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ABSTRAK 

 

Ranti Hartini, (2020):  Menganalisa Kesalahan Siswa dalam Mengucapkan  

Konsonan Bahasa Inggris di Sekolah Menengah 

Kejuruan 1 Tambang 

  

Tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah untuk mempelajari kesalahan yang dilakukan 

siswa dalam pengucapan konsonan bahasa inggris di kelas sepuluh SMK Negeri 1 

Tambang. dan untuk mendapatkan proporsi (frekuensi dan persentase) dari kesalahan 

siswa dalam mengucapkan konsonan bahasa Inggris. Peneliti memformulasikan 

masalah kedalam satu pertanyaan penelitian yaitu “apa persoalan kesalahan siswa 

dalam mengucapkan konsonan bahasa inggris dalam membaca teks deskriptif di 

SMK Negeri 1 Tambang?”. Adapun, tujuan penelitian ini adalah untuk menemukan 

bukti empiris kesalahan siswa dalam mengucapkan konsonan bahasa inggris di kelas 

sepuluh SMK Negeri 1 Tambang. Penelitian ini adalah penelitian deskriptif 

kuantitatif. Subjek penelitian ini siswa di kelas sepuluh SMK Negeri 1 Tambang. 

Sedangkan objek penelitian ini adalah kesalahan siswa dalam mengucapkan konsonan 

bahasa inggris di SMK Negeri 1 Tambang. Peneliti menggunakan tehnik simple 

random sampling untuk mengambil sampel. Ada 20 siswa sebagai sampel dari 127 

siswa. Kemudian, untuk mengumpulkan data, peneliti menggunakan tes sebagai 

instrument untuk menemukan kesalahan. Tes yang di lakukan berupa membaca teks 

analitikal eksposisi secara keras. Tes ini dilakukan untuk mengetahui kesalahan yang 

dilakukan siswa dalam mengucapkan konsonan bahasa inggris. Berdasarkan analisis 

data, peneliti menemukan bahwa konsonan [z]: 33,73%, [ŋ]: 7,95%, [ʤ]: 8,92%, [ʧ]: 

12,77%, [r]: 6,51%, [v]: 23,37%, dan [ð]: 6,75%. Kesimpulannya, kesalahan tertinggi 

terjadi pada pengucapan konsonan [z] dengan 33,73%. Kemudian kesalahan terendah 

terjadi pada pengucapan konsonan [r] dengan 6, 51%. 

 

Kata kunci: Kesalahan, Pengucapan, Konsonan Bahasa Inggris 
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ABSTRACT 

 

Ranti Hartini, (2020): An Analysis of Students’ Errors in Pronouncing English 

Consonants at Vocational High School 1 Tambang 

 

The purpose of this research was to study students’ errors in pronouncing 

English consonants at the Tenth Grade of Vocational High School 1 Tambang. And 

to obtain the proportion (frequency and the percentage) of students’ errors in 

pronouncing English consonants. Furthermore, the researcher also wanted to 

formulate the problem into one research question, what are the problematic errors of 

pronouncing English consonants in reading aloud of descriptive text at Vocational 

High School 1 Tambang. Hence, the objective of this research was to describe the 

problematic errors of pronouncing English consonants in reading aloud of descriptive 

text at Vocational High School 1 Tambang. Then, the subject of this research was the 

Tenth Grade of Vocational High School 1 Tambang, meanwhile the object of this 

research was the students’ errors in pronouncing English consonants. This research 

was descriptive quantitative research. The researcher has randomly selected were 20 

samples from 127 populations. To collect the data, the researcher used test as 

instrument. The test is the students be required to read a descriptive text loudly to find 

out the errors. Based on data analysis, the researcher found that [z]: 33,73%, [ŋ]: 

7,95%, [ʤ]: 8,92%, [ʧ]: 12,77%, [r]: 6,51%, [v]: 23,37%, and [ð]: 6,75%. In 

conclusion, the highest error had been occurred in pronouncing [z] consonant symbol 

with 33,73%. Then, the lowest error had been occurred in pronouncing [r] consonant 

symbol with 6,51%. 

 

Keywords: Error, pronunciation, English consonants 
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Problem 

Pronunciation is one of the most important parts of English that is 

used for communication. Hayati (2010, p. 5) Mentioned that one of the 

difficult skills for language users is English pronunciation and it i s very 

important for language learners. It is essential for speaking and 

understanding spoken English well. Without correct pronunciation, 

however, effective communication does not occur. Bad English 

pronunciation confuses people and often gets irritated. 

Natasha (2011, p. 8) stated that speaking in English is not only 

about having good grammar and being supported by many vocabularies, 

but also about how to utter (pronounce) the words correctly and fluently. 

Pronunciation has the main role in applying English spoken clearly and 

correctly. In fact, good grammar and having much vocabulary are not 

enough when you have bad pronunciation. Therefore, you need to 

improve your pronunciation so that your English would be clear enough 

to be understandable.  

Vocational High School 1 Tambang is one of Vocational High 

School in Pekanbaru. As an institution of formal education, English is 

one of the foreign languages taught in high schools. The students have 

two meetings to learn English lesson in a week. This school implements 
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2013 curriculum. In which the students must be more active and creative 

than teachers. Students in this school must achieve with the score of 

Minimum Criteria Achievement (MCA) of this subject is 75. It includes 

four skills and components. But the fact showed that the students were 

not able to achieve the minimum criteria achievement.  Based on 2013 

curriculum, pronunciation is learned in descriptive texts integrated in the 

four language skills. To achieve the standard competencies in the 

syllabus, the students have to understand the purpose of the text, analyze 

social functions, generis structures, and the linguistic elements of simple 

descriptive text about people, tourist attractions, and famous historical 

buildings in accordance with the context of its use. The achievement of 

standard competencies outlined in the rubric as follows: 

Table I.1 

Rubric of Descriptive Text 

No Score Criteria Score Aspect of Competencies 

1. 85-100 Excellent The students are able to produce the 

generic structure and language features of 

descriptive text by giving attention to 

spelling, pronunciation, word stress, and 

intonation which is credible and 

appropriate to the context very well.  

2. 75-84 Good The students are able to produce the 

generic structure and language features of 
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descriptive text by giving attention to 

spelling, pronunciation, word stress, and 

intonation which is credible and 

appropriate to the context well.  

3. 65-74 Fair The students are able to produce the 

generic structure and language features of 

descriptive text by giving attention to 

spelling, pronunciation, word stress, and 

intonation which is credible and 

appropriate to the context sufficiently.  

4. -64 Inadequate The students are able to produce the 

generic structure and language features of 

descriptive text by giving attention to 

spelling, pronunciation, word stress, and 

intonation which is credible and 

appropriate to the context. 

 

Based on the rubric presented above, it can be concluded that some 

problems that following phenomena below: 

1. Some of the students are not able to spell English words correctly 

2. Some of the students are not able to pronounce English words 

correctly 

3. Some of the students are not able to use words stress of the texts 
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4. Some of the students are not able to use good intonation while 

reading the texts. 

Based on the preliminary research, the researcher interviewed 

English teacher and found the information that many learners still have 

some errors in pronouncing English. Because the students did not have 

knowledge enough about it. And still confused how to pronounce. In this 

research, the researcher focus on the vocabulary of pronunciation in a 

descriptive text using the technique of reading aloud. In theoretical 

framework, the researcher discuss about nature of pronunciation; the 

importance of English pronunciation, techniques of testing 

pronunciation, the goal of teaching pronunciation, and pronunciation 

assessment. Nature of vowels and consonants. Nature of error. Reading; 

reading aloud and silent reading. Then descriptive texts; definition, 

generic structure, and language features of the texts. The title of this 

research was An Analysis of Students’ Errors in Pronouncing English 

Consonants at Vocational High School 1 Tambang. 

B. Problem  

After conducted preliminary observation at the Tenth Grade of Vocational 

High School 1 Tambang, it was clear students’ still gaining problems. Especially, 

in term error in pronunciation how to pronouncing English consonants. 

1. Identification of the Problem 

Based on the background of the problem, the problems are identified 

into the following identification: 
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a. What make some of the students unable to pronounce English 

consonants? 

b. What make some of the students lack knowledge in pronouncing English 

consonants correctly? 

c. What make some of the students confuse to pronounce English 

consonants? 

d. How is students’ errors in pronouncing English consonants? 

2. Limitation of the Problem 

The researcher needed to limit the problem of students’ errors in 

pronouncing English consonants. The researcher analyzed English 

consonants focus on 7 consonants. These are [z], [ŋ], [ʤ], [ʧ], [r], [v], 

and [ ] in reading Descriptive text loudly at the tenth grade of 

Vocational High School 1 Tambang. In this case, pronunciation 

researched relate to reading skill, especially at reading aloud. 

According Curriculum 2013 in syllabus of tenth grade states that 

students should master the different text types both written and oral. 

3. Formulation of the Problem  

Based on limitation mentioned, the research formulated the research 

question as the following the questions: 

a. How is the students’ errors in pronouncing English consonants at 

Vocational High School 1 Tambang? 
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b. What are the Problematic Errors of Pronouncing English Consonants in 

Reading Descriptive Text at Tenth Grade of Vocational High School 1 

Tambang? 

C. Objective and Significance of the Research 

1. Objectives of the Research 

To find out errors made by the students in pronouncing English 

consonants in reading descriptive text loudly of  tenth grade of 

Vocational High School 1 Tambang.  

2. Significance of the Research 

a. To reveal a description of what are the types of error made by the 

students in pronouncing English consonants 

b. To reveal a description of what are the causes of error in 

pronouncing English consonants by the students. 

c. Hopefully, this research gives contributions and help the teacher in 

increase pronunciation. It is able to benefit the researcher as a 

novice researcher especially in learning how to conduct the 

research. 

d. Besides, there research findings are also expected to be positive and 

valuable information to teacher and students, especially for those 

who are concerned in the world of teaching and English as a foreign 

language. 
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e. Finally, these research findings are also expected to be the practical 

and theoretical information to the development of theories on 

language teaching. 

D.  The Reasons for Choosing the Title 

There are some reasons why the researcher is interested in carrying 

out this research. The reasons are as follows: 

1. The title of this research is relevant with the researcher’s status as a 

student of English Education Department. So far people seldom to 

carry out this topic to be investigated on their research. 

2. The tittle of this research is not yet investigated by the others 

previous researcher. 

3. The researcher has ability to carry out this investigation either sectors 

of fund, time and location. 

4. The problem of this research is occurred in EFL students. Students 

are not able to pronounce English consonant sound. 

5. This research is very crucial to be investigated and it will be valuable 

contributions for the researcher particularly and for the English 

teachers generally to be recognized and applied to the students’ in 

teaching English especially in pronunciation. 

E.  Definition of the Key Term 

There so many terms involving in this research. In order to avoid 

misunderstanding toward the term used, thus following term were need 

defined: 
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1. Analysis 

Crystal (1987, p. 43) Said that error analysis is a technique for 

identifying, classifying and systematically interpreting the 

unacceptable forms produced by someone learning a foreign 

language, using any of the principles and procedures provided by 

linguistics. 

2. Error 

Corder (1980 in Afifah) error is natural part of learning a 

language and can work as an insight into the tools and the process 

used to learn a language. In addition like due of skills and 

competences. The students will make error if they do not know the 

correct one. 

3. Pronunciation 

Pronunciation is a core in contribute and apply English spoken 

appropriately, Natasha (2011). And Murcia, at all (1996) Suggest that 

one of necessary components of oral communication. Hence, 

pronunciation is needed to create good and productive 

communication. 

4. English Consonants 

Suparman (2002 in Afifah) consonants is a sound, voiced and 

voiceless, in which the airstream an abstructed through a narrowing 

or complete closure of the mouth passage”. The consonant sounds 

are produced by closing off completely the flow of the air, lett ing 
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pressure buildup behind the closure, and then releasing it suddenly in 

a burst. 
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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

A. Theoretical Framework 

1. Nature of Pronunciation 

Pronunciation is main components that people should have because 

it as a facilitator in interaction. Because, it is important to avoid miss 

understanding. According to Astuti and Prasiyanto state that 

pronunciation is not one of Basic English skill, it is important to support 

the speaking skill of English learners to avoid misunderstanding between 

the speakers and the hearers. To learn English, we should give attention 

about pronunciation. 

Referring to Poposka (2016, p. 200) Pronunciation is the act or 

manner of pronouncing words; utterance of speech, a way of speaking a 

word, especially a way that is accepted or generally understood, and a 

graphic representation of the way a word spoken, using phonetic 

symbols. According to Hornby (2008, p. 352 cited in Maria Ramasari, 

2017, p.38) Pronunciation is way in which a language or particular word 

or sound is spoken. Pronunciation is very important to be learned, 

especially in speaking skill.  

Teaching pronunciation in high schools should be integrated with 

the core and basic competence determined in the curriculum, one of 

those is applying and differentiating social functions, structures text, and 

linguistic elements of the text in oral and written transactional 
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interactions. To get the oral and written interactions, the teaching is 

conducted in speaking class.  

According to Harmer (2007, p.250) “The key to successful 

pronunciation teaching, however is not so much getting students to produce 

correct sounds or intonation tunes, but rather to have them listen and notice 

how English is spoken - either on audio or video by their teachers themselves. 

The more aware they are, the greater the chance that their own intelligibility 

levels will rise”. It means, the teacher need to give more example or show 

the students the way how to produce the correct  sounds rather than ask 

students produce more sounds, so students do not often make errors in 

learning pronunciation. 

a. The Importance of English Pronunciation 

Pronunciation is an important when in oral communication. It 

is also significant part in communicative competence. Morley (1991 

in Gilakjani 2016) states that in good communication is needed a 

clear pronunciation from speaker because without that skill the 

learners will not be able to communicative effectively.  Although 

pronunciation is important in English language, many teachers still 

ignore and do not pay attention especially to this skill. Hismanoglu 

(2011 in Gilakjani 2016) suggest that many teachers teach about 

grammar, vocabulary and four skills in English language without 

compare English pronunciation. Hence, this responsibility of 

teacher to help the students learn to pronounce English correctly.  
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b. Techniques of Testing Pronunciation 

Heaton (1990 as cited in Lisnawati 2014) includes 

pronunciation into testing speaking skill. There are at least three 

techniques of testing pronunciation. 

1) Pronouncing words in isolation 

The importance of listening in almost all test of speaking, 

especially those of pronunciation, should never be underestimated. 

It is impossible for students to pronounce words correctly unless 

they first hear and recognize the precise sound of that word. 

2) Pronouncing words in sentences 

Students can also be asked to read aloud containing the 

problematic sounds which we want to test 

3) Reading aloud 

Way of testing pronunciation provided that we give a student 

a few minutes to look at the reading text first . 

c. The Goal of Teaching Pronunciation 

The goal of teaching pronunciation is not to create learners or 

students to be a native speakers of English, but to enable learners or 

students to pass in the early level to that they can avoid 

mispronunciation in their communication. James (2010 in Gilakjani 

2016) suggests that pronunciation can be understood by basic level 

below: 
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1) What the speaker pronounce do not understandable to listener or 

people. 

2) That the speaker pronounce to people but the speakers’ 

pronunciation cannot accept because he/she accent. 

3) The speaker’ pronounce can be understood by the listener and 

speaker English can be accepted. 

d. Pronunciation Assessment 

In this research, the researcher uses dictionary as a tool to 

assess and check correct or incorrect pronounce based on 

transcription. It is refers to International Phonetic Alphabet (IPA) 

to measure the data. 

2. Nature of Consonants  

Pronunciation consist of vowels and consonants. Fromkin, Robert, 

& Hyams cited in Ambalegin (2018, p. 212) defined, “vowel is a sound 

produced without significant constriction of the air flowing through the 

oral cavity”. According to Yule (2014, p. 33), “vowel sounds are 

produced with a relatively free flow of air, and they are all typically 

voiced”. English has twelve pure vowels. They are /i/, / ɪ/, /e/,/ɛ/,/æ/, /ɑ/, 

/ə/, /Ʌ/, /ɚ/, /ɝ/, /u/, /ʋ/, /o/, and /ɔ/.  

While consonants are sounds made with a lot of constriction in the 

mouth, so that the air coming up from the lungs gets squashed. Fromkin 

et al. (2011, p. 560) stated, “consonant is speech sound produced with 

some constriction of the air stream”. Consonant in English pronunciation 
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is included in segmental phonemes (Low, 2015, p. 63). In English, 

consonant divides into two basic positions: voiced and voiceless. The 

voiced sound is produced when the vocal folds are drawn together, the 

air from the lungs repeatedly pushes them apart as it passes through, 

creating a vibration effect, meanwhile, the voiceless sound is produced 

when the vocal folds are spread apart, the air from the lungs passes 

between them unimpeded (Yule, 2014, p. 27).  

(Low, 2015 p. 66 in Ambalegin) mentioned there are 24 consonants 

in British English sound system in which there are fifteen voiced 

consonants (/b/, /d/, /ʤ/, /g/, /v/, /ð/, /z/, /ʒ/, /m/, /n/, /ŋ/, /l/, /r/, /w/, and 

/j/) and nine voiceless consonants (/p/, /t/, /ʧ/, /k/, /f/, /θ/, /s/, /ʃ/, and 

/h/). But in this research the researcher just focus on 7 English 

consonants, these are [z], [ŋ], [ʤ], [ʧ], [r], [v], and [ ]. 

3. Nature of Error 

In learning language, the learners or the students face problem or 

error exactly. Because it is not their mother tongue. For example when 

the students produce language. (Corder, 1983 in Mathew) states that an 

error is a place where 'the learner's utterances is not same from native 

speaker. Errors are the deviation of the rules which is made by learners 

or students caused by lack of understanding. In the context of second 

language learning, errors can be interpreted as the deviation from the 

second language norm produced by second language learners 
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While Brown (2000 in fauzi) states that error is a noticeable 

deviation from the adult grammar of native speaker, reflects the 

competence of the learner. Another opinion comes from Corder, (1982 in 

Fauzi) which stated that errors are the result of interference in the 

learning of a second language from the habits of the first language. In 

conclusion, we can see that whenever we try to apply our first language 

habit to the second language that we will try to get is affected toward the 

process of acquiring the second language.  

Corder (1982 in Fauzi 2014.p.209) divided that error into two kinds 

of errors, these are: 

a.  The first one is overt errors where the erroneous utterances are 

unquestionably ungrammatical at the sentence level.  

b. The second one is covert errors. This kind of error is grammatically 

well formed at the sentence level, but inappropriate in the context of 

communication. 

4. Reading 

Reading is divided into reading aloud and silent reading. Reading 

aloud requires a reader to investigate the meaning of a text with her/his 

limited cognitive resources. In this case, the reader has to deal with both 

pronunciation, intonation and at the same time to extract meaning from 

the text. Therefore, the limited cognitive resources for pronunciation, 

intonation and vocalization reduce the readers overall comprehension 

(Hale et al., 2007). Conversely, silent reading gives students the 
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opportunity to self-pace reading. Moreover, silent reading can facilitate 

learners confidence in their ability to work through and understand a text 

autonomously. Therefore, silent reading is believed to be a mode that 

prepares learners for life-long reading. 

In this research, the researcher used reading aloud as a technique. 

Reading aloud is one of the ways to practice pronunciation in the 

classroom. Also reading aloud is familiar technique that often use in the 

classroom. According to (Murcia, at al. 1996) state that reading aloud is 

a form of technique in practice for learners. Besides it can improve 

students’ ability in reading skill especially, this technique is also can 

increase students’ pronunciation. Because, the students must to read 

something loudly and it can make the teacher correct the students’ 

pronunciation easier. Another opinion from Brown (2003) states that the 

test taker (students) sees independent letters, word, and/or short  sentence 

and read aloud one by one. 

Therefore, by reading aloud the students will be able to recognize 

how to produce the English sounds appropriately, and the researcher can 

easily know whether the sound that produced by the students is correct or 

not. In short, the researcher concludes that reading aloud is a simple way 

or technique to practice in class and do not need much time to apply.  

5. Descriptive Text 

According to English textbook at tenth grade of curriculum 2013. 
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a. Definition 

Descriptive Text is a text which says what a person or a thing is 

like. Its purpose is to describe and reveal a particular person, place, or 

thing. 

b. Generic Structure 

When writing descriptive text, there are some generic structures: 

- Identification: contains about the introduction of a person, place, 

animal or object will be described. 

- Description: contains a description of something such as animal, 

things, place or person by describing its features, forms, colors, or 

anything related to what the writer describe. 

c. Language Feature 

- Specific participant: has a certain object, is not common and 

unique (only one). for example: Bandengan beach,  my house, 

Borobudur temple, uncle Jim.  

- The use of the adjective (an adjective) to clarify the noun, for 

example: a beautiful beach, a handsome man, etc. 

- The use of simple present tense: The sentence pattern used is 

simple present because it tells the fact of the object described. 

- Action verb: verbs that show an activity. For example, run, sleep, 

walk, cut, etc. 
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6. Students’ Errors in Pronouncing English Consonants 

Referring to Furry (2001), English consonants is one of the speech 

sounds or letters of the alphabet that is not a vowel. Consonants are 

pronounced by stopping the air from flowing easily through the mouth, 

especially by closing the lips or touching the teeth with the tongue. 

Carl (1998) said that In the process of learning English as a foreign 

language, many learners face difficulties and produce some errors 

especially in pronouncing English consonants as well as English vowels. 

In this study, the writer was interested to analyze the phonological er rors 

made by tenth grade of Vocational High School 1 Tambang regarding 

English consonants. Hence, the main focus of this study was the seven 

English consonants. James (1990), many learners still have some errors 

in pronouncing English consonants. Because the students did not have 

knowledge enough about it. And still confused how to pronounce . 

B. Relevant Research 

Referring to (Syafi’i, 2018, p.102) “relevant research required to 

observe some previous researches conducted by other researchers in 

which they are relevant to the research you are conducting”. Compiling 

and analyzing previous research will always reveal something to you. 

(Zulhidah, 2016, p.105).  Relevant research intens to defend the clarity 

and authenticity of the previous research it self. There are two relevant 

researches which related to this research: 

https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/speech
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/sound
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/capital
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/alphabet
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/vowel
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/pronounced
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/stopping
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/air
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/flowing
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/easily
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/mouth
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/especially
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/close
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/lip
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/touching
https://dictionary.cambridge.org/dictionary/english/teeth
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The first is Ishardini Widyaningtyas (2014), she conduct a research 

entitled “Error Analysis on English Consonant “.  The research is 

descriptive qualitative research design and using test. Based on the 

result, there are thirteen (13) consonants, there are /g/, /h/, /j/, /v/, /z/, /z/, 

/ʤ/, /ʧ/, /ɵ /, /d/,/ƞ/, /ʒ/, and /ʃ/. Meanwhile, for consonants such as /b/, 

/d/, /f/, /l/, /m/, /n/, /p/, /r/,/s/, /t/, and /w/ are consonants that lack of 

errors in pronouncing. In addition, the hardest of English consonants for 

student is /v/. 

The second is Latifah Nur Kartyastuti (2017), she conduct a 

research entitled “An Error Analysis in Pronunciation of English 

Vowels”. The design of this research is descriptive qualitative. The 

research instrument of this study was gained in the form of test. Test is 

conducted to know where the error occurs and the type of error.  

In collecting the data the researcher had been giving tests and 

questionnaires to the students, the participants. The test is oral test. The 

students are asked to read two English texts. They are story text and text 

that contain list of English words. All the test are recorded. There are 

two texts, the first text is story text, the second text is list of words. The 

paragraph text contain a paragraph tells about move to new house and 

describe what have had to buy and what have bought for. The list of 

words contain 22 point, each point contain 4 words. The both text 

contain 20 English vowels. 

C. Operational Concept 
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Referring to Syafi’i (2017, p.110), operational concept is used to 

measure problem from variable that should be operated practically and 

empirically in the research. And the researcher devided indicator in to 

seven symbols. According to (Machakova, 2012.p13-14 in thesis), these 

are: 

1. The student errors of English consonant [z] in reading descriptive text 

loudly 

2. The student errors of English consonant “ng” [ŋ] in reading 

descriptive text loudly 

3. The student errors of English consonant “d and g” [ʤ] in reading 

descriptive text loudly 

4. The student errors of English consonant “c” [ʧ] in reading descriptive 

text loudly. 

5. The student errors of English consonant [r] in reading descriptive text 

loudly 

6. The student errors of English consonant [v] in reading descriptive text 

loudly 

7. The student errors of English consonant “th” [ð] in reading descriptive 

text loudly. 

 

 

 

 



 21 

Table II.1 

The Blue Print of Indicator 

No Indicators Focus words Number 

1. The students are able to 

pronounce the English 

consonants [z]. 

Is 

Was 

His 

Rays 

Stones 

Carvings 

Designs 

4 

3 

1 

3 

1 

1 

1 

2. The students are able to 

pronounce the English 

consonants [ŋ]. 

Glistening 

Standing 

Including 

1 

1 

1 

3. The students are able to 

pronounce the English 

consonants [ʤ]. 

Tinge 

Majestically 

Jade 

1 

1 

1 

4. The students are able to 

pronounce the English 

consonants [ʧ]. 

Architectural 

Achievement 

Actually 

Actual 

1 

1 

1 

1 

5. The students are able to 

pronounce the English 

consonants [r]. 

River 

Clear 

Garden 

1 

1 

1 

6. The students are able to 

pronounce the English 

consonants [v]. 

Derived 

Love 

Beloved 

Give 

Heavenly 

Seven 

Level 

1 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

7. The students are able to 

pronounce the English 

consonants [ð]. 

The 

That 

26 

1 

   

 

 

 

 

 



 22 

CHAPTER III 

RESEARCH METHOD 

A. Design of the Research 

This research was descriptive quantitative research method consist 

of one variable that is students‟ errors in pronouncing English 

consonants at the Vocational High School 1 Tambang. The researcher 

focused on component English skill of students especially on 

pronunciation at Vocational High School 1 Tambang. According to 

Cresweel (2012, p. 13) states that quantitative research characteristic is 

describe a research problem through a description.  

B. Time and Location of the Research 

This research was conducted in July 2020. It located on Jl. 

Pekanbaru - Bangkinang Km. 23, Rimba Panjang. The researcher 

collected the data through WhatsApp because the researcher can not do 

research directly to school because the students study from home during 

covid‟19 pandemic. Students are asked to read and record the 

descriptive text that has shared in the WhatsApp group. Then the 

researcher submitted the recording results to the raters to evaluate them. 

C. Subject and Object of the Research 

The subjects of this research is the tenth grade students of 

Vocational High School 1 Tambang. And the object of this research is an 

analysis of students‟ errors in pronouncing English consonants. 
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D. Population and Sample of the Research 

1. Population of the Research 

Referring to Fraenkel and Wallen (2011:92), the population is 

the group of interest to the researcher to whom the researcher 

generalizes the result of the study. The population of this research is 

all of the students at tenth grade of Vocational High School 1 

Tambang. It consisted of 4 classes. The total number of the students at 

tenth grade of Vocational High School 1 Tambang is 127 students. It 

consisted of 94 male students and 33 female students. 

Table III.1 

Total Population of the students at Tenth Grade Vocational High 

School 1 Tambang 

No  Class  Male  Female  Number of students 

1 X TKR 29 5 34 

2 X TSM 28 4 32 

3 X TM 29 1 30 

4 X ADM.P 8 23 31 

 TOTAL 94 33 127 

 

2. Sample of the Research 

In this research, the researcher used simple random sampling. It 

helped the researcher to take participants. The researcher used simple 

random sampling because each of students the eleventh grade had 

some opportunity to be participants. According to Arikunto (2006) if 

the number of population less than 100, we can take all of them as a 

sample, but if population more than 100, the sample is taken 15-25 %. 
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Because the population more 100, so the researcher took 15%. The 

total number is 20 students as sample. 

Table III.2 

Total sample of the students at tenth grade of Vocational High School 1 

Tambang 

No Class Number of students 15% Sample 

1 X TKR 34 5 

2 X TSM 32 5 

3 X TM 30 5 

4 X ADM.P 31 5 

 TOTAL 127 20 

 

E. Technique of Data Collection 

In this research the researcher used test to collect the data. 

Referring to Brown (2000: 3), test is a method of measuring a person‟s 

ability, kowledge, or performance in a given domain. Collecting data was 

one of the significant in conduct a research. In this research the date 

analyzed by test. A test was instrument or technique in collect the data of 

the research. According to Brown (2003) test is instrument that provide 

an accurate and real measure of test-taker of person ability. The 

researcher used test. And the researcher follow the steps below to answer 

the research question: 

a. The researcher has sent descriptive text through WhatsApp group 

consist of the researcher and the students. 

b. The researcher asked the students to reading aloud. 

c. Then the students record and sent it to WhatsApp group. 
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F. Technique of Data Analysis 

After all the recordings were recorded, the researcher listen the 

record. Then, identified pronunciation errors made by students. The 

researcher used some steps to analyze, as follows: 

1. Identifying Errors 

The researcher made phonetic transcript of English and phonetic 

transcript of student. After that the researcher listened to the students‟ 

pronounce in form of audio. And the researcher compared the sounds 

of students with the correct phonetic transcription repeatedly.  

2. Classifying errors 

Based on written data of student‟s pronunciation, the researcher 

classified the error in each letter of consonants. Then, it concludes 

into table. 

3. Quantifying errors. 

In this step, the data carried out by using formula from Sudijono 

(2014, p.43). 

 

P = 
 

 
 x 100 % 

In which: 

P      = percentage of error 

f       = frequency of incorrect error 

n      = number of students 

100%  = constant value. 
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CHAPTER IV 

RESEARCH FINDING AND DISCUSSION 

A. Research Finding 

This chapter described the data of the students‟ error in 

pronouncing English consonants at Vocational High School 1 

Tambang. There was one variable in this research. The variable of this 

research was students‟ errors in pronouncing English consonants 

which symbolized by “Y”. The students‟ errors in pronouncing 

English consonants as independent variable was investigated by using 

test. The collected data would be presented descriptively. The problem 

discussed in this research was the error in pronouncing seven English 

consonants. Those were [z], [ŋ], [ʤ], [ʧ], [r], [v], and [ð] that 

produced by sample in this research. The sample consist of 20 

students at tenth grade of Vocational High School 1 Tambang. The 

researcher would analyzed they pronounce in reading text to 

investigated their error of pronunciation. 

In collected the data, the researcher selected five students in each 

class. The researcher will collect the data through WhatsApp because 

the researcher can not do research directly to school because the 

students study from home during COVID‟19 pandemic. Students are 

required to read and record the descriptive text that has been shared in 

the WhatsApp group. The text was contained of 29 focus words 
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examined by researchers. These words were based on errors in seven 

English consonants. 

There were seven focus words in [z] consonants, three focus 

words in [ŋ], three focus words in [ʤ], four focus words in [ʧ], three 

focus words in [r], seven focus words in [v], and two focus words in 

[ð]. After the researcher informed the direction.  Then, the samples 

read text loudly and recorded their voice by using voice note in mobile 

phone then share it in whatsapp group. Then researcher gave the file 

to the raters and helped the researcher identifying the problematical 

error of the sample. And the researcher used two raters. The 

researcher gave the raters a blueprint to make the rater work more 

easily in identifying focus word errors. The raters collected the errors 

in eight days and after that, the raters gave the result to the researcher. 

Besides, the researcher listen the voice of samples many times.  

Finally, the raters and researcher found the problematical error 

of the sample related to pronunciation in term of English consonants 

in [z], [ŋ], [ʤ], [ʧ], [r], [v], and [ð]. They pronounce the focus words 

that the researcher provided was far from the correct pronunciation. 

The most frequent error that the sample did in the focus words that 

they were did not know before. And it occurred when they read and 

they afforded to read as much as they knew. In specific focus words 

the researcher made a table. 
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Table IV.1 

Analysis of students’ errors in pronouncing English consonants  

[z], [ŋ], [ʤ], [ʧ], [r], [v], and [ ]. (Rater 1 and 2) 

 

 

No. 

 

Focus words 

Dictionary Transcription Subject 

(students) 

Total 

of 

student

s 

Phonetic spelling As recorded 

1. Is 

 

/ɪz/ 

 

/is/ 

 

1,1,2,2,3,3,4,4,5,5,6,6

,7,8,8,9,9,10,10,11,11
,12,12,13,13,14,14,15

,15,16,16,17,17,18,18

,19,19 20,20. 

 

 
39 

 

 

Was 
 

/wɑz/ 
 

/was/ 
 

1,1,2,2,3,3,4,5,7,7,8,8
,9,9,10,10,11,11,12,1

2,13,13,14,14,15,15,1

7,17,18,19,19,20 

 
 

35 

/wəz/ 6,16 

His /hɪz/ /his/ 1,1,2,3,3,4,4,5,5,6,6,7

,7,8,9,9,10,10,11,11,1
2,12,13,13,14,14,15,1

5,16,16,17,17,18,18,1

9,19,20,20. 

 

 
38 

Rays 

 

/rez/ 

 

/reis/ 1,1,6,6,10,10,12,14,1

4,15,16,16,18,19 

 

 

 

 
35 /rais/ 2,3,4,5,7,8,9,11,12,13

,17,20. 

/rai/ 7 
 

Stones  /stonz/ /stons/ 1,1,2,2,3,3,4,4,5,5,6,6
,7,7,8,8,9,9,10,10,11,

11,12,12,13,13,14,15,

15,16,16,17,17,18,18,

19,19,20,20. 

 
 

39 

Carvings 

 

/kɑrvɪŋz/ 

 

/karviŋs/ 1,1,6,6,8,10,12,15,16,

20,20. 

 

 
 

 

40 

/karviŋ/ 2,3,4,5,7,7,8,8,9,9,11,

13,13,14,17,17,18,18,
19,19. 

/serviŋ/ 3 

 

/kerviŋ/ 2,4,5,10,11,12,14,15,

16. 

Designs /dɪzɑɪnz/ 

 

/dizain/ 1,10,14,15.  

 

 

 
37 

/dəsain/ 2,2,3,3,4,5,8,12,17,18

,20. 

/dəsains/ 6,19. 

/disains/ 9,11,16. 

/disain/ 4,5,7,8,9,10,11,12,13,

14,17,18,19. 

/dɪzɑɪns/ 1,6,15,16 

2. Glistening /‟glɪsənɪŋ/ /glisteniŋ/  2,3,7,8,9,10,11,15,16,
17,18,19,20 

 
15 
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/glaiseniŋ/ 1,5 

Standing /stændɪŋ/ /stendiŋ/ 2,3,4,5,7,8,9,10,11,12
,13,14,15,16,17,18,19

,20 

 
18 

Including /ɪn‟klu:dɪŋ/ /ɪn‟klu:dɪŋ - - 

3. Tinge / t ɪ n ʤ/ /tiŋ/ 

 

1,1,2,2,3,3,4,4,5,5,7,7

,8,9,10,10,11,11,12,1

3,13,15,16,17,17,18,1
8,19,20 

 

30 

Majestically /məʤεstɪkli/ /mastiseli/  11,19.  
 

15 
/majestikoli/  1,4,6 

/maʤεstekli/ 2,7 

/maʤIstIkeli 5,8,9,11,17,18,20 

/maʤIstIseli

/ 

19 

Jade /ʤ e d/ 

 

/jidi// 3,4,6 4 

/jade/ 7 

4. Architectural /ɑ:kətεkʧəəl/ /a:ʧtetural 19  

 

 

 
33 

/a:ʧtər/ 2 

/a:tikətrul/ 3,4,7,8,9,11,12,13,15,

18,20. 

/arsitektural/ 1,5,7,8,10,11,12,13,1

4,15,18,19,20 

/arkitektural/ 4,6 

/arsiktrol/ 2 

/artikultral/ 3,9 

/arʧitektural/  16,17 

Achievement /əʧivmənt/ /aʧivimənt 3,7,8,11  
 

 

17 

/əvimənt/ 17 

/əzivmənt/ 14 

/asifmen/ 9 

/asifismen/ 3 

/aʧifmen/ 13 

Actually /ækʧ əli/ /ektəli/ 7,8  

10 /ektsəli/ 9,11,13,15,17 

/æktuəli/ 17,18,19 

Actual /ækʧ əl/ 

 

/əsəl/ 2  

 

26 
/ekt al/ 3,4,5,8,9,11,12,13,15,

17,19,20. 

/aktual/ 3,7,8,11,15,17,18,19 

/akstuəl/ 1,2,3,8,9 

5. River / r ɪ v ə r/ /raifər/ 3 10 

/raiver/ 2,4,5,8,11,15,17,20 

Clear / k l i r/ / k l i r/ - - 

Garden /‟gɑ:dən/ 
 

/gɑrdən/ 2,3,4,5,7,8,9,10,11,12
,13,14,15,16,17,18,19

,20 

18 

6. Derived /di„rɑɪvd/ /derifəd/ 19  

 

 

23 

/drif/ 5 

/derived/ 4,5,7,8,9,10,11,13,14,
17,18,19,20 

deraIvəd/ 3,4,9,11 

/drivəd/ 2,5,7,19 

Love /l ᴧ v/ /ləv/ 2  

20 /lov/ 1,2,3,4,5,7,8,9,10,11,
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12,13,14,15,16,17,18,

19,20 

Beloved /bɪ„lᴧvd/ /bi‟lᴧv/ 1  

14 /beloved/ 2,3,4,5,7,8,9,11,13,18

,20 

bI‟lᴧvId/ 14,19 

Give /g ɪ v/ / g ɪ v/ - - 

Heavenly /‟hεvənli/ /hεfənli/ 3  

 

14 
/hefenli/  3,7,9,11,13 

/hevli/  2 

/hivənli/ 4,5,8,15,18,19,20 

Seven /‟sevən/ /seven/ 3,5,7,10,12,14,15,16,
17,18,19,20 

 
15 

/sefen/ 8,11,13 

Level /‟levəl/ 

 

/lefel/ 3,9,11,13 4 

7. The /ð ə/ /d ə/ 1,1,2,2,3,4,5,5,6,7,7,8

,8,9,9,10,10,11,11,12,
12,13,13,14,15,15,16,

16,17,17,18,18,19,19,

20. 

 

35 

That  /ð æ t/. /tet/ 3,17. 9 

/dæt/ 2,3,4,5,7,8,9. 
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Table IV.2 

The Recapitulation of Students’ Errors 

No Students Classification of Error in English Consonants  Total 

errors /z/ /ŋ/ /ʤ/ /ʧ/ /r/ /v/ /ð/ 

1 Student 1 7 1 2 2 0 2 1 15 

2 Student 2 7 2 2 2 2 4 2 21 

3 Student 3 7 2 2 3 2 6 2 24 

4 Student 4 7 1 3 2 2 5 2 22 

5 Student 5 7 2 2 2 2 6 2 23 

6 Student 6 7 0 2 1 0 1 1 12 

7 Student 7 7 2 3 4 1 6 2 25 

8 Student 8 7 2 2 4 2 6 2 25 

9 Student 9 7 2 2 4 1 5 2 23 

10 Student 10 7 2 1 1 1 4 1 17 

11 Student 11 7 2 3 4 2 7 1 26 

12 Student 12 7 1 1 2 1 3 1 16 

13 Student 13 7 1 1 4 1 7 1 22 

14 Student 14 7 1 0 2 1 5 1 17 

15 Student 15 7 2 1 3 2 4 1 20 

16 Student 16 7 2 1 1 1 3 1 16 

17 Student 17 7 2 2 4 2 5 2 24 

18 Student 18 7 2 2 3 1 6 1 22 

19 Student 19 7 2 3 3 1 6 1 23 

20 Student 20 7 2 2 2 2 6 1 22 

 Total 140 33 37 53 27 97 28 415 

 Percentage 33,73 7,95 8,92 12,77 6,51 23,37 6,75 100 

 

On the table IV.2 the recapitulation of students‟ errors 

construction of English Consonants [z], [ŋ], [ʤ], [ʧ], [r], [v], and 

[ð], the researcher concluded that the score of an error made by 

students at the tenth grade of Vocational High School 1 Tambang is 

so high. The following score obtained each of the symbol [z]: 

33,73%, [ŋ]: 7,95%, [ʤ]: 8,92%, [ʧ]: 12,77%, [r]: 6,51%, [v]: 

23,37%, and [ð]: 6,75%. Based on the data presentation, students‟ 

errors in pronouncing English consonants were analyzed by 

giving a percentage as follows: 

 

 

 



 32 

Table IV.3 

Percentage of Students’ Error 

No Words Dictionary 

transcription 
P = 

 

 
x 100 

1 Is /ɪ z/ 

 

  

   
 x 100 = 9,39% 

2 Was /w ɑ z/ 

 

  

   
 x 100 = 8,43% 

3 His /h ɪ z/ 

 

  

   
 x 100 = 9,16% 

4 Rays /r e z/ 

 

  

   
 x 100 = 8,43% 

5 Stones  /s t o n z/ 

 

  

   
 x 100 = 9,39% 

6 Carvings /k ɑ r v ɪ ŋ z/ 

 

  

   
 x 100 = 9,64% 

7 Designs /d ɪ z ɑɪ n z/ 

 

  

   
 x 100 = 8,92% 

8 Glistening /‟g l ɪ s ə n ɪ ŋ/ 

 

  

   
 x 100 = 3,61% 

9 Standing /s t æ n d ɪ ŋ/ 

 

  

   
 x 100 = 4,34% 

10 Including /ɪ n‟klu:dɪŋ/ 

 

 

   
 x 100 = 0% 

11 Tinge / t ɪ n ʤ/ 

 

  

   
 x 100 = 7,23% 

12 Majestically / m ə ʤ ε s t ɪ k l i/ 

 

  

   
 x 100 = 3,61% 

13 Jade / ʤ e d/ 

 

 

   
 x 100 = 0,96% 

14 Architectural / ,ɑ:kətεkʧərəl/ 

 

  

   
 x 100 = 7,95% 

15 Achievement / ə ʧ i v m ə nt/ 

 

  

   
 x 100 = 4,10% 

16 Actually / æ k ʧ   ə l i/  

 

  

   
 x 100 = 2,41% 

17 Actual / æ k ʧ   ə l i/  

 

  

   
 x 100 = 6,26% 

18 River / r ɪ v ə r/ 

 

  

   
 x 100 = 2,41% 

19 Clear / k l i r/ 

 

 

   
 x 100 = 0% 

20 Garden /‟g ɑ : d ə n/   

   
 x 100 = 4,34% 

21 Derived / d i „r ɑɪ v d/ 

 

  

   
 x 100 = 5,54% 

22 Love /l ᴧ v/ 

 

  

   
 x 100 = 4,82% 

23 Beloved /b ɪ „l ᴧ v d/ 

 

  

   
 x 100 = 3,37% 

24 Give /g ɪ v/ 

 

 

   
 x 100 = 0% 

25 Heavenly /‟h ε v ə n l i/  

 

  

   
 x 100 = 3,37% 

26 Seven /‟s e v ə n/ 

 

  

   
 x 100 = 3,61% 
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27 Level /‟l e v ə l/ 

 

 

   
 x 100 = 0,96% 

28 The /ð ə/ 

 

  

   
 x 100 = 8,43% 

29 That /sð æ t/ 

 

 

   
 x 100 = 2,17% 

 

1. Analysis of pronunciation 

Based on the table above, it presented the several errors made 

by the samples when pronouncing the focus word of consonants. 

They are: 

a. Analysis of pronunciation [z] 

/z/ is pronounced when the tip of the tongue put to be near 

and close to the teeth at the side of the mouth. This is a familiar 

English consonants. This is also general. But the students still 

got error. Because, consonants /z/ had little similar sound with 

consonants /s/. And it described below: 

1) Error pronunciation /z/ into /s/ 

This symbol has differ when pronounce. But there where 

student got error in pronounce it such as student 2, 8, 9, 10, 

14, and 16 in the word as /əz/ pronounced into /əs/. The 

student 2, 8, 9, 17, 19, and 20 in word because/bɪkɔz/ 

pronounced into /bɪkɔs/. In addition, the students 6, 9, 16, 17, 

and 20 were error in pronounce /z/ in word use yuz/ they 

pronounced into /yus/. Then student 2, 8, 10, ,11, 12,1 4, and 
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16 in word is /ɪz/ ang they pronounce into /ɪs/. It means that, 

the students did not pronounce /z/ perfectly.  

b. Analysis of pronunciation /ŋ/ 

Natasha, (2011,p121) states /ŋ/ will produce when back of 

tongue raised toward the soft palate. Then, continue to the nose 

and would be vibrating. But, some of the sample pronounced /ŋ/ 

into /n/ because it had similar sound if the word pronounce.  

1) Error of pronunciation of /ŋ/ into /n/ 

Even though the two consonants look the same, these 

consonants had differ articulate. /ŋ/ needs to raise back of 

tongue to the soft palate. Differ from /n/ needs to do humming 

position on your lips together. The sample tended to 

pronounce and heard /ŋ/ into /n/.  

c. Analysis of pronunciation /ʤ/ 

To produce /ʤ/ is needed to firmly press tip tongue against 

the gum ridge behind upper front teeth. This consonants is not 

familiar in the student‟s area. Hence,they got error easily.  

1) Error of pronunciation of / ʤ into /d/ 

In word image /t ɪ n ʤ/ few students like students 2, 7, 8, 

9, 10, 12, and 16 they pronounce incorrectly. Because they 

read base on written word. Meanwhile to pronounce /ʤ/ 

correctly, needs firmly press tip tongue. According to (Kelly, 
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2002.p49) needs tongue tip, blade and ridge and side teeth. 

And the front of the tongue is raised. 

d. Analysis of pronunciation /ʧ/ 

The student used vocal chords to make the sound. They did 

not make shape of their lips and the position of their tongue. 

This means that students did not make create friction by first 

stop the airflow with their tongue and the ridge behind their 

teeth, then did not release it through a narrow gap. The students 

were not also know that [ʧ]is a part of consonant, because in 

Indonesian language does not have consonant [ʧ], it is the most 

problem for students in pronounced [ʧ]. 

e. Analysis of pronunciation /r/ 

Natasha, (2012,p129) states that /r/ is produced  when the 

lips rounded and the tongue tip curled upward but not touch the 

roof. Even this consonants is simple but not all student could 

pronounce correctly. 

f. Analysis of pronunciation /v/ 

Natasha, (2011,p105) in pronouncing consonant /v/ needs to 

upper teeth touch the lower lip. But many students got error.  

1) Error pronunciation /v/ into /f/ 

This symbol has little bit similar when pronounce. So it 

make errors happen often. For example in word /‟hεvənli/ the 

students 3,7,9,11, and 13 read it become /hεfənli/. 
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g. Analysis of pronunciation /ð/ 

Natasha, (2011;p111) gives a description about how to 

articulate this kind of English consonants. The tongue tip need to 

put between upper teeth and lower teeth. It mightbe difficult to 

produce because had same sound with /d/.  

1) Error of pronunciation /ð/ into /d/  

Students had produced /ð/ into /d/in the word other.Which 

were Student 2,3,4,5,6,7, and 18 were error read word the /ðe/ 

became /de/. And the word that /ð æ t/ became /det/.  

Diagram IV.1 

Diagram Percentage of Classification errors in English Consonants 

Symbol 

 

 

33,73% 

7,95% 

8,92% 12,77% 

6,51% 

23,37% 

6,75% /z/

/ŋ/

/ʤ/ 

/ʧ/ 

/r/

/v/

/ð/
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Based on Diagram IV.1, it shows the lowest into highest 

errors score had been occurred in pronouncing English consonant 

are [r]: 6,51%, [ð]: 6,75%, [ŋ]: 7,95%, [ʤ]: 8,92%, [ʧ]: 12,77%, 

[v]: 23,37%, and [z]: 33,73%. 

A. Discussion  

The researcher did the research. And the researcher got the 

complete data from all the research instrument test. Then, the 

researcher analyzed errors in pronouncing English consonants which 

made by tenth grade of Vocational High School 1 Tambang. The 

errors consisted of 415 errors and from those errors consisted of 29 

words. And the researcher counted that there was pronunciation 

errors made by the tenth grade students. The errors consisted of 

seven (7) letters of consonants. It was found that there were  [z]: 

33,73%, [ŋ]: 7,95%, [ʤ]: 8,92%, [ʧ]: 12,77%, [r]: 6,51%, [v]: 

23,37%, and [ð]: 6,75 errors in each consonant pronunciation. The 

highest errors occurred in [z] consonants with score 33,73%. 

Meanwhile the lowest errors occurred in [r] consonants with score 

6,51%. 
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

A. Conclusion  

This research used descriptive quantitative method. It is kind of research 

that content the data are presented descriptively based on condition. It is usually 

about factual and real issue that happen in the past but still happen in influence 

this time. The issue of the research was error in pronunciation, especially in 

English consonants.  It has already found and face early but still happen now. The 

purpose of this research was identifying and investigated errors produced by 

samples in pronouncing English consonants. 

In this research, researcher had selected twenty students as the sample. 

They were students of the first grade at Vocational High School 1 Tambang. Each 

of the sample knew English and able to speak English. But, they had knowledge 

and differ level in English. There were low, medium and know more about 

English. 

Based on the analysis, it can be concluded from percentage students that 

obtained in words English consonants are [z]: 33,73%, [ŋ]: 7,95%, [ʤ]: 8,92%, 

[ʧ]: 12,77%, [r]: 6,51%, [v]: 23,37%, and [ð]: 6,75%. And it is clear enough that 

the students of the tenth grade at Vocational High School 1 Tambang can be 

categorized as high error pronunciation in English Consonants. 
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B. Suggestion 

Based on the conclusion above, the researcher proposes several 

suggestions as follows: 

1. The teacher should be able to give an attention for students in pronunciation. 

Even pronunciation is components in English only, but pronunciation is 

very important to learn. So the students know how to pronounce English 

correctly. 

2. The students should learn English more and willing to study personally out 

of school especially pronunciation because learning at school is not enough. 

So if they listen to English in school or out of school they can understand. 

3. The students must try to learn how to pronounce a words in English, it can 

be by listening some English songs, short movies in English with subtitle, or 

short daily conversation in YouTube video. So students can give feedback 

in speaking English such as simple daily communication with their friends. 

4. And the errors found in this research can be a reference to English in the 

framework of a sound that is difficult to produce or pronounce by students. 

So the teacher can help the student to pronounce it. 
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INSTRUMENT

READING ALOUD OF DESCRIPTIVE TEXT

Direction:

1. The test is for scientific research only

2. There is no impact on your score in English subject

Instruction:

1. Read the text personally in 5-7 minutes!

2. Read aloud the text one by one while it record



Taj Mahal

Taj Mahal, an epitome of love, is actually a mausoleum. Standing majestically

on the banks of River Yamuna, the Taj Mahal is synonymous to love and romance.

Taj Mahal was constructed by Mughal Emperor Shah Jahan in the memory of his

beloved wife and queen. The name “Taj Mahal” was derived from the name of Shah

Jahan’s wife, Mumtaz Mahal, which means crown of palaces.

Taj Mahal represents the finest architectural and artistic achievement. The

mausoleum was constructed of pure white marble. The white marble is inlaid with

semi-precious stones (including jade, crystal, lapis lazuli, amethyst and turquoise)

that form the intricate designs. Its central dome reaches a height of 240 feet (73

meters). The dome is surrounded by four smaller domes. Four slender towers, or

minarets, stand at the corners. Inside the mausoleum, an octagonal marble chamber

adorned with carvings and semi-precious stones house the false tomb of Mumtaz

Mahal. Her actual remains lie below, at garden level.

Taj Mahal shows shades of magnificent beauty at different time during the

day. At dawn when the first rays of the sun hits the dome of this epic monument, it

radiates like a heavenly pinkish palace. At daytime, when the sky is bright and clear,

the Taj looks milky white. At a moonlit night when the full moon rays fall on the

glistening white marble, the cool moon rays reflect back from the white marble and

give the Taj Mahal a tinge of blue color. It’s simply breathtaking! With such beauty,

no wonder that Taj Mahal becomes one of the Seven Wonders of the World.



Table IV.1 

Analysis of students’ errors in pronouncing English consonants [z], [ŋ], [ʤ], [ʧ], [r], [v], and [ð]. 

(Rater) 

No  

Focus words 

Dictionary Transcription Subject 

(students) 

Total 

of 

student

s 

Phonetic 

spelling 

As recorded 

1. Is 

Was 

His 

Rays 

Stones  

Carvings 

Designs 

/ɪ z/ 

/w ɑ z/ 

/h ɪ z/ 

/r e z/ 

/s t o n z/ 

/k ɑ r v ɪ ŋ z/ 

/d ɪ z ɑɪ n z/ 

 

/ɪ s/ 

 

/w a s/ 

 

 

 

/w ə z/ 

 

/h ɪ s/ 

 

 

 

/r a ɪ s/ 

 

 

 

/r e i s/ 

 

/r a i/ 

 

/s t o n s/ 

 

 

 

/c a r v i ŋ/ 

 

 

/s e r v i ŋ/ 

 

/k e r v i ŋ/ 

 

 

/k ɑ r v ɪ ŋ s/ 

ALL 

 

S1, S2, S3, S4, S5, S7, S8, S9, 

S10, S11, S12, S13, S14, S15, 

S17, S19,  

 

S6, s16,  

 

S1, S2, S3, S4, S5, S6, S7, S8, 

S9, S10, S11, S12, S13, S14, 

S15, S16, S17, S18, S19, S20 

 

S2, S3, S4, S5, S7, S8, S9, 

S11, S13, S15, S17, S18, S19, 

S20 

 

S1, S6, S10, S12, S14, S16 

 

S7 

 

S1, S3, S2, S4, S5, S6, S7, S8, 

S9, S10, S11, S12, S13, S15, 

S16, S17, S18, S19, S20 

 

S7, S8, S9, S13, S17, S18, 

S19 

 

S3   

 

S2, S4, S5, S9, S10, S11, S12, 

S14, S15, S16,  

 

S1, S6, S8, S20 

 



 

/d i s a i n/ 

 

 

 

/d ə s a i n/ 

 

/d ɪ z ɑɪ n s/ 

 

 

S4, S5, S7, S8, S9, S10, S11, 

S12, S13, S14, S15, S17, S18, 

S19 

 

S2, S3, S20   

 

S1, S6, S15, S16,  

 

2. Glistening 

Standing 

Including 

/’g l ɪ s ə n ɪ ŋ/ 

/s t æ n d ɪ ŋ/ 

/ɪ n’klu:dɪŋ/ 

 

/g l i s t e n i ŋ/ 

 

 

/g l a i s e n i ŋ/ 

 

/’g l ɪ s ə n ɪ ŋ/ 

 

/s t æ n d ɪ ŋ/ 

 

/s t e n d i ŋ/ 

 

 

 

/ɪ n’klu:dɪŋ/ 

S2, S3, S7, S8. S9, S10, S11, 

S15, S16, S17, S18, S19, S20 

 

S1, S5 

 

S10, S12, S13, S14 

 

S1, S6 

 

S2, S3,S4, S5, S7, S8, S9, 

S10, S11, S12, S13, S14, S15, 

S16, S17, S18, S19, S20 

 

S1, S2, S3, S4, S5,  S6, S7, 

S8, S9, S10, S11, S12, S13, 

S14, S15, S16, S17, S18, S19, 

S20 

 

3. Tinge 

Majestically 

Jade 

/ t ɪ n ʤ/ 

/ m ə ʤ ε s t ɪ 

k l i/ 

/ ʤ e d/ 

 

/t i  ŋ/ 

 

 

 

/ t ɪ n ʤ/ 

 

/ m ə ʤ ε s t ɪ k l i/ 

 

 

/m a j e s t i k o l i/ 

 

/m a ʤ e s t e k l i/ 

 

/m a ʤ I s t I k e l i/ 

 

 

S1, S2, S3, S4, S5, S7, S8, 

S10, S11, S12, S13, S15, S16, 

S17, S18, S19, S20 

 

S14 

 

S1, S10, S12, S13, S14, S15, 

S16, S20 

 

S1, S4, S6 

 

S2, S7 

 

S5, S8, S9, S11, S17, S18, 

S2O 

 

 



/m a ʤ I s t I s e l i/ 

 

/ ʤ e d/ 

 

 

 

/j i d i/ 

 

/j a d e/ 

 

 

S19 

 

S3, S5, S8, S9, S10, S11, S12, 

S13, S14, S15, S16, S17, S18, 

S19, S20 

 

S3, S4, S6 

 

S7 

4. Architectural 

Achievement 

Actually 

Actual 

/ ,ɑ:kətεkʧərəl/ 

/ ə ʧ i v m ə nt/ 

/ æ k ʧ ℧ ə l i/ 

/ æ k ʧ ℧ ə l i/ 

 

/a r s i t e k  t u r a l/ 

 

 

 

/ a r k i t e k t u r a l/ 

 

/a r s i k t r o l/ 

 

/a r t i k u l t r a l/ 

 

/ a r tʃ i t e k t u r a l/ 

 

 

/ ə ʧ i v m ə nt/ 

 

 

/a s i f m e n/ 

 

 

/a s i f i s m e n/ 

 

/a ʧ i f m ə n/ 

 

/ æ k ʧ ℧ ə l i/ 

 

 

 

/ æ k t u ə l i/ 

 

/a k t u a l/ 

 

S1, S5, S7, S8, S10, , S11, 

S12, S13, S14, S15, S18, S19, 

S20 

 

S4, S6, S17 

 

S2, 

 

S3, S9 

 

S16, S17, S19 

 

 

S1, S2, S4, S5 S6, S10, S12, 

S14, S16, S18, S20 

 

S7, S8, S9, S11, S13, S15, 

S17, S19, S20 

 

S3 

 

S13 

 

S1, S4, S5, S6, S7, S8, S9, 

S10, S11, S12, S13, S14, S15, 

S16, S20 

 

S17, S18, S19 

 

S3, S7, S8, S11, S15, S17, 

S18, S19 

 



 

/ æ k ʧ ℧ ə l/ 

 

 

/a k s t u ə l/ 

 

 

S4, S5, S6, S10, S12, S13, 

S14, S16, S20 

 

S1, S2, S3, S8, S9 

5. River 

Clear 

Garden 

/ r ɪ v ə r/ 

 

/ k l i r/ 

/’g ɑ : d ə n/ 

 

/r i v ə r/ 

 

 

/r a i v ə r/ 

 

 

 

/k l i r/ 

 

 

 

/g a r d ə n/ 

 

 

 

 

/’g ɑ : d ə n/ 

 

S1, S6, S7, S9, S10, S12, S13, 

S14, S16, S18, S19, S20 

 

S2, S3, S4, S5, S8, S11, S15, 

S17, S20 

 

S2, S3, S5, S6, S7, S8, S9, 

S10, S12, S13, S15, S16, S17, 

S18, S19, S20 

 

S2, S3, S4, S5, S7, S8, S9, 

S10, S11, S12, S13, S14, S15, 

S16, S17, S18, S19, S20 

 

 

 

S6 

 

6. Derived 

 

 

 

Love 

Beloved 

Give 

Heavenly 

Seven 

Level 

/ d i ‘r ɑɪ v d/ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

/l ᴧ v/ 

/b ɪ ‘l ᴧ v d/ 

/g ɪ v/ 

/’h ε v ə n l i/ 

/’s e v ə n/ 

/’l e v ə l/ 

 

/d e r i v e d/ 

 

 

/d e r a I v ə d/ 

 

/ d i ‘r ɑɪ v d/ 

 

 

/d r i v ə d/ 

 

 

/l o v/ 

 

 

 

/l ᴧ v/ 

 

/b I ‘l ʌ v d/ 

S4, S5,S7, S8, S9, S10, S11, 

S13, S14, S17, S18, S19, S20 

 

S3, S4, S9, S11 

 

S1, S6, S10, S12, S14, S15, 

S16, S18 

 

S2, S5, S7, S19 

 

 

S1, S2, S3, S4, S5, S7, S8, S9, 

S10, S11, S12, S13, S14, S15, 

S16, S17, S18, S19, S20 

 

S6 

 

S1, S6, S10, S12, S15, S16, 

 



 

 

/b e l o v e d/ 

 

 

/b I ‘l ʌ v I d/ 

 

/g i f/ 

 

 

 

/g i v/ 

 

/’h ε v ə n l i/ 

 

 

/h e f e n l i/ 

 

/h e v l i/ 

 

/h i v ə n l i/ 

 

 

 

/s e v e n/ 

 

 

/s e f e n/ 

 

/l e v ə l/ 

 

 

/l e f e l/ 

S17, S18 

 

S2, S3, S4, S5,S7, S8, S9, 

S11, S13,  S18, S20 

 

S14, S19 

 

S1, S2, S3, S4, S5, S7, S8, S9, 

S10, S11, S12, S13, S17, S18, 

S20 

 

S6, S14, S15, S16, S19 

 

S1, S6, S10, S12, S14, S15, 

S16, S17 

 

S3, S7, S9, S11, S13 

 

S2 

 

S4, S5, S8, S15, S18, S19, 

S20 

 

 

S3, S5, S7, S10, S12, S14, 

S15, S16, S17, S18, S19, S20 

 

S8, S11, S13 

 

S4, S5, S6, S12, S14, S15, 

S16, S17, S18, S19, S20 

 

S3, S9, S11, S13 

7. The 

 

 

 

 

 

That  

/ð ə/ 

 

 

 

 

 

/ð æ t/. 

/d ə/ 

 

 

 

/ð ə/ 

 

/ð æ t/ 

 

/d æ t/ 

S1, S2, S3, S4, S5,S7, S8, S9, 

S10, S11, S12, S13, S14, S15, 

S16, S17, S18, S19, S20 

 

S6 

 

S1, S6 

 

S2, S3, S4, S5, S7, S8, S9,  

 



S10, S11, S12, S13, S14, S15, 

S16, S17, S18, S19, S20 

Rater 1 

 

 

     Harum Natasha, M.Pd. 

 



Table IV.1

Analysis of students’ errors in pronouncing English consonants

[z], [ŋ],[ʤ], [ʧ], [r], [v], and [ð]. (Rater)

No. Focus words
Dictionary Transcription Subject

(students)
Total

of
stude

nts

Phonetic
spelling

As
recorded

1. Is /ɪz/ /is/ 1,2,3,4,5,6,8,9,10,11,
12,13,14,15,16,17,18,
19,20.

19

Was /wɑz/ /was/ 1,2,3,5,7,8,9,10,11,12
,13,14,15,17,18,19,20 17

His /hɪz/ /his/ 1,3,4,5,6,7,9,10,11,12
,13,14,15,16,17,18,19
,20

18

Rays /rez/ /reis/ 1,6,10,14,15,16,18,19

20
/rais/ 2,3,4,5,7,8,9,11,12,13

,17,20.

Stones /stonz/ /stons/ 1,2,3,4,5,6,7,8,9,10,1
1,12,13,14,15,16,17,1
8,19,20.

20

Carvings /kɑrvɪŋz/ /karviŋs/ 1,6,10,12,15,16,20.

20/karviŋ/ 2,3,4,5,7,8,9,11,13,14
,17,18,19,

Designs /dɪzɑɪnz/ /dizain/ 1,10,14,15.

17
/dəsain/ 2,3,4,5,8,12,17,18.

/dəsains/ 6,19.

/disains/ 9,11,16.

2. Glistening /’glɪsənɪŋ/ /’glɪsənɪŋ/ - -
Standing /stændɪŋ/ /stændɪŋ/ - -
Including /ɪn’klu:dɪŋ/ /ɪn’klu:dɪŋ - -

3. Tinge / t ɪ n ʤ/ /tiŋ/ 1,2,3,4,5,7,9,10,11,13
,17,18,20.

13

Majestically /məʤεstɪkli/ /mastiseli/ 11,19. 2

Jade /ʤ e d/ / ʤ e d/ - -

4. Architectural /ɑ:kətεkʧəəl/ /a:ʧtetural 19

13/a:ʧtər/ 2

/a:tikətrul/ 3,4,7,8,9,11,12,13,15,
18,20.



Achievement /əʧivmənt/ /aʧivimənt 3,7,8,11

6/əvimənt/ 17

/əzivmənt/ 14

Actually /ækʧ℧əli/ /ektəli/ 7,8 7
/ektsəli/ 9,11,13,15,17

Actual /ækʧ℧əl/ /əsəl/ 2

13/ekt℧al/ 3,4,5,8,9,11,12,13,15,
17,19,20.

5. River / r ɪ v ər/ /raifər/ 3 1

Clear / k l i r/ / k l i r/ - -

Garden /’gɑ:dən/ /’gɑ:dən/ - -

6. Derived /di‘rɑɪvd/ /derifəd/ 19 24

/drif/ 5

Love /l ᴧ v/ /ləv/ 2 1

Beloved /bɪ‘lᴧvd/ /bi’lᴧv/ 1 1

Give /g ɪ v/ / g ɪ v/ - -

Heavenly /’hεvənli/ /hεfənli/ 3 1

Seven /’sevən/ /’sevən/ - -

Level /’levəl/ /’levəl/ - -

7. The /ð ə/ /de/ 1,2,5,6,7,8,9,10,11,12
,13,15,16,17,18,19.

16

That /ð æ t/. /tet/ 3,17. 2

Rater 2,

KurniaBudiyanti, M.Pd.



 

Table IV.2 

The Recapitulation of Students’ Errors 

No Students Classification of Error in English Consonants Total 

errors /z/ /ŋ/ /ʤ/ /ʧ/ /r/ /v/ /ð/ 

1 Student 1 7 1 2 2 0 2 1 15 

2 Student 2 7 2 2 2 2 4 2 21 

3 Student 3 7 2 2 3 2 6 2 24 

4 Student 4 7 1 3 2 2 5 2 22 

5 Student 5 7 2 2 2 2 6 2 23 

6 Student 6 7 0 2 1 0 1 1 12 

7 Student 7 7 2 3 4 1 6 2 25 

8 Student 8 7 2 2 4 2 6 2 25 

9 Student 9 7 2 2 4 1 5 2 23 

10 Student 10 7 2 1 1 1 4 1 17 

11 Student 11 7 2 3 4 2 7 1 26 

12 Student 12 7 1 1 2 1 3 1 16 

13 Student 13 7 1 1 4 1 7 1 22 

14 Student 14 7 1 0 2 1 5 1 17 

15 Student 15 7 2 1 3 2 4 1 20 

16 Student 16 7 2 1 1 1 3 1 16 

17 Student 17 7 2 2 4 2 5 2 24 

18 Student 18 7 2 2 3 1 6 1 22 

19 Student 19 7 2 3 3 1 6 1 23 

20 Student 20 7 2 2 2 2 6 1 22 

 Total 140 33 37 53 27 97 28 415 

 Percentage 33,73 7,95 8,92 12,77 6,51 23,37 6,75 100 
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