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ABSTRACT 

 

Aisyah Aminy, (2019): An Analysis of Students’ Ability in using Relative 

Pronouns at MA Daarun Nahdhah Thawalib 

Bangkinang Islamic Boarding School. 

 

 This research deals with students’ ability in using relative pronouns. The 

researcher formulates the problem in the research ; How is students’ ability in 

using relative pronouns at MA Daarun Nhahdah Thawali Bangkinang Islamic 

Boarding School, what are the factors that cause students still confused in using 

relative pronouns. The objectives were to find out whether the students ability in 

using relative pronouns at the eleventh grade of MA Daarun Nahdhah Thawalib 

Bangkinang Islamic Boarding School. Overall population of the research was 159 

students, and by simple random sampling method, the researcher took 32 of them 

as a sample. This research was conducted using descriptive quantitative method. 

The data of the research were collected by using test. Based on the data analysis, 

the researcher concluded that the students were in medium category (63,54).  

Finally, the result of analysis showed that were three types of students’ ability in 

using relative pronouns sentences as subject had 61,25%, the students made errors 

relative pronouns as object had 63,13%, and the students made errors relative 

pronouns as possessive had 66,25%.  

 

Keywords: Analysis, Ability, Relative Pronouns. 
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ABSTRAK 

 

Aisyah Aminy, (2019): Analisis Kemampuan Siswa dalam Menggunakan 

Relative Pronouns di MA Pondok Pesantren  

Daarun Nahdhah Thawalib Bangkinang. 

 

 Penelitian ini berkaitan dengan kemampuan siswa dalam menggunakan 

relative pronouns. Penulis merumuskan masalah dalam penelitian; Bagaimana 

kemampuan siswa dalam menggunakan relative pronouns di MA Pondok 

Pesantren Daarun Nahdhah Thawalib Bangkinang. Tujuan dari penelitian ini 

adalah untuk mengetahui kemampuan siswa dalam menggunakan relative 

pronouns di kelas 11 di MA Pondok Pesantren Daarun Nahdhah Thawalib 

Bangkinang. Secara keseluruhan populasi dari penelitian ini berjumlah 159 siswa, 

dengan menggunakan metode pengambilan sampel secara acak, peneliti 

mengambil 32 dari mereka sebagai sampel. Penelitian ini dilakukan dengan 

menggunakan metode deskriptif kuantitatif. Data penelitian ini dikumpulkan 

dengan menggunakan tes.  Berdasarkan data analisis, peneliti menyimpulkan 

bahwa siswa berada dalam kategori sedang (63,54).  Akhirnya, hasil dari analisis 

menunjukkan bahwa 3 tipe dari kemampuan siswa dalam menggunakan kalimat 

relative pronouns sebagai subjek 61,25%, siswa dalam menggunakan kalimat 

relative pronouns sebagai objek 63,13%, siswa dalam menggunakan kalimat 

relative pronouns sebagai posesif  66,25%.  

 

Keywords: Analisis, Kemampuan, Relative Pronouns. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



viii 

 

  ملّخص

): دراسة تحليلية عن قدرة التالميذ على استخدام اسم الموصول ٢٠١٩عائشة أمني، (

  طوالب بنكيننجفي المدرسة الثانوية لمعهد دار النهضة 

التالميذ على استخدام اسم املوصول. وأما أسئلة البحث  بقدرةهذا البحث يرتبط 

قدرة التالميذ على استخدام اسم املوصول يف املدرسة الثانوية ملعهد دار فما يلي؛ كيف 

قدرة تالميذ الفصل احلادي عشر على استخدام . فيهدف إىل معرفة النهضة طوالب بنكيننج

املوصول يف املدرسة الثانوية ملعهد دار النهضة طوالب بنكيننج. وعدد جمتمع البحث هو اسم 

تلميذا، ومن خالل أسلوب تعيني العينات العشوائية حصلت الباحثة على عينة البحث  ١٥٩

تلميذا. وقيم هذا البحث بأسلوب الوصف الكمي. والبيانات مت مجعها من  ٣٢وعددها 

لى حتليل البيانات، استنتجت الباحثة أن التالميذ يكونون يف املستوى خالل االختبار. وبناء ع

أنواع لقدرة التالميذ، منها قدرم  ٣). ونتيجة البحث تدل على أن هناك ٦٣،٥٤املتوسط (

٪، وقدرم على استخدام اسم املوصول  ٦١،٢٥على استخدام اسم املوصول كالفاعل 

  ٪.٦٦،٢٥لكي اسم املوصول كامل٪، وقدرم على استخدام ٦٣،١٣كاملفعول 

  .دراسة تحليلية، القدرة، اسم الموصولالكلمات األساسية:
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Problem 

In English learning process, there are four skills that must be mastered 

by English Foreign Language (EFL) learners. They are listening, speaking, 

reading, and writing. Basic competencies are divided into two categories, 

receptive skills (listening and reading), and productive skills (speaking and 

writing).  Writing is a process of how words transform into a written from 

that can be read and understand by the readers. According to Hornby (2003), 

writing is a process of expressing ideas down on paper and transforming ideas 

into words to give clear information in communication. 

A good writing has some component such as grammar, vocabulary and 

content. Grammar is a system of rules governing the conventional 

arrangement and relationship of words in a sentence. Penny ur (1996) state 

that grammar is a set of rules that define how words (parts of word) are 

combined of changed to form acceptable units of meaning a language. 

Particularly in learning English, grammar has an important role to help 

students in producing a language.  

The English grammar is different from Indonesian grammar. In 

grammar there are many types of relative pronouns and they also have 

different function and usage. According to Penny Ur (1988), “there is no 

doubt that knowledge-implicit or explicit-of grammatical rules is essential for 

the mastery of language: you cannot use words unless you know how they 

1 
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should be put together”. It’s very clear that learning grammar is important for 

students.  

In English grammar, words are divided into nine classes. These classes 

are called part of speech; they are article, noun, adjective, pronoun, verb, 

adverb, preposition, conjunction, and interjection. According to John E in 

Musonnah (2014), a pronoun is a word used in place of one or more than one 

noun. Then, Frank in Musonnah (2014) explained that there are five classes 

of pronouns, personal, relative, interrogative, demonstrative, and indefinite. 

In addition, Frank in Musonnah(2014) said that Relative pronouns is a word 

that is proceeding  in relative clause.  

MA Dhaarun Nhahdah Thawalib Bangkinang Islamic Boarding School 

is one of many schools in Bangkinang as a formal education institution this 

school also provides English learning to the students in their learning activity, 

especially in grammar. English is taught once a week with duration about 90 

minutes and minimum of the score in this school for English subject is 75. 

Unfortunately, some of students are not able to understand to using relative 

pronouns correctly. It can be proven when some of students still put incorrect 

relative pronouns. For example, ‘I met a woman who has ten children’, 

instead ‘I met a woman that has ten children’ and ‘I choose the college who 

my mother went to’, instead ‘I choose the college that my mother went to’. 

Based on preliminary study at MA Dhaarun Nhahdah Thawalib 

Bangkinang Islamic Boarding School on April 20th 2019, the researcher 

found some problems. The problems can be seen as the following symptoms: 
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1. Some of the students still got difficulty in using relative pronouns. 

2. The students were not able to differentiate the function of relative 

pronouns whether it is subject, object, or possessive. 

3. The students were not able to differentiate the use of relative pronouns 

whether it is for a person, or a thing. 

Based on the problems above, the researcher was interested to do a 

research entitled “An Analysis of Students’ ability in using Relative 

Pronouns at MA Dhaarun Nhahdah Thawalib Bangkinang Islamic 

Boarding School”. 

 

B. The Problem 

1. The Identification of the Problem 

Based on the background of the study above, those the researcher’s 

are identified as follows:  

a. How was the students’ ability in using relative pronouns at MA 

Dhaarun Nhahdah Tawalib Bangkinang Islamic Boarding School? 

b. Why were the students not able to differentiate the function of relative 

pronouns whether subject, object, or possessive? 

c. Why were the students not able to differentiate the use of relative 

pronouns whether for a person, or a thing? 
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2. Limitation of the Problem 

Related to identification of the problem above, many problems 

happened to the students. The researcher needed to limit the problem of the 

research in order to focus on the topic. In this case, this research is limited to 

the students’ ability in using relative pronouns (which, who, whom, whose, 

that) at the second year of MA Dhaarun Nhahdah Tawalib Bangkinang 

Islamic Boarding School. 

3. Formulation of the Problem 

In accordance to the limitation of the problem above, the researcher 

formulates the formulation of the problem in the research was How the 

students’ ability in using relative pronouns (who, whom, which, whose, 

that) at MA Dhaarun Nhahdah Tawalib Bangkinang Islamic Boarding 

School? 

C. Objective and Significance of the Research 

1. Objective of the Research 

Objective of the research was to find out the students’ ability in using 

relative pronouns (who, which whom, whose, that) at MA Dhaarun 

Nhahdah Tawalib Bangkinang Islamic Boarding School. 

2. Significance of the Research 

a. English teachers 

The result of this study for English teachers to got clearly information 

about the types and sources of students’ ability in using relative 

pronouns (who, which whom, whose, that), so they gave proper 
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treatment to decrease students’ ability in using relative pronouns (who, 

which whom, whose, that). 

b. Students 

The students got proper treatment in decreasing their ability in using 

relative pronouns (who, which whom, whose, that), so they can express 

relative pronouns (who, which whom, whose, that) effectively and 

correctly in their communication whether spoken or written. 

c. Further researchers 

Other researchers who were interested in analyzing of students’ ability 

at Senior High School can get the basic information from this study so 

they can do their researcher in deeper, further, and better technique. 

D. Reasons for Choosing the Title 

There are some reasons why the researcher was interested in conducting 

this research. This research was conducted based on the following reasons. 

1. The title is relevant to the researcher’s status as a candidate of English 

teacher. 

2. There is only a few research investigate this title.  

3. The location of the research facilitates the researcher in conducting this 

research.  
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E. Definition of the Term 

To avoid the misunderstanding and misinterpretation about the title of the 

research, it is better to define the term as follows: 

1. Pronoun is defined as a word or phrase that may be substituted for a noun 

or noun phrase. Pronoun also a word used as a place holder of a noun, 

noun phrase, or a different phrase. Pronouns are usually come after the 

noun they are replacing.  

2. Relative Pronoun is pronoun functioning to connect or describing two 

sentences into one sentence. It also used to subject or object in adjective 

clause. When who, whom, etc are used to introduce adjective or relative 

clause, they are called relative pronoun. 
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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

 

A. The Theoretical Framework 

1. The Nature of Ability 

 

a. Ability  

 
According Hornby (1989) ability is capability or power to do 

something physically or mentally. In addition, Webster (1980) states 

that ability means power of performance act physically or mentally. 

While in heritage illustrated dictionary of English language (1969) 

ability means the full command of some subject of study. 

Ability means power of skill to do or accomplish something 

(Hornby, 1989). Ability may be used of an inborn power to do 

something. The ability to understand English means that the students 

are able to understand the grammar knowledge that they accept from 

their English teacher. Students can understand in using relative 

pronouns sentences as subject, object, and possessive. 

Based on the statement above, the researcher concludes that 

ability is the power of understanding matter that involves the mental 

or physic. It refers to the result of the students after they get some 

experiences through learning. Besides ability in the final acquisition of 

something is the process of learning that involves physic or mental. 

  

 

7 



8 
 

 

 

b. Ability in Using Relative Pronouns 

 

Hornby (1991) said that learner who wishes to speak and write 

English correctly must be concerned with grammatical correctness. It 

means, grammar is very important role in studying English. In 

grammar, we should learn about tenses, adverb, preposition, 

conjunction, verb, adjective, noun, and pronouns. Pronoun is a word 

that is used instead of a noun or noun phrase. According to Payne 

(2011) pronouns are referring expressions that can be thought as 

abbreviated versions of determined noun phrase. As explain above, 

pronoun is an important material to determine part in noun phrase. 

According to Izzan (2007) illustrated the eight types of 

pronoun, there are Personal Pronouns, Interrogative Pronouns, 

Relative Pronouns, Demonstrative Pronouns, Reflexive Pronouns, 

Reciprocal Pronouns,  Indefinite Pronouns, Possessive Pronouns.  

Personal pronouns are part of pronouns that are words that 

replace a noun or noun phrase, but they commonly refer to person and 

thing. Then, Interrogative pronouns are pronouns that are used only in 

reference to a question (who, which, whom, whose, why, how). And 

then, Relative Pronouns are used to connect a clause or phrase to a 

noun or pronoun. After that, Demonstrative pronoun is a pronoun that 

is used to point to something specific within a sentence. Next, 

Reflexive Pronoun is object pronouns that we use when the subject 

and the object are the same noun. Then, Reciprocal pronoun is a 



9 
 

 

 

pronoun used to identify an action or feeling that is reciprocated. After 

that, Indefinite pronouns are pronouns that are used in reference to a 

person or a thing that is not specific or not known. The last, 

Possessive Pronoun are pronoun that show ownership in other words, 

something belongs to someone else.  

Based on the types of pronoun above, the researcher limited 

the research only on Relative pronoun. Relative pronoun is an 

adjective clause which using conjunction of relative pronoun, they are: 

who, which, that, whom, and whose. Relative pronoun is an adjective 

clause which using conjunction of relative pronoun, they are: who, 

which, that, whom, and whose. 

According to Fuad Mas’udin Wulandari (p.158) Conjunction 

of adjective clause can be classified into two kinds, they are relative 

pronoun and relative adverb. In addition, Heminwey (2008) said that 

Relative pronoun link two sentences, making one dependent on the 

other. The dependent phrase is also called the subordinate clause; it 

contains a verb, but usually cannot stand alone. According to Jonggi 

(2006), Relative pronoun is use not only as a pronoun but also as a 

word that connects two sentences or clause. 

According to Brewton (1962) said that Relative Pronoun is a 

type of pronoun that often introduces dependent (or relative) clauses 

in sentences. They also can stand alone as the subject or object of a 
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sentence. The students used relative pronouns to join two statements 

that refer to the person or thing in adjective clause (relative clause).  

According to Frank in Musonnah (2014), relative pronouns 

refer to noun antecedents which immediately precede them they 

introduce adjective clauses in which they serve as subjects or objects. 

In addition Hotben (2007), Relative pronouns is a pronouns 

functioning to connect or describing two sentences into one sentences. 

In the other definition “A relative pronoun is a pronoun that 

introduces a dependent clause”. Example: I met a woman. She can 

speak four languages. Become I met a woman who can speak four 

language. 

In Modern English Grammar, Frank in Musonnah (2014) 

explained that there are five noun antecedent meanings functioning 

the relative pronouns, they are: 

First, A person: relative pronouns used here are who (whom or 

whose) and that illustrative sentence: a) He paid the money to the man 

who (or that) had done the work. (Preface word functioning as 

subject). b) He paid the man whom (or that) he had hired. (Preface 

word functioning as object of verb). c) He paid the man from whom 

he had borrowed the money. (Preface word functioning as object of 

preposition). d) This is the girl whose picture you saw. (Preface word 

functioning as possessive adjective). 
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The second, A thing: relative pronouns used here are which 

and that. Illustrative sentences: a) Here is a book which (or that) 

describes animals. (Preface word functioning as subject). b) The chair 

which (or that) he broke is being repaired. (Preface word functioning 

as object of verb). c) She was wearing the coat for which she had paid 

$2,000. (Preface word functioning as object of preposition). 

The third, a time: relative adverb used here is when. 

Illustrative sentences: This is the year when the Olympic Games are 

held. The fourth, a place: relative adverb used here is where. 

Illustrative sentences: Here is the house where I live. The last, a 

reason: relative adverb used here is why. Illustrative sentences: Give 

me a good reason why you did that. 

Relative pronoun introduces adjective clause, which are a type 

of dependent. Adjective clauses modify a word, phrase, or idea in the 

main clause. According to Betty (2002), generally there are three 

usage of relative pronoun: the relative pronoun can function as a 

subject, an object, or a possessive pronoun, and the usage of relative 

pronoun is the indicator theory of this research.  

The first Relative pronoun used as subject: Who, which and that 

is the subject in adjective clause: Who = used for people. For 

example: I thank to the woman. She helped me (I thanked the woman 

who helped me.).  Which = used for things. For example: The pen is 

mine. It is on the table (The pen which is on the table is mine). That = 
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used for both people and things. For example: The pen is mine. It is on 

the table (The pen is mine that is on the table).   

The second Relative pronoun used as object: Who, which, 

whom, and that are the object in adjective clause. Who (m) = used for 

people. For example: The man was Mr. Jones. I saw him (the man 

who/whom I saw was Mr. Jones). Which = used for things. For 

example: The movie was not very good. We saw it last night (The 

movie which we saw last night was not very good). That = used for 

both people and things. Who is usually used instead of whom 

especially in speaking .Who (m) is generally used only in very formal 

English. 

The last Relative pronoun used as possessive: Whose is used 

to shows possession. It carries the same meaning as other possessive 

pronouns used as adjectives: his, her, its, and theirs. Like his, her, its 

and theirs, whose is connected to a noun. For example: I know the 

man. His book was stolen (I know the man whose book was stolen.). 

“Whose” usually modifies people, but it may also be used to modify 

things. 

Based on the explanation above the researcher concluded, 

relative pronoun is a pronoun that is used to combine two sentences. 

Relative pronoun is not only as pronoun but also as a word that 

connect two sentences or clause. Relative pronoun plays a very 

important role, because the relative pronoun is included in grammar 
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element, therefore the students will never able to build a sentence 

perfectly without the ability in using relative pronoun in writing. 

 

B. Relevant Research 

According Syafi’i (2007), relevant research is required to study some 

previous researches that are relevant to this research. Relevant research is 

intended to avoid plagiarism toward the designs and findings of the previous 

researchers. There are some studies related with this research, they are : 

1. A research was conducted by Ahmad Syarif “An Analysis of Students’ 

Error in Using Adjective clause ( A Case Study in the Second Grade 

Students of MAN 4 Cijeruk Bogor. The objective of his study is to know the 

students’ error in using adjective clauses and to know why the students face 

such difficulties in using adjective clauses. He used the analysis by using 

descriptive method. He found that most of students made error on ‘whom’ 

with the average of error is 82.80 %. On the other hand, the lowest one is 

‘who’ with average 30.11 % and the causes of students’ difficulties in using 

adjective clause came from internal and external factor. 

2. A research was conducted by Wulandari “Students’ Difficulties in Using 

Relative Pronoun of Adjective Clause ( A Case Study in Tenth Grade of 

SMA Dharma Wanita 4 Taman”. The objective of her study are to identify 

the difficulties faced by students in learning adjective clause and to find out 

the most commonly factor causing. She used the analysis by using 

descriptive qualitative method. She found that the students had some 
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difficulties in using relative pronoun of adjective clause. She found 68.5% 

students agreed with educational background as cause of student’s 

difficulties in earning adjective clause, and 60.1% students agree that 

teaching method as their factor causing difficulties.  

The differences from the two research above with this research is 

the researcher’s objective with the two studies is different, and they 

examined the difficulties of students in relative pronoun while this study of 

students’ errors in using relative pronouns. And the similarity from the two 

researches above with this research is used descriptive method, the both 

examined relative pronoun or adjective clause, the research sites are 

different. 
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C. Operational Concept  

Operational concept is the main element to avoid misunderstanding in 

research as a concept is still operated in an abstract from the research planning 

which should be interpreted into particularly words in order to be easy to 

measure. According to Syafi’i (2017) operational concept are derived from 

related theoretical concepts on all of the variables that should be practically and 

empirically operated in academic writing research paper. 

In carrying out this research it is necessary to clarify the focus of the 

research. The researcher focuses on students’ ability in using relative pronouns 

as a guide to make indicators (Betty, 2002). Thus, the indicators of this 

research are: 

a. Relative pronouns as subject. 

b. Relative pronouns as object. 

c. Relative pronouns as possessive.   
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CHAPTER III 

METHOD OF THE RESEARCH 

 

A. Research Design 

In doing this research, the researcher used descriptive quantitative 

research. This research is a descriptive study, which had only one variable. The 

variable in this research was students’ ability in using relative pronouns. 

According to Creswell (2012) descriptive quantitative is a research to survey a 

sample or the entire population of people to describe their characteristics. 

Based (1979; in Syafi’i 2017) states that descriptive research is research design 

to describe and interprets the condition or relationship that exist, opinions that 

are held, the process that are going on, effects that are evident or trends that are 

developing. Furthermore, descriptive quantitative research was where the 

researcher collecting the data using the form of number and statistic, and make 

statistical (e.g. diagrams and table) models to explaining the data. Regarding 

this statement, Arikunto (2006) says that the data in descriptive quantitative 

represented as form of numbers. 

The researcher concluded that descriptive research describe and 

interprets the condition or relationship that exist, opinions that are held, the 

process that are going on, effects that are evident or trends that are developing. 

So, the researcher used quantitative method in this study, to make it easier to 

collect data. 
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B. Time and Location of the Research 

This research was conducted from September until November 2019 and 

the location of the research was at MA Dhaarun Nhahdah Tawalib Bangkinang 

Islamic Boarding School. 

 

C. Subject and Object of the Research 

1. The subject of this research was the eleventh grade students at MA Dhaarun 

Nhahdah Tawalib Bangkinang Islamic Boarding School in the academic 

year of 2018/2019. 

2. The object was students’ ability in using relative pronouns. 

 

D. Population and Sample of the research 

1. Population of the research 

According to Arikunto (2006) Population is entire subject of the 

research. Population is a significant factor in conducting research. It is in 

whole subject of research. Based on Encyclopedia of Educational 

Evaluation in Arikunto,” A population is a set (a collection) of all 

elements possessing one or more attributes of interest”. Creswell (2012) 

says that population is group of individuals that have same characteristic 

which make them different from others group. According to Arikunto 

(2006) the population is the level of education from the subject of study. 

Meanwhile, Sugiyono (2013) population is a formalization consisting of 

subjects who have certain qualities and characteristic that is released by 

researchers to draw conclusions.  
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Table III.1 

Population 

NO Class Number of the Class 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 

XI Religion A 
XI Religion B 
XI Science C 
XI Science D 
XI Social E 

32 
30 
32 
30 
35 

 Total 159 

 

1. Sample of the Research 

According to Sugiyono (2013) sample is part of the number and 

characteristics possessed by the healthiest population. Meanwhile, 

according to arikunto (2006), it s argued that the sample is partially or 

representative of the subject is less than 100, then it’s better to take 

everything so that the research is population research. Furthermore, if 

the subject is large, sample of 10-15% or 20-25% or more. Based on the 

information above, the researcher used simple random sampling 

technique. According to Arikunto (2006) because the population in this 

study was more than 100 students, so in this case the researcher took a 

sample of 20% of the total population. And the researcher randomize 

students by using attendance, the researcher took 6 or 7 students by 

randomizing the names of students from attendance numbers. And it 

starts from religion class A to social class E. And 20% of religion class 

A were taken 7 respondents, religion B class were taken 7 respondents, 

and science class C were taken 6 respondents, and science D were taken 

6 respondents, and social class E were taken 6 respondents, by 

randomizing students from the attendance system. So the number of 

respondents was 32 students in eleventh grade of MA Dhaarun 

Nhahdah Tawalib Bangkinang Islamic Boarding School. 
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Table III.2 

Sample 

NO Class Total 
Sample 

20% 

1 
2 
3 
4 
5 

XI Religion A 
XI Religion B 
XI Science C 
XI Science D 
XI Social E 

32 
30 
32 
30 
35 

7 
7 
6 
6 
6 

 Total 159 32 

 

E. Technique of Collecting Data 

1. Test 

A test is a method of measuring a person’s ability, knowledge, or 

performance in a given domain.  In this research,   the researcher has 

given test to the students to be done by them. The test consists of 30 

questions. Consist of asking the students to choose the right one whether 

A, B, C, or D. According to Arikunto (2006) test is method for 

measuring the ability of the object.  

In line with Brown (2003) he states that test is a method of 

measuring a person’s ability, knowledge, or performance in a given 

domain. To collect the data from the sample the researcher gave the 

students worksheet to be done based on the researcher’s instructions.  

Table III.3 

 Blueprint of Relative Pronouns test 

Indicators Number of Questions 

1. The students are able to use relative 
pronouns sentences as subject 

2,9,13.19,22,23,27,28,29,30 

2. The students are able to use relative 
pronouns sentences as object 

1,3,5,6,7,11,12,15,18,20 

3. The students are able to use relative 
pronouns sentences as possessive 

4,8,10,14,16,17,21,24,25,26 

Total 30 

(Betty, 2002) 
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F. Validity and Reliability  

1. Validity of the Test 

Creswell (2012) stated that the individual’s score from an instrument 

that make sense, meaningful; enable you, as the researcher, to draw 

conclusion from the sample you are studying to the population. It means 

that validity is the extent to which inference made from assessment result 

is appropriate, meaningful, and useful in the terms of the purpose of the 

assessment.  

Arikunto (2006) says that there are 4 kinds of validity there are 

content, construct, concurrent, and predictive. Te researcher uses construct 

validity.   

To analyze the validity of relative pronouns test, the researcher 

conducted try out to 35 items by handing them to 32 students who are not 

included in the research sample. The researcher used SPSS 21.0 program 

to analyze the data. The researcher compared r value to rt at significant 

level 5% is 0,361(df=N-2=16). The r value of each item should be higher 

than the rt to be considered as valid question. Items declared invalid if the 

r value less than r table, and must be corrected or removed.  

The result of the analysis showed that there were 5 invalid questions 

and the others were valid. Invalid items are statement number 2, 6, 11, 17, 

21. These items were removed because the score are under 0,361. Thus, 

there are 30 items of questions used to find out students’ ability in using 

relative pronouns that are difficult for students in students’ ability in using 

relative pronouns based on items test.  
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Table III.4 

The validity of relative pronouns test 

 
Item No Rtable Rvalue Status Decision 

Item 1 0,361 0,797 VALID Used 

Item 2 0,361 0,046 INVALID No 

Item  3 0,361 0,399 VALID Used 

Item 4 0,361 0,738 VALID Used 

Item  5 0,361 0,531 VALID Used 

Item 6 0,361 0,206 INVALID No 

Item 7 0,361 0,535 VALID Used 

Item 8 0,361 0,672 VALID Used 

Item 9 0,361 0,518 VALID Used 

Item 10 0,361 0,613 VALID Used 

Item  11 0,361 0,284 INVALID No 

Item 12 0,361 0,403 VALID Used 

Item 13 0,361 0,652 VALID Used 

Item 14 0,361 0,614 VALID Used 

Item 15 0,361 0,686 VALID Used 

Item 16 0,361 0,609 VALID Used 

Item 17 0,361 0,237 INVALID No 

Item 18 0,361 0,695 VALID Used 

Item 19 0,361 0,409 VALID Used 

Item 20 0,361 0,379 VALID Used 

Item 21 0,361 0,355 INVALID No 

Item 22 0,361 0,789 VALID Used 

Item 23 0,361 0,382 VALID Used 

Item 24 0,361 0,583 VALID Used 

Item 25 0,361 0,649 VALID Used 

Item 26 0,361 0,423 VALID Used 

Item 27 0,361 0,645 VALID Used 

Item 28 0,361 0,637 VALID Used 

Item 29 0,361 0,523 VALID Used 

Item 30 0,361 0,528 VALID Used 

Item 31 0,361 0,518 VALID Used 

Item 32 0,361 0,395 VALID Used 

Item 33 0,361 0,406 VALID Used 

Item 34 0,361 0,429 VALID Used 

Item 35 0,361 0,524 VALID Used 

 

2. Reliability of the Test 

 Reliability has to do with accuracy of measurement. This kind of 

accuracy was reflected in obtaining the similar results when measurement 

was repeated on different or by different person. Brown (2003) says that 

the characteristic of reliability is sometimes termed consistency. This 
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research is internal consistency reliability. According to Creswell (2012), 

internal consistency reliability is the instrument administered once; using 

one version of the instrument.  

 The table below was the categories of reliability test used in 

determining the level of reliability of the test: 

Table III.5 

The level of Acceptable  

Reliability 

 

Reliability Validity 

DP ≤ 0.000/minus Unacceptably reliability 

0.00 – 0.020 Minimally reliable 

0.20 – 0.40 Reliable 

0.40 – 0.70 Highly reliable 

0.70 – 1.00 Very highly reliable 

 
 In this research, the researcher used software SPSS 23.0 program 

to find out whether the questionnaire was reliable or not. The result of 

multiple choice test reliability is as follows: 

The table III.6 

Reliability Statistic 

 
Cronbach's Alpha N of Items 

,925 30 

 

 Based on the analysis, the value of reliability of the try out test 

was 0,925. It could be said that the test was reliable. Te level of the 

reliability was very high. 
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G. Technique of Analyzing Data 

To analyze students’ answer in using relative pronouns (who, whom, 

which, whose, that) of adjective clause, the researcher will use the descriptive 

formula by Arikunto (2006, p. 22): 

� =
�

�
× 100 

Where: 

P  = the percentage of examinees who answered items correctly.  

f = the number of examinees who answered items correctly.  

n = total number of examinees who tried the items. 

100 = constant value. 

 

The researcher has used scale to classify the students’ ability category in 

using relative pronouns: 

Table III.7 

The Classification of Students’ Score 

 

SCORE CATEGORY 

80 – 100 Very High 

66 –79 High 

56 – 65 Medium 

46 – 55 Low 

0 – 45 Very Low 

      Arikunto (2006) 
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

 

In this chapter, the researcher would like to draws conclusions based on the 

research that has been done, and then give suggestions regarding with the 

students’ ability in using relative pronouns that are difficult for students in using 

relative pronouns. 

A. Conclusion 

Based on the explanation in chapter IV, the researcher concludes that 

the students’ ability in using relative pronouns at MA Daarun Nhahdah 

Thawalib Bangkinang Islamic boarding school was categorized into enough 

categories, where the mean score was 63,54. Based on the indicators in 

chapter 3, there are 3 indicators. The first, the students ability in using relative 

pronouns sentences as subject  with percentage 61,25%, the students ability in 

using relative pronouns sentences as object  with percentage 63,13%,  and the 

students ability in using relative pronouns sentences as possessive  with 

percentage 66,25 % from the results number of students ability divided by  

the number of students and at times 100. 
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B. Suggestion 

From the conclusion above, the researcher would like to give some 

suggestions to improving students’ ability in using relative pronouns. Thus, 

the researcher suggests: 

1. Suggestion for the teacher 

a. The teacher should pay much attention to the students’ ability in 

using relative pronouns. 

b. The teacher should to explain and discuss the material about 

relative pronouns when they teaching grammar.  

2. Suggestion for the students 

a. The students should motivate themselves to practice their 

grammar, especially in using relative pronouns. 

b. According to the findings, it can be said that the students still 

have difficulties in using relative pronouns correctly. Therefore, 

they should pay more attention in the way of using relative 

pronouns and always practice in the school and home.  

3. Suggestion for the next researcher  

The researcher suggest to the next researchers of the similar area, 

to analyze more deeply about using relative pronouns. 
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