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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

A. Background of the Problem

Speaking is one of the skills in English teaching. It is a skill which can

not be separated to our life because it plays an important role since it is the

way that people interact from one to each other. People do speaking everyday

to share anything for different use and situation. Mentioned by Chaney,

speaking is the process of building and sharing meaning through the use of

verbal or nonverbal symbols, in a variety of contexts.1

Murcia state that speaking is as an activity requiring the integration of

many subsystems.2 It is added by Canale and Swain, the ability to

communicate in a language comprises four dimensions. They are grammatical

competence, sociolinguistic competence, discourse competence, and strategic

competence.3 It is clear that speaking skill is not as easy as saying words by

words. Indeed, it needs some elements as supports in order to make the

listener able to reveal the meaning of what we say.

Kalayo states in his book,” many language learners regard speaking

ability as the measure of knowing a language. As one of the language skills,

these learners define fluency as the ability to converse with others, much

more than the ability to read, write or comprehend oral language. They regard

1A.L. Chaney and T.L. Burk. Teaching Oral Communication in Grades K-8. (Boston:
Allyn & Bacon, 1998), p. 13

2Marianne-Celce Muria. Teaching English as a Second or Foreign Language (3rd ed)
(Boston: Heinle & Heinle, 2001), p. 103

3Ibid., p. 104

1



2

speaking as the most important skill they can acquire and they asses their

progress in terms of their accomplishment in spoken communication.”4

In addition, Brown and Yule said that communication involves at least

two people where both sender and receiver need to communicate to exchange

information, ideas, opinions, views or feelings. The activity is that the person

does primary based on particular goal.5 Effective communication can help the

speaker get meaning or information during the conversation.6

It is clear that speaking is used to express the needs request,

information, service, etc. The speaker says words to the listener not only to

express what in her mind but also to express what he needs. So, speaking is

important because the speaker does not only say what he wants to say but

also share ideas and delivers them to others which focus on the purpose.

In order to support students’ need toward speaking, School Based

Curriculum (KTSP) as the newest curriculum provides this subject. This

curriculum is applied by SMAN 1 Bangkinang Seberang as its guidance in

teaching and learning process. In SMAN 1 Bangkinang Seberang, speaking is

taught to all grades, from the first grade into the third grade. Speaking is

taught twice a week with duration 90 (2x45) minutes for each meeting.

According to syllabus 2012/2013 at the second grade, the students

must achieve two competences; those are standard competence and basic

4Kalayo Hasibuan. Teaching English as a Foreign Language (TEFL)(Pekanbaru: Alaf
Riau Graha UNRI Press,2007) p. 101

5Gillian Brown and George Yule, Teaching the Spoken Language: ApproachBased on
Analysis of Conversational English. (Cambridge:Cambridge University Press ,1989) p. 14

6Grugeon Elizabeth, et al. Teaching Speaking and Listening in the Primary (London:
David Fulton, 2005) p. 1
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competence. For the standard competence, the students are required to speak

in monologue in the form of reports, narrative, and analytical exposition

accurately and properly in the real-life context. For the basic competence, the

students must be able to express meaning in simple monologue text by using

spoken language accurately and properly in the real-life context.7

Based on the preliminary research at SMAN 1 Bangkinang Seberang,

the English teacher teaches the students by using conventional technique such

as the students are asked about their opinion in the topic and the students read

the text from the text book. In the implementation of learning process, the

English teacher explains the material and then asks the students to memorize

the text and the students are asked to performance in front of class. Thus, it

does not bring any significant improvement on students’ speaking ability.

Meanwhile, some of the students do not fulfill the minimum criteria of

passing grade (KKM). The passing grade of KKM for English subject is 70.

Therefore, the writer concludes that some of the students of the second grade

at SMAN 1 Bangkinang Seberang do not achieve the KKM target stated by

the school. Students’ speaking ability is still far from the expectations. The

problems can be seen from the symptoms as follows:

1. Some of students do not understand English.

2. Some of students are not able to speak English using proper

vocabulary.

3. Some of students do not have a good pronunciation.

7 Syllabus of  SMAN 1 Bangkinang Seberang 2012/2013, Unpublished, 2013
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4. Some of students speak very slowly.

5. Some of students are still unconfident to speak English.

To improve the students’ speaking ability, the students need an

appropriate approach, strategy, method and technique to help them to resolve

their problem in speaking, and it has the differences, Celce Murcia said that

an approach paradigma theory, a method is a set of procedures, it more

specific than an approach but less specific than technique, a technique is a

classroom device or activity and thus represents the narrowest of the three

concepts, and a strategy is a procedure used in learning, thinking, etc.8

Based on the symptoms above, the teacher needs an appropriate

strategy to help the students improve their speaking ability. The strategy is

called using imagery strategy. According to Chamot, using imagery strategy

is created an image to represent information. In addition imagery is a good

way to remember what has been heard or read in the new language is to create

a mental image of it.9 Thus, the researcher is interested in conducting a

research entitled “The Effect of Using Imagery Strategy toward Students’

Speaking Ability of the Second Grade at State Senior High School 1

Bangkinang Seberang Kampar Regency”.

8Marianne Celce Murcia, Teaching English as a Second or Foreign Language, third ed.
Boston, Heinle and Heinle, 2001, p.5

9Rebecca L. Oxford, Language Learning Strategies, New York: Newbury House
Publishers,1990, p.61
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B. The Problems

1. Identification of the Problems

Based on the description above, it is clear that many students

encounter problem in speaking ability. Therefore, the problems are

identified based on the following questions:

a) What factors make students do not understand English?

b) What factors make students are not able to speak English using

proper vocabulary?

c) What factor makes students do not have a good pronunciation?

d) What factor makes students speak very slowly?

e) What factor makes students are still unconfident to speak English?

2. Limitation of the Problem

Because of limited time, energy, and fund, the writer needs to limit

the problems in this research. This research focuses on the effect of using

imagery strategy toward students’ speaking ability of the second grade

students at SMAN 1 Bangkinang Seberang.

3. Formulation of the Problem

Based on the background of the problem before, the formulation of

the problem can be formulated in the following questions:

a) Is there any significant difference of students’ speaking ability

before being taught by using imagery strategy for experimental

class and conventional teaching technique for control class of the

second grade at SMA N 1 Bangkinang Seberang?
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b) Is there any significant difference of students’ speaking ability after

being taught by using imagery strategy for experimental class and

conventional teaching technique for control class of the second

grade at SMA N 1 Bangkinang Seberang?

c) Is there any significant effect of using imagery strategy toward

students’ speaking ability of the second grade at SMA N 1

Bangkinang Seberang?

C. Objectives and Significance of The Research

1. Objectives of the Research

a) To find out whether there is significant difference of students’

speaking ability before being taught by using imagery strategy for

experimental class and conventional teaching technique for control

class of the second grade at SMA N 1 Bangkinang Seberang.

b) To find out whether there is significant difference of speaking ability

after being taught by using imagery strategy for experimental class

and conventional teaching technique for control class of the second

grade at SMA N 1 Bangkinang Seberang

c) To find out whether there is the significant effect of using imagery

strategy toward students’ speaking ability of the second of the

second grade at SMAN 1 Bangkinang Seberang.

2. Significance of The Research

a) To add the contribution for English teachers especially to develop

students’ speaking ability by using imagery strategy.



7

b) To add reference for readers who interest in this topic.

c) To give way out for students who have difficulties in speaking.

D. Reason for Choosing the Title

In order to avoid misunderstanding in reading this paper, it is

necessary to show the reason for choosing the title:

1. This title has not been researched before writing at State Islamic

University of Sultan Syarif Kasim Riau.

2. The title is relevant to the writer as a student of English Department.

3. The writer wants to find out the use of imagery strategy toward

students’ speaking ability.

4. The problems of the research are interesting and challenging for the

writer to be investigated in term of teaching and learning English.

E. Definition of the Term

In order to avoid misinterpretation and misunderstanding in reading

this paper, it is necessary to define the following term:

1. Effect

Effect is a change of something or somebody caused by

something or somebody else, or result.10 In addition, effect is a measure

of the strength of one variable on another or the relationship between two

or more variables.11 In this research, effect is defined as the result of

10Longman, Longman Dictionary of American English (fourth edition). (London: Pearson
Education, 2008), p. 331

11Jack C. Richards and Richard Schmidt.Longman Dictionary of Language Teaching and
Applied Linguistics. (4th ed). (Great Britain, Pearson Education Limited, 2010), p. 190
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teaching speaking by using imagery strategy at the second grade students

of SMA N 1 Bangkinang Seberang.

2. Imagery

According to Oxford, imagery strategy is a good way to

remember what has been heard or read in the new language is to create

the mental image of it. The imagery used to remember the expressions

does not to be purely mental. Drawings can make mental of images (of

objects like house or tree,or descriptive adjectives like wide or tall) more

concrete.12 The use of visual imagery can be seen as a powerful tool to

link students’ oral language with that of the written text. “Written

language development draws on competence in oral language, since, for

most learners, oral language competence reaches a higher level earlier.

As a student becomes literate, the two systems become interactive, and

students use each to support the others”.13

In this research, imagery is a strategy used by the writer to know

the effect of that strategy toward the students’ speaking ability at the

second grade students of SMAN 1 Bangkinang Seberang.

3. Speaking ability

Speaking ability is a proficiency of using the language orally.14 In

this research this term means that the way how the students explore their

ideas in spoken language.

12Rebecca, Op. Cit. p.61
13Amullan, Explicit teaching of visualisation strategies improves listening comprehension

and oral retell of Prep students, [Electronic Version], 2008, p. 1. Retrieved on March 23th, 2012
http://www.library-nu.com

14Scott Thornbury. An A-Z of ELT: A Dictionary of Terms and Concepts Used in English
Language Teaching. (Longman: Macmillan, 2006),p.208


