
CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

A. Background of the Problem

Language is one of the most important communication tool in our life.

Many people considered that communication is the primary function of the

language. There are four skills of language,  one of them is speaking. Speaking is

one of the aspects that must be mastered in learning language because students’

success in learning language can be seen from how far they can speak and

communicate by using  language fluently. Many language learners consider that

speaking is a measure of mastering a language.1Speaking is an interactive process

of constructing meaning that involves producing receiving and processing

information. Speaking can also be used in formal and nonformal situation.

Speaking is also used to express an opinion, to describe something, to complain

about something, to persuade someone, or to make polite request.2

In teaching speaking, teacher needs to consider the communicative

Competences as the emphasis of Communicative Language Teaching (CLT)

which involves to grammatical competence, Socioliguistic competence, Discourse

competence and Strategic competence. Grammatical competence is the ability of

the students to use and understand English structure accurately. Sociolinguistic

competence is the ability of the students to choose the appropriate comments,

1 Kalayo Hasibuan and Muhammad Fauzan Ansyari, Teaching English as a Foreign
Language (TEFL), (Pekanbaru: Alaf Riau Graha UNRI Press, 2007) p.101

2 Jack .C. Richard and Willy A. Renandya, Methodology  in Language Teaching: an
Anthology of Current Practice (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2002) p.203



questions and response. Discourse competence is the ability of the students to

catch the meaning of utterances. And strategic competence is the ability of the

students to overcome every problem when they are interacting each other.

Based on the school-based curriculum (KTSP) used by MA AL-Ihsan

Buluh Rampai, English subject is taught integratedly. There are two  competences

that should be achieved by the students, both competences are standard

competence and basic competence. Standard competence is the students are able

to express meaning from transactional and interpersonal conversation in the

context of daily life. Basic competence is the students are able to express the

meaning from transactional and interpersonal conversation accurately, fluently

and acceptably by using various simple oral language in daily life context.

MA AL-IHSAN  is one of the schools that follows the rule of school based

Curriculum (KTSP). In the school  English is taught 2 times a week within 45

minutes. Then, MA Al-Ihsan Buluh Rampai provides the students to learn English

subjects  two meetings a week with 90 minutes for each meeting with Passed

Score (KKM) 75. Actually, this school also provides good system in language

learning to increase the students’ ability in English, but the students’ English

language ability has not shown good progress in accordance with the curriculum,

it is happened because the teacher still used traditional technique to teach the

students, so that the students are lack of improving themselves to be active in

English subject. However, based on the writer observation, students’ speaking

ability is far from expectation. The students still faced difficilties in speaking

English. The problem in speaking can be clarified into some symptoms, they are:



1. Some of the students cannot pronounce some words correctly.

2. Some of the students cannot use correct grammar.

3. Some of the students have  lack of vocabularies.

4. Some of the students are cannot express the meaning of transactional

and interpersonal conversation to interact with   the environment.

5. Some of the students are not able to share their own ideas.

6. Some of  the students are  not able to speak English directly.

The symptoms above appear because of some factors, they are:

1. The students seldom listen to native speaker .

2. The students are less of grammar mastery.

3. The students seldom check dictionary.

4. The students seldom make self correction and peer correction of their

mistakes.

5. The students seldom have personal or group presentation in front of

the class.

Therefore, to solve this problem needs a suitable technique, the writer used

Picture Strip Story Technique. This technique helps students in speaking. The

students can predict some picture and discuss with group to solve the pictures

story which enables them to practice in negotiating meaning.3 In this activity, one

students in a small group is given a strip story. She shows the first picture of the

story to the other members of his/her group and asks them to predict what the

second pictures look like. Finally, the writer is interested in conducting the

3 Diane Larsen Freeman, Techniques and Principles in Language Teaching (Oxford:
Oxford University Press, 2000), p. 134



research entitled The Effect Of Using Picture Strip Story Technique toward

Speaking Ability Of The Second Grade Students  At Ma Al-Ihsan Buluh

Rampai.

B. Definition of Term

This research entitles ”The Effect of Using Picture Strip Story

Technique toward Speaking Ability of Second Grade Students at MA AL-

Ihsan Buluh Rampai”. To avoid misunderstanding and misinterpretation

about some terms used in this research, the writer defines them as follows:

1. Effect

Effect is change that something or somebody causes in something or

somebody else, or result.4 The writer concludes that the effect can be said

as the influence that is appeared by something towards  something else.

2. Picture Strip Story

Many Activities can be done with Picture Strip Story.5 Picture Strip Story

Technique is a problem solving activity that involves students to decide

the original sequence and reconstruct the story.6 The writer concludes that

Picture Strip story can be used in Communicative Language Teaching

(CLT) in discussion activity to build students’ creativity with their own

ideas.

4A S. Hornby, Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary of Current English, Sixth Edition
(New York: Oxford University Press,2003). P. 422

5 Robert Lado, Language Testing:The Construction and Use of Foreign Test (London:
Longman, Green and Co Ltd, 1961).p. 240

6 William Littlewood, Communicative Language Teaching(Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press 1981) p. 33



3. Speaking Ability

According to Longman, Speaking is defined as being able to talk in a

particular language.7 Furthermore, Bygate as quoted by David Nunan

defines that speaking is oral interaction in which  the participants need to

negotiate the meaning contained in ideas,feelings,and manage in terms of

who say what, to whom, and about what.8

C. The Problem

1. The Identification of the Problem

Based on the background of the problem and phenomena that

writer shows above, some of the students at MA AL-Ihsan Buluh Rampai

encounter problem in English Subject especially in Speaking. Thus, the

problems in this research are identified as follows:

a. Some of the students are not able to pronounce some words correctly.

b. Some of the students are not able to use correct grammar.

c. Some of the students have lack of vocabularies.

d. Some of the students are not able to express the meaning of

transactional and interpersonal conversation to interact within   the

environment.

e. Some of the students are not able to share their own ideas.

f. Some of  the students are not able to speak English directly.

g. Some of the teachers are still use monothonous technique.

7 Longman, Longman Active Study Dictionary (London: Pearson Education, 1998)p.497
8 David Nunan, Language Teaching  Methodology: A Text Book for Teachers (New

York: Prentice Hall, 1991)p.40



2. The Limitation of the Problem

Based on the identification of the problem above, the problem in

this research is only focused on the useof Picture Strip Story Technique

toward Speaking Ability of the second grade students at MA AL-Ihsan

Buluh Rampai.

3. The Formulation of the Problem

Based on the limitation of problems, thus the problems of this

research are formulated in the following research questions:

1. How is students’ speaking ability taught without using Picture

Strip Story technique of the second grade at MA Al-Ihsan Buluh

Rampai?

2. How is students’ speaking ability taught by  using Picture Strip

Story technique of the second grade at MA-Al-Ihsan Buluh

Rampai?

3. Is there any significant effect of students’ speaking ability taught

by using Picture Strip Story of the second grade at MA Al-Ihsan

Buluh Rampai?



D. The Objectives and the Significance of the Research

1. The Objectives of the Research

There are three objectives in this research. They are:

a. To find out students’ Speaking ability taught withoutusing Picture

Strip Story Technique.

b. To find out students’ Speaking ability taught by using Picture

Strip Story Technique.

c. To find out if there is any significant effect of using Picture Strip

Story Technique toward speaking ability of the second grade

students at MA AL-Ihsan Buluh Rampai.

2. The Significance of the Research

Related to the objectives of the research above, the significance of

the research are as follows:

a. To give information to the students about Picture Strip Story

technique.

b. To improve students’ Speaking ability by using Picture Strip

Story technique.

c. To improve students’ creativity through Picture Strip Story

technique.


