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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

A. Background of the Research

Nowadays, English becomes a language that is expected to be mastered

by students for the sake of their success. Even though English is not a

language that has many native speakers, it has become a lingua franca in

many countries. Lingua franca can be defined as a language adopted for

communication between two speakers who have different first language or

between two speakers who use English as their second language.1 English as a

subject is one of the important subjects to learn, since English is a global

language. The role of English as a global language gives many reasons for

learners to learn it well. Mastering English helps students to get more

knowledge. In line with this statement, Crystal argued that English is a

medium of the world’s knowledge, especially, in term of science and

technology.2

The role of English in Indonesia is as a foreign language that is included

in national curriculum as a subject that must be learnt by students since they

were in elementary school until they were in Senior High School. English as a

foreign language means that this language is not being used in a country as

1 Jeremy Harmer, The Practice of English Language Teaching, (London: Longman, 2001),
p. 1

2 David Crystal, English as a Global Language Second Edition, (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2003), p. 110
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daily or formal languages. In relation to this idea, Richards and Schmidt

stated:

“Foreign language is a language which is not the NATIVE
LANGUAGE of large numbers of people in a particular country or
region, is not used as a medium of instruction in schools, and is not
widely used as a medium of communication in government, media, etc.
Foreign languages are typically taught as school subjects for the
purpose of communicating with foreigners or for reading printed
materials in the language.”3

State Junior High School 4 Kampar is one of formal schools in Kampar

Regency that conducts teaching learning process of English. The second year

students of this school learn English as an obligatory subject which is taught

twice a week, 80 minutes in one meeting. Based on Based-School Curriculum

that is used by this school, the purposes of learning English are:

1. Developing both oral and written communication competences in

achieve functional literacy.

2. Being aware about the importance of English enhances the ability of

global competence.

3. Developing students’ understandings about the correlation between

language and culture.4

3 Jack C. Richard and Richard Schmidt, Longman Dictionary of Language Teaching and
Applied Linguistics, Third Edition, (London: Pearson Education Limited, 2002), p. 206

4 BSNP, Standar Isi Untuk Satuan Pendidikan Dasar dan Menengah (KTSP), 2006,
Unpublished.
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In teaching learning process of educational system, the four language

skills (speaking, listening, reading and writing) are taught to the students.

Based on the writer’s preliminary research, it was known that teacher of

English at State Junior High School 4 Kampar mostly used three phases

technique to teach the students. The students’ mastering of these four skills

were identified by their achievement in English subject. English achievement

is the result achieved by them from learning English. According to

Khodadady and Mirjalili, students’ English achievement can be measured by

assessing their abilities of listening, speaking, reading, and writing at various

proficiency levels.5

According to Leaver, et.al. in Acheiving Success in Second Language

Acquisition, there are some affective variables in learning that will influence

the students’ achievement in learned language. The variables are anxiety,

motivation, self-efficacy, personality, ego boundaries and defense

mechanisms.6 In this case, the writer only discussed about one variable, that is

personality. Mayer in Fatemi and Asghari argued that personality is an

organized system within the individual, which is developing. This system

5 Ebrahim Khodadady and Parisa Mirjalili, Foreign Language Achievement and Its Relation
to Teacher Effectivenes and Personality, Journal of Studies in Social Sciences, (-: Infinity Press, 2013),
p. 192

6 Betty Lu Leaver, et.al., Achieving Success in Second Language Acquisition, (Cambridge :
Cambridge University Press, 2005), p. 92
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represents the collective action of individual’s cognitive, emotional,

motivational, social planning, and some other psychological subsystems.7

According to Matsumoto in the Cambridge dictionary of psychology,

personality is a set of constructs which attempts to understand the individual

as a unit including shared traits, behavior patterns, values, interests, plans and

motives, self-understanding and worldview, abilities, and emotional patterns

that determine characteristic behavior and thought.8 In short, personality is the

way one behave in any situation. Some people with same personality usually

act in the same way to face their life. In line with this statement, Abbott stated

that personality is the behavior a person exhibit at any given time in their

lives.9 It means that the personality role is to predict people’s action in every

situation faced by them.

As a system within one’s self, personality changes by time. One’s

personality when they were children will be different from their personality in

adulthood. This change happens in their adolescent stages. In this stage, they

try to find out their real identities, which they really are, and concern in

keeping their images in front of someone else. Regarding with this idea,

Simanowitz and pearce named the personality development in adolescent

7 Azar Hosseini Fatemi & Arezzo Asghari, Attribution Theory, Personality Traits, Gender
Differences among EFL Learners, International Journal of Education 4(2), (-: Macrothink Institute,
2012), p. 185

8 David Matsumoto, The Cambridge Dictionary of Psychology, (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 2009), p. 375

9 Tina Abbott, Social and Personality Development, (New York: Taylor and Francis Group,
2001), p. 6
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stage (12-18 years) as identity vs. identity diffusion. They pointed out that in

this stage, people become obsessively concerned about how they appear to

their peers, wanting to present the right image, but feeling that they are really

someone different inside. They also wonder how to integrate earlier roles into

their new sense of identity.10

There are several factors that have an important role in personality

development. Pervin and John in Mastuti argued that genetics and

environments are the main factors of personality development. Genetics factor

has an important role in determining one’s personality, especially in term of

individual’s uniqueness. Environment factors in personality development are

culture, family, social class, peers, and situation. 11 It means that one’s

personality changes based on where and how they live, whom they interact

with and what situation they have passed. In other word, one’s personality can

be formed by giving them a right situation to live in.

Personality has several types like extroversion, agreeableness,

conscientiousness, neuroticism and openness, known as Big Five Personality.

Mynatt & Doherty in Fatemi and Asghari pointed out that this model (Big

Five Personality) demonstrates five global factors each of which consist of

more specific traits, and makes it easier to understand and predict individual’s

10 Valerie Simanowitz and Peter Pearce, Personality Development, (Maidenhead: Open
University Press, 2003), p. 38

11 Endah Mastuti, Analisis Faktor Alat Ukur Kepribadian Big Five (Adaptasi dari IPIP) Pada
Mahasiswa Suku Jawa, Jurnal Insan 7(3), (Surabaya: Fakultas Psikologi Universitas Airlangga, 2005),
p. 266
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behavior.12 In this case, the writer only discussed about one of them is that

conscientiousness personality. Person with conscientiousness personality is

the one who has a good self-discipline and do their best in doing tasks

assigned to them. According to Vogt and Laher, conscientiousness personality

described as the degree to which a person is persevering, responsible and

organized as opposed to lazy, irresponsible, and impulsive.13

Conscientiousness personality has six components that differentiate this

type of personality to others. The components are competence, order,

dutifulness, achievement striving, self-discipline, and deliberation. 14 Many

studies found out that this personality has a positive correlation with the

students’ English achievements. One of the studies was a recent study by

Reza Zahibi which indicated significant correlation between learners’

achievement and conscientiousness.15

There are several types of measurement that can be used to measure the

existence of big five personality (openness, conscientiousness, extroversion,

agreeableness, neuroticism), like Eysenck Personality Inventory (EPI), NEO-

Personality Inventory (NEO-PI), NEO-Five Factor Inventory (NEO-FFI), and

12 Ibid, p. 6
13 Liesl Vogt and Sumaya Laher, The Five Factor Model of Personality and

Individualism/Collectivism in South Africa: An Exploratory Study, PINS 37, (Witwatersrand:
University of Wiwatersrand, 2009), p. 40

14 Azar Hosseini Fatemi & Arezoo Asghari, Op. Cit., p. 186
15 Reza Zabihi, Personality in English Language Proficiency and Achievement, Continental J.

Education Research 4(1), (Nigeria: Wilolud Journals, 2011), p. 4
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Big Five Inventory. 16 In this research, the writer used one of these

measurement tests, that is Big Five Inventory (BFI). Big Five Inventory was

chosen because the sentences of its items provide more contexts but less

complexity than the sentences format used by other questionnaire. Besides, it

takes only several minutes to be finished.17

Each items of BFI are short, easy to understand and assess personality

central to each of the Big Five domains. Moreover, Big Five Inventory can be

used in order to measure the personality trait of people from late childhood to

adult. In line with this statement, Soto, et.al argued that Big Five Inventory is

appropriate to measure the personality of person in age 11 or older than that.

This questionnaire cannot be used to the participant below age 11 because it is

too difficult for them to understand.18

Based on the writer’s preliminary study in Junior High School 4 Kampar,

each student has his own personality type. It can be seen through their

behavior like their tidiness, responsibility, self discipline, etc. Besides, the

writer also found some unique phenomena, they are:

16 Oliver P. John, et. al., Paradigm Shift to the Integrative Big Five Trait Taxonomy; History,
Measurement, and Conceptual Issues, Handbook of Personality; Theory and Research Third Edition,
Eds. Oliver P. John, (New York and London: The Guilford Press, 2008), p. 117-130

17 Ibid, p. 131
18 Christopher J. Soto, et.al., The Development Psychometrics of Big Five Self-Reports:

Acquiescence, Factor Structure, Coherence, and Differentiation From Ages 10 to 20, Journal of
Personality and Social Psychology 95(4), (Washington. DC: American Psychological Association,
2008), p. 721
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1. Some of students had a good responsibility but they had low

achievements.

2. Some of students did not have a good responsibility but they had

high achievements.

3. Some of students were discipline but they had low achievement.

4. Some of students were not discipline but they had high achievement.

Based on the phenomena above and considering the influence of

conscientiousness personality toward the students’ achievements, the writer is

interested in carrying out a research entitled: The Correlation between

Students’ Conscientiousness Personality and Their English Achievement at

State Junior High School 4 Kampar.

B. Definition of the Key Terms

To avoid misunderstanding toward the terms used in this research, the

following terms are necessarily defined as follows:

1. Correlation

According to Creswell, correlation is a statistical test to determine

the tendency or pattern for two (or more) variables or set of data to vary

consistently.19 However, in this research, correlation is a research design

used by the writer to find out the relationship between students’

19 John W. Creswell, Educational Research; Planning, Conducting, ad Evaluating
Quantitative and Qualitative Research, (New Jersey: Pearson Educational International, 2008), p. 356
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conscientiousness personality and their English achievement at State

Junior High School 4 Kampar.

2. Conscientiousness Personality

According to Costa, et.al. in DeYoung, et.al., conscientiousness

described as having both proactive and inhibitive aspects. The proactive

aspect including such traits as ‘need for achievement and commitment to

works’, and the inhibitive aspect including such traits as ‘moral

scrupulousness and cautiousness’ 20 In this research, it refers to

conscientiousness personality of students at State Junior High School 4

Kampar.

3. English Achievement

According to Cizek, achievement is knowledge gained or skill

developed in the school subjects, usually designated by test scores or by

marks assigned by teachers, or by both.21 In other words, achievement is a

measurement for the students’ success in mastering the material in every

subject. In this research, achievement refers to the English mastery of

students at State Junior High School 4 Kampar.

20 Colin G. Deyoung, et.al., Between Facets and Domains: 10 Aspects of the Big Five,
Journal of Personality and Social Psychology 93(5), (Washington. DC: American Psychological
Association, 2007), p. 881

21 Greogory J. Cizek, Learning, Achievement, and Assessment: Construct at a Crossroads,
Handbook of Classroom Assessment Learning, Achievement, and Adjustment, Ed. Gary D. Phye, (San
Diego: Academic Press, 1993), p. 4
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C. Problem of the Research

1. Identification of Problem

Based on the background of the problems, it was clear that students

at State Junior High School 4 Kampar had some different behaviors and

achievement one to another. To make it clearer, the identification of

problems in this research were identified as follows:

a. How is students’ responsibility in learning English?

b. How is students’ self-discipline inside and outside the

classroom?

c. How is students’ personal organization?

d. How is the students’ conscientiousness personality?

e. How is students’ achievement in English?

2. Limitation of Problem

Considering that the writer is not qualified enough to observe all of

the problem above for all the students’ in that school, the writer focused

on the correlation between conscientiousness personality and English

achievement of the second year students at State Junior High School 4

Kampar.
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3. Formulation of Problem

a. How is the conscientiousness personality of the second year students

at State Junior High School 4 Kampar?

b. How is the English achievement of the second year students at State

Junior High School 4 Kampar?

c. Is there any significant correlation between the students’

conscientiousness personality and their English achievement at State

Junior High School 4 Kampar?

D. The Objective and the Significance of the Research

1. The Objective of the Research

a. To find out the existences of conscientiousness personality of the

second year students at State Junior High School 4 Kampar.

b. To find out the variety of students’ English achievement of the second

year students at State Junior High School 4 Kampar.

c. To find out whether there is any significant correlation between the

students’ conscientiousness personality and their English achievement

at State Junior High School 4 Kampar or not.
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2. The Significance of the Research

a. These research findings are hopefully contributing the writer as a

novice researcher in term of learning how to conduct a research.

b. These research findings are also expected to be meaningful for

everyone who concerned with the relationship between personality and

academic (English) achievement.

c. These research findings are expected to provide information for both

teachers and students in understanding how the personality can affect

academic (English) achievement.

E. Reason for Choosing Title

There are some reasons why the writer was interested in carrying out

this research. The reasons are:

1. The title of the research is relevant with the writer status as a student

of English Education Department.

2. The title of the research has not yet investigated by other previous

researchers.

3. The location of this research facilitates the writer in conducting the

research.


