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CHAPTER II

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

A. Theoretical Frame Work

1. Nature of Reading Comprehension

Reading is an activity that enriches the students’ knowledge. It

helps students know how to use English well. Reading is one of the basic

life skills without having the ability to read well, opportunities for personal

fulfillment and job success inevitably will be lost. According to “Patel and

Jain, Reading is the most useful and important skill for people. This skill is

more important than speaking and writing. Reading is a source of joys.

Good reading is to keep students regular in reading which provides them

both pleasure and profit”.1 Reading is not only a source of information and

a pleasurable activity but also as a means of consolidating and extending

one’s knowledge of the language.2 Students should practice their reading

more and more, so that their reading ability and their experience will be

improved. They may find difficulty and frustation, but if they keep

practicing, they will have a good result since English will help them to

grasp the total meaning of the words.

Regarding Judi Moreilon that reading is making meaning from

print to visual information, it is an active process that requires a great deal

of practice and skill. It means that learners must be able to decode the

1.M.F.Patel and Praveen M.Jain.Op Cit. p.113
2Ibid.p.114
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printed words and comprehend what they read to get the language.3

According to Johnson, Reading is the practice of using text to create

meaning. The two key words here are creating and meaning. If there is no

meaning being created, there is no reading taking place.4

According to Patel, reading is the most useful and important skill

for people. This skill is more important than speaking and writing.5 So,

reading is the base basic skill that someone has to master if he/she wants to

master other skills. By reading, someone can convey the information of

the text in spoken and written forms.

Patel also stated that there are 3 stages in reading process, namely:6

a. Recognition stage

At this stage, the learner simply recognizes the graphic counterparts of

the phonological items.

b. Structuring stage

The learner sees the syntactic relationship of the items and understands

the structural meaning of the syntactical units.

c. Interpretation stage

This is the highest level in the process of reading. At this stage, the

learners are able to comprehend the significance of word, a phrase, or a

sentence in the overall context in the discards.

3 Judi Moreillon. Collaborative Strategies for Teaching Reading Comprehension.
Chicago: American Library  Association. 2007. p. 10

4 Andrew P.Johnson, Reading and writing (A Guidebook for tutoring and remediating
students, 2008)p.16

5 M. F. Patel & Praveen M. Jein, Op Cit. p. 113
6Ibid, p. 114
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Grabe stated that reading is a complex, an interactive process. And

within the complex process of reading, there are six general component

skills and knowledge areas:7

a. Automatic recognition skills is a virtually unconscious ability, ideally

requiring little mental processing to recognize text, especially for word

identification.

b. Vocabulary and structural knowledge is a sound understanding of

language structure and a large recognition of vocabulary.

c. Formal discourse structure knowledge is an understanding on how

texts are organized and how information is put together in various

genres text (e.g., report, a letter, a narrative)

d. Content/word background knowledge is a prior knowledge of text-

related information and shared understanding of the cultural

information involved in text.

e. Synthesis and evaluation skills/strategies are the ability to read and

compare information from multiple sources, to think critically about

what one reads, and to decide what information is relevant or useful for

one’s purpose.

f. Meta-cognitive knowledge and skills monitoring are awareness of

one’s mental processes and the ability to reflect on what one’s doing

and the strategy on is employing while reading.

7 Marianne Celce Murcia, Teaching English as a Second or Foreign Language, United
States of America: Heinle & Heinle, 2011, p. 154
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Reading in academic purpose forces the students to read for

multiple purposes, including at least the reading:8

a. To search for information

b. For general comprehension

c. To learn new information

d. To synthesize and evaluate information

In relation to Patel and Preven there are four types of reading, they

are:9

a. Intensive reading

Intensive reading is related to further progress in language

learning under the teacher’s guidance. Intensive reading is text reading

or passage reading. Learner read the text to get information.

b. Extensive reading

In extensive reading, the reader read the text for enjoyment.

The reader read what they want to read. The purpose of the extensive

reading is to enrich learner’s knowledge.

c. Aloud reading

Teacher must know that the training of the reading aloud must

be given at primary level because it is the base of word pronunciation.

d. Silent reading

This reading should be employed to increase reading ability

among learners. Silent reading is done to acquire a lot of information.

8Ibid, p. 187
9 M. F. Patel & Praveen M. Jein, Op Cit. p. 117
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The goal of reading is comprehension. In relation to Gough and

Tunmer, Comprehension is the ultimate goal of getting information from

written materials, and since written information is often presented in the

form of a lot of written text, even though they may include tables, charts

and graphs, it can be argued that the simple view of reading is a model that

works with most of the non-fiction written materials in society, as well as

for the fiction or non-fiction plain-text materials used in the school.10 So

that, reading deals with comprehension as sense of the reader. Many

readers are not able to catch the idea or what the writer talk about because

they do not know the exact meaning of the words that the writer used.

Reading helps students become better writers. Through reading students

have incidental contact with the rules of grammar, Students develop a

sense for the structure of the language and grammar and increase their

vocabulary.11

Reading comprehension means basic component person to activity

involving skill, knowledge, in understanding of words, seeing the

relationship among words and concept, and organizing the ideas.

According to Johnson and Graham, reading comprehension can help

improve students’ recall of stories. It means that, reading comprehension is

very important part of reading.

10 Thomas E.Scruggs, and Margo A. Mastropieri, Literacy and Learning (Advances in
learning and Behavioral Disabilities vol.23, 2010) p.118

11 Andrew P.Johnson. Op Cit.p.20
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Based on the syllabus at State Junior High School 2 Meral

Karimun Regency, there are five indicators of reading comprehension as

follow:12

1. Students are able to find out main idea of the text;

2. Students are able to identify information of the text;

3. The students are able to identify the events in the text;

4. The students are able to make inference of the text;

5. The students are able to find out the meaning of vocabulary in the text.

2. Nature of Narrative Text

Narrative text is story telling; it tells a true story or fiction13.

Narrative text tells an imaginative story. Narrative text is not fact but only

fiction story. The purpose of narrative text is to entertain the reader.

According to Allington, Narrative text is story like we watch movies to be

entertained and to enjoy story14. Type of narrative text is folktales,

fairytales, fable, myth, legend, science fiction, short story, ballads.

The purpose of Narrative is to entertain, to amuse, and to interest

the reader, simultaneously teaches, explains or informs.15 Narrative also

has the structure of the story. There are three stages in narrative. They are

as follows:16

12 Departemen Pendidikan Nasional, Silabus Mata Pelajaran Pendidikan Bahasa Inggris,
2013.

13M.Syafi’i.S. M.Fauzan Ansyari & Jonry Kasdi. The Effective Paragraph Development:
the process of Writing for classroom setting. Pekanbaru: Lembaga Bimbingan Belajar Syaf
Intensive. 2007.p.53

14 Andrew P.Johnson. Op Cit.p.122
15EnitaRahayu. The Effect of using Character Quotes Strategy toward the Reading

Comprehension of the second year students at state Senior High School 2 SiakHulu Kampar
Regency (Pekanbaru: Unpublished.2012) p.21

16Ibid.p.22
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a. Orientation: The function of orientation is to set the scene, creating,

and a visual picture of the setting, atmosphere and time of the story.

b. Complication: The Function of complication is to revolve the around

the conflicts or problems that affect the setting, time or characters.

c. Resolution: thus part brings the series of events to a close and revolves

the main problem, challenge or situation.

3. The Context of Open House Strategy

Open house strategy is a strategy in reading English text that

enriches the reader automatically. Reluctant readers do not get by this skill

naturally, but they can be taught the skills by practicing. The “Open

House” reading strategy gives the students an opportunity to talk to each

other about segments of a short story, chapter, or poem and predict what

will happen next. They will make inferences and generalizations about the

characters, setting, mood/tone, plot/action, conflicts, and point of view by

discussing the segments. Before starting this activity, discuss the

characteristics of an open house, making sure the students understand that

people are supposed to mingle, talk, and share information.17

The processes of conducting implementing this strategy are as

follows:

a. The teacher hands out on the text story, and cut the text story into
segments, one segment for each class member. If you have a large
class, you may wish to have the class members’ work in pairs in order
to keep the segments from being too short.

b. After mixing the segments, the teacher distributes the individual
segments to the students.

c. The teacher gives the students a few minutes to read their segment
silently.

17David Baldacci.Op Cit. p.25
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d. The teacher distributes the “To Discover” sheets and explains all the
terms to students using examples from a previous class reading if
possible. Students always seem to understand new concepts more
easily when you provide examples that are familiar to them.

e. Next, the teacher tell to the students that they have 10 minutes to “meet
and greet” as many “guests” in the room as possible. The idea is to
create an open house atmosphere in which the students spend a minute
or two with other students and share the information from the chapter
as revealed in their given segment. Have the students record on their
sheets what they discover from others.

f. After the open house, the teacher ask the students to return to their
seats and take a few minutes to record additional questions,
predictions, inferences, and generalizations related to the chapter. Ask
for volunteers to share their discoveries, predictions, and questions.
Make sure to ask students what types of clues helped them draw their
conclusions. You may wish to compile and display the shared
information on a chart, on an overhead transparency, or on the board.

g. Now, the teacher hands out the books and ask the students to read the
text story.

h. After the students are finished, the teacher asks them to write down the
differences between their predicted information and the actual
information.

i. Follow up with a class discussion.18

4. The Purpose of using Open House Strategy

According to Frailey19, the purposes of Open House strategy are as

follows:

a. To set a purpose for reading

b. To make predictions about what might happen and stimulate interest in

the story

c. To access prior knowledge or personal experience that relates to a

story

d. To introduce students to elements of literature

18David Baldacci. Op Cit. p.25
19Frailey, M. 2009.Developmental Reading Resources Website.Tucson, AZ. Pima

Community College, Downtown Campus. Adapted from www.allameriareads. org/lessonplans/
wyw/before/openhouse.htm.p.1
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5. The Advantages of Open House

According to Frailey20, Open House strategy has some the

advantages:

a. Characters- Who are the characters in the story? How old might they
be? What doyou know about their personalities? What do they look
like? How do they behave? Who might be the hero in the book? The
villain? The victim? Why?

b. Point of View- Is the story told in first person or third person? Are
there flash backs?

c. Setting- Where and when does the story takes place? What information
helped youfigure that out? Can you provide a visual description of
what the setting looks like?

d. Mood/Tone- What kind of a tone do you notice? anger, excitement,
tension, humor, calmness, romance Does the book appear to be fast
paced or slow moving?

e. Plot/ActionWhat is going on so far?
f. Conflict (s)What is the issue or problem the characters are dealing

with?
g. I predict... What might happen and why do you feel this way? Explain.

B. The Relevant Research

According to Syafi’i, relevant research is required to observe some

previous researches conducted by other researchers in which they are relevant

to this research.21 Besides, we have to analyze what the point focused on

informing the design, finding and conclusion of the research.

1. A Research from Budi Darmawan

In his research entitled “The effect of using Jigsaw strategy

towards Reading Comprehension of the second year students at MTs

Perguruan Nurul Islam Sungai Segajah of Rokan Hilir Regency”, the

researcher focused on Narrative text. The data of this research were the

score of students’ post test. The researcher gave pre test to all of the

20Frailey, Op Cit.p.3
21 M. Syafi’I, S, From Paragraph to a research Report: A writing of English for

Academic Purposes. (Pekanbaru: LBSI, 2007).p.122
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population to determine two classes as the samples. After analyzing the

data, the researcher found there was significant effect of using Jigsaw

strategy toward students’ reading ability in narrative text at MTs

Perguruan Nurul Islam sungai Segajah of Rokan Hilir Regency. It can be

seen from the result of T-Test calculating is 4.47. It is bigger than standard

on the critic table o T- Test that is 2.68 in 1% or2.01 in 5%, it can be read

2.01 <4.47> 2.8. Regarding the result above, Ha is accepted and Ho is

rejected.22

2. A Research from Ahmad Syarif

In his research entitled “The effect of using story Impression

strategy toward reading comprehension of the second year students at

Islamic Junior High School Al- Kautsar Pekanbaru”, the researcher

focused on students’ reading comprehension taught by using story

impression strategy, and taught by using conventional strategy, and also

the significant effect of students’ reading comprehension taught by using

story impression strategy. The data were obtained from students’ post-test

scores of experimental and control classes. Based on data analysis and

research finding, finally the research about the effect of using story

impression strategy toward reading comprehension of the second year

students at Islamic Junior High School Al-Kautsar Pekanbaru comes to the

conclusion as follows:

a. Students’ reading comprehension of narrative text taught by using

Story Impression Strategy was categorized into good level.

22 Budi Darmawan. The effect of using Jigsaw Strategy toward Reading Comprehension
of the second year students at MTs PerguruanNurul Sungai Segajah of RokanHilir Regency.
(Pekanbaru: Unpublished.2013)



18

b. Students’ reading comprehension of narrative text taught by using

conventional strategy was categorized into enough level.

c. The use of Story Impression Strategy had given a good effect rather

than Conventional Strategy for students’ reading comprehension.23

C. The Operational Concept

The operational concept is the concept used to give explanation about

theoretical framework in order to avoid misunderstanding. It should be

interpreted into particular variables (variable X and variable Y).Variable X is

the effect of using Open House strategy as an independent variable that gives

the effect to students. Variable Y is reading comprehension as a dependent

variable that receives the effect of variable X.

1. The indicators of Open House strategy are as follows:

a. The teacher hands out on the text story, and cut the text story into

segments, one segment for each class member.

b. The teacher distributes the individual segments to the students.

c. The teacher gives the students a few minutes to read their segment

silently.

d. The teacher distributes the “To Discover” sheets, explains all the terms

to students using examples from a previous class reading if possible.

e. The teacher tells to the students that they have 10 minutes to “meet and

greet” as many “guests” in the room as possible.

23 Ahmad Syarif. The Effect of Using Story Impression Strategy toward Reading
Comprehension of the second year students at Islamic Junior High School Al-Kautsar Pekanbaru.
(Pekanbaru: Unpublished:2012)
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f. The teacher asks the students to return to their seats and take a few

minutes to record additional questions, predictions, inferences, and

generalizations related to the chapter.

g. The teacher hands out the books and asks the students to read the text

story.

h. The teacher asks them to write down the differences between their

predicted information and the actual information.

2. The indicators of students’ reading comprehension are as follows:

a. The Students are able to find out main idea of the text.

b. The Students are able to identify information of the text.

c. The students are able to make inference of the text.

d. The students are able to find out the meaning of vocabulary in the text.

e. The students are able to identify events in the text.

D. The Assumption and Hypothesis

1. The Assumption

Open house strategy is assumed to contribute to the significant

effect on students’ comprehension in reading text.

2. The Hypothesis

Ho : There is no significant difference of using Open House strategy on

students’ reading comprehension of the eighth grade students at

State Junior High School 2 Meral Karimun Regency

Ha : There is a significant difference of using Open House strategy on

students’ reading comprehension of the eighth grade students at

State Junior High School 2 Meral Karimun Regency.


