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ABSTRACT 

Okta Prayuza Elfikri (2019): The Correlation between Students` Learning      

Interest and Their Achievement in Speaking 

English at Senior High School 1 Pangean 

Students` learning interest - one of psychological factors effecting student` 

achievement in quantity and quality. Therefore, individuals are able to react 

positively to their academic learning. In the classroom, the teacher should 

stimulate the students’ learning interest. Meanwhile, the goal of learning interest 

is to increase their knowledge when they were learning. Students’ learning interest 

consists of 3 models, which are: enjoyment, attention, and curiosity. The purpose 

of this research is to describe the correlation between students` learning interest 

and their achievement in speaking English at senior high school 1 Pangean. This 

research was descriptive quantitative. There were 26 students as samples chosen 

by using total sampling technique. In collecting the data, the researcher distributed 

the questionnaire to the respondents to determine the students learning interest, 

which consisted of 25 item statements that was constructed based on the 

indicators of learning interest and to know the students’ achievement in speaking 

English the researcher distributed the speaking test. The researcher used 

descriptive statistics to analyze the data. The result of this research showed that 

the score of students` learning interest and their achievement in speaking English 

at Senior high School 1 Pangean was 0.895 and the category was very strong. 

Furthermore, the dominant aspect of students’ learning interest was attention.  

Key word: Learning Interest, Achievement, and Speaking. 
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ABSTRAK 

Okta Prayuza Elfirki (2019): Hubungan antara Minat Belajar Siswa dan 

Keberhasilan Mereka dalam Berbicara 

Bahasa Inggris di SMA 1 Pangean 

Minat belajar siswa - salah satu faktor psikologis yang mempengaruhi prestasi 

siswa dalam kuantitas dan kualitas. Oleh karena itu, setiap individu dapat bereaksi 

positif terhadap pembelajaran akademis mereka. Di kelas, guru harus merangsang 

minat belajar siswa. Sementara itu, tujuan minat belajar adalah untuk menambah 

pengetahuan mereka ketika mereka belajar. Minat belajar siswa terdiri dari 3 

model, yaitu: kesenangan, perhatian, dan rasa ingin tahu. Tujuan dari penelitian 

ini adalah untuk mendeskripsikan gambaran minat siswa dalam keberhasilan 

berbicara bahasa Inggris di SMA1 Pangean, Kuantan Singingi berpikir kritis 

ketika pembelajaran Bahasa Inggris. Desain penelitian ini adalah deskriptif 

kuantitatif. Terdapat 26 siswa sebagai sample penelitian dengan metode total 

sampling technique. Untuk mengumpulkan data, peneliti memberikan kuesioner 

kepada responden untuk mengetahui minat belajar siswa, yang terdiri dari 25 

pernyataan yang tersusun sesuai indikator dari minat belajar siswa dan untuk 

mengetahui keberhasilan siswa dalam berbicara bahasa Inggris peneliti 

memberikan tes speaking. Peneliti menggunakan deskriptif statistik untuk 

menganalisa data. Hasil dari penelitian ini menunjukkan bahwa skor minat belajar 

siswa SMA1 Pangean adalah 0.895, dikategorikan sebagai very strong. Lebih 

lanjut, aspek yang dominan dalam minat belajar siswa adalah attention.   

Kata kunci: Minat Belajar, Keberhasilan dan Berbicara 
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 ملّخص

(: ارتباط بين رغبة تعلم التالميذ ونجاحهم في ٩١٠٢أوكتا فرايوزا الفكري، )
التكلم باللغة اإلنجليزية في المدرسة الثانوية 

 بانجيان ٠الحكومية 

رغبة التعلم لدى التالميذ من عناصر سيكولوجية تؤثر يف إجنازهم كمّيا كان إن 
والبد أو كيفّيا. ولذلك ميكن للفرد أن يرّد بفعل إجيايب لعملية تعلمهم األكادميي. 

للمدرس أن حيرك رغبة تعلم التالميذ داخل الفصل. وهدف رغبة التعلم هو زيادة معرفة 
لم التالميذ تتكون من ثالثة مناذج، منها: االرتياح التالميذ عند التعلم. ورغبة تع

وجناحهم الميذ واالهتمام واإلرادة للمعرفة. وأما هدف هذا البحث فوصف رغبة تعلم الت
بكوانتان سينجينجي  باجنيان ١يف التكلم باللغة اإلجنليزية يف املدرسة الثانوية احلكومية 

ون اللغة اإلجنليزية. وتصميم البحث هو ليستطيعوا أن يتفكروا تفكريا نقديا حني يتعلم
تلميذا وحصل عليها الباحث من خالل  ٦٢تصميم وصفي كمي. وعدد عينة البحث 

تقنية العينة الكلية. وجلمع البيانات استخدم الباحث االستبيان، وذلك ملعرفة رغبة تعلم 
ملعرفة جناح سؤاال متكونا من مؤشرات رغبة تعلم التالميذ، و  ٦٢التالميذ وعدد أسئلته 

التالميذ يف التكلم باللغة اإلجنليزية قام الباحث باالختبار الشفوي. واستخدم الباحث 
حتليل اإلحصاء الوصفي لتحليل البيانات. ونتيجة البحث تدل على أن نتيجة رغبة تعلم 

، فتصل إىل املستوى اجليد جدا. ٥،٨،٢ باجنيان ١املدرسة الثانوية احلكومية التالميذ يف 
 ضال عن ذلك إن أغلب العناصر يف رغبة تعلم التالميذ هو االهتمام.وف

.رغبة التعلم، النجاح والتكلم الكلمات األساسية:  
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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION  

 

A. Background of the Problem 

The interest in English is very important to increase speaking English.  

Some of students who are lazy in educational activities can be caused by one 

of factors that are low interest. They look bored while studying, like to make 

noise, disturb their friends, make a joke on their teacher performance, sleepy, 

day dreaming, go to toilet many times, and leave the subject.  

According to Drs. Tohirin (2005), interest is one of psychological 

factors effecting student` achievement in quantity and quality. On the other 

hand, we have seldom heard that the success or failure of teaching is possibly 

by the students‟ interest. Teachers who teach English in the classroom should 

care about their students because the students who arrive in the classroom with 

are certain concepts about themselves. The teachers should realize that the 

same learning task may be perceived differently by each learner. 

According to Tarigan (1990) speaking is the abi lity to pronounce 

articulation of sounds of words for expressing, stating and conveying thought, 

ideas, or feeling. As one of the language skills, speaking plays an important 

role, especially when conversation, discussion, speech, debate, and dialogue. 

So, it can be considered as the most important of human tool for social 

control. 
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In line with idea about Lado (1983) speaking is the same as oral 

interactions which are conventional ways of information, expressing ideas, 

and thought have in our mind. So, many people are using English in nearly 

every sector and for international relations. 

Almost all countries have adapted English as a compulsory subject at 

school. In Indonesia, English is the subject learned by the students in the 

formal or non-formal education. It started form primary school and up to 

university. Therefore, the mastery of English is imperative for Indonesian 

students. However, most students do not master English yet. They cannot 

absorb the knowledge from the book or other media without mastering 

English. This is proven by the low level of students‟ scores. As the following 

quotes proves, understanding English, or any language, is not easy. Language 

problems are very complicated and unlike any other problems we meet. They 

are also, for everybody, unavoidable, problem. 

Choy and Troudy (2006) stated that students have received formal 

instruction about nine years of basic education and three years of secondary 

education to learn English as foreign language but there are problems in 

common. They learn English because they have to, not because of love or 

have an interest in it. Another problem which exists in students is their 

unwillingness to participate and to take risks of using English language in the 

classroom. 

The researcher argued most people think those factors which effect in 

the achievement of the objective in learning are not only limited to 
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intelligence, age and environment, but it also depends on many factors, one of 

them is interest. Because the researcher agrees that interest is a feeling or 

emotion that causes attention to focus on an object or an event or a process.  

The students‟ interest in speaking English affects their marks for 

English. It is assumed that the students who have high interest in English were 

show effort to learn English more than the students who have low interest in 

English. The students with high interest tend to be more attentive in learning 

English, of course, with the high frequency of attendance. In other words, the 

more they learn and the more attentive they follow the lesson, the better 

English they   acquire. Even though, the researcher wants to find out whether 

the above assumption can be trusted or if there is a significant correlation 

between students‟ learning interest and their achievement in speaking English. 

Senior High School 1 Pangean is one of senior high schools in 

Pangean, Kuantan Singingi Regency, Riau. English is taught twice in a week 

with duration of 45 minutes for one meeting. It means that they have to learn 

English 90 minutes a week. This school uses 2103 curriculum (K13) in 

teaching English as guidance for English teacher. Because of it is importance, 

the teaching of English in Indonesian national curriculum (K13) is targeted to 

make eleventh grade students are able to express meaning in transactional 

conversation and interpersonal conversation and also by using kind of oral 

language accurately and fluently in daily life context. 

Based on researcher‟s preliminary study by interviewing the English 

teachers of Senior High School 1 Pangean on January 2019, Jumadil Awal, 
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S.Pd, the researcher found that many of the eleventh grade students still have 

problem in English, especially in their speaking. It is still not in the curriculum 

expectation. Some of students still have difficulties to achieve the passing 

grade score of English lesson, 70 points. There are many aspects of English 

subject should be learnt by the students, one of them is speaking. According to 

Long and Jack (1987) speaking is a complex set of abilities that involves many 

components; including pronunciation, listening and grammar skills. 

The fact that many of students English subject score is low, makes the 

researcher interested to know particular aspects that affect students 

achievement especially in speaking. As we know, learning interest has 

important role in students‟ achievement English. According to Muhibin (1999) 

interest affects the quality of students learning achievement in many fields of 

certain study. Therefore, the researcher intended to investigate relationship 

between students‟ learning interest toward their achievement in speaking 

English.  

In line with the problem mentioned above from the researcher‟s 

preliminary study at eleventh grade students of Senior High School 1 Pangean, 

the researcher found some phenomena as follows: 

1. Some of students are not able to speak English well;   

2. Some of students are less in speaking practice ; 

3. Some of the students always use bahasa in learning English process. 
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By considering the problems depicted above, thus the researcher is 

interested in investigating the problems into a research and Tittle: “The 

Correlation between Students` Learning Interest and Their Achievement 

in Speaking English at Senior High School 1 Pangean.” 

 

B. The problem  

1. Identification of the Problem 

After conducting preliminary observation at the eleventh grade 

students of Senior High School 1 Pangean, it is clear that most of students 

are still getting problems especially in learning interest of English. To 

make them clearer, the problem of this research was identified as follow: 

a. How is students` ability in speaking English? 

b. How is students` practice in speaking English? 

c. What is the dominant language that students use in English learning 

process? 

2. Limitation of the Problem 

After identifying the problem stated above, thus the researcher has 

to limit his research problems to students‟ learning interest,  especially 

focussing on students who are not interest in speaking and the subject is 

the eleventh grade students of Senior High School 1 Pangean in order to 

pay more attention to a specific problem. 

3. Formulation of the Problem 

Based on limitation of the problem, the problems of the research or 

formulated on the following research questions. 
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a. How is students‟ learning interest at Senior High School 1 Pangean? 

b. How is students‟ speaking English achievement at Senior High School 

1 Pangean? 

c. Is there any significant correlation between students` learning interest 

and their achievement in speaking English? 

 

C. Objective and Significance of the Research 

1. Objective of the Research  

According to statement of formulation of the problem stated above 

the general objective of the study is to describe whether there is any 

Correlation between Students` Learning Interest and Their Achievement in 

Speaking English at Senior High School 1 Pangean.  

There are some objectives are identified as follow: 

a. To know the students` learning interest at senior high school 1 

Pangean. 

b. To know the students` achievement in speaking English at senior high 

school 1 Pangean. 

c. To know the correlation between Students` Learning Interest and Their 

Achievement in Speaking English at Senior High School 1 Pangean. 

2. Significance of the Research 

a. Hopefully, this research able the benefits the researcher as novice 

researcher especially in learning how to conduct a research.  
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b. These research findings are expected to be useful and valuable, 

especially for students and teachers of English at senior high school 1 

Pangean to be further teaching and learning process. 

c. Besides, these research findings are also expected to be positive and 

variable information, especially for thus who are concern in the world 

of teaching and learning English as foreign/second language.  

d. Finally, these research findings are also expected to be the practical 

and theoretical information to development of theories on language in 

general. 

 

D. Reason for Choosing the Tittle  

There are some reasons why the researcher interested in carrying out 

this research. The reasons a as follows: 

1. The title of this research is relevant with the researcher status as a students 

are English education department 

2. The title of this research is not yet investigated by other preview 

researchers 

3. The location of the research facilitates the researcher in conducting the 

research  

 

E. Definition of the Terms 

In order to avoid misunderstanding and misinterpreting of the terms in this 

research, it is necessary to define the terms consisted in this research: 
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1. Learning 

According to Smith (1962) learning is the acquisition of new 

behavior or the strengthening or weakening of old behavior as the result of 

experience. Also David in his book Educational Psychology defines 

learning as the process whereby an organism changes its behavior as a 

result of experience. 

2. Interest 

Interest is one of psychological factors effecting student` 

achievement in quantity and quality (Tohirin, 2005). On the other hand, 

we have seldom heard that the success or failure of teaching is possibly by 

the students‟ interest. Teachers who teach English in the classroom should 

care about their students because the students who arrive in the classroom 

with are certain concepts about themselves. The teachers should realize 

that the same learning task may be perceived differently by each learner. 

3. Achievement  

Achievement is a measure of the quality and or the quantity of the 

success one has in the mastery of knowledge, skills, or understandings. 

References to academic achievement, for example, usually involve 

performance in such areas as reading, mathematics, science, or social 

studies. Hornby (1995) stated that achievement is a thing done 

successfully, especially with an effort and skill. In other words, it is some 

things that will get after accomplished it. 
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CHAPTER II 

THEORETICAL FRAMEWORK 

 

A. Learning Interest. 

1. The Nature of Interest 

Every individual has a tendency to deal with something in their 

environment. If it gives something good to them, possible, they will 

interest to it. Interesting of something is arising from the individual‟s 

interest to something because of their requirement of their feeling that 

something –they will be learned- will mean from them. 

Students who has certain needs or desires toward something, they 

will have high interest a more enthusiastic to achieve what they want to do 

as Sardirmas (2003) said interest is a condition that occurred when 

someone see characteristic of situation that is correlated with his/her own 

need and desire. When it happened, he or she will be easily to learn 

something. Woolfolk (2004) thus, students` interest in and excitement 

about what they are learning is one of the most important factors in 

education. 

Interest motivates people to choose the best and the most interesting 

activity in their life. Because each activity has its own characteristic, 

people always select activities and things that is interesting. 

Furthermore, Alice crow (1956) said that an interest is a motivating 

force that impels an individual toward participation in one activity rather 

9 
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than another. It indicates that interest provides a strong motivation to 

learn. Marimba (1992) said that interest is tendency to something that we 

feel there is an importance to something with happy feeling to something.  

According to some definition above the researcher conclude that 

interest is feeling like and attention  to somebody, something or activity, 

that make the people give full attention to something which taking 

someone‟s fancy without command and compulsion from outside. 

2. Students` Learning Interest 

Students learning interest should be in learning process, if there is no 

intention in learning, students who study need to have a positive attitude to 

the lesson. Students learning interest would become a motivation force, 

that as a strength to encourage somebody to learn. Students who like to the 

lesson looked like being encouraging to learn continually than the other 

who only accept the lesson, students just moved to learn but got the 

difficulty to learn more and more because of students lack of 

encouragement. 

Learning is a matter that is related with a life. Life is a lesson, by 

learning, people know how to live. Because learning is a process that 

happens for a long time and through many steps, it will make someone 

change in certain aspect in his own self. For instance, get dressed, use 

washing machine, ride the motorcycle, etc. they can be done after learning. 

According to Smith (1962) learning is the acquisition of new 

behavior or the strengthening or weakening of old behavior as the result of 
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experience. Also David in his book Educational Psychology defines 

learning as the process whereby an organism changes its behavior as a 

result of experience. 

Loree (1965) stated that learning is a relatively permanent change of 

behavior that occurs as a result of experience or practice. Changes in 

behavior may occur because of a change in the level of interest of 

individual. An additional definition stated by Holonen (1996) said that 

learning is relatively permanent change in behavior that occurs through 

experience. This description tells us that an alteration of learning is 

relatively stable. Through experiences students also learned that they need 

to study in order to do well on a test 

3. Factors Influence Students` Learning Interest 

There are some factors that influence the interest. According to 

Slameto (2010) there are three factors of interest, such as: enjoyment, 

attention and curiosity. 

a. Enjoyment 

In this section, enjoyment means the pleasure felt when having a 

good time or good act of receiving from something. Someone who can 

enjoy something especially the lesson, he or she will give a good 

action, by giving an attention to teacher‟s explanation or reading the 

book. Lucardie (2014) said that Sixty three per cent (63%) of adult 

learners said that fun and enjoyment did impact on their learning. 
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Firstly having fun and enjoying the experience meant that adult 

learners were not bored and were more likely to pay attention. 

b. Attention  

According to Elizabeth (1997), attention is an internal process, 

and, as such, had been abandoned to philosophy when the behaviorist 

tradition dominated psychology. Attention is represented of 

concentration or activity of soul to perception understanding. If the 

student gives good attention to English, certainly the student has an 

interesting in English. In the order hand, interest comes from 

attention. 

Attention is important to learn. Learning is most efficient when 

a person is praying attention. Poor attention can be a sign disorders 

behavior in children learning process. Someone who has attention to 

something it means that he or she has interest to something. In the 

other hand, it is a general interest that leads a person to know more. 

c. curiosity 

A curiosity is a strong desire to know or to learn. Curiosity is a 

willing to know the subject material. When someone interest to 

something, he/she will have a curious to know it more. He/she will 

search all the information related to it. Students, who are interested in 

speaking try to understand the lesson, practice the speaking material at 

class or outside the class. 
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4. The Nature of Speaking  

According to Widdowson (1978) speaking is defined as usage and 

use. Speaking, in the usage sense, involves the manifestation either of the 

phonological system or the grammatical system of the language or both by 

using the speech organs. In terms of use, however, the act of speaking 

involves not only the production of sounds but also the use of gesture, the 

movement of the muscles of the face and indeed of the whole body. 

Byme (1976) stated speaking is a two-ways process. In the process 

of speaking a person does not only consider the informational content of 

what they are saying but also try to project their own ideas appropriately 

and effectively, and present themselves to the world of the listeners in a 

way which engages their attention. 

Speaking ability is indeed an important aspect in learning a certain 

language (Fulcher, 2003). However, speaking is an ability that is taken for 

granted, learned as it is through a process of socialization through 

communicating. 

In addition, to reach a high achievement of speaking ability, learner 

must practice more and more. Like writing, speaking is a complex skill 

requiring the simultaneous use of a number of different abilities, which 

often develop at the different rates. Either four or five components are 

generally recognized in analyzing the speech process, pronunciation and 

intonation, grammar (accuracy), vocabulary, fluency, and comprehension. 
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From many definition explained above, speaking is a skill which 

deals not only the production of what the speaker says but also the 

expressions of the speaker in order people understand what he or she say. 

Speaking is a skill which is used in daily life and the skill is required by 

much repetition. Someone who speaks should have sufficient vocabulary 

to express what he wants to say. 

a. The elements of speaking 

According to Harris (1969, p. 81) there are at least five 

components of speaking, such as pronunciation, grammar, vocabulary, 

fluency and comprehension. 

1) Pronunciation 

The outer manifestation of speech is sound. The speaker must first 

decide want to say, be able to articulate the words, and create the 

physical sounds that carry meaning. According to oxford advanced 

learner‟s dictionary, pronunciation is the way in which a word of a 

language. In pronouncing the words, the learners regularly have 

problems distinguishing between sounds in the new language that 

do not exist in languages they already know. Problems with 

pronunciation may be distracting for the listener, but they rarely 

lead to miscommunication or misunderstanding. According to 

Richard, et al (2002, p. 429), pronunciation is the way a certain 

sound or sounds are produced. 
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2) Grammar 

 Brown (2002) affirmed that grammar is a system of the rules 

governing the conventional arrangement and relationship of word 

in a sentence. In popular use, the term „grammar‟ describes what 

people usually native speakers-ought or ought not to say or write. 

This is called prescriptive grammar because it prescribes correct 

usage. 

3) Vocabulary  

Vocabulary is defined as the words in foreign language. 

Words are perceived as the building blocks upon which knowledge 

of a second language can be built. However, a new item of 

vocabulary may be more than a single word. For example, post 

office and mother-in-law, which are, made up two or three words 

but express a single idea. They are also cannot be deduced from 

analysis of the word components. 

According to the Willis (1990: 42) stated that without 

grammar very little can be conveyed, without vocabulary nothing 

can be conveyed. 

4) Fluency   

In fluency practice, the learners concentrate on 

communicating fluently, praying little attention to accuracy. Their 

attention on the information they are communicating than on the 

language itself. 
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According to Thombury (2006) fluency is primarily the 

ability to produce and maintain speech in real time. To do this, 

fluent speakers are capable or two things: first, appropriate pausing 

(their pauses may fillers like arm, you know), second, long runs 

(there are many syllables and words between pauses). 

5) Comprehension  

Comprehension is the process of understanding speech or 

writing. It results from an interaction between different kinds of 

knowledge. For example: a knowledge of words (including the way 

to spell and pronounce), and a knowledge of grammar, 

comprehension also involves different psychological operations, 

including perception, recognition, and inference. Comprehension 

contributed to language learning and without comprehension there 

is no learning. 

 Fielding & Pearson (1994) defined comprehension is 

comprised of a complex process involving knowledge, experience, 

thinking, and teaching. 

5. Students` Speaking English Achievement 

Carrol (1980) defines English is a language of essential tool for 

communication and whereas grammatical pattern play a crucial role in 

communication, the prime need almost learners is not for theoretical or 

analytical knowledge of the target language, but for an ability to 
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understand and be understood in that language within the context and 

constraints of peculiar language using circumstance. 

So far English is commonly learnt by people from around the world 

than it can be considered as both vehicular and vernacular gain language. 

Vehicular language is a language goes beyond the boundaries of it. 

Original community and use as a second language for communication 

between communities. The opposite meaning of “vehicular language” is 

“vernacular language” means a language used as a native language in a 

single community. 

As English called as vehicular and vernacular language, it is 

understand why English become a dominant international language in 

present communication, science, business, aviation, entertainment, radio, 

and diplomacy. Therefore it can be a reason why today‟s English is being 

taught to over one billion people throughout the world as their second 

language to communicate each other. 

Achievement is a measure of the quality and or the quantity of the 

success one has in the mastery of knowledge, skills, or understandings. 

References to academic achievement, for example, usually involve 

performance in such areas as reading, mathematics, science, or social 

studies.Hornby (1995) stated that achievement is a thing done 

successfully, especially with an effort and skill. In other words, it is some 

things that will get after accomplished it. Gronlund (1976) stated that 

achievement is what a pupil has learned. It means that achievement is the 
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result of students gain after following an instructional process. As we 

know that, the students who have ability in learning will get the good 

achievement when they have passed exam period. 

Based on the definition of achievement, speaking, and English 

above, achievement in speaking is the result which students get after they 

have followed learning process that is signed by score. Students who are 

interested in learning usually have high motivation. They are very 

enthusiastic to do something. Then it will make effort to follow the 

learning process intensively, and they will learn the lesson as well as 

possible not only in the school but also out of the school. 

In learning English, they usually pay attention to what they learn. So 

they are easy to absorb most of the teacher gives them or gains the 

knowledge from the books. They also have needs toward the lesson and 

usually have a clear target to gain what he wants to reach. Of course, they 

will be intended for doing something to make maximally effort to learn. 

Most of them have desires about what they are going to learn. With high 

interest, students can master more information in long time memory. It 

helps them to answer the examination given. At last they possible get 

better result in English. 

In other words, the more interest and the more attentive they follow 

the lesson in English the better English learning achievement they will 

acquire. The researcher concludes there is a positive correlation between 

students` learning interest and their achievement in speaking English. 
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6. The Correlation between Students’ Learning Interest and Their 

Achievement in Speaking English 

Building students‟ interest in English subject is not easy. Moreover 

English is not students own language so it is difficult to understand the 

subject. Especially in speaking skill, students not only have to understand 

language verbally but also non verbally. According to Tohirin (2005), 

interest is one of psychological factors effecting student` achievement in 

quantity and quality. On the other hand, we have seldom heard that the 

success or failure of teaching is possibly by the students‟ interest is 

something which drives the person to participate in some activities. 

Interest can motivate students to enjoy the lesson. Besides that, high 

interest in speaking English makes the students possible concentrate on 

learning Speaking. The more the students‟ concentration on the lesson, the 

better the score they obtain, because concentration can increase the 

motivation. High motivated students can arise a feeling and emotional 

connection to the lesson. The students who have a feeling and emotional 

connection to the material, they are easier to activate previous experience, 

and then the retention can be enhanced. Therefore their speaking score is 

better. 

 

B. Relevant Research 

According to Syafi‟i (2007, p.122), relevant research is required to 

observe some previous researches conducted by other researchers in which 

they are relevant to our research itself. The researcher has to analyze what the 
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point that was focused on, inform the design, findings and conclusions of the 

previous researchers. 

As matter of fact, there are some previous researchers regarding with 

the Correlation between Students` Learning Interest and Their Achievement in 

Speaking English at Senior High School (SMA N) 1 Pangean. One of which 

was conducted by Sri Dewi Mulyani (2017) from Riau University. In her 

research, shows that there is significant and positive correlation between 

students‟ interest and their English learning achievement of the first grade 

students at SMA Negeri Ujungbatu indicating a high correlation. Therefore, it 

answered the research question that there is a correlation between students‟ 

interest and their English learning achievement. And she suggests the students 

to build more interest in learning English because interest and learning 

achievement has a positive relationship, the teachers to make the English 

lesson more interesting because it can influence students‟ interest while 

studying English and other researchers to conduct a specific language skill 

because this research refers to some skills in English. 

 Another researcher Dhamastuti (2014) from Brawijaya University of 

Malang, in her research shows that there is relationship between students 

interest in learning English with their academic achievement. By analyzing 88 

questionnaires which are filled by eight grade students of SMP BSS, the 

researcher revealed the following finding: (1) there are many students that 

have well enough interest in learning English, (2) there is relationship between 
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students‟ interest in learning English with their academic achievement, (3) 

environment gives great influence to students‟ interest in learning. 

Based on the research above, it is clear that there is a correlation 

between students learning interest and their achievement in English, because 

interest is one aspect of educational psychology. 

 

C. Operational Concept 

Syafi‟i (2015, p.110) said that operational concepts are derived from 

related theoretical concepts on all of the variables that should be practically 

and empiric ally operated in academic writing-a research paper. The 

researcher would like to explain briefly about variables in this research. It is 

important to clarify the theories used in this research. This research is 

correlation research, which focuses on correlation between students‟ learning 

interest and their achievement in speaking English. Therefore, in analyzing the 

problem in this research the problems in this research, there are two variables: 

1. According to Slameto (2010), indicators of variable “X” (students‟ 

learning interest) are as follows: 

a. The students enjoy the teaching and learning process 

b. The students pay attention to the teaching and learning process well 

c. The students always feel curious  

2. variable “Y” According to Harris (1989), the operational concepts of 

students‟ ability in speaking English are: 

a. The students are able to speak English grammatically. 

b. The students have sufficient vocabulary. 
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c. The students are able to pronounce the word correctly. 

d. The students are able to speak English fluently.  

e. The students are able to use English comprehensively. 

 

D. Assumption and hypothesis 

1. Assumptions  

Before formulating hypothesis as a temporary answer to the 

problem, the researcher would like to present assumption as follows: 

a. By having learning interest, the students will give more attention to 

practice speaking English; 

b. The students have different interest in learning English and also the 

students‟ have difference ability in speaking English. 

 

2. Hypothesis  

The researcher formulates the hypothesis of this research as follows: 

a. Null hypothesis (Ho) = there is no significant correlation between 

students` learning interest and their achievement in speaking English; 

b. Alternative hypothesis (Ha) = there is a significant correlation between 

students` learning interest and their achievement in speaking English. 
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CHAPTER III 

METHOD OF THE RESEARCH 

 

A. Research Design  

In this research, the researcher uses the correlational study. 

Correlational studies are one common type of scientific research, and one type 

of quantitative research. It is important to have a good understanding of 

correlation research. 

According to Ary (2010) a correlational research is non-experimental 

research that studies the direction and strength of relationship among 

variables. Correlation methods are used to asses‟ relationship and patterns of 

relationship among variables in a single group of subject. In addition, Creswell 

(2012) correlational research is quantitative designs in which investigate the 

use of correlation statistical technique to describe and measure between two or 

more variables or sets of scores. 

The data were collected by giving questionnaires to the students about 

students` learning interest in speaking English, and their achievement was 

taken from the speaking test. 

 

B. Time and Location of the Research 

This research was conducted at the eleventh grade students of Senior 

High School 1 Pangean, which is located at Jl. Ahmad Yani Koto Pangean. It 

was conducted on October 2019 
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C. Subject and Object of the Research 

The subjects of this research are the eleventh grade students of Senior 

High School 1 Pangean consist of science major, while object of this research 

is students` learning interest and their achievement in speaking English. 

 

D. Population and Sample of the Research  

 Arikunto (2006) states that population is the overall subject of study, 

if someone wants to research all the elements that are in the area of research, 

then research is the population of research. According to Ary (2010) the 

larger group about which the generalization is made is called a population. A 

population is defined as all members of any well-defined class of people, 

events or objects. The population of the research is the eleventh grade of the 

students of Senior High School 1 Pangean that consist science major and 

social major, the numbers of students are 116 person. There are 26 students of 

science major and the rest of them include in social major. The researchers 

take all of students in science major as sample and to keep the homogeneity 

of this research. Arikunto (2006) said if the subject less than 100, the better 

takes all of students as research population n. According Ary et al (2010, p. 

148) the small group that is observed is called a sample. Sample is a portion 

of a population.  

The research takes 26 and for specification of the population can be 

seen from the following table: 
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Table III.1 

The Population and   Sample of the Research 
No Class Number of students Sample 

1 XI IPA 26 26 

2 XI IPS 1 29 - 

3 XI IPS 2 31 - 

4 XI IPS 3 30 - 

Total  116 26 

 

E. Technique of Collecting the Data  

In this research, the researcher gets the data which related to teaching 

learning English by doing some: 

1. Questionnaire  

The first technique, the researcher used was questionnaire. The 

questionnaires contain a number of questions for respondents about 

students‟ learning interest. Arikunto (2006, p. 151) clarified that 

questionnaire is a number of written questions that are used to obtain 

information from the respondent in the sense of a report about his 

personality, or things he or she knows. The researcher gave questionnaire 

to the respondent related to students‟ interest in speaking. The 

questionnaire is adopted from Nana Nurjanah (2011). The questionnaire 

have three indicators, they are: enjoyment, attention, and curiosity. It also 

used the Likert scale which contains five alternatives of answer namely, 

“strongly agree, agree undecided, disagree, and strongly disagree”. For 

positive items the strongly agree is given score 5, agree is given score 4, 

the undecided is given score 3, disagree is given score 2, and the strongly 

disagree is given score 1. In contrast, for negative items, the strongly agree 

is given score 1, agree is given score 2, undecided is given score 3, 
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disagree is given score 4, and strongly disagree is given score 5. The 

questionnaire deal with the respondent‟s opinions in responding to 

following opinions based on the Likert-scale (Creswell. 2012, p. 175). 

Table III.2 

The Likert-scale rating 
Option Favorable Unfavorable 

Strongly Agree 5 1 

Agree 4 2 

Undecided 3 3 

Disagree 2 4 

Strongly disagree 1 5 

 

For favorable statements: 

a. Score 5 if the answer is strongly agree 

b. Score 4 if the answer is agree 

c. Score 3 if the answer is undecided 

d. Score 2 if the answer is disagree 

e. Score 1 if the answer is strongly disagree 

For unfavorable statements: 

a. Score 1 if the answer is strongly agree 

b. Score 2 if the answer is agree 

c. Score 3 if the answer is undecided 

d. Score 4 if the answer is disagree 

e. Score 5 if the answer is strongly disagree. 
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Table III.3 

Blueprint of learning interest 

No Indicators 

Favorable Unfavorable 

Number of Item 
Total 

Item 
Number of Item Total Item 

1 Enjoyment  1,3,12,14,15,18 6 4,11 2 

2 Attention  5,6,7,8,9,13,21,24 8 16 1 

3 Curiosity 2,10,17,19,20,23 6 22,25 2 

 Total  20  5 

 

2. Oral test 

The researcher would use test to find out the students‟ achievement 

in speaking English. The test would do by giving students some topics and 

the students‟ must be able to spontaneously using her idea. The researcher 

would record the students‟ conversation. The result of the record would 

analyzing give the score based on the component of speaking ability.  

According to Harris (1989) speaking test should consist of five 

components to be rated, namely: pronunciation, grammatical, vocabulary, 

fluency and comprehension. So, the researcher would know the students 

ability in speaking English. 

 

F. Technique of Data Analysis  

In analyzing the data, the researcher applied quantitative analysis. 

Fraenkel & Wallen (2011; 10) assert that quantitative researcher seek to 

establish relationships between variables and look for and sometimes explain 

the causes of such relationship. There are five categories of students‟ score of 

interest. 
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In order to find out the categories of score, the following are 

classification of the score. 

Table III.4 

The Classification of Students’ Score 
The level score Categories 

80-100 very good 

70-79 

60-69 

Good 

Enough 

50-59 Less 

0-49 Fail 

(Arikunto, 2002) 

 

In analyzing the data of speaking English, Harris (1969, p. 84) 

described the data analyzed as follow: 

1. Pronunciation 

Table III.5 

Pronunciation 

Level Score Requirement 

5 17 – 20 Have few traces of foreign accent. 

4 13 – 16 
Always intelligible, though one is conscious of a definite 

accent. 

3 9 – 12 
Pronunciation problems necessitate concentrated listening 

and occasionally lead to misunderstanding. 

2 5 – 8 
Very hard to understand because of pronunciation 

problems. Must frequently be asked to repeat. 

1 1 – 4 
Pronunciation problems so severe as to make speech 

virtually unintel1igible. 

 

2. Grammar  

Table III.6 

Grammar 
Level Score Requirement 

5 17 – 20 Makes few (if any) noticeable errors of grammar or word order 

4 13 – 16 
Occasionally makes grammatical and/or word-order errors 

which do not, however, obscure meaning. 

3 9 – 12 
Makes frequent errors of grammar and word order which 

occasionally obscure meaning. 

2 5 – 8 

Grammar and word-order errors make comprehension difficult. 

Must often rephrase sentences and/or restrict him self to basic 

patterns. 

1 1 – 4 
Errors in grammar and word order so severe as to make speech 

virtually unintelligible. 
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3. Vocabulary 

Table III.7 

Vocabulary 
Level Score Requirement 

5 17 – 20 Use of vocabulary and idioms is virtually that of a native speaker 

4 13 – 16 
Sometimes uses inappropriate terms and/or must rephrase ideas 

because of lexical inadequacies. 

3 9 – 12 
Frequently uses the wrong words; conversation somewhat 

limited because of inadequate vocabulary. 

2 5 – 8 
Misuse of words and very limited vocabulary make 

comprehension quite difficult. 

1 1 – 4 
Vocabulary limitations so extreme as to make conversation 

virtually impossible. 

 

4. Fluency 

Table III.8 

Fluency 
Level Score Requirement 

5 17 – 20 Speech as fluent and effortless as that of a native speaker. 

4 13 – 16 
Speed of speech seems to be slightly affected by language 

problems 

3 9 – 12 
Speed and fluency are rather strongly affected by language 

problems. 

2 5 – 8 Usually hesitant; often forced into silence by language limitations. 

1 1 – 4 
Speech is so halting and fragmentary as to make conversation 

virtually impossible. 

 

5. Comprehension 

Table III.9 

Comprehension 
Level Score Requirement 

5 17 – 20 Appears to understand everything without difficulty. 

4 13 – 16 
Understands nearly everything at normal speed, although 

occasional repetition may be necessary. 

3 9 – 12 
Understands most of what is said at slower-than-normal speed 

with repetitions. 

2 5 – 8 
Has great difficulty following what is said. Can comprehend only 

"social conversation" spoken slowly and with frequent repetitions. 

1 1 – 4 Cannot be said to understand even simple conversational English. 

 

To collect of the data, the speaking result is evaluated by 

concerning five components  and each component has 20 score to highest 

score and total all score to five components is 100. The specification of the 

test can be seen in the table below: 
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Table III.10 

The Specification of the Test 
No Speaking Components Score 

5 Pronunciation 20 

4 Grammatical 20 

3 Vocabulary 20 

2 Fluency 20 

1 Comprehension 20 

Total 100 

 

In analyzing the data of the students‟ learning interest, the researcher 

used: 

1. Descriptive analysis by the following formula: 

P  
 

 
      

Where: 

P = Number of percentage 

F = Frequency  

N= Number of sample  

2. To analyze whether there is a correlation between students‟ learning 

interest and their achievement in speaking English or not, the researcher 

also used SPSS 20.0 program for windows. The product moment 

correlation coefficient was obtained by considering the degree of freedom 

(df) = N-nr, (N= number of sample, nr = number of variable). 

In addition, the procedure of processing the data by using SPS S 20.0 

program is as follows: 

1. Open SPSS 20.0 program. 

2. Click variable view on SPSS data editor. 
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a. On column name, for the first row is Respondent, for the second row is 

X, and for the third row is Y. 

b. On column type, for the first row change row numeric to string. 

c. On the column label, for the second row is students‟ learning interest 

and for the third row is achievement in speaking English Learning. 

3. Next, click data view in the left corner on SPSS data editor. Input the 

respondent in column respondent, scores of prior knowledge in column X, 

and scores of students‟ learning interest in column Y. 

4. Then, to find the correlation between the score;  

click  : Analyze correlate  bivariate 

5. From bivariate correlation input X and Y to variable  

6. Click Pearson on correlation coefficient 

7. Choose two tailed on test of significance. 

8. Click OK. 

Statistically, the hypotheses are: 

Ha :ro>rtable 

Ho :ro≤ rtable 

Ha is accepted if ro>rtable or there is a significant correlation between 

students‟ learning interest and their achievement in speaking English. 

Ho is accepted if ro ≤ rtable or there is no significant correlation 

between students‟ learning interest and their achievement in speaking English. 

 

 

 

 



   32 

 

Table III.11 
The Interpretation of Correlation Coefficient 

Coefficient Interval Interpretation 

0.80-1.000 Very Strong 

0.60-0.799 Strong 

0.40-0.599 Average 

0.20-0.399 Weak 

0.00-0.199 Very weak 

Adopted from ( Ridhuwan, 2010, p.136) 

 

G. Raters 

According Richards, et al (2002) raters is a person who assigns a score 

or rating to a test taker‟s oral (intra-rater reliability) or written performance 

(inter-rater reliability) on the basis of a set of rating criteria. He also explain 

that Intra-rater reliability is (in testing) the degree to which an examiner or 

judge making subjective ratings of ability (e.g. of L2 speaking proficiency) 

gives the same evaluation of that ability when he or she makes an evaluation 

on two or more different occasions and instead inter-rater reliability is (in 

testing) the degree to which different examiners or judges making different 

subjective ratings of ability (e.g. of L2 writing proficiency) agree in their 

evaluations of that ability.  

In the statement above, it can be concluded that raters are someone 

who will give a score on a test. Which will be assessed by raters is a test on 

writing or speaking. Richard, et al (2002) also explains about test taker‟s 

spoken language production is often tape-recorded and later rated by one or 

multiple raters on the basis of a predetermined rating scale. Harris (1969) 

stated that as with other types of highly subjective measures, the great 

weakness of oral ratings is their tendency to have rather low reliability. The 

simplest and most frequently employed method of measuring oral proficiency 
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is to have one or more trained raters. He also explains if test scoring is done by 

two or more raters, the reliability of their evaluations can easily be checked by 

comparing the scores they give for the same student responses.  

The statement above explain if researchers have one or more raters, 

then raters will be able to provide an assessment of students speaking ability 

and if they have more than one raters, then the results of the assessment can be 

compared to the same student response. 
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CHAPTER V 

CONCLUSION AND SUGGESTION 

 

A. Conclusion   

This research was conducted to find out whether there is a significant 

correlation between students` learning interest and their achievement and 

speaking English at Senior High School 1 Pangean or not. Based on what has 

been discussed, presented and analyzed in the previous chapters, the researcher 

concluded that: 

1. The mean score of eleventh grade students’ learning interest at Senior High 

School 1Pangen is 65.45. It is categorized as “Enough” level. 

2. The mean score of eleventh grade students’ achievement in speaking 

English at Senior High School 1 Pangean is 65. It is categorized as 

“Enough” level. 

3. There is a significant correlation between students’ learning interest and 

their achievement in speaking English at Senior High School 1 Pangean 

“Very Strong” level (0.895).  It can be said that Students’ Learning Interest 

of eleventh grade Senior High School 1 Pangean has a contribution on 

Achievement in Speaking English. 80.10 % of Students’ achievement in 

speaking English was influenced by learning interest. 
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B. Suggestion  

Based on the finding, the researcher would like to propose several   

suggestions, as follows: 

1. Learning Interest of the eleventh grade students at Senior High School 1 

Pangean has a contribution on Achievement in Speaking English. So, it is 

good for the teacher to try collaborating particular techniques to raise their 

learning interest especially in enjoyment and curiosity, because most of 

students have low score in enjoyment and curiosity. No matter what, 

learning interest is needed in achievement in speaking English. 

2. Achievement in speaking English is also on enough level, but they mostly 

got low score in the aspect of pronunciation. The students found it difficult 

to deal and use appropriate pronunciation. Then, practice a lot of speaking is 

a good way to improve their pronunciation. 

3. For future researchers, it is important to be able to understand the theories of 

learning interest well of many experts’ theories,   there are also some aspects 

that they never learn. So, the choice of aspects or indicators which are based 

on what they learn at school is suggested. And it is also crucial to make sure 

that the students have already learnt and understood the learning interest that 

are going to be tested so that the result of the test will be more relevant and 

reliable. 
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