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CHAPTER II
REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE

A. Theoretical Framework

1. The Nature of Writing Ability

Writing is one of the important skills in learning and teaching

English. Academically, writing is main point for developing ideas, feeling

and the others by considering some important components and writing

process. According to Jhon, writing is an activity that is creative,

expressive, and empowering. When people engage in this activity, they

realize, this is completely hooked.1 It means that writing is a creative act of

expression, expressing the ideas, opinion, and feeling to give information

or to communicate.

Peter stated writing is a way to end up thinking something you

could not have started out thinking. 2In addition, Robert stated that writing

provides a relatively permanent record of information, opinions, beliefs,

feelings, arguments, explanations, theories, etc. Writing allows us to share

out communication not only with our contemporaries, but also with future

generations like a book history.3 It means that writing is important skill, it

is a way to express the ideas, to share out communication. It has been

taught since many years ago.

1John Klein. (2010), "Nine Principles for a Writing Principal," Language Arts Journal
of Michigan: Vol. 26: Iss. 1, Article 12, Michigan Council of Teachers of English. p. 28

2Peter Elbow. (1981), Writing Without Teacher, New York: Oxford University Press. p.
15

3Robert, Todd Carroll. (1990). Students Success Guide: Writing Skills. USA:
International Copyright Law. p. 1
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Writing is a complex process that involves thinking and composing

the consideration of audience and purpose, the use of standard written

forms, and the use of conventions of written language. So, writing is a skill

that needs a process to be done in order to get the product and should often

practice to be able to write.

Characteristically, the writing process approach recognizes that

there are many stages to writing and that these stages are fluid and

overlapping.4Writing needs a process that students should do. The process

is usually called as writing process. By doing the right stages carefully, the

students will produce a good result. According to English Department

Bernardsville Middle School, there are five stages in writing process:5

a. Planning (Prewriting)

This is the planning stage for a piece of writing and the first step in

writing.6 The students have to plan what they will write that can

make them easier in drafting. Having a planning is the important

one to do the activity because there is no planning, there is nothing

to do the next step. Students choose a topic and recognize a

purpose and audience. Students generate, select and organize ideas

and details to develop their topic. Students maintain a writer’s

notebook where they can express their ideas, write words they find

interesting and respond to what they have read or heard.

4Kamehameha Schools. (2007), The Writing Process: An overview of Research on
Teaching Writing as a Process, Hawai: The Research Evaluation Deparment of Kamehameha
Schools. P. 2

5English Department Bernardsville Middle School. (2001), Bernardsville Middle School
Literacy Handbook, New Jersey: Bernardsville. P. 1

6Ibid, p. 2
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b. Drafting

Drafting is the second step in the writing process. This step

involves the ideas from the planning stage into written sentences,

adding details, and elaborating. The primary focus in drafting is

merely to get ideas down on paper. Students should not worry

about mistakes in this step. Mistakes can be fixed later during

revision. In drafting, students have to use easy way that is the

students can use some questions that help them while they are

drafting.

c. Revising

In this step, the students “look again” at their writing. The students

may resist to make revisions, such as additions, deletions, or

movement of words, sentences or paragraph and modify the

content to clarify meaning and expand ideas.

d. Editing

Editing is the fourth step in the writing process. During this step,

writers proofread their drafts in preparation for producing a final

copy by:

1) Checking to make sure they have fulfilled the requirements of the

assignment. Remember to once again ask yourself questions about

TAP - task, audience, purpose of your piece
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2) Correcting mechanical errors such as grammar, spelling,

punctuation, capitalization, usage

3) Checking format and design

e. Publishing

This is the fifth step in the writing process. In this step, writers

share their final copies with an audience. This may be

accomplished in a number of different ways.

1) Having the final copy read silently by an individual and/or group

2) Having the final copy read orally to the teacher, classmate, other

selected person or group

3) Displaying the work on classroom bulletin boards, hall bulletin

boards, or in the office of administrators

4) Having the work published in school or town publications

5) Sending the work to other interested parties, companies, contests,

newspapers, or literary magazines

The purpose of teaching writing is to improve students’ writing

ability, to develop students as a successfull writers. Writing with ability is

needed to gain readers’ interest. Writing ability is the skill to express ideas,

thoughts, and feelings to other people in written symbols to make other

people or readers understand the ideas conveyed.

Writing ability refers to the quality of being able to produce

information, opinion, statement in written form. The ability to produce

writing with suitable content, organization, the correct grammar, word

choice,  spelling and punctuation is the most important role in writing.
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Therefore, writing ability includes make suitable content, organization of

the paragraph, language feature, vocabulary, spelling, grammar and

punctuation. All of that is needed when doing writing.

2. Writing Ability on Narrative Paragraph

There are several kinds of texts classified into several genres.

Narrative paragraph is one of narrative writing that tells a story.

7Narrative paragraph simply tells a story or relays a sequence of

events. Generally, these events are told in chronological order, that is

the order in which they happened. However, a narrative paragraph

most often tells a story in order to illustrate or demonstrate a point.

Because of this, developing a strong topic sentence is important.8

a. The Purpose of Narrative

The basic purpose of narrative is to entertain, to gain and

hold a readers' interest. However narratives can also be written to

teach or inform, to change attitudes / social opinions eg soap

operas and television dramas that are used to raise topical issues.

The purpose of narrative can be defined simply as to tell a story.

However, that does not convey the many purposes of stories and

the way that they work at different levels. The purpose of a

narrator is to make the listener or reader respond a particular

7Elizabeth Osborne. (2008), Writing Descriptive and Narrative Paragraphs, USA:
Presswick house Inc. p.4

8Week 14 Lesson: Narrative Paragraphs, Retrieved on 19-02-2013 from
http://www.barrettsbookshelf.com/files/week14.pdf
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way.9Narratives sequence people/characters in time and place but

differ from recounts in that through the sequencing, the stories set

up one or more problems, which must eventually find a way to be

resolved.

b. Types of Narrative

There are many types of narrative. They may include fairy

stories, mysteries, science fiction, romances, horror stories,

adventure stories, fables, myths and legends, historical narratives,

ballads, slice of life, personal experience.

c. The structure of Narrative

In narrative, the focus of the text is on a series of actions:

1) Orientation: (introduction) in which the characters, setting and time of

the story are established. Usually answers who? when? where? eg. Mr

Wolf went out hunting in the forest one dark gloomy night.

2) Complication or problem: The complication usually involves the main

character(s) (often mirroring the complications in real life).

3) Resolution: There needs to be a resolution of the complication. The

complication may be resolved for better or worse/happily or unhappily.

Sometimes there are a number of complications that have to be

resolved. These add and sustain interest and suspense for the reader.

9Progression in Narrative, Retrieved on 20-02-2013 from
http://www.fox.rbkc.sch.uk/fox/teaching-and-learning/curriculum-docs/handouts/Progression
Text-Types.pdf
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d. Language Features of Narrative

These will vary in different narrative genres, but can be

summarized  as:

1) Can be presented in oral or written form or with images and words

on screen

2) Told/ written in first or third person

3) Told/ written in past tense (and occasionally in the present)

4) Chronological

5) Connectives that signal time, e.g. early that morning, later on, once

3. Students’ Writing Ability on Narrative Paragraph

When students write something, he or she has purposes for

writing. The students may have motivation of which he or she is

unaware. To improve their writing ability especially in narrativre, the

students need to practice their skill in writing. Narrative is one of the

genres texts that taught in school. The practice can also be used in a

writing workshop structure, where the focus is on writing and perhaps

reading, rather than on a content area such as science or social studies.

The students must try many strategies that can help them in

writing and develop them as writers and learners in learning English.

Besides, the teacher should use appropriate srtategy and implement

activities to support the students in practice.
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In learning process, Syafi’i stated there are many aspects that

should be measured in writing, such as content, organization,

vocabulary, language use, and mechanics as follows:

a. Content, the sentences must appropriate with topic.

b. Organization, can arrange coherence orientation, complication and

resolution.

c. Vocabulary, can use appropriate words in writing.

d. Language Use, paragraph must grammatically; consist of tenses,

preposition.

e. Mechanics, make good paragraph by using correct punctuation,

spelling, capitalization.

Every aspect will be measured with the score as follows:

1= Incompetent

2= Competent enough

3= Competent

4= Very competent

Based on the explanation above, writing not only writes many

sentences but also uses the appropriate aspects considered in writing.

4. The Factors Influencing Students’ Writing Ability on Narrative

Paragraph

Many people have difficulties in learning writing. They feel

that writing is a difficult subject. Moreover, this leads them to have



16

low motivation to write, because they underestimate their self before

trying to write. Classge stated there are three factors that influence the

students writing ability that are IQ, learning environment, and

motivation.

The first thing that influences students’ writing is IQ.

Obviously, IQ is an important factor that influences the success of

writing. The people who have low IQ have higher difficulties than

people who have high IQ in writing.

Second, learning environment also has an important role in

success of writing. Actually, writing should have many practices.

Therefore, environment is an influence factor in achieving success in

writing. The last thing that is not less important to get success in

writing is motivation. Without having motivation, you can not be a

success writer although you have high IQ and supported environment.

Purwanto stated, there are two factors that influence in

learning process:10

a. Internal Factor

Which included psychological aspect such as

interest, motivation, attitude and talent.

10 Nangin Purwanto. (2004), Psikologi Pendidikan., Bandung: Rosda karya. P. 107
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b. External Factor

Which included environment factor (natural and

social factor), and instrumental factor ( curriculum,

teacher, facilities, management and administration).

Slicing the Pie refers to a strategy in which teacher and

students use graphic organizer called pie chart. to help. In other

word, Slicing the Pie strategy is used by teacher to help students

develop as writers especially in writing narrative paragraph. Based

on the explanation above, it can be concluded Slicing the Pie

strategy is one of the external factors influencing students’ writing

ability.

5. The Nature of Slicing the Pie Strategy

Mintzberg stated strategy as a plan, some sort of consciously

intended course of action, guideline to deal with situation.11It means

that a way how to get something or a means of getting from here to

there. Language learning strategies are any set of actions, plans,

tactics, thoughts or behaviors that the learners employ to facilitate the

comprehension, storage, retrieval, and use of information.12

11 Hendry Minzberg. (1972), “Research on Strategy-Making”, Proceedings after the
32nd Annual Meeting of the Academy of Management, Minneapolis: House Inc. p. 90

12 Hamideh Marefat. (2003) , The Impact of Teaching Direct Learning Strategies on the

Retention of Vocabulary by EFL Learners, Vol.3, No.2, p. 47
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Language learning strategies are divided into direct and

indirect strategies.13 Direct strategies are divided into three subclasses:

memory strategies (strategies to store and retrieve aspects of the target

language), cognitive strategies (strategies for using the language and

for understanding how it works), and compensation strategies

(strategies for using the language despite gaps in knowledge). Indirect

strategies include metacognitive strategies (strategies for planning,

organizing and evaluating learning), affective strategies (strategies for

approaching the task positively), and social strategies (strategies for

working with others to get input and practice).14

Charles stated “Slicing the pie” is a writing strategy in which

the teacher and students use a graphic organizer, called a pie chart, to

help the students define their own writing tasks and develop as writers

and learners in the process. 15It is suitable with memory strategy in

which learners associate new language information with familiar

concepts, already in memory, using mnemonic devices. Placing new

words into a meaningful written or spoken context, making outlines

13Oxford R. (1990), Language learning Strategies: What Every Teacher Should Know.
Boston: Heinle & Heinle

14 Marefat Hamideh, Op cit, 48
15Charles Whitaker. “Slicing the Pie” To Help Writers and Learners. Retrieved on

January 14-2013 from http://www.learner.org/workshops/writing35/pdf/s8_slicing_the_pie.pdf. p,
1
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and diagrams with key concepts.16It means that slicing the pie strategy

is one of the direct strategies (memory strategy).

In most cases, this activity will be used at a point in the unit

after which students have had a chance to study the subject matter for

a time. They will have had an opportunity to read, talk, share

experiences, and connect their learning to their lives. Students’

writing, thus, will emerge from and will support their learning, which

makes this practice especially useful to teachers who want to focus on

content-area learning, including learning in English/language arts.

The practice of this strategy is flexibility; it can be used in

many ways and with students at all levels. It’s a good strategy for

teachers who seek to link the different subjects they teach — for

example, helping students develop as writers and readers by focusing

on a science-related subject. Although the strategy can be used to help

students write in any genre personal narratives, memoirs, poems, short

stories, etc, the examples and discussion that follow concentrate on

informative or persuasive writing.17

JoAnn stated students start by choosing to write on a big topic:

“Summer,” “Friends,” “My Family.” Students may trying to write

about famous topics: “My Life,” “School,” or “My Hobbies.18 Naming

16Ignacio M. Palacios Martínez. (1995), A Study of the Learning Strategies Used by
Secondary School and University Students of English in Spain .Santiago: Revista Alicantina de
Estudios Inglese. p. 183.

17Ibid. p. 2
18JoAnn Portalupi, Ralph Fletcher. (2002), Read Share Teach facilitator’s Guide.

Stenhouse Publisher.  P. 4
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the pie with an open question is a good way to stimulate students’

thinking and engage them as writers. It also puts the student writers in

the role of inquirers and learners and provides a meaningful basis and

powerful motivation for writing.

The subject of the pie will vary, of course, from teacher to

teacher. The main point to remember is that the subject should be

broad enough to offer many different writing tasks, while still leading

students to make connections with their learning and experiences.

Once the subject matter of the pie has been determined,

students are invited to discuss it among themselves. The teacher and

students then collaborate in “slicing the pie.” This means, of course,

that lines are drawn through the circle, creating pie-shaped wedges

that represent topics within the main subject of the pie that students

could focus on in their writing.

6. Using Slicing the Pie strategy toward Writing Ability on Narrative

Paragraph

Slicing the Pie is a writing strategy in which the teacher and

students use a graphic organizer, called a pie chart, to help the students

define their own writing tasks and develop as writers and learners in

the process.

A pie chart is used to organize information. It consists of a

circle divided into sections like slices of a pie. The circle represents the

broad subject matter, while the sections represent categories or
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individual topics within the subject. The subject matter may be

determined by the teacher or the students. Either way, the pie chart

helps students make decisions about a specific writing task and guides

them in developing as writers. The pie chart can be printed on a

handout, entered in a writer’s notebook, drawn on the board.

Writing ability is the skill to express ideas, thoughts, and

feelings to other people in written symbols to make other people or

readers understand the ideas conveyed. In other words writing ability

is the quality of being able to write something, especially in narrative

pargraph. So, this strategy appropriate to help students’ writing ability

on narrative paragraph.

According to Charles, There are some benefits from Slicing the

Pie Strategy. First, the practice of slicing the pie is flexible. It can be

used in many ways and with all level students. Second, helping young

writers recognize what they should write. Finally, helping students

make decisions about a specific writing task and guiding them in

developing as writers.

The procedures for teaching Slicing the Pie strategy as

follows:19

a. The teacher asks the students to draw a large circle on the chart

paper.

b. The teacher explains to the students about materials.

19Patricia L. Ball. (1999), Elementary Grades: Narrative Writing Guide. Milwaukee:
Public Schools. P. 55
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c. The teacher introduces the activity to students.

d. The teacher explains that students must choose a big topic.

e. The teacher instructs the students to fill in each “slice” of the “pie”

with ideas about the broader topic

f. The teacher tells that students should choose a slice of the pie to

describe further.

g. The teacher instructs the students to keep their pie chart in their

writing folders when they are writing.

B. The Relevant Research

Stephanie A. Miller, in her project Using Graphic Organizers to Increase

Writing Performance. A Master’s Project Submitted in Partial Fulfillment of the

Requirements for the Degree of Master of Science in Education Department of

Language, Learning and Leadership At the State University of New York at

Fredonia, New York. She concluded that using graphic organizer can increase

writing performance. Graphic organizers, which are visual representations of

ideas, help children organize theirthoughts and apply thinking skills to the content

in a more organized and orderly way.20

Syaza Hazwani Zaini, Siti Zalina Mokhtar & Mokhtar Nawawi, in their

journal, focused on The Effect of Graphic Organizer on Students’ Learning in

School, they concluded that there were a few effects of GOs in learning. The use

of GOs (Graphic Organizer) can improve students’ comprehension through the

present of significant concept and attendant relationship between material

20Stephanie A. Miller. (2011), Using Graphic Organizers to Increase Writing
Performance, New York: Department of Language, Learning and Leadership At the State
University of New York at Fredonia
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Malaysian Journal of Educational Technology to be learned and the learner’s

cognitive structure.21

C. The Operational Concept

Operational concept is the concept that will be used to give limitation to

the theoretical framework in order to avoid misunderstanding and

misinterpretation in this research. In carrying out this research, it is necessary to

clarify briefly the variable that will be used in analyzing data. In this research,

there are two variables, they are (1) using slicing the pie strategy as X variable

and (2) students’ writing ability as Y variable. Because the type of this research is

experimental research, the writer states to use two classes observed as

experimental class and control class. The data will be taken by using test.

The indicators of using slicing the pie strategy (X) are22:

1. The teacher asks the students to draw a large circle on the chart paper.

2. The teacher explains to the students abou materials.

3. The teacher introduces the activity to students.

4. The teacher explains that students must choose a big topic.

5. The teacher instructs the students to fill in each “slice” of the “pie”

with ideas about the broader topic

21Syaza Hazwani Zaini, Siti Zalina Mokhtar & Mokhtar Nawawi. (2010), Malaysian
Journal of Educational Technology, Faculty of Educational Studies, Serdang, Malaysia:
University Putra Malaysia, Volume 10, Number 1.

22PatriciaL. Ball. (1999), Elementary Grades: Narrative Writing Guide, Milwaukee:
Public Schools. P.55
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6. The teacher tells that students should choose a slice of the pie to

describe further.

7. The teacher instructs the students to keep their pie chart in their writing

folders when they are writing.

The indicators of student’s writing ability (Y) are:

1. The students are able to make the appropriate sentences with topic.

2. The students are able to give clear ideas, well-organize, and can

arrange coherence orientation, complication, and resolution.

3. The students are able to use the appropriate words in writing

4. The students are able to make good paragraph grammatically; consist

of tenses, preposition.

5. The students are able to make good paragraph by using correct

punctuation, spelling, capitalization.

D. The Assumption and Hypothesis

1. Assumption

a. Students’ writing ability on narrative paragraph who are taught by

using Slicing the Pie strategy is various.

b. Students’ writing ability on narrative paragraph who are taught without

using Slicing the Pie strategy is various.

c. The better using Slicing the Pie strategy, the higher writing ability on

narrative paragraphs will be.
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2. Hypothesis

Ha : There is significant effect of using slicing the pie strategy toward

writing ability on narrative paragraph of the second grade students

at SMAN 1 Kampar.

Ho : There is no significant effect of using Slicing the Pie strategy

toward writing ability on narrative paragraph of the second grade

students at SMAN 1 Kampar.


