
CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

A. Background of the Problem

Reading is an active and complex process which draws the application of a number

of skills and knowledge about language and print. The skills that are needed include the

ability to recognize letters and words, to match letters with sounds and to combine a series of

sounds to create words. Reading also relies on the reader’s ability to predict words in a text

using knowledge about language such as sentence structure, word meanings and the meaning

of the text.1

In applying skills and knowledge, the reader is guided by the expectation about what

is read should make sense. When teaching children to read we need to make sure that they

can draw upon their knowledge of letters and words as they read, apply their knowledge

about oral communication to texts and understand that reading is a purposeful and meaning-

making activity

Besides, the reader will be able to think critically and find factual information if

he/she understands the intend meaning of the written text. Reading comprehension is the

result of interaction among the reader’s perception of the graphic symbols that represent

language, linguistic skill, and knowledge of the world.2

MA Daarun Nahdhah is one of the schools that is also applying School-Based

Curriculum (KTSP) that the priority of the reading skill with the time allocation has been

1Browne Ann. Developing Language and Literacy 3-8 Second Edition.(London: Paul Chapman Publishing, 2001), p.
27
2Albert J. Harris and Edward R Sipay.How to Increase Reading Ability: A Guide to Developmental and Remedial
Methods. (London: The Alpiness Press, 1985), p. 1



determined3. Reading is taught twice a week with duration of time 40 minutes for one

meeting. According to school based curriculum. It means that they have to learn English for

160 minutes in a week. For reading at the second year students of senior high school level,

the basic competence of reading comprehension refers to capability of students in

understanding/ comprehending and responding the meaning in monologue text or essay

accurately, fluently, and contextually in the form of text such as report, narrative, spoof, and

hortatory exposition4.

To implement the curriculum, the English teacher of MA Daarun Nahdhah used

conventional method in teaching reading. During the activity, the teacher asked the students

to read the text and found out the meaning of difficult words, and then answered the

questions according to the text. By implementing this strategy, students were expected to be

able to understand an English text and answer the questions. In fact, the writer found that

some of the students could not understand about the content of reading text and identify

the detailed information of the text. They could not also answer the questions given after

reading a text. Finally, they were not able to get Total Minimal Value (KKM) that is 65.

Based on preliminary research by interviewing one of the English Teachers at MA

Daarun Nahdhah, the writer knows that students had low ability in reading comprehension

because in the reading tests some of them got low scores in reading comprehension exercises.

The problems that are still faced by the students are indicated in some phenomena as follows:

1. Some of the students do not know how to identify the main idea of the text.

2. Some of the students are not able to identify the meaning vocabulary in the text

3. Some of the students are not able to identify the information from the text

3 KTSP 2010
4 Tim Penyusun Syllabus, Syllabus for Class XI MA Daarn Nahdhah 2014, unpublished



4. Some of the students are not able to identify the word reference in the text.

5. Some of the students are not able to identify the generic structure of the text.

To improve the students’ reading comprehension, the teacher needs to choose

appropriate strategy helping them as solution for their problems. There are actually many

methods and strategies that can be used by the teachers in teaching reading, one of them is

Generative Vocabulary Strategy, it is a strategy to build word awareness and vocabulary

knowledge by making a personal construction of meaning.5 Furthermore, SEDL clarifies that

generative vocabulary involves three common strategies. They are possible sentences,

keyword, and vocabulary self-correction strategy. Then, motivation, linguistic knowledge,

background knowledge, and self-regulated comprehending of the students will be gained.

This strategy can be used to increase Reading Comprehension especially self-

regulated comprehending, the strategy teaches students’ to make predictions about word

meaning and to check their understanding.

Based on the explanation above, the writer is interested in carrying out a researh

entitled “THE EFFECT OF USING GENERATIVE VOCABULARY STRATEGY ON

READING COMPREHENSION OF NARRATIVE TEXT OF THE SECOND YEAR

STUDENTS AT MA DAARUN NAHDHAH BANGKINANG”

B. Definition of the Terms

In order to avoid misunderstanding and misinterpretation about some terms used in

the research, the writer defines them as follows:

1. Effect

5SEDL.Building Reading Proficiency at the Secondary Level: A Guide to Resource. Retrieved on:
http://www.sedl.org/cgi-bin/mysql/buildingreading.cgi?showrecord=23



It is a change that something or somebody causes in something or somebody else, or

result.6 Effect also as an influence that is appeared by something toward something else.

In this research, effect is defined as the writer’s identification of the result whether

teaching English treated by using generative vocabulary strategy on reading

comprehension of narrative text of the second year students at MA Daarun Nahdhah

Bangkinang or not.

2. Generative Vocabulary Strategy

Generative Vocabulary Strategy is a strategy to build word awareness and vocabulary

knowledge by requiring making a personal construction of meaning.7 Further, SEDL

clarifies that in generative vocabulary involves three common strategies. They are

possible sentences, keyword, and vocabulary self-correction strategy. Then, motivation,

linguistic knowledge, background knowledge, and self-regulated comprehending of the

students will be gained. Here, the writer uses the strategy on reading comprehension of

narrative text of the second year students at MA Daarun Nahdhah Bangkinang

3. Reading comprehension

Scott G. Paris and Steven A. Stahl define that reading comprehension is the ability to

identify meaningful relation between the various parts of a text and the parts and the

readers' background knowledge8. In this study, reading comprehension means a process

of understanding the text in order to get the purposes of getting information and the

meaning of the texts of the second year students at MA Daarun Nahdha Bangkinang.

6 Hornby, A.S. Oxford Edvanced Learner’s Dictionary of Current English, Seventh Edition, Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 2005, p.138
7SEDL.Building Reading Proficiency at the Secondary Level: A Guide to Resource. Retrieved on:
http://www.sedl.org/cgi-bin/mysql/buildingreading.cgi?showrecord=23
8 Scott G. Paris and Steven A. Stahl. Children's Reading Comprehension and Assessment. London: Lawrence
Erlbaum Associates, Publishers. 2005. p. 134.



C. The Problem

1. Identification of the problem

Based on the background above, thus the problems of this research are identified as

follows:

1. Why are some of the students unable to identify main idea of narrative text?

2. Why are some of the students unable to identify the meaning of vocabulary in

narrative text?

3. Why are some of the students unable to identify the information from narrative text?

4. Why are some of the students unable to identify the word references in narrative text?

5. Why are some of the students unable to identify the generic structure of narrative

text?

2. Limitation of the Problem

Based on the limitation of the problems, the writer limits the problems on strategies

used by the teacher which do not optimize the students reading comprehension. Therefore,

the writer tried a new strategy called generative vocabulary strategy that can help the

students comprehend the reading text and to find out the effect of using generative

vocabulary strategy toward students’ reading comprehension of the second year at MA

daarun Nahdha Bangkinang. In this research, the writer only focuses on comprehending the

narrative text.

3. Formulation of the Problem



The formulation will be appears some research questions as follows:

1. How is students’ reading comprehension of narrative text taught by using generative

vocabulary strategy?

2. How is students’ reading comprehension of narrative text taught by using conventional

strategy?

3. Is there any significant difference of result between using and without using  generative

vocabulary strategy on reading comprehension of narrative text of the second year

students at MA Daarun Nahdha Bangkinang?

D. The Objectives and Significance of the Research

1. The Objective of the Research

1. To find out students’ reading comprehension of narrative text taught by using

generative vocabulary strategy

2. To find out students’ reading comprehension of narrative text taught by using

conventional strategy

3. To find out whether or not there is significant difference of result between using or

without using generative vocabulary strategy on reading comprehension of narrative

text of the second year students at MA Daarun Nahdhah Bangkinang



2. The Significance of the Research

Related to the objectives of the research above, the significances of the research are

as follows:

a. To fulfill one of the requirements for the writer to complete his undergraduate Study

Program (S1) of English Education Department of Education and Teacher Training

Faculty of UIN SUSKA Riau Pekanbaru.

b. The research findings are to give information to the teachers about the effect of using

generative vocabulary strategy on reading comprehension of narrative text of the

second year students at MA Daarun Nahdhah Bangkinang.

c. To develop and enrich the writer’s knowledge in term of reading ability and teaching

English.


