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ABSTRAK 

 

Maya Indah Permata Sari (2020): Kesalahan Siswa dalam Menggunakan 

Kata Ganti dalam Menulis Teks 

Deskriptif di SMA Negeri 4 Pekanbaru 

 

Berdasarkan penelitian awal peneliti, ditemukan bahwa beberapa siswa kelas 

sepuluh di SMA Negeri 4 Pekanbaru telah diajarkan tentang teks deskriptif tetapi 

masih mendapatkan kesulitan dan membuat kesalahan dalam menulis teks 

deskriptif. Oleh karena itu, tujuan dari penelitian ini adalah untuk mengetahui 

jenis kesalahan yang dibuat oleh siswa dalam menggunakan kata ganti dalam 

menulis teks deskriptif dan kesalahan yang paling umum dibuat oleh siswa dalam 

menggunakan kata ganti dalam menulis teks deskriptif. Kesalahan 

diklasifikasikan oleh teori Dulay. Penelitian ini adalah penelitian deskriptif. 

Subjek penelitian ini adalah siswa kelas sepuluh SMA Negeri 4 Pekanbaru tahun 

akademik 2018/2019 sedangkan objek penelitian ini adalah kesalahan siswa 

dalam menggunakan kata ganti dalam menulis teks deskriptif. Peneliti 

menggunakan teknik acak sederhana untuk mengambil sampel, ada 64 siswa 

sebagai sampel dari 320 siswa. Untuk mengumpulkan data, peneliti menggunakan 

dokumentasi. Berdasarkan analisis data, peneliti menemukan jenis kesalahan yang 

dilakukan oleh siswa dalam menggunakan kata ganti dalam menulis teks 

deskriptif. Total kesalahan yang dilakukan oleh siswa adalah 88 kesalahan. 

Persentase kesalahan Penghilangan adalah 36,40%, Kesalahan Penambahan 

7,95%, Kesalahan Pemilihan 51,10%, dan Kesalahan Penyusunan 4,55%. Dapat 

disimpulkan bahwa kesalahan yang paling umum dibuat oleh siswa adalah 

Pemilihan (51,10%), diikuti oleh Penghilangan (36,40%), Penambahan (7,95%), 

dan kesalahan terendah adalah Penyusunan (4,55%) . 
 

Kata Kunci: Kesalahan, Kata Ganti, Menulis, Teks Descriptif. 
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ABSTRACT 

Maya Indah Permatasari (2020): The Students’ Errors of Using Pronouns in 

Writing Descriptive Text at the State Senior 

High School 4 Pekanbaru. 

 

Based on researcher’s preliminary research, it was found that some of the tenth 

grade students at the State Senior High School 4 Pekanbaru have been taught 

about descriptive text but still get difficulties and make errors in writing 

descriptive text. Therefore, the objectives of this research were to know types of 

errors made by students in using pronouns in writing descriptive text and the most 

common error made by students in using pronoun in writing descriptive text. The 

errors were classified by Dulay’s theory. This research was a descriptive study. 

The subject of this research was the tenth grade students of the state Senior High 

School 4 Pekanbaru in the academic year 2018/2019 while the object of this 

research was the student’s errors in using pronouns in writing descriptive text. 

The researcher used simple random sampling technique to take the sample, there 

were 64 students as sample from 320 students. to collect the data, the researcher 

used documentation. Based on data analysis, the researcher found the types of 

errors made by students in using pronouns in writing descriptive text. The total of 

errors made by students were 88 errors. The percentage of Omission error was 

36,40%, Addition error was 7,95%, Misformation error was 51,10%, and 

Misordering error was 4.55%. it can be concluded that the most common error 

made by students was Misformation (51,10%), followed by  Omission (36,40%), 

Addition (7,95%), and the lowest errors was Misordering (4.55%). 

 

 

 

Key words: Error, Pronouns, Writing, Descriptive Text. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 viii 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 

 ix 

LIST OF CONTENTS 

 

SUPERVISOR APPROVAL .....................................................................  i 

EXAMINER APPROVAL ........................................................................  ii 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT .........................................................................  iii 

ABSTRAK  .................................................................................................  vi 

ABSTRACT ................................................................................................  vii 

viii   ............................................................................................................  ملخص

LIST OF CONTENTS ...............................................................................  ix 

LIST OF TABLES .....................................................................................  xi 

LIST OF CHARTS ....................................................................................  xii 

LIST OF APPENDICES............................................................................  xiii 

CHAPTER I:  INTRODUCTION 

A. Background of the Problem .................................  1 

B. Problem ................................................................  4 

1. Identification of the Problem ......................  4 

2. Limitation of the Problem ..........................  4 

3. Formulation of the Problem ........................  5 

C. Objective and Significance of the Research ........  5 

1. Objectives of the Research .........................  5 

2. Significance of the Research ......................  5 

D. Reasons for Choosing the Title ............................  6 

E. Definitions of the Term ........................................  6 

1. Error ............................................................  7 

2. Pronoun .......................................................  7 

3. Writing ........................................................  7 

4. Descriptive Text  ........................................  8 

CHAPTER II:  REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

A. Theoretical Framework ........................................  9 

1. Error and Error Analysis ............................  9 

2. The Nature of Pronouns ..............................  15 



 
 

 x 

3. The Nature of Writing ................................  18 

4. Descriptive Text .........................................  23 

B. Relevant Research ................................................  25 

C. The Operational Concept .....................................  28 

CHAPTER III:  METHOD OF THE RESEARCH 

A. Research Design...................................................  29  

B. Time and Location of the Research .....................  29 

C. Subject and Object of the Research .....................  29 

D. Population and Sample of the Research...............  30 

E. The Technique of Data Collection .......................  31 

F. The Technique of Data Analysis..........................  31 

CHAPTER IV:  DATA PRESENTATION AND DATA ANALYSIS 

A. Data Presentation .................................................  33 

B. Data Analysis .......................................................  36 

CHAPTER V:  CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

A. Conclusion ...........................................................  52 

B. Suggestion ............................................................  52 

REFERENCES 

APPENDICES 

CURRICULUM VITAE 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 xi 

LIST OF TABLES 

 

Table II.1 Nominative/Subjective Pronouns .........................................  16 

Table II.2 Objective/Accusative Pronouns ...........................................  18 

Table II.3 Possessive Pronouns.............................................................  18 

Table III.1 The Total Population of the Tenth Grade Students of State 

Senior High School 4 Pekanbaru .........................................  30 

Table III.2 The Sample of the Tenth Grade Students of State Senior 

High School 4 Pekanbaru .....................................................  31 

Table IV.1     The Recapulation of Students’ Errors in Using Pronouns 

in Writing Descriptive Text .................................................  34 

Table IV.2     The Frequency of Students’ Errors in Using Pronouns in 

Writing Descriptive Text......................................................  36 

Table IV. 3 The Recapitulation of Students’ Errors in Using Pronouns 

in Writing Descriptive Text  ................................................  37 

Table IV. 4 The Percentage of Students’ Errors in Using Pronouns in 

Writing Descriptive Text......................................................  39 

Table IV. 5 The Description of Students’ Errors in Using Pronouns in 

Writing Descriptive Text......................................................  40 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 

 xii 

LIST OF CHARTS 

 

Chart IV.1 The Frequency of Students’ Errors in Using Pronouns in 

Writing  Descriptive Text.....................................................  35 

Chart IV.2 The Recapitulation of Students’ Errors in Using Pronouns 

in Writing Descriptive Text .................................................  38 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



 
 

 xiii 

LIST OF APPENDICES 

 

Appendix 1 Instrument of Writing Descriptive Text  

Appendix 2  Result of Students in Writing Descriptive Text 

Appendix 3   Results from Raters 

Appendix 4   Recommendation Letters 

Appendix 5 The Syllabus of  the Tenth Grade Students of the State Senior 

High School 4 Pekanbaru 



1 

CHAPTER 1 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Problem 

Language is important skill for human‟s life. Language is also a tool 

for communication. In English language, there are four skills to be mastered.. 

According to Lotherington (2004) the four basic languages abilities are 

commonly regarded as speaking, listening, reading, or writing.  

Writing is one of the four language skills which is very important to 

learn. According to Brown (2001) “writing is thinking process, because 

writing is a process of putting ideas down on paper to transform thought into 

words and give them structure and coherent organization”. Writing is a skill 

used to transfer information and to communicate to other humans by using 

written language. As it know, writing is not easy. Among the skills, writing is 

the most difficult skill to be learnt, because it needs hard thinking in producing 

words, sentences, and paragraph at the same time.  

In Indonesia, some students who learn English are introduced with 

some genres of texts such as recount text, report text, narrative text, 

descriptive text, etc. There are many kinds of genres, one of them is 

descriptive text. Descriptive text is a text to describe people, places, objects, 

and so on. 

In writing descriptive text, students must be able to master grammar. 

Grammar is one of the important aspects in English. Without the ability of 

grammar, it is impossible to communicate the language correctly. According 
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to Richards and Schmidt (2010) grammar is a description of the structure of a 

language and the way in which linguistic units such as words and phrases are 

combined to produce sentences in the language. It usually takes into account 

the meanings and functions these sentences have in the overall system of the 

language. 

  To write descriptive text especially in describing people, the students 

must know the use of pronouns. According to Marsico (2014, p. 5) pronouns 

are words that substitute, or take the place of, a noun or noun phrase. 

Pronouns are usually used in writing and speech as a way of keeping the flow 

of the words smooth by reducing repeated use of the full subject or object 

word. Pronouns is one of function word which makes the sentence 

grammatically correct especially in writing. But, in the most cases, some 

students make some errors of using pronouns in writing desctiptive text.  

Senior High School 4 Pekanbaru is one of the Senior High Schools in 

Pekanbaru. As a formal institution, this school provides the English lesson for 

the students. This school uses curriculum 2013 in teaching. The goal of 

teaching writing is to develop the potential of students to have communicative 

competencies in functional text based on the syllabus of the tenth grade, they 

are two competences, those were called core and basic competence. The core 

competence is comprehending, analyze factual knowledge, procedural based 

on his curiosity about science, technology, art, culture and civilization related 

to phenomena and events, and applying procedural knowledge to specific 

fields of study according to his talents and interests to solve problems. 
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Furthermore, for the basic competences, the students must be able to applying 

social functions, text structures, and linguistic elements of text and writing 

that involve giving and asking for information in accordance with the context 

of its use.  The students at the state Senior High School 4 Pekanbaru, still have 

problems and difficulties in grammar, especially in using pronouns in writing 

descriptive text. The teacher has already taught the students about pronouns, 

but there were some students did not understand it. Their skills is still very far 

from what actually curriculum expected. For instance, the score of 70 as the 

passing grade of English subject was not achieved by almost of students.  

Based on researcher‟s preliminary study at State Senior High School 4 

Pekanbaru, especially at the tenth grade, the researcher found the following 

phenomena: 

1. Most of students often made errors in using possessive adjective  in 

writing descriptive text.  

2. Some of students do not know the function of personal pronouns in writing 

descriptive text.  

3. Some of students do not understand to use the correct possessive pronouns 

in writing descriptive text. 

Considering the explanation above, this situation makes the researcher 

interest to analyze the use of pronouns in writing descriptive text. The 

research was conducted at the State Senior High School 4 Pekanbaru 

furthermore. It relates to kinds of pronouns such as: Personal Pronouns, 

Possessive Pronouns, and Possessive Adjective. 
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Related to the problem and the explanation that stated above, the 

researcher is interesting to investigate the problem into a research and titled: 

“THE STUDENTS’ ERRORS OF USING PRONOUNS IN WRITING 

DESCRIPTIVE TEXT” 

 

B. Problem 

1. Identification of the Problem 

Based on the background explained previously, there are problems 

formulated as follows: 

a. What are the factors most of students often made errors in using 

possessive adjective  in writing descriptive text? 

b. Why some of students do not know the function of personal pronouns 

in writing descriptive text? 

c. Why some of students do not understand to use the correct possessive 

pronouns in writing descriptive text? 

2. Limitation of the Problem 

Based on the identification of the problem, the researcher discovers 

there are some problems in this research, it is important for the researcher 

to limit the problems in order to pay more attention to the specific 

problem. So, the researcher focuses on students errors of using personal 

pronouns, possessive pronouns, and possessive adjective in writing 

descriptive text. 
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3. Formulation of the Problem 

The problem of this research are formulated in following research 

question: 

a. What types of errors made by students in using pronouns in writing 

descriptive text at tenth grade of the state Senior High School 4 

Pekanbaru? 

b. What is the most common error made by students in using pronouns in 

writing descriptive text at the tenth grade of state Senior High School 4 

Pekanbaru? 

 

C. Objectives and Significance of the Research 

1. Objectives of the research 

a. To know types of errors made by students in using pronouns in writing 

descriptive text at the tenth grade of state Senior High School 4 

Pekanbaru. 

b. To know the most common error made by students in using pronouns 

in writing descriptive text at the tenth grade of state Senior High 

School 4 Pekanbaru. 

2. Significance of the research 

a. Hopefully, this research is able to contribute some benefits to the 

researcher as a novice research, especially in learning how to conduct a 

research. 
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b. For the teachers, this research will help them to determine the most 

appropriate ways and methods to apply in the classroom to help the 

students avoid making grammatical errors. 

c. Giving information about students‟ errors of using pronouns in writing 

descriptive text will motivate the students of SMA 4 Pekanbaru to 

improve their English grammar in their English writing. 

d. Finally, these research finding are also expected to be the practical and 

theoretical information to the development of the theorist of language 

learning in general. 

 

D. Reasons for Choosing the Tittle 

There are some reasons why the researcher is interested at carrying out 

this research. The reasons of choosing tittle were: 

1. The tittle of this research was relevant with the research‟s status as a 

student of English Education Department. 

2. The tittle of this research was not yet investigated by other previous 

researchers in UIN SUSKA Riau. 

3. The location of this research facilitates the research in doing this research. 

 

E. Definition of the Term 

There were so many terms involving in this research. In order to avoid 

misunderstanding towards the term used, thus following terms were necessary 

defined: 
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1. Error 

Brown (2000, p. 217) defines error as noticeable deviation from 

adult grammar of native speaker, reflect the competence of learner. Error 

refers to the competence of error where the student do not recognize their 

error and can not be self-corrected. It means error occurs because the 

learners do not know what is correct.  

The researcher focused on the students‟ errors of using pronouns in 

writing descriptive text. Afterward, the researcher analyzed students‟ 

sentences to give some correction of their writing at the tenth grade of 

state Senior High School 4 Pekanbaru.  

2. Pronoun 

In grammar, a pronoun is defined as a word or phrase that may be 

substituted for a noun or noun phrase. According to Prastowo (2015, p. 

108) pronoun is words in a sentence use to replace nouns, so they are not 

used than once. In writing descriptive text especially in describing people, 

almost all of sentences use pronouns. 

3. Writing 

Writing is an activity of exploring the writer’s thought to arrange 

the ideas into words which are communicated in meaningful way. Zamel 

in Jozsef (1992, p. 5), writing allows us to represent to ourselves our 

learning, our ways of making meaning, teaches us the most profound 

lesson about how we read, write, and use language, about what it means to 

know.  



 

 
 

8 

4. Descriptive Text 

Oshima (2006, p. 50) stated that descriptive writing appeals to the 

senses, so it tells how something looks, feels, smells, tastes, and/or sounds. 

However in this research, descriptive text is a text that learned by students 

at the tenth grade of state Senior High School 4 Pekanbaru. 
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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF LITERATURE 

 

A. Theoretical Framework 

1. Error and Error Analysis 

a. The Definition of Error 

Learning a foreign language is not the same as learning our 

native language. That‟s the reason it is common and unavoidable when 

the students make errors in learning a foreign language. Thus, it is 

impossible that the learner never make some errors in language 

learning activity.  

Errors in foreign language teaching especially in English are 

the cases which are difficult to avoid. According to Corder (1981) 

Errors are described by the application of linguistic theory to the data 

of erroneous utterances delivered by a student or a gathering of 

students. Moreover Richard and Schmidt (2010) stated that errors is 

the use of a linguistic item (e.g. a word, a grammatical item, a speech 

act, etc.) in a way which a fluent or native speaker of the language sees 

as indicating flawed or fragmented learning.. In addition, Dulay (1982) 

claimed that errors are the flawed side of learner speech or writing. 

They are those parts of conversation or composition that deviate from 

some selected norm of mature language performance. Based on some 

definitions from the experts above, the researcher would like to define 

what error is. The researcher concluded that error is the natural process 
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made by language learners in learning a new form of a language which 

shows the different competence in every language learner. For 

students, error is important, because from making an error the students 

can learn how to make a good correction. 

b. The Definition of Error Analysis 

Error analysis is the analysis of kind and quantity of error that 

occurs on students. To know errors which are made by students, 

teacher must do error analysis. According to Corder (1982) error 

analysis is part of the methodology of investigating the language 

learning process. English teacher should do error analysis because it is 

important to get understanding the process of foreign language and 

what is the best strategy to teach the students in order to master the 

target language. After conductiong the study of error, the teacher can 

improve their teaching method and try out to find some solutions to 

solve problems faced by students. 

Based on those definitions above, it can be concluded that error 

analysis is a process of observing and distinguishing the deviation of 

the guidelines of the second language learning made by student and it 

is passed to get data on regular troubles faced by students. 

c. Differences Between Error and Mistake 

Error and mistake have different meaning. At this point Corder 

in Fisiak (1981) introduces an important disctintion between „errors 

and mistake‟. Mistakes are deviations due to performance factors such 
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as memory limitations (eg. Mistakes in the sequence of tenses and 

agreement in long sentences), spelling pronunciations, fatigue, 

emotional strain, etc. They are typically random and are readily 

corrected by the learner when his attention is drawn to them. On the 

other hand, errors are systematic, consistent deviances characteristic of 

the learner‟s linguistic system at a given stage of learning. It means, an 

error cannot be self-corrected while mistake can be self-corrected if the 

deviation is pointed out to the speaker.  

d. The Cause of Errors 

Richards (1973), divided cause of errors as follow: 

1. Over-generalization 

Over-generalization covers instances where the learner 

creates a deviant structure on the basis of his/her experience of 

other structures in the target language. 

2. Ignorance of rule of restriction 

Closely related to the generalization of deviant structures is 

failure to observe the restrictions of existing structures, that is, the 

application of rules contexts where they do not apply. 

3. Incomplete application of rules 

The occurence of structures whose deviancy represents the 

degree of development of the rules required to produce acceptable 

utterances. 
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4. False concepts hypothesized  

This is a faulty rule learning at various level, there is a class 

of developmental error, which derived from faulty comprehension 

of distraction in the target language. 

e. The Steps of Error Analysis 

According to Ellis (1997) the steps of error analysis as follow: 

1. Identifying Errors 

The first step is identifying errors. On this step, the 

researcher identifies all errors which are made by students. 

2. Describing Errors 

Once all the errors have been identified, the researcher 

described it and classified into types of error. 

3. Explaining Errors 

On this step, the researcher explains why students make 

errors. 

4. Error Evaluation 

The purpose of the error analysis is to help learners learn  

L2, there is a need to evaluate errors. 

f. The Types of Error 

According to Dulay (1982) a surface strategy taxonomy 

highlights the ways surface structures are altered: learners may omit 

necessary items or add unnecessary ones, they may misform items or 

misorder them. 
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Analyzing errors from a surface strategy perspectives holds 

much promise for researcher concerned with identifying cognitive 

processes that underlie the learner‟s reconstruction of the new 

language. 4 types of errors based on a surface strategy taxonomy, as 

follows: 

1. Omission 

Omission errors are characterized by the absence of an item 

that must appear in a well-formed utterance. 

2. Additions 

Addition errors are the opposite of omissions. They are 

characterized by the presence of an item which must not appear in 

a well-formed utterance. Addition errors usually occur in the later 

stages of second language acquisition, when the learner has already 

acquired some target language rules. In fact, addition errors result 

from the all-too-faithful use of certain rules.  

They are three types of addition errors: 

a. Double Markings 

Many addition errors are more accurately described as the 

failure to delete certain items which are required in some linguistic 

constructions, but not in others. For example: “her is beautiful” 

which the correct one is “she is beautiful”. 
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b. Regularization 

A rule typically applies to a class of linguistics items, such 

as the class of main verbs or the class of nouns. In most languages, 

however, some members of a class are exceptions to the rule.  

c. Simple addition 

Errors are the “grab bag” subcategory of additions. If an 

addition error is not a double marking nor a regularization, it is 

called a simple addition. No particular features characterize simple 

additions other than those that characterize all addition errors-the 

use of an item which should not appear in a well-formed utterance. 

3. Misformation 

Misformation errors are characterized by the use of the wrong 

form of the morpheme or structure. While in omission errors the item 

is not supplied at all, in misformation errors, the learners supplies 

something, although it is incorrect. Three types of misformations have 

been frequently reported in the literature: 

a. Regularization Errors 

Regularization errors that fall under the misformation 

category are those in which a regular marker is used in place of an 

irregular one. For example: “hisself” while the correct one is 

“himself” 
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b. Archi-forms 

The selection of one member of a class of forms to 

represent others in the class is a common characteristics of all 

stages of second language acquisition. For example, learners may 

select one member of the class of personal pronouns to function for 

several others in the class, like: “give me that”, “me hungry”. 

c. Alternating Forms 

As the learner‟s vocabulary and grammar grow, the use of 

archi-forms often gives way to the apparently fairly free alternation 

of various members of a class with each other. For example, 

demonstratives: “those cat”, “this cats”. 

4. Misordering 

Misordering errors are characterized by the incorrect placement 

of a morpheme or group of morphemes in an utterance. For example: 

“he is all the time late” while the correct one is “he is late all the time”, 

all the time is misordered. 

2. The Nature of Pronouns 

Grammar is one of important aspects in English. Without the 

ability of grammar, it is impossible to communicate the language 

correctly. According to Brown (1994) grammar is the system of rules 

governing the conventional arrangement and relationship of words in 

sentence. That‟s why grammar is very important in studying English. In 
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grammar, we should learn about tenses, adverb, prepositions, conjunction, 

verb, adjective, noun, and pronouns.  

In general, pronouns allow us to point to or mention someone or 

something without naming them directly. They enable us to to pass on 

subjective and quantitative highlights of people and things and to connect 

principle and dependent clauses by referring to something that is contained 

in the preceding sentence (Gobetti, 2006). Eventhough pronouns often 

replace nouns or names, as stated by Kolln (2011) pronouns are words that 

stand for nouns.  

Marsico (2014) claimed that pronouns are words that substitute, or 

take the place of, a noun or noun phrase. Pronouns are usually used in 

writing and speech as a way of keeping the flow of the words smooth by 

reducing repeated use of the full subject or object word. Pronouns are 

usually come after the noun they are replacing. As a result, pronoun is one 

of term that important in writing a text.  

According to William (2005) divided pronouns into seven types of 

pronouns, they are; personal pronouns, reciprocal pronouns, relative 

pronoun, demonstrative pronouns, possessive pronouns, indefinite 

pronouns, and reflexive pronouns. 

On the other hand According Kardimin (2016) pronouns are 

grouped into 8 types as follows: 

A. Personal Pronouns ( I, she, he, it, we, they, you, us, them, him, her). 

B. Demonstrative Pronouns ( this, that, these, those). 
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C. Indefinite Pronouns ( all, any, anything, somebody, etc) 

D. Relative Pronouns (who, whose, whom, which, what). 

E. Recripocal Pronouns (each, other, another, etc). 

F. Reflexive Pronouns (myself, yourself, himself, etc) 

G. Possessive Pronouns ( my, your, its, our, etc). 

H. Interrogative Pronouns (who, what, which). 

a. The Concepts of Personal Pronouns, Possessive Pronouns and 

Possessive Adjective 

a) Personal Pronouns 

Kardimin (2016) stated that personal pronoun is person 

pronouns that show the speaker (first person), interlocutor (second 

person), and the person being talked about (third person). The 

functions of personal pronoun: 

1) Nominative/Subjective is self-pronoun which becomes the 

subject  (main sentence) in the sentence. Subject pronouns may 

be used to begin sentences and also be used to rename the 

subject. 

Table II.1 

Nominative/Subjective Pronouns 

 

 Singular Plural 

First Person I We 

Second Person You You 

Third Person She, He, It They 

Example: We Should obey our parents. 

It was she who decided we should go to Hawaii. 
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2) Objective/accusative is pronouns that become object in 

sentence. 

Table II.2 

Objective/Accusative Pronouns 

 

 Singular Plural 

First Person Me Us 

Second Person You us 

Third Person Him, Her, It You 

Example: Can you tell me where he lives? 

 Both of us are having dinner yesterday 

b) Possessive Pronoun and Possessive Adjective 

Possessive pronoun is pronouns that indicate ownership or 

belonging. According to Kolln (1999) possessive pronoun consists 

of:  

Table II.3 

                                 Possessive Pronouns and Possessive Adjective 

 

 Singular Plural 

First Person My, Mine Our, Ours 

Second Person  Your, Yours Yours 

Third Person His, Her, Its Their, Theirs 

Example:  Mr. Maria is their teacher. 

             They are his friends.  

3. The Nature of Writing 

Writing is an important part of language teaching, it also functions 

as an essential tool for learning. According Bullock (2006) all writing has 

a purpose. We write to explore our thoughts and emotions, to express 

ourselves, to entertain; to account words and occasions, to speak with 

others, to attempt to convince others to accept as we do or to carry on in 
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specific manners. In writing there are many types of writing, it can be 

paragraph writing, essay writing, and so on. 

According to Brown (2001) “writing is thinking process, because 

writing is a process of putting ideas down on paper to transform thought 

into words and give them structure and coherent organization”. It means, 

students must be able to write descriptive text by knowing the components 

of writing. 

According to Harris in Syafii‟s (1977) there are five general 

components of good writing. The components are: 

1. Content 

The substance of writing, the ideas expressed. 

2. Form  

The organization of content 

3. Grammar  

The employment of grammatical forms and syntactic patterns. 

4. Style 

The choice of structure and lexical items to give a particular 

tone or flavor to the writing. 

5. Mechanics 

The use of graphic conventional of the language. Such as: 

spelling, punctuation, etc. 
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a. The Purposes of Writing 

When we write, our purpose for writing falls into one of three 

categories. They are: 

1. To entertain 

The only goal is to give our audience something to enjoy. 

2. To inform 

Writing has purpose to inform something. Such as event, 

procedure or news that teel the reader about some information. 

3. To persuade 

The goal is to get your audience to think a certain way, agree 

with you, and do something. 

b. The Process of Writing 

Good writing is more than just sitting down and "talking" on a 

piece of paper. Good writing involves thinking, planning, writing, and 

revising. According to Hogue (2008) The process of writing has 

roughly four steps. They are: 

1. Freewriting  

According to Oshima (2006) Freewriting is a 

conceptualizing movement in which you write freely about a 

topic because you are looking for a specific focus. While you are 

writing, one idea will spark another idea. As with listing, the 

purpose of freewriting is to generate as many ideas as possible 
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and to write them down without worrying about appropriateness, 

grammar, spelling, logic, or organization. 

2. Write the first draft 

In the first draft, write paragraph in rough form without 

worrying too much about errors. Write your rough draft as 

quickly as you can without stopping to think about grammar, 

spelling, or punctuation. Just get your ideas down on paper. 

3. Edit the first draft. 

Edit your paragraph. When you edit something, you check 

it and make changes and corrections. Editing is usually a two-step 

process: 

a. In the first step, you check the paragraph as a whole.  

b. In the second step, you check the paragraph for good form, 

organization, grammar, punctuation, spelling, and so on. 

4. Write the final copy 

Write a neat final copy of your paragraph. The corrections 

made by the writer include these:  

a. Crossed out unnecessary sentences.  

b. Added missing subjects and verbs.  

c. Moved sentences.  

d. Changed the ending to match the beginning. 
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c.  The Types of Writing 

The type of writing system which exist in the native language 

is an important factor in determining to easy of speech with which 

student learn to write. As learner who learn language must know the 

genre of text itself. There are several types of text that involve in 

writing, they are: 

1. Narrative Text 

Narrative text is a text that aims to entertain the readers. 

this text relates to past events that lead to a crisis, which ultimately 

finds a solution. The structure of narrative text: orientation, 

complication, resolution, re-orientation. 

2. Descriptive Text 

Descriptive text is a text to describe people, place, or 

things. The structure of descriptive text: identification, description. 

3. Procedure Text 

Procedure text is a text that tell to audience the process how 

to make or use something. The structure of this text are 

introduction and the process. 

4. Report Text 

Report text is a text that aims to describe something in 

general and contains information that is real and logical, without 

the involvement of personal opinions from the author, usually 

includes various objects / things that exist in nature, things that 
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human made and social phenomena that occur. The structure of 

this text are general classification and description. 

5. Recount Text 

Recount text is a text that recounts an event that happened 

in the past. The structure of this text are orientation, events, and re-

orientation. 

4. Descriptive Text 

a. Definition of Descriptive Text 

Descriptive text is one of the genre of text that is taught in 

senior High School in education institution of Indonesia. According to 

Oshima (2006) Descriptive writing appeals to the senses, so it tells 

how something looks, feels, smells, tastes, and/or sounds. A good 

description is like a "word picture", the reader can imagine the object, 

place, or person in his or her mind.  In addition, Pratama (2012) stated 

that description enables the categorization or classification of an 

almost infinite range of experiences, observations and interactions into 

a system that orders them for immediate and future reference, and 

allow us to know them either objectively or subjectively. 

 It can be conclude that descriptive text is a text to describe 

what things or living things that we describe, either in appearance, 

smell, sound, texture, number, or the properties of these objects or 

living things. 
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b. The Purpose of Descriptive Text 

According to Clouse (2008) divided the purpose of descriptive 

text into six, they are; to entertain, to express feelings, to relate 

experience, To inform (for a reader unfamiliar with the subject), to 

inform (to create a fresh appreciation for the familiar), to persuade (to 

convince the reader that some music videos degrade women). 

c. Generic Structure of Descriptive Text 

a. Identification 

This section is used to identify the person, place, or certain 

object that will be described. 

b. Description 

This section is used to identify people, places, or certain 

objects in detail, including parts, quality, and characteristics. So, in 

this section the reader will have an idea of something that will be 

explained. 

d. The Language Feature of Descriptive Text 

a. Using simple present tense. 

b. Using adjectives.  

c. Using linking verb. 

d. Using adverb. 
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e. Example of Descriptive Text 

My Beloved Mother 

Identification 

Every people certainly have a mother. It is because people are born from 

her. The existence of her among us is definitely important. That is why I love her 

so much. I owe great debt to what she has been doing to me until right now. And 

here is my mother. 

Description 

My mother‟s name is Khodijah. She was born 49 years ago. She is short, 

but not too short. She is little fat. And she is old. She has got short white straight 

hair. She has got brown skin. She is beautiful. Her hand is so soft, the hand that 

have taught me to be kind person. She never stops to support me. She always tells 

me to not give up so easily. She always gives me some fine solutions when I have 

some problems. The importance of her is never denied. That is why I never reject 

her willing. 

B. Relevant Research 

The first relevant research is a research that was conducted by Richard 

Liunardi (2018) entitled “Personal Pronoun errors found in descriptive texts 

written by English Department Writing B students”. Students in the English 

department of Widya Mandala Catholic University are expected to master 

English, one of the examples of mastering English is by writing. Descriptive 

text is a kind of text in which the writer gives detail information or 

characteristics of a person, place, object, or anything else. The purpose in 
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writing descriptive text is to bring all the aspects in descriptive story such as 

object, place, person to life for the reader. Personal pronoun is pronoun that 

primarily replaces things based on their status – 1st person, 2nd person, or 3rd 

person. In descriptive text, personal pronouns are often used to replace a 

certain noun, but some of the teacher candidates in English Education Study 

Program still commit mistakes in using personal pronouns. Through this 

research, the writer aims to find out the types of personal pronoun errors the 

writing B students made in their descriptive texts, the most common mistake 

from the types of personal pronoun errors occurred in Writing B students‟ 

descriptive texts, and possible sources of error that the students encounter. The 

method used in this research is a non-experimental study using descriptive 

study. The subject of the study is the 43 writing B students‟ descriptive texts 

on final exam. The research instruments in this research are the students‟ final 

exams and a triangulator. Then writer identifies, analyzes, and classifies the 

personal pronouns errors occurred in the students‟ descriptive text Then, the 

writer will conduct some interview sessions for students of each class whose 

works contain a lot of personal pronoun errors. The result of this study shows 

that the errors of subjective pronoun (44%), objective pronoun (22,5%), 

possessive adjective (31,5%), possessive pronoun (1%), and reflexive pronoun 

(1%). The most common error is subjective pronoun which represents 44% of 

total errors. There are 5 possible causes the first one is the students often focus 

more on the content rather than the grammar, the second one is the students 

lack of time, the third one is the students lack of grammar mastery, the fourth 
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one is the students do not self-proofread, and the last one is the students‟ 

inconsistency in using subject and pronoun. 

The second relevant research is a research that was conducted by 

Ainun Najah (2017) entitled “An Analysis of Students‟ Error in Using 

Personal Pronoun on Writing Descriptive Text (A Case Study of the Second 

Grade of MA Bany Nawawi Gelereng - Cilegon)”.  This research investigates 

the students‟ error in using personal pronoun, especially it is written in the title 

of this research paper that is “An Analysis of Students‟ Error in Using 

Personal Pronoun on Writing Descriptive Text”. The research is conducted 

based on the main problems (1) What are the most often types of errors make 

by students in using personal pronoun on writing descriptive text? (2) Why did 

many students make error in using personal pronoun on writing descriptive 

text?.In reference to the afro-mentioned research problem, this research is 

aimed at (1) To know the type of writing error commonly make by students of 

MA Bany Nawawi in using personal pronoun on writing descriptive text (2) 

To know the reason many students of MA Bany Nawawi make the error in 

using personal pronoun on writing descriptive. To answer the questions, the 

subject of the research is students of second grade in MA Bany Nawawi 

Gelereng - Cilegon. The subject of the research is class XI A which 21 

students. Since the research used case study, the data is gathered through test 

of writing descriptive text and interview. From the analysis, the writer 

concludes there are many students make error in using personal pronoun on 

writing descriptive text. (1) The percentage of the students‟ make error in 
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using personal pronoun on writing descriptive text is the writer conclude that 

the error of selection is highest error produced by students with percentage 

75%, the second level is error of omission (15,62%), the third level is error of 

ordering (10,94%) and the last is error of addition with percentage 7,81%.(2) 

The causes of error make by students of MA BanyNawawi are caused by 

students‟ learning strategy and teaching technique. 

 

C. The Operational Concept 

According to Syafi‟i (2018, p. 103) operational concepts are derived 

from related theoretical concepts on all of the variables that should be 

practically and empirically operated in academic writing-a research paper.  

In this research, the writer used one variable- error of using pronouns 

in writing descriptive text had become (X) variable. The researcher determines 

become indicators related to error of using pronouns in writing descriptive text 

by using Dulay‟s theory. The indicators of the errors are: 

1. The students make omission errors in using pronouns.  

2. The students make addition errors in using pronouns.  

3. The students make misformation errors in using pronouns.  

4. The students make misordering errors in using pronouns.  
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CHAPTER III 

METHOD OF THE RESEACRH 

 

A. Research Design 

This research was a descriptive study. The purpose of the research was 

to gain information about phenomena in order to describe existed condition in 

the field. The research consist one variable. According to Gay et. al (2012) 

descriptive quantitative research is the collection and analysis of numerical 

data to describe, explain, predict, or control phenomena of interest. In addition 

Creswell (2012) stated that quantitative research is identifies a research 

problem based on trends in the field or on the need to explain why something 

occurs. Describing a trend means that the research problem can be answered 

best by a study in which the researcher seeks to establish the overall tendency 

of responses from individuals and to note how this tendency varies among 

people. The research focused on student‟s errors in using pronouns in writing 

descriptive text. 

 

B. Time and Location of the Research 

This research was conducted at the state Senior High School 4 

Pekanbaru in academic year 2018/2019  from April until May 2019. 

 

C. Subject and Object of the Research 

The subject of this research was the tenth grade students of the state 

Senior High School 4 Pekanbaru in the academic year 2018/2019. The object 
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of this research was the student‟s errors in using pronouns in writing 

descriptive text. 

 

D. Population and Sample 

The population of this research was the tenth grade students from 

science and social class which consist 9 classes. The member of tenth grade 

students from science and social class was 320 students.  

Table III.1 

The Total Population of the Tenth Grade Students of State Senior High 

School 4 Pekanbaru 

 

No Classes Total of the Students 

1 X IPA 1 36 

2 X IPA 2 36 

3 X IPA 3 36 

4 X IPA 4 37 

5 X IPA 5 36 

6 X IPS 1 35 

7 X IPS 2 34 

8 X IPS 3 35 

9 X IPS 4 35 

             Total 320 

 

The population above is large. So, the researcher needs to take the 

sample by using simple random sampling. According to Ary et. al (2006) 

simple random sampling is all members of the population have an equal and 

independent chance of being included. Furthermore, the intent of simple 

random sampling is to choose individuals to be sampled who will be 

representative of the population. However, according to Arikunto (2006) if the 

population more than 100, the researcher should take the sample in the range 
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of 10-15% or 20-25% from the population of the sample. Therefore, the 

researcher took 20% from the total population. So, the samples of this method 

are 64 students. 

 Table III.2 

The Sample of the Tenth Grade Students of State Senior High 

School 4 Pekanbaru 

No Class Total of the Students Sample (20%) 

1 X IPA 1 36 7 

2 X IPA 2 36 7 

3 X IPA 3 36 7 

4 X IPA 4 37 8 

5 X IPA 5 36 7 

6 X IPS 1 35 7 

7. X IPS 2 34 7 

8 X IPS 3 35 7 

9 X IPS 4 35 7 

Total 320 64 

 

E. The Technique of Data Collection 

To get the data about the students‟ errors of using pronouns in writing 

descriptive text, the researcher used documentation obtained from the teacher. 

According to Best and Kahn (2005) the analysis of document or content 

analysis is concerned with the explanation of the status of some phenomenon 

at a particular time or it‟s development over period of time. The data of the 

students‟ writing descriptive text was analyzed to know the types of errors. 

 

F. The Technique of Data Analysis 

In this research, the data was analyzed by making a list of students‟ 

errors in using pronouns in writing descriptive text, then the researcher 

checked the answers that made by the students to see whether they used 
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correct pronouns or not and classifying the students‟ errors, then the 

researcher calculated their percentages of errors. The researcher calculated 

their percentages of errors using formula by Sudjiono (2004) as follow: 

  
 

 
        

Where : 

P : Number of percentage 

F : Obtained frequency 

N : Number of frequency/ sample  
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

 

A. Conclusion 

The objectives of this research were to find the types of errors of using 

pronouns in writing descriptive text and to find the most common error in 

using pronoun in writing descriptive text at state Senior High School 4 

Pekanbaru. Based on the data described in the previous chapter, the researcher 

found the students committed to four types of error based on Dulay‟s theory, 

they are omission, addition, misformation, and misordering. Misformation was 

the most common error made by the students in this research. 

It can be concluded that the total number of errors of omission are 32 or 

36.40%, the total number of errors of addition are 7 or 7.95%, the total number 

of errors of misformation are 45 or 51.10% and the total number of errors of 

misordering are 4 or 4.55%. From the calculation of the data, misformation 

errors are the most common error made by the tenth grade students of state 

Senior High School 4 Pekanbaru with the percentage 45 errors or 51.10%, 

followed by omission errors with the percentage 32 errorr or 36.40%, addition 

errors with the percentage 7 errors or 7.95%, and the lowest errors was 

misordering with the percentage 4 errors or 4.55%. 

 

B. Suggestions  

Based on conclusion, there are some suggestions for teachers, and the 

students: 
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1. Suggestion for English Teacher 

a. The teacher should give special time to explain pronouns, because in 

English and Indonesian language there are no different and it makes 

student confused.  

b. The teacher should improve himself/herself in transferring the 

material to overcome the students‟ problem in learning pronouns and 

make them aware of their errors. 

c. The teacher should give interesting topics which are familiar for the 

students, so they can enjoy and motivate them in writing. 

d. The teacher should choose the method, technique, model, and strategy 

to make students pay more attention about the material in teaching 

and learning process especially in writing and understanding in the 

use of pronouns. 

2. Suggestions for Students 

a. The students should try to memorise and understand all types of 

personal pronouns, possessive pronouns and the meaning of each 

pronouns. 

b.  The students should improve their understanding on English grammar 

especially in using the proper personal and possessive pronouns in 

sentence.  

c. The students should increase their ability of writing by understanding 

the materials of given by the teacher and also do more practice in 

writing regularly. 
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