional text and

rhetorical steps in simple essay text in daily life accurately, fluently, and understandably in the

form of descriptive and recount text.3

Based on preliminary research in eight grade of students at Darel Hikmah Boarding

School, this school has School-Based curriculum and applied many strategies in developing

students’ comprehension and also taught by many techniques, but the result of the learning

process is still far from teacher’s expectation. Most of them could not comprehend and answered

the questions correctly. So, some of students scores are lower than graduated standard is 70.

There are some various phenomena found which can be seen in the following symptoms:

1. Some of the students are not able to identify purpose of recount texts.

2. Some of students have difficulties in identifying main idea and supporting details of

recount texts.

3. Some of students have difficulties in finding factual information of recount texts.

3Department of National Education, School Based Curriculum Syllabus of  English. (Jakarta: Badan
Standar Nasional Pendidikan, 2006),p.130



4. Some of students are lack of vocabularies which cause difficulties in comprehending of

recount texts.

Therefore, the writer would like to familiarize or apply an activity to overcome those

problems to make students successful in reading comprehension. There is an activity that can be

used to develop and improve their reading comprehension which is called Paragraph Puzzle

activity.

Paragraph Puzzle activity offers the students opportunities to read various information

text in short, manageable the lengths in order to understand and imitate the functions and forms

of these same types of informational texts.4 This activity is to give students the opportunity to

practice the deeper level structure of comprehension in their reading.

Based on the explanation of the problem above, the writer is interested in carrying out the

research entitled: “The Effect of Using Paragraph Puzzle Activity on Students’ Reading

Comprehension in Recount Text at the Eight Grade of Islamic Junior High School of Darel

Hikmah Boarding School Pekanbaru”.

B. The Definition of the Term

1. Effect

Measure of the strength of one variable effect on another or the relationship

between two or more variables.5 In this research, effect is defined as the result of teaching

by using Paragraph Puzzle Activity.

2. Paragraph Puzzle Activity

4Christine Boardman Moen. Puzzle Paragraph: Taking a Mystery Out of Writing Nonfiction. (Dayton: A
Lorenz Company, 2007),p.5

5 Jack c. Richard and Richard Schmidt, Longmn Dictionary of Language Teaching and Applied Linguistic;
Third Edition.( New York; Pearson Education, 2002). P. 175



Paragraph Puzzle Activity offers the students opportunities to read and write

various information text in short, manageable the lengths in order to understand and

imitate the functions and forms of these same types of informational texts.6 In this

research, Paragraph Puzzle means that the activity that is used by the writer to know its

effect toward students’ reading comprehension.

3. Reading comprehension

The process of simultaneously extracting and constructing meaning through and

involvement with written language.7 It means that reading comprehension helps the

reader to arrange the meaning of the written text.

4. Recount Text

Recount is a piece of text that retells past events, usually in the order in which

they happened. The purpose of a recount text is to give the audience a description of what

happened and when it happened.

C. The Problem

1. The Identification of the Problem

Based on the background of the problems are mentioned before, many students

still have many problems especially in reading. So that, the writer identifies the problem

such as: some of students have lack grammar mastery, some of students have lack

vocabularies in texts, some of students get low score in their reading comprehension and

some of students are not interested in reading of recount texts.

2. The Limitation of the Problem

6Christine Boardman Moen. Loc., Cit
7Murcia Marianne Celce. Teaching English as a Second or Foreign Language. (Boston ;Thomson Learning

Inc, 2001),p. 157



Based on the identification of the problems above, the problem of research is

focused on using paragraph puzzle and reading comprehension in recount text at the eight

grade of Islamic Junior High School of Darel hikmah Boarding School Pekanbaru.

3. The Formulation of the Problem

The problem of this research is formulated in the following question:

a. Is there any significant effect of using paragraph puzzle activity on students’ reading

comprehension in recount text at the eight grade of Islamic junior high school darel

hikmah boarding school pekanbaru?

D. The Objective and the Significance of the Research

1. The Objective of the Research

a. To find significant effect of using paragraph puzzle activity on students’ reading

comprehension in recount text at the eight grade of Islamic Junior High School Darel

Hikmah Boarding School Pekanbaru.

2. The Significance of the Research

Related to the objective of the research above, the significances of the research

are:

a. To assist the students in developing their reading comprehension by using paragraph

puzzle activity.

b. To give some information to the teacher and the school about the technique that it can

be used to solve the problems in students’ reading comprehension in recount texts.

c. To increase, improve, and enhance the writer’s knowledge in teaching reading by

using Paragraph Puzzle activity.


