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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

A. Background of the Problem

Reading is one of the most important skills in learning language besides

listening, speaking, and writing. Expecially for students, reading becomes

important skill since they get information from the text. Reading

comprehension is defined as the level to understand reading. According to

Celce and Murcia, reading is the ability to read, taking general comprehension

that the reader draw information from a text and combines it with information

and expectations that he already has1. Reading is a skill and students needs

ability to understand reading and get information. So that reading becomes

something that is very important in English language skill.

According to the Rand Corporation, Reading comprehension is “the

process of simultaneously extracting and constructing meaning through

interaction and involvement with written language. It consists of three

elements: the reader, the text, and the activity or purpose for reading” 2

Comprehension is a process, not a product. Readers filter understanding

through the lens of their motivation, knowledge, cognitive abilities, and

experiences. Effective readers have a purpose for reading, and use their

1 Celce & Murcia, Teaching English as a Second or Foreigh Language 3nd Editione.

(New York: United state of America, 2001).p.188
2Karen Tankersley. Literacy Strategies for Grade 4-12 Reinforcing the Threads of

Reading. (Alexandria: Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development, 2005). p.108
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background knowledge and experiences to relate to the text. We don’t

comprehend unless we draw connections between what we read and our

background knowledge. Words have to be processed at the “thinking” level

before comprehension can take place.

Senior High School 2 Tambang is one of the schools that also applying

School Based Curriculum that the priority of the reading skill with the time

allocation had been determined.3 Reading is taught twice a week with duration

of time 45 minutes for one meeting. It means that the students have to learn

English for 180 minutes in a week. For reading at the second grade students of

Senior High School, the competency standart is to understand the meaning of

short functional essay of recount and narrative text in content daily life and to

access knowledge4. In this research, the writer only focuses on comprehending

the narrative.

Based on writer’s observation on July 2013 at Senior High School 2

Tambang Kampar Regency, to implement the curriculum, the English teacher

of Senior High School 2 Tambang had done a lot of efforts to improve

students’ English competence in reading. Some of the students of Senior High

School 2 Tambang did not know how to read meaningfully. They only read the

text book required to be able to perform well in the achievement test. Students

were reluctant to read other English texts different from their school text

books. Students still focused on teacher centered.

3 KTSP
4 Syllabus for the second grade students Senior High School 2 Tambang
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During the activity, the teacher asked the students to read the text and

found out the meaning of difficult words, and then answered the questions

according to the text. In fact the writer found that some of the students could

not understand about the content of reading text. They could not also answer

the questions given after reading a text.

Based on the writer’s observation, some of the students still cannot

answer the questions correctly. The students still get many difficulties in

reading activity and their difficulty in comprehending an English text.

Furthermore, some of the students cannot reach the minimum standard of

passing grade (70) in doing the reading assessment, it means that the students

are able to achieve and accomplish the standard competency. See in the

appendices. The writer found many problems faced by the students especially

in reading comprehension. It can be seen from the phenomena as follows:

1. Some of the students are not able to find out the main idea of narrative

text.

2. Some of the students are not able to get information of narrative test.

3. Some of students are not able to answer questions based on narrative text.

4. Some of students are not able to make inference and reference of

narrative text.

To accomplish students’ need in reading, there is a strategy that can help

students to improve their reading comprehension which is called Visualization

strategy. Visualization is also a key component of good comprehension.



4

Visualization helps students better related to the story, brings life to the story

and the characters, and also strengthens imaginative thinking.5

At key points in the story, stop reading and ask students to describe

what they are seeing in their minds at that moment. After the book is finished,

have students draw one of the pictures they were seeing and link it back to the

passage they were hearing. Discuss with students the idea that reading should

help us visualize and make a connection to pictures in the mind.6

Therefore, the writer is interested in carrying out the research entitled:

The Effect of Using Visualizing Strategy on Students’ Reading

Comprehension in Narrative Text at Senior High School 2 Tambang

Kampar Regency.

B. Definition of the Term

1. Effect

According to Jack C. Richards effect is a measure of the strenght of one

variables that effect another or the relationship between two or more

variable.7 In this research, effect is defined as the writer’s identification of

the result whether teaching English treated by using Visualizing strategy

can give effect on students’ reading comprehension or not.

5Karen Tankersley. The Threads of Reading Strategies for Literacy Development.
(Alexandia: Association for Supervision and Curriculum Development, 2003). p.94

6 Karen Tankersley. Op cit.p.90
7 Jack C. Richards and Richard Schmidt. Longman Dictionary of Language Teaching and

Applied Linguistics. Third Edition. (New York: Pearson Education. 2002). p. 175
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2. Visualizing

According to Karen Tankersley, Visualization helps students better relate

to the story, brings life to the story and the characters, and also strengthens

imaginative thinking.8 In this research, Visualizing is a strategy used by

writer in reading.

3. Reading Comprehension

According to Klinger, et. Al., reading comprehension is a multi

component, highly complex process that involves many interaction

between readers and what they bring to the text (previous knowledge,

strategy use) as well as variables related to the text itself (interest in text,

understanding of text types).9 In this case, comprehension deals with

reading. In this study, reading comprehension means a process of

understanding the text in order to get the purpose of reading on

information and the meaning of the texts at the second grade students of

Senior High School 2 Tambang.

4. Narrative text is often fiction in which the values are used to describe

and/or to explain humans’ behavior. It involves a setting and a character or

characters who are involved in one or more conflicts (e.g., interpersonal,

internal; with society). Theme may be directly stated or implied. The piece

makes sense when reading from beginning to end10. In this research,

narrative text is a text used by writer.

8 Karen Tankersley. Op cit. p.94
9 Janette K. Klinger, Sharon Vaughn, and Alison Boardman. Teaching Reading

Comprehension to Students with Learning Difficulties. (New York:The Guilford Press.2007). p. 8
10 http://www.ksde.org/
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C. The Problem

1. Identification of the Problem

Based on the background of the problem, the researcher identifies

some problems as follows:

a. Why are some of the students not able to find out the main idea of the

narrative text?

b. How are some of the students not able to get information in narrative

text?

c. What factors make some of the students unable to answer questions

based on the narrative text?

d. What make some of the students unable to make inference of the

narrative text?

2. Limitation of the Problem

Based on the identification of the problems above, thus the

problem of the research is limited to focus on the Students’ Reading

Comprehension problem in Narrative text. Therefore, the writer likes to

solve the students’ problems by using Visualizing strategy which can help

the students’ comprehend the reading text and to find out the effect of

using Visualizing strategy on reading comprehension of narrative text of

the second grade students at Senior High School 2 Tambang Kampar

Regency.
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3. Formulation of The Problem

The problem of this research can be formulated in the following questions:

a. How is the Students’ reading comprehension in Narrative Text taught

by using Visualizing Strategy of the second grade at Senior High

School 2 Tambang Kampar Regency?

b. How is the Students’ reading comprehension in Narrative Text taught

without using Visualizing Strategy of the second grade at Senior High

School 2 Tambang Kampar Regency?

c. Is there any significant effect of using Visualizing Strategy on reading

comprehension in Narrative Text of the second grade students at

Senior High School 2 Tambang Kampar?

D. Objective and Significance of the Research

1. Objective of the Research

a. To find out the data about the students’ reading comprehension taught

by using Visualizing Strategy.

b. To find out the data about the students’ reading comprehension taught

by using conventional strategy.

c. To find out the significant effect of reading comprehension between

students who are taught by using Visualizing Strategy and students

who are taught by using conventional strategy.
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2. Significance of the Research

The significance of the research is as follows:

a. To find out the effect of using Visualizing Strategy on reading

comprehension.

b. These research findings are also expected to give the positive

contribution related to the process of teaching and learning English,

especially in term of the effect of using Visualizing Strategyon

reading comprehension at State Senior High School 2 Tambang

Kampar Regency

c. To fulfill one of the requirements for the researcher to complete her

undergraduate degree program at Department of English Education

Faculty of Education and Teacher Training of  state Islamic University

of Sultan Syarif Kasim Riau.


