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ABSTRACT 

 

Gusnina fitri, (2019):  An Analysis of Students’ Errors in Using Past Tense 
in Writing  Recount Texts at the Tenth Grade 
Students of SMK Kesehatan Pro-Skill Indonesia. 

 

 

The purpose of this research to analyze the tenth grade students’ error in using 
simple past tense in writing recount text at SMK Kesehatan Pro-Skill Indonesia. 
This study was a descriptive research. The subject of this research was the tenth 
grade students of SMK Kesehatan Pro-Skill Indonesia while the object of this 
research was students’ error in using simple past tense in writing recount text. The 
researcher used total sampling technique to take the sample, there were 62 
students as sample from 62 students. To collect the data, the researcher used 
document. The document was conducted to know what types of errors were made 
by the students when they use simple past tense in writing recount text. The result 
of the error analysis process showed that students committed error into four types: 
omisson, addition, missformation, and misordering. From the calculation of the 
data, error of misformation the most frequent errors that done  by the tenth grade 
students of SMK Kesehatan Pro-Skill Indonesia with the percentage 53.1%. 
Moreover, it is followed by error of omission with percentage 26.9%, errors of 
misordering with percentage 15.1%, and error of addition by percentage 4.8%. 
These errors are caused by the learner overgenerates the rules in wrong concept. 

 

Keywords: Analysis, Error, Writing, Recount Text. 
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ABSTRAK 

 

 

Gusnina Fitri, (2019): Analisa Kesalahan Siswa dalam Menggunakan Past 
Tense dalam Menulis Teks Recount pada Siswa Kelas 
Sepuluh di SMK Kesehatan Pro-Skill   Indonesia. 

 

 

Tujuan penelitian ini adalah untuk menganalisa kesalahan siswa kelas 
sepuluh dalam menggunakan past tense dalam menuliskan recount text pada SMK 
Kesehatan Pro-Skill Indonesia. Jenis penelitian ini adalah desriptif. Subjek dari 
penelitian ini adalah kelas sepuluh SMK Kesehatan Pro-Skill Indonesia, 
sedangkan objek penelitian ini adalah kesalahan murid dalam menuliskan past 
tense dalam menuliskan teks recount. Peneliti menggunakan teknik total sampling 
untuk mengambil sampel. Ada 62 siswa sebagai sampel dari 62 siswa. Untuk 
mengumpulkan data, peneliti menggunakan dokumen. Dokumen digunakan untuk 
mengetahui apa jenis kesalahan yang diakukan oleh siswa ketika menggunakan 
past tense dalam menuliskan teks recount. Hasil dari proses analisa kesalahan 
menunjukkan bahwa siswa melakukan kesalahan dalam empat jenis: omission, 
addition, misformation, dan misordering. Hasil dari perhitungan data error of 
misformation adalah kesalahan yang paling sering dilakukan oleh siswa kelas 
sepuluh SMK Kesehatan Pro-Skill Indonesia dengan persentasi 53.1% selain itu 
diikuti oleh error of omission dengan persentasi 26.9%, error of misordering 
dengan persentasi 15.1% dan error of addition dengan persentasi 4.8%.   

 

Kata kunci: Analisis, Kesalahan, Menulis, Teks Recount  
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of The Problem 

Writing is one way to communicate with other people besides 

speaking, reading and listening. It is one of the important skills in English. In 

English language teaching, a student are expected to produce a good writing. 

But, Some of the students get difficulties to write sentences grammatically. 

According to Phuket (2015), the student of English as a foreign language 

(EFL) is very difficult in mastering writing skill. 

The skill of writing is taught by using genre based approach. Students 

are introduced some genres and taught through the model of reading texts 

which they taught about the social function, the generic structures, and the 

language features of the genres. There are many kinds of genres. One of them 

is recount text. According to Anderson(1997), a recount text is a piece of text 

that retells past events, usually in order to occured. Its purpose is to provide 

the audience with a descriptive occured and when it’s occured. 

In writing Recount text, students must be able to master grammar. 

Grammar is one of the English components of language which must be 

learned by students. It is in line with Cowan (2008) said that grammar is the 

set of rules how words and groups of words can be arranged to be a good 

sentences in a particular language. In addition Emilia (2014), grammar is the 

system of pattern that a writer use to select and combine the words. 
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By mastering grammar, students can build up sentences, can express 

their ideas for communication and can help students to comprehend what other 

people say or write. Grammar is one of difficult materials when students in 

studying English. According to Afifuddin (2016), as a matter of fact, in most 

cases always found the error in students’ writing are grammatical errors. 

According to Novita (2014), the error is done by the students at the level of 

grammar, lexical, orthography, pronunciation, and discourse. From the 

linguistic levels, grammar often causes difficulty for the students in studying 

English, especially in writing.  

In writing skill, the grammar is really needed to be learned, because 

the mistakes made in writing seem so clear when someone writes it and will 

be read by the reader. Having knowledge of grammar will help people to 

comprehend what other people say or write. On the other hand, it is difficult 

for Indonesian students to use correct structure in English. One of the 

grammar aspects is tense. According to Ratnah (2013), in making a sentence 

in English both of written or spoken, tense is very important role. In English, 

each sentence always contains a tense. There are many kinds of tenses such as 

simple present tense, simple past tense, present perfect tense, present 

progressive tense, etc. in writing recount text there are some tenses that needs 

to be used such as simple past tense, past continuous tense, past perfect tense.   

SMK Kesehatan Pro-Skill Indonesia is one of the vacation School in 

Pekanbaru. The school is located on Cipta Karya Panam. Based on curriculum 

13 (K13) that used at the tenth grade of SMK Kesehatan Pro-Skill Indonesia, 

students are expected to applying and understand the generic structure of 
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recount text both in oral and written form about retells events or experiences 

in the past. The components of generic structure consist of three. There are 

orientation (provides the setting and introductory paragraph that tells who, 

what, where, why and when), sequence of events (tell what happened, in what 

sequence), reorientation (a conclusion). 

Furthermore, based on the National  Curriculum of SMK Kesehatan 

Pro-Skill Indonesia, one of basic competences which must be mastered by the 

students is catching the meaning contextually related to the social function, 

generic structure, and language features of simple written and spoken recount 

text concerned with historical events. The score cumulative minimum standard 

(KKM) that has to be achieved by students for writing recount text is 70. 

              When the writer did the preliminary research at SMK Kesehatan Pro-

Skill Indonesia on 18 July until 18 September 2018, the writer found the 

research problem based on the interview with Mr. Hadi Junaidi. He is an 

English teacher of SMK Kesehatan Pro-Skill Indonesia. He said that students’ 

ability in writing was still under passing grade (KKM). The KKM has not yet 

achieved in which the students have not yet been able to get enough skill to 

produce paragraph telling who, what, where, why and when; they have not 

yet been able to produce the good sequence event; they have not yet been able 

to produce the good conclusion and they have not yet been able to use tenses 

in writing recount text. 

The main problem faced by students in writing activity is grammatical rules. 

in writing recount text the students have not yet been able to identify the 

generic structure. Most of the students could not produce correct verbs of past 
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tense and some other grammatical rules when the teacher asked them to write 

their personal experience for a recount text. It is still difficult for most of 

students to differentiate regular and irregular verbs. The students have not yet 

been able to identify the language features in writing recount text. And most 

of them have lack of vocabulary. 

The writer thought that the students’ mistakes are caused by some 

factors; first they translated their ideas in Indonesian sentences word by word 

into English sentences and it often made their sentences read unusual and 

wrong in english way. this is because english and indonesian language are 

different culture.The other factor is the students’ knowledge. Probably they 

didn’t know the correct changing form of verb tense they wrote in their writing 

and they are confuse to put to be in the non-verbal or verbal sentence they 

wrote. It could be caused by the interference of the students’ first language or 

their deficiency competence that reflected on how much the students had learn 

the grammatical rules of the target language. 

The explanation above stimulates the writer to conducted research in 

analyzing students’ grammatical error in their writing and finding out the 

types of errors. Therefore, the writer entitled the research“An Analysis of 

Students’ Error in Using Past Tense in Writing Recount Texts at the Tenth 

Grade Students of SMK Kesehatan Pro-Skill Indonesia”. 

 
B. Problem 

1. Identification of the problem 

a. Why are some of the students not able to produce/introduce paragraph 

telling who, what, where, why and when in writing recount text ? 
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b. Why are some of the students not able to sequence of events in writing 

recount text ? 

c. Why are some of the students not able to produce the conclusion in 

writing recount text ? 

d. Why are some of the students not able to use correct tenses in writing 

recount text ? 

2. Limitation of the problem 

After describing identification of the problem above, there were 

many problems that faced by the students in writing recount text. Then the 

writer needs to limit and analyze errors by the tenth grade students in 

writing recount text and she focused on analyze simple past tense. Thus, 

the writer conducted errors analysis in writing recount text based on 

surface structure taxonomy. They are omission, addition, misinformation, 

and misordering. 

3. Formulation of the problem 

Based on the problems limited above, the problems formulated into 

these following research questions: 

1. What types of errors were made by the students in using simple past 

tense in writing recount text at SMK Kesehatan Pro-Skill Indonesia? 

 
C. Objectives and Significance of the Research 

1. Objectives of the Research 

a. To get information about the types of errors made by the students in 

using simple past tense in writing recount text at the tenth grade of 

SMK Kesehatan Pro-Skill Indonesia.  
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2. Significant of the Research 

a. Hopefully, this research is able to benefit the writer as a novice 

researcher in learning how to conduct a research. 

b. This research finding are also expected can be useful and valuable for 

both of the teacher and students of SMK Kesehatan Pro-Skill Indonesia 

in teaching  English in the future. 

c. Besides this research finding are also expected to be positive and 

valuable information for those who are concerned in the world of 

teaching a foreign language. 

d. Finally, these research finding are also expected to be the practical and 

theoretical information to development of the theories on language 

teaching in general. 

 
D. Reason For Choosing the Title 

There are some reasons why the researcher is interested in carrying out 

this research. The reasons are as follows: 

1. The title of this research is relevant with the writer state as a student of 

English Education Department. 

2. The location of this research facilitates the writer in doing this research. 

3. This research can improve the students’ ability in writing text. 

4. This research help teacher to give encourage the students in order more 

motivated in learning english. 
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E. Definition of the Term 

There are many terms involved in this research, it is to avoid 

misunderstanding to the terms used in this research, these the following terms 

are necessarily defined as follows: 

1. Error Analysis 

In this study, the writer did an analysis of students’ error in writing 

recount text. Error Analysis is an error that made by students and the error 

can be analyze. According to Brown (2000), error analysis is the fact that 

learners do make errors, and these errors can be observed, analyzed, and 

classified to show something of the system operating within the learner, 

effect to prove the study of learners’ errors.  

The researcher focused on the students’ error in using past tense in 

recount text writing. Afterward, the writer analyzed students’ sentences to 

give some correction of their writing at the first grade of SMK Kesehatan 

Pro-Skill Indonesia. 

2. Writing  

Writing is a skill that not easy to be done. The students have to think 

about the ideas and the details to connect them correctly. According to 

Dalman (2016), writing is a communication activity such as send 

information that used written as the media communication. 

3. Simple Past Tense  

 Azar (2002, p. 27) states that the simple past tense indicates that an 

activity or situation began and ended at a particular time in the past. 

Moreover, the simple past tense also used to show past activities, and 
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habitual actions in the past time (Widjaja, 2013, p.129). almost all english 

sentences contain a subject (S) and a verb (V). The verb may or may not 

be followed by an object (O) (Azar, 2002, p.A1). 

4. Recount Text 

According to Anderson (1997) a recount is a piece of text that retells 

past events, usually in order to occured. Its purpose is to provide the 

audience with a descriptive occured and when it’s occured. Recount text 

means the form of the text telling about someone experience in the pas 

used in curriculum 2004, its usually tells about the experience of the 

readers themselves, such as their adventure and their last day’s activities. 
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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

 

A. The Theoretical Framework 

1. The Nature of Writing 

a. Definition of Writing  

Writing is an activity that person expresses his/her ideas, feeling, or 

something by using written language. According to Melgis (2012), 

writing is an activity of exploring the writer‟s thought to arrange her/his 

ideas into words which are communicated in meaningful way. The 

function of writing to convey, to inform, to convince, to persuade, to 

entertain, to maintain friendly contact, to store information, to help 

remember information, etc.  

b. The Types of writing 

 According to Syafi‟i, writing divided into three, they are description 

paragraph, narration paragraph, exposition paragraph. 

a) Description paragraph 

  Description is to describe a particular person, thing, and place. In 

description paragraph, the writer appeals to the reader‟s imagination and 

perceptive senses. The writer should make the reader to see, hear, taste, 

and feels as the writer describing about the subject. A writer may 

describe person, thing, place, etc.  
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  If you want to describe a place, you should make clearly the location 

of the place. If you want to describe a person, there are many ways that 

you can describe such as body, color and style of her hair, expression, 

etc. 

b) Narration paragraph 

Narration is to tell or retell an event or story that happened in the 

past. The purpose of narration is to amuse or entertain the reader with 

actual or imaginary experiences. In telling a story or retelling an event, 

that‟s organized by the time, one event in a story, one step in the process 

happening after the other.  

c) Exposition paragraph 

 Exposition is usually the essay‟s foundation. Exposition is often 

used to explain how something works, how to do something. There are 

some methods that can be used to organize a paragraph of exposition, 

they are: 

1. Explaining processes and procedures 

2. Giving comparison and contrast 

3. Analyzing cause and effect relationship  

4. Critizing 

From the explanation above, the writer can conclude that there are 

many types of writing. Moreover, the students are able to improve their 

vocabularies, if they do not know the meaning of word, can consult the 

English dictionary. 
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c. The process of writing  

 After knowing the meaning of writing, then writing also needs 

some processes becomes good in writing. In teaching writing, teacher 

should pay attention to the process of writing, in order to the student 

good in writing and minimize the error. 

According to Syafi‟i (2016), there are four main stages in the 

process of writing they are prewriting, planning, real writing, revising the 

draft, and writing the final darft as the product of writing work. 

1) Prewriting 

In this step, the learner should prepare for what they are going to 

write. According to Syafi‟i (2016), to reach a qualified writing product, 

of course you need an adequate preparation. There are two important 

thing of prewriting that writers should do. First, writers are required to 

choosing and narrow a topic. Choosing and narrow a topic to be 

developed for every type of writing is very crucial.  

Second, after choosing and narrow a topic the writers should 

gather the content of their writing it is named brainstorming. 

Brainstorming activities done by the writer is intended to collect or 

generate ideas and details in a process of writing. According to Oshima 

and Hogue in Syafi‟i (2016), there are three useful brainstorming 

technique that can be applied by every writer in developing their material 

(specific subject). They are listing, free writing, and clustering. 
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2) Planning  

Planning is to organize the ideas generated by brainstorming. The 

procedures of how to do planning there are two models they are listing and 

grouping, writing the topic sentence, and simple outline. 

3) Writing and Revising Draft 

After brainstorming and outlining, you can start to write and revise 

several draft “frequently” until you have product a final copy (writing 

product). There some steps of writing that you should take during 

developing every draft of writing they are first, writing the first step rough 

draft. Second, revising content and organization. Third, proofreading the 

second draft for grammatical and mechanical error. The last, writing the 

final copy (product). 

2. Error and Error Analysis 

a. The Definition of Error 

Talking about learning, error is impossible never done by students in 

learning process. According to Brown (2000), error is the students‟ signs 

who have not mastered the English rules. It is the common thing and normal 

if students make some errors during the learning process. 

One of example is learning English. In Indonesia, the students often 

made error in learning English, because English is their second language. 

Learning the second language is different from learning first language. For 

students, error is important because from the making error students can be 

learn how to make the good. According Garrido (2012), the study of errors 
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is important thing since errors permit the description of developmental 

stages in the acquisition of a second/foreign language. 

b. The Definition of Error Analysis  

Error analysis is used to analyze the errors that are made by the 

students. According to Andrian (2015), the study of students‟ errors has 

become an important thing of foreign language research. In addition Yang 

(2010), error analysis is the process of determining the incidence, nature, 

causes and consequences of unsuccessful language. The errors can help the 

teacher in teaching and learning process because the teacher can observe the 

reason or why the learners do the errors. Error analysis will show teachers 

some problems facing by the students. Error analysis is tool to help the 

writer checked the grammatical error that made students especially using 

tenses in recount text. According to (Hourani, 2008, p. 16) ),” Error analysis 

is an essential source of information to teachers. It provides information on 

students' errors which in turn helps teachers to correct students' errors and 

also improves the effectiveness of their teaching”.It means that, error 

analysis is very important because the writer would to determine the types 

of errors done by students of using  past tense in writing recount text. Errors 

is very usual in writing paragraph or essay, so errors analysis is needed by 

teacher to correct the student‟s essay. 

In addition, it is necessary to discuss error analysis for teaching 

English as a foreign language. English teachers should to know error 

analysis because it becomes a useful key to understanding the process of 
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foreign language. They should to know how the target language is learnt and 

what the best strategy the learners done in order to master the target 

language. After conducting the study of error, the teachers can improve their 

teaching method and attempt to find some answers or solutions to solve 

some problems faced by their students. 

From the explanation above, the researcher can conclude that error 

analysis is methodology for investigating students‟ competence of the 

second language acquisition or a foreign language. It describes students‟ 

inter language and can be used to identify the possible mistakes or errors 

that are made by students. 

c. Differences between Error and Mistake  

In learning foreign language not only the students make error but 

also mistake. Most of people misunderstanding about errors and mistakes, 

they think errors and mistakes are the same meaning. In this research, the 

researcher will explain the differences between error and mistake. 

According to Susan and Larry (2008), mistakes are described as a slip of 

tongue and not systematic, while an error is indication of systematic and 

rule based grammar. 

Based on the statement above, we can conclude that mistakes are 

generally one time only events. The people or student who made a mistake 

is able to recognize it as a mistake and correct it if necessary and they would 

realize what the right answer is. An error, on the other hand, is systematic. 
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Error is wrong response because the students do not have knowledge about 

what the right answer is.   

d.  The Types of Error 

In this research, the writer will analyze the type of students‟ error in 

writing recount text. According to Dulay (1982), Theory Surface Strategy 

Taxonomy there are four types of error named omission, addition, 

misformation, and misordering. Based on the errors the researcher has 

formed an error taxonomy for analysis including the following categories 

and sub-categories: Omission (Omission of Subject and omission of to be in 

the past tense, Addition, Misformation of using verb past, misordering of 

word order.  

1. Omission 

Omission is considered to be the absence of an item that should 

appear in a well-formed utterance. The following sentences are the 

examples that indicate this type of errors. 

a) Omission of Subject 

“Therefore, when buying this rabbit, I choose the white one” From 

this sentence, it shows that the student had committed the omission 

error since the student omitted the subject pronoun "I" before the 

verb. While actually, the sentence should be “Therefore, when I buy 

this rabbit, I choose the white one”. 
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b) Omission of to be in the past tense 

“The fur very soft”. From this sentence, it can be seen that the 

student left out to be “was” that must be added before the word “the 

fur”, whereas it should be “The fur was very soft.” Therefore, the 

student had required the omission error.  

2. Addition 

As drawn earlier, addition is considered to be the presence of an 

item that should not appear in a well-formed utterance. Dealing with this 

type of errors, the writer provides the example of sentences which are 

called addition errors.  

For example: She didn’t studied yesterday 

From the example above, the learner want to tell that she didn’t 

study yesterday. She knows that to tell the past event, she has to 

use the past verb, but she puts two items for the same features; 

didn’t and studied. 

3. Misformation 

This error is made by the learner where the learner chooses the 

wrong items in the right place. Different from omission where the items 

are not supplied at all, in errors of selection, the learner supplies 

something even though that is incorrect. For example; 

I buyed a novel two days ago. 

A past tense marker is put by the learner, but it is incorrect. 
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4. Misordering 

We should bear in mind that misordering is considered to be the 

incorrect placement of a morpheme or group of morphemes in an 

utterance. There are some students‟ sentences that are indicated as 

misordering error. Those include: 

a) The floor of his clean and his room smell good 

 From the above sentence, it can be known the student incorrectly 

ordered the words. The correct syntactical order is “The floor is clean 

and smell good in his room”. 

b) Mother she now work in Singapura 

 Misordering is presented in the sentence above. This sentence has the 

wrong order of the pattern of simple present it should be “mother 

works in Singapura”. 

c) Me and her are friend close enough 

 From the above sentence, it can be known the student incorrectly 

ordered the words. The correct syntactical order is “I and she is friend 

closely enough”. 

e. Technique of Analyzing the Error 

In analyzing students‟ errors, there are some steps to be followed. 

According to Brown (2000), there are five steps in analyzing students‟ 

errors, they are: collection of sample of learner language, identification of 

errors, description of errors, explanation of errors and evaluation of errors. 
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1) Collection of Sample of Learner Language 

The first step of analyzing the errors is collection of sample. In this 

step, the researcher must decide a number of students which is being 

sample for the research. Then, they will be given regular examination in 

order to get data. 

2) Identification of errors 

In this step the researcher must identify error from data collection. 

For identifying error, the researcher must compare the sentence that was 

produced by students to the correct sentence in the target language.  

3) Description of Errors 

After identifying errors, the next step is description of errors. In this 

step, all errors that have been identified, then they would be classified 

into the types of errors.  

4) Explanation of Errors 

This step explained why errors can be happen. This explanation 

related on the sources of errors. The researcher may consider the 

student‟ error whether the error because of interlingual transfer, 

intralingual transfer, context of learning, or communication strategies. 

5) Evaluation of Errors 

In this step, the researcher must decide the criteria of errors 

which will be corrected because some errors can be considered more 

serious than other. The aim of evaluating errors is to distinct which 
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errors will be corrected so the learner, which made an error, will not be 

stress of getting correction. 

3. The Recount Text 

a. Definition of Recount Text

According to Anderson and Anderson in Harris et al, (2014, 

p.56) “Recount text is a piece of text which retells past events orderly 

and has a purpose to describe what have already happend”.similarly, 

Gerot and wignel in Harris (2014, p. 56) state that recount is retelling 

past events in order to inform or entertain about what and when it 

happend. Based on these theories, recounts are generally based on the 

direct experience of the author but it may also be imaginative or outside 

the author‟s experience. In recount text, a writer tells a reader about 

his/her personal experience or tells others experience to readers. In other 

words, recount text is a text which retells events or experience in the 

past. 

b. The Types of Recount Text 

 Derewianka in cholipah (2014, p.48) explains that there are five 

types of recount text, namely: 

1. Personal recount is retelling an event that the writer was personally 

involved in for example: personal experience, personal letter, 

diary,entries, journal, anecdotes, and postcard. Personal recount is 

usually written in the first person (I and We) and often to entertain 

and to inform. 
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2. Factual recount is concerned with recalling events accurately. It 

can range from the everyday task such as accidents, structured 

research, science, news recording and police report. The emphasis 

is on using language that is precise, factual, and detailed, so that 

the reader gains a complete picture of an event, experience or 

achievement. 

3. Imaginative or literary recounts entertain the reader by recreating 

the events of an imaginary world as though they are real such as 

fiction. 

4. A procedural recount records the steps taken in completing a task 

or procedures. Example: include a flow chart of the actions 

required for making bread and the steps to solve a mathematical 

problem. 

5. A biographical recount tells the story of a person„s life using a 

thirdperson narrator (He, She, and They). In this case, of 

autobiography, first person narration (I, We) is used. 

c. The Language Features of Recount Text  

According to Gerrot and Wignel in Erpa (2017, p. 24) language 

features of recount text are focus on specific participant, use of material 

processes (action verb), circumstances place, and time, use past tense, and 

focus on temporal sequence. Moreover, Hardy and klarwein as stated in 

Erpa (2017, p. 24) add that language features of recount text are use 

personal recount, use emotive to describe the events, use action verb and 

mental verb and use past tense. It can be said that writers will use action 

verb in past form in writing recount text.  
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From the explanation above, it can be concluded there are some 

language features of recount text. They are focus on specific participant, 

use simple past tense, use action verb, use linking verb, and use 

chronological conjunction. 

d. Generic Structure of Recount Text 

A recount text usually has three main sections: Orientation, 

Sequence of Events and Reorientation. It can be elaborated the three 

section of recount text as follows: 

Step 1: Orientation 
 

The orientation provides all the necessary background information to 

enable the audience to make sense of the text. To ensure that the 

orientation is detailed and thorough, use the words (Who, What, Where, 

When and Why). Therefore, what happened, who or what was involved in 

the story, why, where and when the events occurred neededy to write. 

Step 2: Sequence of Events 

In series of events, the reader reads the events chronologically. It begins 

from the first event, followed by the second event to the last event. The 

sums of events depend on the creativity of the writer. 

Step 3: Reorientation 

The final section concludes the recount by summerizing outcomes or 

results, evaluating the topic importance or offering personal comment or 

opinion. It can also look to the future by speculating about what might 

happen next. But, not all of recount closed by re-orientation. It is optional. 
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4. The Simple Past Tense 

a. Definition of Simple Past Tense 

  Azar (2002, p. 27) states that the simple past tense indicates that an 

activity or situation began and ended at a particular time in the past. 

Moreover, the simple past tense also used to show past activities, and 

habitual actions in the past time (Widjaja, 2013, p.129). almost all 

english sentences contain a subject (S) and a verb (V). The verb may or 

may not be followed by an object (O) (Azar, 2002, p.A1). in simple past 

tense, the verb used is in the past form or commonly known as V2. 

Therefore, in a past form sentence must have S + V2 + O. For example : 

a. We Opened : (we = S) (Opened = V2) 

b. My parents enjoyed the movie : (my parents = S) (enjoyed = V2) (the 

movie = O)  

 Here are some common patterns of simple past tense : 

a. The Verb Be 

  The verb Be in simple past tense are was and were. Here is the list 

of the subject pronoun and the verb be : 

Subject  Subject Pronoun Verb Be 
First person singular I Was  
Second person singular You Were  
Third person singular He / name of person Was  
Third person singular 
female 

She / name of person Was  

Third person singular 
neutral 

It / thing or animal Was  

First person plural We Were 
second person plural You Were  
Third person plural They Were  
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 A sentence with be as the main verb has three basic pattern : 

1) Be + a noun 

For example : we were students of  state senior high school 1     

Pekanbaru. 

2) Be + an adjective  

  For example : I was sick yesterday. 

3) Be + prepositional phrase  

  For example : You were in Jakarta last month.  

b. The Regular Verb 

The simple past tense in regular verbs is formed by adding -ed to the 

infinitive. 

a. Pattern of regular verb: 

1. Verbs ending e add d only (arrive-arrived, point-pointed). 

2. Verbs end in consonant „ y‟, change y to I and add –ed (try-tried, 

carrycarried). 

3. Verbs end in one consonant + vowel + consonant (one syllable 

verbs), double the consonant and add –ed (stop-stopped, rub-

rubbed). 

4. Verb end in x, w ad -ed (mix-mixed, show-showed). 

5.   Verb end in vowel + consonant and stress is on the first syllable 

(two syllable verb). Add –ed do not double the consonant (visit, 

answer). 
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6. Verbs end in vowel + consonant and stress is on the second 

syllable (twosyllable verb) double the consonant and add ed 

(prefer, occur) 

c. Irregular verbs 

Many common English verbs change form, rather than add ed. 

There is a little pattern to be found in these changes and verbs of 

similar spelling in the infinitive may take quite different forms in the 

past (think-thought, drinkdrank,etc.) 

Some general patterns emerge: 

1. A vowel change in the body of the verb: drive-drove, sing-sang, 

knowknew. (even take-took, eat-ate, where the spelling may 

disguise the rule) 

2. This may be accompanied or replaced by consonant changes at the 

end of the verb: buy-bought, think-thought, make-made 

3. Some changes are of spelling rather than sound (pay-paid, lay-

laid). Other verbs have variants based upon this (learn-

learned/learnt,burn/burned/burnt) 

4. A few verbs obey none of these: is/was, go/went and put/put are 

the most common. 

5. Some irregular verbs have the same form in all parts: hit – hit – 

hit, cutcut-cut (Longman, 1990: 126) 
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d. Adverb of time  

The adverb of time which are commonly used in simple past tense 

are yesterday, just now, last month, last week, two days ago, tonight, 

today,this afternoon, this morning, etc.  

B. Relevant Research 

According to Syafi‟i (2016), relevant research is required to observe 

some previous researches conducted by other researchers in which their 

research are relevant with the research we are conducting. To avoid plagiarism 

from another research, in this research the researcher takes some relevant 

researches that have been investigated by previous researchers dealing with 

the analysis of students‟ ability in writing, they are: 

 1. Research from Syamsul Ma‟arif 

The first previous study was An Analysis of The Third Grade 

Students„ Grammatical Errors in Writing written by Syamsul Ma‟arif at 

MA Nurul Falah Serpong. His study was to analyze and to classify the 

types of students„ grammatical errors in writing. Besides, the purpose of 

the study was to find out the frequency of occurrence and to find out the 

causes of errors which students made in paragraph. The Grammatical Error 

covered into six areas, namely: Tense, Subject Verb, Word Choice, 

Spelling, Capitalization, and Noun Phrase which adapted from Azar„s 

Grammatical Error theory. The highest frequency was Tense which the 

total was 56.48% or 61 errors. The result of the Error Analysis process 

showed that students committed errors into four types: Omission, 
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Addition, Misnformation/Miselection and Misorder. Misformation was the 

highest error made by students which the total was 62.04% of all the total 

errors made by students. Intralingual Transfer which the result was 89 or 

82.40% was the highest cause of error of students„ writing 

2. Research from Cholipah 

The second pervious study was conducted by Cholipah which the 

title is An Analysis of Students„ Error in Writing Recount Text a Case 

Study at Second grade Students of SMP Tri Mulia Jakarta. The objective 

of his study was to analyze the common error on students„ writing made 

by the second grade students of Junior High School. He used Betty 

Schrampfer Azzar„s Errors Classification to analyze the students„ errors. 

The research finding showed that the common kind of errors that the 

students made was error in Verb Tense which received 93 errors from 301 

errors or 30.89%. The other students„ error was in Add a Word which the 

result was 59 errors or 19.60%, and 33 or 10.96% errors in Spelling. Those 

were the top-three errors made by students. Most of the errors were 

detected caused by Interlingual Transfer which the total was 180 causes or 

67.66%. 

The differences between those researches and this research are in 

this research used document to collect the data. In this research the most  

errors made by the students is misformation 53.%  This research have a 

research question, it is what  types of students‟ errors in using simple past 

tense in writing recount text. 
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C. Operational Concept 

Operational concept is the concept to avoid misunderstanding and 

misinterpretation in the scientific study concept, , still operated in abstract 

from the research planning which should be interpreted into particular words 

in order to be measured. According to Syafi‟i (2015, p.103), operational 

concept is derived from related theoritical concept on all of the variables that 

should be practically operated in academic writing a research paper. The 

method in this research is quantitative,which focus on error of past tense in 

writing recount text. 

Operational concept is as a guidance used to avoid misunderstanding in 

carrying out the research. It necessary to clarify briefly the variable used in 

this researcher stablishes some indicators based on Dulay Theory Surface 

Strategy Taxonomy (1982, p.150) They are as follow : 

1) The students make omission errors  of simple past tense in writing 

recount text. 

2) The students make addition errors of simple past tense in writing 

recount text. 

3) The students make misformation errors of simple past tense  in writing 

recount text. 

4) The students make misordering errors of simple past tense in writing 

recount text. 
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CHAPTER III 

METHOD OF THE RESEARCH 

 
A. Research Design 

In this study the writer used quantitative descriptive method. Thus, the 

writer wanted to know the types of past tense errors made by students in 

writing text. The design of this research was descriptive. According to Cholid 

(2013), descriptive research is a research trying to express the problems 

existing now based on the data. It has one variable that analyze the errors 

made by the students of the tenth grade of SMK Kesehatan Pro-Skill 

Indonesia. In this research, the writer collected the data from the students’ 

recount text writing and investigated them whether the students used correct 

simple past tense or error, and identify the students’ error. 

 
B. Time and Location of the Research 

This research was conducted on 22 March 2019. The location of the 

research was conducted at SMK Kesehatan Pro-Skill Indonesia, on Cipta 

Karya street KM. 3 – Phone 0823 8944 7272.   

 
C. The Subject and Object of the Research 

The subject of the research was the tenth grade students of SMK Kesehatan 

Pro-Skill Indonesia in academic year of 2018/2019, while the objectives of this 

research is students’ errors in using simple past tense in writing recount text. 
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D. The Population and Sample 

1. Population 

Population is a group consist of object and subject that have quality 

and certain  characteristic that set by the researcher (Sugiyono, 2010: 117). 

The populations of this research was the students at the tenth grade, 

eleventh grade and twelve grade of SMK Kesehatan Pro-Skill Indonesia in 

academic year of 2018/2019. The number of the tenth grade of SMK 

Kesehatan Pro-Skill Indonesia is 62 students of 3 classes, there are 

keperawatan class, farmasi class and analisis class. The number of the 

eleventh grade of SMK Kesehatan Pro-Skill Indonesia is 71 students of 3 

classes, there are keperawatan class, farmasi class and analisis class. The 

number of the twelve grade of SMK Kesehatan Pro-Skill Indonesia is 66 

students of 3 classes, there are keperawatan class, farmasi class and 

analisis class. The population of the research can be seen as follows : 

Table III. 1 
The total population of the tenth, eleventh and twelve grade of SMK 

Kesehatan Pro-Skill Indonesia 
No. Class The Number of the 

Students 
Number of 
Population 

Male Female 
 Tenth Grade    

1. Keperawatan 3 19 22 
2. Farmasi  10 21 31 
3. Analisis kesehatan  - 9 9 
 Jumlah 13 49 62 
 Eleventh Grade    

1. Keperawatan 9 11 20 
2. Farmasi 7 28 35 
3. Analisis Kesehatan 2 14 16 
 Jumlah 18 53 71 
 Twelve Grade    
1. Keperawatan 4 13 17 
2. Farmasi 5 33 38 
3. Analisis Kesehatan 3 8 11 
 Jumlah 12 54 66 

Total 43 156 199 
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2. Sample 

Sample is part of population that have the same characteristic with 

the population. Because of the population of the tenth grade of SMK 

Kesehatan Pro-Skill Indonesia is small to take as a sample, the writer took 

the sample by using total sampling. According to Suharsimi (1986), states 

that if the total population is less than 100, it is better to take all of them as 

the sample but if the total population are more than 100 students, the 

sample can be taken between 10-15% or 20-25% or more. In this research, 

the writer took all of the population as the sample. 

 
E. Technique of Collecting Data 

1. Documentation 

According to Arikunto (2006), documentation is finding out data on 

thing or variable in the form of notes, transcripts, books, newspaper, 

magazine, inscriptions, note meetings, agenda, and so forth. The analysis 

may be of existing artifacts or documents, for example, to describing 

person, to draw pictures to express memories, or to explain thinking aloud 

as it is audio taped. In this research, the writer used the document in the 

form of students’ recount text writing that are analyze to know the types of 

their errors in using simple past tense. 

Table III.2 
Theory Surface Strategy Taxonomy 

No. Types of Error Total of Error 
Percentage 

(%) 

 1 OMISSION   
2 ADDITION   
3 MISFORMATION   
4 MISORDERING   

Adapted from Dulay 1982 
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According to Abbas, (2015:45-46), the writing assessment includes 5 

specific aspects: identification, description, vocabulary, grammar, 

mechanisms. 

Table III.3 
The Rubrics of Writing Recount Text Assessment 

Scores Categories Criteria/compentency Aspect/Generic Structure 

91-100 A (Very 
Good) 

 

Students are able to 
produce/introduce 
paragraph telling who, 
what, where, why and 
when; Sequence events 
(before, after, while, 
until, during, etc); 
produce conclusion and 
correct tenses very well.  

Orientation (to introduce 
paragraph telling who, 
what, where, why and 
when). Events(tell what 
happened in what 
sequence). Reorientation 
(a conclusion). 

81-89 B (Good) Students are able to 
produce/introduce 
paragraph telling who, 
what, where, why and 
when; Sequence events 
(before, after, while, 
until, during, etc); 
produce conclusion and 
correct tenses well. 

Orientation (to introduce 
paragraph telling who, 
what, where, why and 
when). Events(tell what 
happened in what 
sequence). Reorientation 
(a conclusion). 

70-80 C(Sufficient) Students have enough 
skill to produce/introduce 
paragraph telling who, 
what, where, why and 
when; Sequence events 
(before, after, while, 
until, during, etc); 
produce conclusion and 
correct tenses 
sufficiently. 

Orientation (to introduce 
paragraph telling who, 
what, where, why and 
when). Events(tell what 
happened in what 
sequence). Reorientation 
(a conclusion). 

0-69 D 
(Poor/Less) 

Students are not able to 
produce/introduce 
paragraph telling who, 
what, where, why and 
when; Sequence events 
(before, after, while, 
until, during, etc); 
produce conclusion and 
correct tenses.  

Orientation (to introduce 
paragraph telling who, 
what, where, why and 
when). Events(tell what 
happened in what 
sequence). Reorientation 
(a conclusion). 
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F. Technique of Analyzing Data  

In conducting this research, to analyze students’ errors in using simple past 

tense in writing recount text, the procedures of error analysis proposed by 

Brown (2000), there are five steps in analyzing students’ errors, they are: 

collection of sample of learner language, identification of errors, description 

of errors, explanation of errors and evaluation of errors. 

1) Collection of Sample of Learner Language 

The first step of analyzing the errors is collection of sample. In this 

step, the researcher must decide a number of students which is being 

sample for the research. Then, they will be given regular examination in 

order to get data. 

2) Identification of errors 

In this step the researcher must identify error from data collection. For 

identifying error, the researcher must compare the sentence that was 

produced by students to the correct sentence in the target language.  

3) Description of Errors 

After identifying errors, the next step is description of errors. In this 

step, all errors that have been identified, then they would be classified into 

the types of errors.  

4) Explanation of Errors 

This step explained why errors can be happen. This explanation 

related on the sources of errors. The researcher may consider the student’ 

error whether the error because of interlingual transfer, intralingual 

transfer, context of learning, or communication strategies. 
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5) Evaluation of Errors 

In this step, the researcher must decide the criteria of errors which will 

be corrected because some errors can be considered more serious than 

other. The aim of evaluating errors is to distinct which errors will be 

corrected so the learner, which made an error, will not be stress of getting 

correction.  

The writer analyzed the data by classifying students’ errors and then 

the writer calculated their percentages of errors by the total number of the 

writing recount text. To calculate the errors, the writer used the formula by 

Anas Sudijono (2010). According to Anas Sudijono (2010), states that 

percentage of errors as follows: 

P =  
 

 x 100% 

P = Percentage of error 

F = Frequency of error made by the students 

N = Total number of error 
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

 
A. Conclusion 

Based on the explanation and the description in the previous chapter, the 

researcher concluded that the types of error that were made by the students of 

the tenth grade students of SMK Kesehatan Pro Skill Indonesia in their 

English writing from the highest percentage to the lowest were error of 

misformation  by percentage 53.1%, errors of omission by percentage 26.9%, 

errors of misordering by percentage 15.1%, and error of addition by 

percentage 4.8%. 

 

B. Suggestion 

Based on the finding of the research above, it needs for the researcher 

to give some suggestion that it may be beneficial in improving students’ 

ability in using simple past tense in writing recount text either in speaking or 

writing. 

1. For teachers 

a. The teachers are suggested to give encouragement to the students in 

order to students more motivated in learning English. 

b. The teachers are suggested to give more knowledge about simple past 

tense in writing recount text especially tenses course in depth. 
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2. For students 

a. The students are suggested to master as many as possible vocabulary 

to make easier in making sentence. 

b. The students are suggested learning tenses case intensively and 

actualized in speaking and writing. 
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