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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

I.1. The Background of Problem

English plays very important aspect in communication, technologies, new

discoveries and education in the globalization era,. Besides, English is used as an

international spoken language. More than million people around the world,

speaking and interacting in English every day. Not only in communication, but

also in the technologies and new discoveries, most of the directional language

uses English. One of the contributions of English in education is for a source of

knowledge.

Komang et al (2014) state that English is not only used for communication

among people from different countries, but also it is used for providing a source of

knowledge. In addition, Beacco and Byram (2003) state that English is learned by

the people for a tool of communication, a source of knowledge and for interaction

from one to the others.

In national curriculum of Indonesia, English is a compulsory subject, and

it has been learned from Elementary school up to University. In curriculum 2013

and KTSP, English is a compulsory subject for the students, whether at

Elementary until senior high school level (Kemendikbud:2013).

Learning style is a combination of how the students absorb, organize and

process information. Learning style is not only aspects of the face information,

see, hear, write and say, but also aspects information process, analytical. A good
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student knows about the way how he or she learns it. Each person has his/her own

ways of learning, and it depends on his/her intelligence or capability. Learning

style will influence his or her success in learning. In education, learning styles

become an important role in teaching and learning process. Shih and Gamon

(2001) state that identyfying students’ learning styles helps educators understand

how people perceive and process information in different ways. Sahragard and

Mallahi (2014) also state that learners are considered an important part of any

teaching practice, and understanding the differences and the ways they learn is

important in such an endeavor.

The good learning is coming from self motivation rather than consist.

Those desires can be influenced other factors include learning style. Usually the

students feel bored and lazy to follow the learning process if the learning is not

appropriate to their learning style. In this matter, it is impossible for a teacher to

fulfill the desire of the students’ learning style. However, these problems can be

solved by teachers’s sensitivity to arrange learning strategy to fulfill the

differences of students’ learning style in general. Therefore, employing the correct

learning styles is very important in improving academic result. Similar findings

were found by Bahari Abu (2007) where students’ performances have increased

when learning and teaching processes are done which is suitable with their

learning styles. If students’ learning styles are suitable with the course they are

taking, it will be positive effects toward the English achievement (Yahana and

Abdul Karm, 2003). Thus, the students who employ effective learning styles



3

usually obtain excellent English achievement and they are able to secure a place in

higher isntitution or a position in the work sector.

Several recent researchers showed that students’ English achievement is

influenced by their learning style (Rasimah and Zurina, 2008). In relation, it is

very important to understand students’ learning styles so as to increase students’

academic performance (Brown et all.,2006;Graf and Kinshuk, 2007). Based on the

study done by Sriphai, Damrongpanit and Sakulku, (2011), the effectiveness of

learning styles is seen also as a factor towards success in the learning process

besides effort and hard work. Learning problem is not only because of the level of

difficulty of the subject, but also more to the learning styles and learning process

that is needed in order to study (Keefe and Ferrell,1990). Subsequently, this study

seeks to understand the learning styles as a factor towards students’ English

achievement.

Education is a continuing process to develop an individual’s potential

towards academic achievement with various skills that are holistic and integrated.

Student’s academic achievement acts as a gauge to measure what have been learnt

in a specific duration of time. Each student is unique and different in all aspects

(Chan, 2001). The learning styles of each individual are also different. The

differences are seen as the factors or variables that influence students’ English

achievement (Wang et al.,2008)

Based on preliminary study by interviewing an English teacher on

October 9, 2016 at SMAN 2 Rambah Hilir, listening, reading, writing and
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speaking have been taught separately for the purpose that the students could have

full concentration in four skills in English. Then, listening was taught by using

some techniques such as question and answer, games, discussion, and dictation.

Based on description above, ideally, the students at SMAN 2 Rambah Hilir should

be able to have good achievement in the four language skills in English. In short,

they should have no problem with their achievement in listening, reading,

listening, and speaking. However, what was found was contrary to the reality in

the classroom. The students were not able to comprehend the written monologue

text in reading and the spoken monologue text in listening. It can be seen from

several facts. In listening, the first fact is the fastest rate of speech of the aural

information about listening material since they did not have much exposure to

different accents because English is not standing as the first language and even

they cannot catch the point of information in the fast rate of speech. The second

fact is students’ unawareness of spoken monologue text organization. It was

shown that they were not able to identify the topic of the monologue text and

listened properly. The communicative purpose of the monologue text is to listen

accurately, and to distinguish the supporting details like text organization of

monologue text and listen accurately.

While in reading, they were not able to determine the topic and main idea.

While most of them always thought that the main idea would always be in the first

sentence of paragraph, but it did not always occur. Then they were also not able to

identify supporting details like text organization, in narrative text, especially they

are orientation, complication and resolution. Besides, they were not able to
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identify the meaning of vocabulary from the text, including synonym and

antonym of the words.

The students’ background knowledge, in listening and reading when the

students feel the topic is familiar to their existing knowledge, it can help the

students able to figure out what the information is about, but conversely, if the

students feel unfamiliar with the topic they will feel strange and it is hard for them

to recognize the new information without relating to their previous knowledge.

The last in writing skill, the students were not able to write based on

component of writing such as grammar, choosing the appropriate vocabulary,

using punctuation and capitalization. There are many mistakes in students’

writing, for example, writing text. The students failed to obtain the minimum

standard score of English (KKM > 70) at SMAN 2 Rambah Hilir.

Based on the interviewer with the English teachers, the teacher had used

several techniques in teaching and learning such as discussion, presentation, role

play and etc, and to avoid monotonous class environment but there were still some

problems with their motivation. Firstly, some students did not pay attention when

the teacher explained the material. The teacher stated that some of them did

another activity instead of paying attention, such as talking with his/her friends,

drawing and sometimes sleeping. Secondly, when they were given a task, some of

them tended to depend on the other. They only waited their friends whose task

was done and then copied it. They did not show much effort to tackle the task for

example asking the teacher or other students the difficult words or referring to the
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unfamiliar words in the dictionary. Thirdly, some of the students always got bad

value in English test because they failed to acquire knowledge about the material.

The findings of some studies Ehrman and Oxford(2008), revealed

important relationships between learning style and strategies. The learning style

preference of an individual affected the strategies a learner must might use. The

findings in the area of language strategies have demonstrated that the employment

of learning strategies facilitates learning and lead to better performance.

According to Keefe and Ferrel (1990), learning problems are frequently

not related to the difficulty of the subject matter, but rather to the type and level

of the cognitive processes required to learn the material. Additionally, Dunn

(1983) found that dramatic improvement on students’ achievement in cases

where learning styles have been taken into account show the way things are

taught had a greater impact than the content covered in a course of study.

Learning styles are among the concepts that are postulated by researchers to

show learners’ differences and varied needs. As a result, the present studied aims

to examine the relationship between learning styles and overall English

achievement of the students in a school in Malaysia.

From these facts, it was assumed that there were two factors that might

influence students’ English achievement. The first was learning style and the

second was awareness of language learning strategies. This assumption was based

on some research findings.
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I.2 The statement of the Problem

The students of senior high school of SMAN 2 Rambah Hilir failed to acquire

the objectives of teaching English which was stated in KTSP. It was caused by

their low knowledge in learning English. They seem not to put their attention in

the learning process so it causes the difficulties to achieve the learning objectives

of teaching English.The main aim of this study was to determine the influence

between students’ learning style, language learning strategy and students’ English

achievement.

Regarding to the background of the problems above, some problems

occurred in learning style, especially in teaching and learning process. The

problems might come from students and teachers. However, those problems have

to be solved immediately. Most of the students did not know how to use the

learning style at the classroom. Consequently, the teaching and learning process

was boring, and cause the students obtain the low English achievement.

Based on the problems mentioned, it was necessary to address some

questions. How was the students’ learning style? Were the students’ familiarity

with their learning style in learning English? Which learning style was dominant

among the students? Were the students aware of the language learning strategies

in learning English? Was the student’ academic achievement influenced by

learning style and language learning strategies? Did the students apply language

learning strategies in learning English? Which language learning strategies did the

students frequently apply in learning English?
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Learning style has been defined by various scholars mostly as a signal for

individual differences. These differences may manifest itself in ‘life styles’ and

even in personality types (Zhang and Sternberg 2005). Kolb (1984) and Honey

(1992) describe learning style as an individual preferred or habitual ways of

processing and transforming knowledge. Often, one’s learning style is identified

to determine strengths for English achievement. Dunn et all (1989) asserts that

through voluminous studies, it has been indicated that both low and average

achievers earn higher scores on standardized achievement and attitude tests when

they were taught within their learning styles.

Chuah Chong-Cheng (1988) discusses the importance of learning styles as

being not only necessary, but also important for individuals in academic settings.

Most students favor to learn in particular ways with each style of learning,

contributing to the success in retaining what they have learned.

Referring to (Oxford, 1990), learning strategies are the specific actions

taken by the learner to make learning easier, faster, more enjoyable, more self

directed, more effective, and more transferable to new situations. Finally, by

knowing the correlation among learning styles, language learning strategy and

academic achievement may help the education practitioners to enhance students’

English achievement in learning English. It was assumed because of the previous

studies investigated about the relationship of these variables. Sternberg (1997)

learning styles is significantly influenced by their their English achievement.

Bennett (1993) the findings of the research adds to existing body of discourse and

consolidates the belief that learning style is determined by self- assessment
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instrument that improves academic achievement. The findings reveal that there is

a significant correlation. Arthurs (2007) research has confirmed that congruence

between teaching strategies and learning styles have a positive impact on the

English achievement.

I.3 Limitation of the Problems

Considering the researcher’s time, cost, ability, and energy, it was needed

to limit the problem that was going to be solved during the research. Therefore, in

carrying out this research, the problem focussed on the influence of the students’

learning style, students’ learning strategies and students’Englishachievement

based on structured questionnaires. Nevertheless, every effort was made to ensure

participants to give true and honest responses, the validity of their views could not

be established. It was difficult to ascertain whether each participant gave an

honest and accurate response.

I.4. Purpose and Objectives of the Study

The purpose of the research was to find out whether there was any

significant influence among students’ learning style, learning strategy and English

achievement in students’ at SMAN 2 Rambah Hilir .

The objectives of this research can be stated as follows:

a. To investigate dominant learning style of the second grades tudents of

SMAN 2 Rambah Hilir
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b. To investigate dominant language learning strategies of the second grade

students of SMAN 2 Rambah Hilir

c. To investigate  the level of English achievement of the second grade

students of SMAN 2 Rambah Hilir

d. To investigate the relationship between learning styles and English

achievement of the second grade students of SMAN 2 Rambah Hilir

e. To investigate the relationship between language learning strategies and

English achievement of the second grade students of SMAN 2 Rambah

Hilir

f. To investigate the influence of learning styles and language learning

strategies toward English achievement of the second grade students of

SMAN 2 Rambah Hilir

1.5 Research Question

The research questions are formulated in the following questions:

a. What learning style is more dominant used by the second grade of

students of SMAN 2 Rambah Hilir?

b. What language learning strategy is more dominant used bythe second

class of students of SMAN 2 Rambah Hilir?

c. How far is the level of English achievement of the second grade students

of SMAN 2 Rambah Hilir?

d. is there any significant relationship between learning styles and English

achievement of second grade students of SMAN 2 Rambah Hilir?
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e. is there any significant relationship between language learning strategies

and English achievement of the second grade students of SMAN 2

Rambah Hilir?

f. is there any significant influence of learning styles and language learning

strategies toward English  achievement ofthe second grade students of

SMAN 2 Rambah Hilir?

I.6. Significance of the Study

This study apparentlybecomes one of the attempts to investigate the

influence of using learningstyle and language learning strategies toward

English academic achievement in SMAN 2 Rambah Hilir. Therefore, this study

may provide a useful launching pad for further research in this area of interest.

The finding of this study can provide some forms of emprical data for future

research in this area. It can perhaps also help in the more effective

implementation of learning style, not only in language learning strategies and

english achievement but also to make students interesting in learning.

In line with this, it was also expected that the findings of the present

study would help teachers and stakeholders to tackle problems in teaching and

learning process especially in increasing students’ English achievement.

Teachers were expected to match teaching strategies with students’ learning

styles and encourage students to use language learning strategies in learning

English. In addition, the findings also could help students to be more familiar

with their learning styles and language learning strategies use to boost their
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english achievement in learning English so that they can meet their owl goal to

learn English. At last but not least, through this study, it can broaden the

writer’s knowledge about the topic.

I.7. Rationale of the Study

Learning styles, language learning strategies and English achievement

have been investigated by many researchers or experts around the world since

1980’s era. Many findings were available to answer the problem in the term of

teaching and learning process especially in English. Many researchers were

done the investigation in some countries around the world especially the

country which English as their native and L2. Despite there are numerous

researchers dealing with this study, the needs to explore more about this study

developed from time to time due to improvement and development of

education. Moreover the condition and situation of every area are not similar.

English is a compulsory subject taught from elementary school up to

university levels. It plays an important role in education and life. English must

be learned well in order to help many people to do communication and

interaction. In education, English is necessary to master for the students.

It is recognized that English is not only for communication, interaction,

but also for sources of knowledge.

The concern of this study was to investigate the influence of students

learning styles, students' language learning strategies in English achievement at

senior high school in Pasir Ben-Gurion. Students learning styles and students
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learning strategies have an influence in students English achievement. The success

of second language learning is due not only to cognitive factors but also to

effective, personality, motivation, and demographic factors of the learners

(Brown, 2000;Carrel et al, 1996), among which personality is of great importance

(Carrel, et al, 1996). Finding of researchers shows that people learn more when

they are aware of their learning style (O’connor, 1997). Moreover, the

determination of learner learning style helps teachers and educational planners

provide students necessary educational support and supplies (Anderson &

Elloumi,2004) because learning styles are influential factors in learners learning.

Studies about learning show that considering learning styles in planning and

presenting educating can improve learning processes meaningfully (Dwyer,

1998). The taxonomy of learning styles developed by Curry (1990) used the

concepts of learning styles, student achievement, and language learning strategies

to explain the process of learning. Learning styles consist of a combination of

motivation, engagement, and cognitive processing, habits, which then influence

the use of metacognitive skills such as situation analysis, self- pacing, and self-

evaluation to produce a learning outcome. Recognizing language learning

strategies such as in reading strategies, also have an important point in learning

(Sun Ling, 2011;Zarey 2014; Yea Ru Tsai, 2012, e.t.c). Reid (1987) pointed out

that students should have the opportunity to assess their own learning style

preferences and should be encouraged to diversify those preferences. The students

who aware with the learning style, it may better allow them to meet the demands

of academic teaching methods and assignment (Grasha in Reid, 1972).



14

Cognitive style has been reported to be one of the significant factors that

may impact students’ achievement in various school subjects (Murphy, Casey,

Day, & Young, 1997; Cakan, 2000). In a research study, Dwyer and Moore

(1995) investigated the effect of cognitive style on achievement with 179 students

who enrolled in an introductory education course at two universities in the United

States. They found the field independent learners to be superior to field dependent

learners on tests measuring different educational objectives. The researchers

concluded that cognitive style had a significant association with students’

academic achievement.

In comparison to these researches in some countries such as Mexico,

China, Iran etc, there is hardly significant into learning styles, language learning

strategy and academic achievement in Indonesia, especially in the context of this

present study. According to those researchers that are mentioned above, these

three concepts are very important in learning English. The importance of these

three aspects in learning English, so that it is necessary to carry out the

investigation about the influence of learning style and language learning strategy

in English achievement SMAN 2 Rambah Hilir.

I.8. Definitions of the Terms

a. Learning style

Sirongjai (2011) notes that learning style is viewed in different ways,

ranging from mental to behavioral perspective. Then. Reid, (1995) states

that learning styles have also been defined as “an individual’s natural,
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habitual, and preferred ways of absorbing, processing, and retaining new

information and skills.” To point out these statements, learning style is

defined as the ways, approaches that used by someone to focus on or

acquiring a new language in learning.

b. Language Learning Strategy

Language learning strategies are the specific actions taken by learner to

make learning easier, faster, more enjoyable, more self directed, more

effective, and more transferable to new situations. Oxford (2001) has

introduced the taxonomy of language learning strategy; cognitive,

metacognitive and affective strategy. It means that language learning

strategies are the specific ways that learners use in learning English.

c. English achievement

"Final rating of students determined by the teacher through a point

system, expressed by a letter grade" (Brown et al, 1989). In this research

the researcher wants to know the student achievement after they use

learning style of learning.


