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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

A. Background of the Problem

Writing is one of the crucial parts in teaching and learning process,

especially in learning language. Writing is one of the language skills that must be

understood or mastered by the students. It is a place to produce our skill that uses

language symbols, feelings, and needs. In line with this statement, Hughey et al

state, writing is an essential form of communication.1 It means that, in writing, the

students can apply their ability to be good communicators. It is a part of skill in

language learning that uses symbols to express and transfer their feeling and

willing. There are several components in writing itself such as:  grammar,

vocabulary, spelling, consideration, and linguistic convention. It means that

without those components, writing cannot be produced and accepted by the

readers.

As a kind of the language skills, writing must be learned. No one that is

born knows how to write-but it is a skill that most people can learn, and the more

you do it, the easier it becomes.2 It means that writing is a skill that should be

learned by the people, especially the students in formal education. Sometimes you

are free to write about anything, but in formal education, you are generally asked

by the teacher. Remembering the importance of studying this skill in education,

1Jane B. Hughey, et all., Teaching ESL Composition Principles and Techniques. (Rowley,
Massachusetts: Newbury House Publishers Inc, 1983), p. 33.

2Kate Granville, Writing from Start to Finish a Six-Step Guide. (South Australia: Griffin
Press, 2001), p. vi.
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Granville states the purposes of a  writing is to entertain, it doesn’t necessarily

make the readers laugh, but it at least engages their feelings in some ways, to

inform, it tells the reader about something, and to persuade, it tries to convince the

reader of something.3

Writing is one of the most important skills that should be mastered by the

students. In fact, writing is not easy. A recent study by Reid shows that most

students as writers agree that telling is easier than showing.4 They think that

writing is one of the biggest challenges to learn or even something that is very

difficult and complicated.

In order to accomplish students’ achievement in writing, School Based

Curriculum (KTSP) provides writing as one of the skills in mastering English that

must be taught and learned in Senior High School. Islamic Senior High School of

Darel Hikmah Boarding School is one of the senior high schools in Pekanbaru.

This school uses KTSP as a guide in teaching and learning process include for

English subject. The aim of English subject at the eleventh grade students of

Islamic Senior High School of Darel Hikmah Boarding School Pekanbaru, based

on the educational curriculum of English subject (School-Based Curriculum),

especially in writing is “to express students’ ideas or meanings in a monologue

text or essay by using written language accurately, fluently, and

acceptably/contextually in the forms of report, narrative and analytical exposition

paragraph on the daily life context”.5

In fact, there are so many problems that they found in writing. Such as,

improving the writing skill, developing the idea, understanding the rules how to

3Kate Granville, ibid. p. 1.
4Joy M. Reid, The Process of Composition (New Jersey: Prentice-Hall, 1988), p. 17.
5 Syllabus MA Darel Hikmah Pekanbaru, 2012/2013, Pekanbaru (Unpublished)
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make a paragraph or an essay well, expressing the ideas, unwilling in following

the class, lazy to do the writing task, etc.

Furthermore, from these explanations it is clear that writing skill needs

many aspects or components that must be mastered by students. The goal of

curriculum itself is to make students successful in learning 4 skills; one of them is

writing. If the students cannot master the aspects that are needed in writing as

demanded by curriculum itself, teaching writing will not achieve the maximal

results and it will not be effective.

Based on the researcher’s preliminary study on June 24th 2013, the teacher

applied the conventional technique in teaching-learning process. Speech technique

is used by the teacher to teach the students. She explained what report paragraph

was, the function and the generic structure of it, gave explanation about example

on the students’ textbook, and then asked them to make their own report

paragraph. She had taught it completely, but when she asked them to write a

report paragraph, some of students were not able to do that well based on

teacher’s explanation. They were not able to express and develop their ideas.

Their sentences were also incorrect based on the structure. They used the capital

letters on the wrong place. Some of words also were in incorrect spelling. These

facts automatically caused them not be able to achieve the score cumulative

minimum standard (KKM). The passing grade for English Subject in MA Darel

Hikmah Pekanbaru is 70 point.

Based on the researher’s survey at this school, the writer is still facing

several problems and difficulties in writing. It is still very far from the
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expectations of the applicable curriculum. The writer found the following

phenomena as follows:

1. Some of the students are not able to express or develop their ideas in

writing report paragraph.

2. Some of the students are not able to write and arrange sentences into

paragraph grammatically (general classification and description)

3. Some of the students have lack of vocabulary mastery.

4. Some of the students have lack of using capital letters in writing report

paragraph.

5. Some of the students cannot pass their passing grades in writing subject in

term of 70 scores.

Therefore, the writer would like to familiarize or apply a technique to

overcome those problems to make students successful in writing. Because the way

to teach writing is very important, the presence of this technique holds big roles in

teaching writing. This technique is named “Topics and Sluglines”.

According to Beth and Lindner, Topics and Sluglines is used to give

students practice with writing the paragraph. It makes students easier in writing

nonfiction paragrapah.6 Writing is much more than just putting words on paper.

Its very nature, writing is a series of several process. Writing should be organized

well to avoid misinterpretation on the reader.

6Beth Means and Lindy Lindner, Teaching Writing in Middle School: Tips, Tricks, and
Techniques, (Colorado: Teacher Ideas Press, 1998), p. 111.



5

Based on these problems, the writer is interested in investigating the

problems above into a research entitled “The Effect of Using Topics and

Sluglines Technique on Students’ Writing Ability in Report Paragraph at the

Eleventh Grade of Islamic Senior High School of Darel Hikmah Boarding

School Pekanbaru”

B. Definition of the Term

There are so many terms involved in this research, thus to avoid

misunderstanding toward the terms used in this research, the following terms are

necessarily defined as follows:

1. Effect

Effect solves a problem or gets a result.7 In this research, the effect

means the alteration of students’ writing ability in report paragraph

between students who are taught by topics and sluglines technique and

those are not taught by topics and sluglines technique at the eleventh grade

of Islamic Senior High School of Darel Hikmah Boarding School

Pekanbaru.

2. Topics and sluglines Technique

According to Beth and Lindner, this technique makes easy to see

what the main idea is and what supporting details you have to work with,

without getting lost in detail in writing nonfiction paragraph.8

7 Michael Swan, Practical English Usage, (Oxford: Oxford University Press. 1980),
p.171

8 Beth Means and Lindy Lindner, Loc cit. pp. 111-112.
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However, in this research topics and sluglines technique means that

a technique that is used by writer to know the a significant effect of using

topics and sluglines technique on students’ writing ability at the eleventh

grade of Islamic Senior High School of Darel Hikmah Boarding School

Pekanbaru.

3. Writing Ability

Through writing everyone can apply their ideas, information’s,

knowledge, feelings, or even persuade others. At least six meanings of

‘writing’ can be distinguished: (1) a system of recording language by

means of visible or tactile marks; (2) the activity of putting such a system

to use; (3) the result of such activity, a text; (4) the particular form of such

a result, a script style such as block letter writing; (5) artistic composition;

(6) a professional occupation.9 There are many meanings presented by

many experts. However, writing ability in this research is defined as the

students’ ability in writing report paragraph.

4. Report paragraph

Report paragraph refers to the range of natural and social

phenomena in our environment that include general classification of

something.10 In line with this, Djatmika and friends state, a report usually

starts with a definition of the thing being reported. This definition is

followed by the classification. The, the description of the whole thing will

9Florian Coulmas, Writing Systems: An Introduction to their Linguistic Analysis, (New
York: Cambridge University Press, 2003), p. 1.

10 Th. M. Sudarwati, Look Ahead: an English Course 2 (Jakarta: Erlangga, 2007), p. 15.
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follow.11 In other words, it is a kind of paragraph which gives detail

information about an object to the readers.

C. Problems

Based on the phenomena illustrated in the background above, it is very

clear that students of Islamic Senior High School of Darel Hikmah Boarding

School are still facing many problems, especially in writing report paragraph. The

writer will identify the problems as follows:

1. Identification of the Problem

Based on the explanation above, the writer admits the problems as

follows:

a. What causes some of the students unable to deliver their ideas in

writing report paragraph?

b. What are the factors that make some of the students unable to write

and arrange sentences into paragraph grammatically?

c. What causes some of the students have lack of vocabulary mastery?

d. What makes some of the students have lack of using capital letters in

writing?

e. Is topics and sluglines technique effective in improving students’

writing ability?

2. Limitation of the Problem

Based on the identification of the problems stated above, thus the

writer needs to focus on the problems of this research on the using topics

11 Djatmika, Agus Dwi Priyatno, Ida Kusuma Dewi. Passport to the World 3: a Fun and
Easy English Book, (Solo: Tiga Serangkai Pustaka Mandiri, 2012). P. 10
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and sluglines technique and students’ writing ability in report paragraph at

the eleventh grade of Islamic Senior High School of Darel Hikmah

Boarding School Pekanbaru.

3. Formulation of the Problem

Based on the problems above, the writer formulates the problem of

this study into the following research questions:

a. Is there any significant effect of using topics and sluglines technique

on students’ writing ability at the eleventh grade of Islamic Senior

High School of Darel Hikmah Boarding School Pekanbaru?

D. Objective and the Significance of the Research

1. Objective of the research

a. To find out the significant effect of using topics and sluglines

technique on students’ writing ability in report paragraph at the

eleventh grade of Islamic Senior High School of Darel Hikmah

Boarding School Pekanbaru.

2. Significance of the Research

Related to the objectives of the research above, the significance of

the research is as follows:

a. To give information to the teachers, and the institutions about the

effect of topics and sluglines technique on students’ writing ability in

report paragraph at the eleventh grade of Islamic Senior High School

of Darel Hikmah Boarding School Pekanbaru.
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b. This research making is also to give some contributions to the students,

especially students of Islamic Senior High School of Darel Hikmah

Boarding School Pekanbaru and the teacher of English as determiner

of their learning and teaching success.

c. To fulfill one of the requirements to finish the researcher’s study in

English Education Department of State Islamic University Sultan

Syarif Kasim Riau.


