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CHAPTER I

INTRODUCTION

I.1. Background of the Study

There is no doubt that in the era of globalization English plays a very

important role in major aspects of life such as in economy, politics, medicine,

engineering, and education. In the area of education, in Indonesia in particular,

English is taught from primary education to university whereby students are

expected to be able to communicate with the international world and that they

find it easy to get better jobs after they graduate. This language is also learned

and taught as a second or foreign language in other countries. Sozdinler

(2008) states that English enables students to communicate with people from

different countries in the globe. Therefore, the importance of English cannot

be denied and ignored since it is the language which is used internationally

(Hermida, 2009).

In Indonesia, English is one of the compulsory subjects being learned

and taught at schools. Based on the curriculum, four language skills have to be

mastered by the students in learning English. The four language skills are

listening, speaking, reading and writing. Furthermore, Pamela (1991) points

out that a person needs to master various elements to use the language to

convey thoughts, wishes, intentions, feeling and information in both spoken

and written forms.
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Of the four language skills, reading plays a key role by which people

can broaden their knowledge. Reading activity is a complicated process of

human functions and considered essential by many experts. Heisat, et.al.

(2009) say, “Reading is essential to students’ academic achievement and

involves a complicated process.” Not only them, Shaywits (2003) in

Tankersley (2005, p.26) also agrees to the complexity of reading as he states

that reading is the most complex of human functions. In addition, Moats

(1999) in Westwood (2008, p.2) remarks that reading is the fundamental skill

upon which all formal education depends. It is one of the language skills that

must be learned at any level of education. It is an essential part of language

instruction at every level because it supports learning in many ways.

In the context of English language teaching in Indonesia, the teaching

of reading comprehension plays a significant role in leading the students to the

understanding of the written text (Hadi, 2008). Unfortunately, according to

Kothykov (2015), most of Indonesian students find it difficult to comprehend

written materials in English. It is the fact that the students learn Englsih but

they do not use it in their daily communication. They are thinking about

English as a mountain to climb or some kind of an obstacle to overcome. In

many neighboring countries such as; Philippines, Singapore, Malaysia, there is

a culture of using English. The students are able to use English in both oral

and written forms. However, it is not supprising as to why it happens because

they are Commenwealth countries where English is not treated as a forign

language like in Indonesia. Based on the study conducted by Central
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Connecticut State University in New Britain, Conn., US (the Jakarta Post,

March 12, 2016) at literacy and literate behavior, on the reading assessment

result category, Indonesia was in the 60th place or the second-least literate

nation in the world in a list of 61 measurable countries. It means that students’

reading ability in Indonesia is still low. In addition, according to De Wilde

(2016), Indonesian people prefer to read translated books rather than the

original versions written in English although this language is is taught in all

levels of education.

According to Hadi (2008), the teaching of reading comprehension

should be based on the theories of reading. Chastain (1989) reveals that the

ultimate objective of teaching reading comprehension is to enable the students

to comprehend written texts which are considered appropriate to their levels.

Principally, reading skills required are among others, understanding the main

ideas and supporting ideas intended by the author, relating prior knowledge to

those ideas, evaluating, and making inferences and flexible adjustment of

strategies used to comprehend the reading text (Long & Richards, 1987).

Those understandings imply that the objective of teaching reading

comprehension should be helping students to develop all of the reading

comprehension skills. The teaching techniques and strategies used should be

directed to achieve those objectives.

In addition, reading is a way to get information from a text in which

this information will support the learning process. Westwood (2008, p.16)

points out that if the students are able to get the information required, they are
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expected to be able to identify what the text is about. The same idea is also

proposed by Grabe and Stoller (2002, p.9) saying “Reading is the ability to

draw meaning from the printed page and interpret this information

appropriately”. By reading, the students not only get information but also

improve their knowledge and ability in reading.

Furthermore, reading has become one of the important language skills

that learners need since the first time they start studying English. Through

reading they can get much information they need either the needs for

mastering English or other things. Then, without the information they do not

know anything taking place around them, for example, waht is going on in

education, economy, politics, or necessary information in the reading the texts

of English lessons specifically. In line with it, English students need to be

good at reading and get much information to increase their knowledge and

ability from any possible sources that they get. In addition, the students are

expected to develop their reading ability in understanding and comprehending

various kinds of text.

Considering the importance of reading, it is crucial that reading should

be given greatest attention at any level of education, especially in Senior High

School level. One of teaching reading goals at Senior High Schools as stated

in Depdiknas (2006), is to enable the students to understand the formal or

informal written texts which are in the forms of recount, narrative, procedure,

descriptive, and report in the context of daily life. To be more specific, the

students are expected to be able to: (1) read aloud the written text in good
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pronunciation, (2) identify the topic from the written text, (3) identify the

general information, specific information, and the main idea of the written

text.

Based on the preliminary study in SMK Keuangan Pekanbaru, on July

20, 2016, the teacher explained about teaching and learning process in the

class, such as, the students’ achievement and the condition in teaching and

learning process. Based on the data, it was discovered that the minimum

standard score of English (KKM) at SMK Keuangan Pekanbaru was 75.

However, more students who obtained low English scores that were lower

than KKM. Only 41% of them who could reach this minimum standard.

The preliminary study also showed that the implementation of various

strategies was limited. In contrast, Paris et. al. (1991) in Harris and Graham

(2007:3) point out that a good reader should set the highly complex and well-

developed skills and strategies before, during, and after reading that help

him/her to understand and remember what she/he has read. The use of various

strategies which the teacher applied in the classroom seemed inappropriate for

the students. For example, the group discussion method such as Jigsaw, STAD

(Students Teams Achievement Division), and TGT (Team Games

Tournament) did not help the students to comprehend the reading material.

Based on the observation and interview, it was noticeable that the students

were interested in the teaching and learning process by using the methods, but

at the end of the activity they could not catch the idea of the text. In addition,
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the group discussion method which was usually used by the teachers did not

help the students much to comprehend the content of the text. Moreover, the

students just got limited information from the text, although they already paid

attention during the reading activity. According to Anderson (1982:6), paying

attention while reading can activate the reader’s inquiry and help them to gain

deep concentration.

Besides, the students were not able to construct the coherent meaning

from the text and making sense of it. It was also hard for them to determine

the synonym and antonym of certain words, although they were familiar to

some words from the text. According to Haycraft (1978), vocabulary

knowledge is one of the keys in reading which involves knowing the meaning

of words to find out not only the definition of the words, but also the

equivalent meaning from the context of the text. Therefore, without

understanding the words meaning, the readers cannot comprehend the written

material.

Other findings from the preliminary study were that most of the

students were unable to identify the topic of the text, the main idea of each

paragraph, and making the inference of the text. Pearson and Johnson (1978)

point out making inference requires higher order thinking skills; it can be

difficult for many students. However, it can be taught through explicit

instruction in inferential strategies. On the other hand, if the students want to

comprehend a text, they must effectively use strategies that enable them to

make inferences.
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However, according to Harris and Graham (2007:4), the students who

are inactive or have some problems in learning can improve their reading

comprehension if teachers:

1. Implement various strategies that have been documented as

effective in promoting reading comprehension.

2. Design instruction that incorporates effective principles of direct

instruction and strategy instruction.

3. Provide modeling, support, guided instruction, practice,

appropriate feedback, and opportunities to practice across text

types.

4. Monitor students’ progress and make adjustments.

In addition, the goal of EFL instruction is how the students can master

English material effectively. Brown (2007) views that the joy of teaching lies

in witnessing the students’ attainment of broader and broader vistas of

linguistic proficiency and in experiencing the communal bond that is

instrumental managing the teaching and learning process. In this case, English

teacher has the greatest challenge to develop his or her teaching strategies in

encouraging our students to acquire English proficiency by focusing on how

they construct the knowledge by themselves.

Encountering students with low ability in reading comprehension, the

teacher must be creative in teaching and learning process. Teachers do not

only teach the students, but also have to understand their difficulties in
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learning. The teachers need to develop appropriate teaching strategies to help

the students in learning, especially in reading comprehension. In this study,

Self-Monitoring Approach to Reading and Think (SMART) and Visual

Imagery Strategy are proposed to help the students deal with their reading

comprehension.

Visual Imagery or Visualization Strategy is firstly proposed by

Gambrell & Bales (1986). It is used to help students to comprehend what they

are reading. It can encourage students to visualize parts of the story in their

mind. These "mind movies" help clarify information and increase

understanding, and can be done with fiction or nonfiction text. Students need

visual images to help them read and understand the texts. Visual information

can support reading and help them to construct meaning of the text. This

condition makes the students more active and involved in the teaching and

learning process. In short, the use of Visual Imagery can stimulate their

thinking ability and teach them reading good habit.

Another strategy is the Self-Monitoring Approach to Reading and

Think (SMART). This is an effective strategy that can be applied by teacher in

teaching English. By using SMART, the students’ problems in reading

comprehension can be solved. Furthermore, Buehl (2001:23) defines SMART

Strategy as a strategy that helps students to think about how their reading is

proceeding. It assists students in knowing what sorts of questions they need to

ask themselves during reading to gain meaning. In addition, this strategy helps
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students to remember key ideas in a text and encourages students to persist

until the text is understood.

Thus, based on its benefits for reading comprehension and other good

values of the use of the Visual Imagery Strategy and SMART Strategy, this

study will be entitled; The Comparison between the Effect of Using Visual

Imagery Strategy and SMART Strategy on Students’ Reading Comprehension

at SMK Keuangan Pekanbaru.

I.2. Statement of the Problem

Based on the background of the study, it has been recognized that some

of the students of the second year at SMK Keuangan Pekanbaru still faced

more problems in reading comprehension, especially in determining the

unfamiliar vocabulary. The students were not able to construct the coherent

meaning from the text and making sense of it. It was also hard for them to

determine the synonym and antonym of certain words, although they were

familiar with some words from the text. Also, it was hard for the students to

analyze the message in the text given, identifying the main topic of the text,

and answering the questions related to the content of the text. Consequently,

their reading achievement was low and unsatisfactory. Furthermore, the

strategy that the teacher had applied did not really improve the students’

reading comprehension.
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In order to focus on the problem of this study and to avoid biase, the

following questions need to be addressed: What makes the students obtain

low in reading comprehension? Why do the students get difficulties to find

out the implied meaning in the text given? Why do the students get

difficulties in identifying the main idea of the text? Why do the students get

difficulties to determine the reference in the text? What efforts should be

made to enhance students’ reading comprehension? Is Visual Imagery

Strategy appropriate to improve students’ reading comprehension? Is Self-

Monitoring Approach to Reading and Think Strategy appropriate to improve

students’ reading comprehension? At last, which of these strategies provide

more benefits to the students in reading comprehension?

To solve the problems, teachers should conduct some communicative

and innovative strategies to improve students' learning motivation. Teaching

reading comprehension assisted by Visual Imagery and SMART strategy can

be an inspiring strategy to use as this can be enjoyable and meaningful. It is

known that reading is a conscious and unconscious thinking process. The

reader can apply different strategies to reconstruct the meaning that the author

is assumed to have intended. The reader does this by comparing the

information in the text to his or her background knowledge and prior

experience Mikulecky (2008).

The ability to identify the general idea in a text is critical for students to

gain meaning when reading. Brown (2001. 321) says that nothing to worry

about vocabulary as you read looking for an idea. When reading, students will
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find the word that they do not know the meaning of. By not opening the

dictionary can help the students to stay focused on reading. However, the

students of the second year of SMK Keuangan Pekanbaru still opened their

dictionary when they found unfamiliar words. Consequently, they could not

concentrate on finding the main points of the text. By looking for the meaning

in the dictionary, the students mignt know the true meaning of difficult words,

but not the meaning in the context (Ihsan, 2015:9).

In short, Gambrell & Bales (1986) point out that generating an image

while reading requires that the reader be actively engaged with the text,

besides, creating Visual images while reading can improve comprehension. In

addition, According to Vaughn and Estes (in Buehl, 2001), SMART strategy

is one strategy that triggers students to think about how their reading is

proceeding. So, the use of these strategies are hoped to able to provide great

chance for the learners to find out how to comprehend reading passages by

themselves without teacher‘s spoon feeding.

Based on the previous study conducted by Jenkins (2009), it was found

that Visual Imagery improved students’ reading comprehension. In addition,

Visual Imagery gave some benefits to the readers in forming visual images

during reading. Another previous study was conducted by Suryaningsih

(2013) that discovered that SMART could be a very useful instructional

strategy to improve students’ reading comprehension. It is an effective

strategy to teach reading for students who have both high and low self-esteem

especially in reading comprehension. These previous studies help to
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strengthen this research to compare both strategies, Visual Imagery and

SMART, which one was considered better to improve the students’ reading

comprehension.

I.3. Limitation of the Problem

Based on the background and statement of the problem, the study was

focused on comparing the strategy used between Visual Imagery and Self-

Monitoring Approach to Reading and Think (SMART) toward students’

reading comprehension in Report Text. The scope of the study was limited as

follows;

For the research subject, two classes were chosen as the samples of the

research at SMK Keuangan Pekanbaru. Both classes were experimental

groups. Vogt (1991) in Creswell (2009:159) states that experimental research

design explores the effects of two or more treatment variables separately on

an outcome. The classes chosen based on the English teacher’s information

that all two classes should be homogenous  or the students’ capability of the

classes were equivalent and taught by the same English teacher. The data of

the students’ reading comprehension were gathered using a written test. The

type of test in this research was limited into an objective test which consisted

of 25 multiple choice items to be answered based on the text given.

The research was conducted at SMK Keuangan Pekanbaru which is

located on Jl. Tuanku Tambusai Pekanbaru. Due to the consideration of

limited time and budget, this research was done in four meetings during
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November-December, 2016. The participants of this research were the second

year students of SMK Keuangan Pekanbaru in academic year 2016/2017. Two

classes were used as sample in this research by using cluster sampling. Gay

(2000:129) states that cluster sampling randomly selects groups (not

individuals) that have similar characteristics.

I.4. Purpose and Objectives of the study

The purpose of this study was to compare the use of Visual Imagery

and SMART strategies towards students’ reading achievement at SMK

Keuangan Pekanbaru.

Specifically, this study was done to fulfil the objectives stated as in

the following:

a. To determine a significant difference of students’ reading

comprehension before being given a treatment by using Visual

Imagery and SMART strategies at SMK Keuangan Pekanbaru.

b. To find out a significant difference of students’ reading

comprehension before and after being given a treatment by using

Visual Imagery Strategy at SMK Keuangan Pekanbaru.

c. To find out a significant difference of students’ reading

comprehension before and after being given a treatment by using

SMART Strategy at SMK Keuangan Pekanbaru.
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d. To determine a significant difference of the students’ reading

comprehension after being given a treatment by using Visual

Imagery and SMART strategies at SMK Keuangan Pekanbaru.

I.5. Research Questions

Based on the limitation of the problem above, the research questions

are formulated as the following questions:

a. Is there any significant difference of students’ reading

comprehension before being given a treatment by using Visual

Imagery Strategy and SMART Strategy at SMK Keuangan

Pekanbaru?

b. Is there any significant difference of students’ reading

comprehension before and after being given a treatment by using

Visual Imagery Strategy at SMK Keuangan Pekanbaru?

c. Is there any significant difference of students’ reading

comprehension before and after being given a treatment by using

SMART Strategy at SMK Keuangan Pekanbaru?

d. Is there any significant difference of students’ reading

comprehension after being given a treatment by using Visual

Imagery Strategy and SMART Strategy at SMK Keuangan

Pekanbaru?



15

I.7. Significance of the Study

The study is apparently one of the attempts to investigate the

comparison of using Visual Imagery Strategy and SMART Strategy towards

the students’ reading comprehension. Therefore, this study may provide a

useful launching pad for further research in this area of interest. The findings

of this study could provide some forms of empirical data for future research

in this area. It could perhaps also help in the more effective implementation

of the Visual Imagery Strategy and SMART Strategy, especially in reading

comprehension. This study would, therefore, try to provide some feedback

concerning the comparison of using Visual Imagery Strategy and SMART

Strategy in some factors that involve in the implementation. Furthermore, this

study is expected to provide meaningful learning experience to the students

because both of the strategies give advantages in improving their reading

comprehension. Hopefully by applying these strategies, the students’

problems in reading comprehension can be solved.

At the pedagogical level, this study would stand to benefit the selected

school in the study. It would provide an insight into the comparison of the

using of Visual Imagery and SMART Strategies in teaching reading

comprehension. The findings of the study are  also expected to provide the

teachers with some guidance for instructions in both Visual Imagery and

SMART strategies in teaching reading comprehension step by step

effectively.
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Finally, by conducting this research, it hopefully reveals the significant

differences between using Visual Imagery Strategy and SMART Strategy

towards the students’ reading comprehension. Then, it is suggested certain

solutions to the problems being faced and there is a valuable experience after

the completion of the research.

I.8. Rationale of the Study

The low level of reading comprehension achievement of students

becomes one of the general dissatisfactions among teachers. However,

reading is one of the most important language skills in the academic setting.

It is also one of the most complex skills in developing foreign language

fluency since in reading people not only activate their language competence

but also their competence in interpreting the meaning of sentences in the

context. In addition, Lambert (2008) states that reading is the first skill that

must be mastered to get success in school, post-secondary education,

employment, and lifelong learning and citizenship because it is an essential

skill for students at all levels of education. Thus, this study took the students’

reading comprehension as one of the variables.

The success in teaching and learning process cannot be separated

from the efforts of teachers. Teaching reading by using Visual Imagery and

SMART Strategies hopefully can help the teachers in teaching English,

especially in reading comprehension. According to Munro (2005), Visual
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Imagery Strategy improves students’ active involvement with the text which

enhances comprehension skills through visualization. In hence, Knauff and

Leird (2002) state that Visual Imagery is natural to suppose that it is

important in human deductive reasoning, the evidence is equivocal. These

studies have not distinguished between ease of visualization and ease of

constructing spatial models.

Furthermore, Vaughan (2013) argues that Self-Monitoring Approach

to Reading and Thinking (SMART) helps learners to engage and comprehend

the written material easily without need to memorize it. This is one strategy

that triggers students to think about how their reading is proceeding. So, the

use of this strategy is supposed to be able to make our learners comprehend

reading passages better. In addition, both strategies help the learners in

comprehending the text and answering the comprehension questions without

a need to go back to the passage frequently.

In this research, SMK Keuangan Pekanbaru was chosen as the

research location for this study was considered appropriate to be conducted to

solve reading comprehension problems of the students in learning English.

Besides, this school had enough students for the participants of the research.

I.9. Definitions of Terms

To get a general understanding about the aim of this research, the

following terms are defined:
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1. Visual Imagery is a teaching strategy which is used to help students

to comprehend what they are reading. It can encourage students to

visualize parts of the story in their mind. These "mind movies" help

clarify information and increase understanding, and can be done with

fiction or nonfiction text. (Gambrell & Bales,1986)

2. Self-monitoring Approach for Reading and Thinking (SMART)

Strategy is a strategy that helps students to think about how their

reading is proceeding. It assists students in knowing what sorts of

questions they need to ask themselves during reading to gain

meaning. In addition, this strategy helps students to remember key

ideas in a text and encourages students to persist until the text is

understood. (Buehl, 2001:23)

3. Reading Comprehension is the building of the bridges between the

new and the known (Pearson & Johnson, 1978). Since reading

comprehension is a mental dialogue between writer and reader, the

reader needs to interpret and process what is being read in accordance

with what is already known. It is difficult for a reader to learn

something new if it cannot be connected to something that is already

known. In this research, reading comprehension is the reading

comprehension of the students of SMK Keuangan Pekanbaru.

4. Report Text is a text which describes things in general. Gerot and

Wignell (1994: 196-197) state that report text is a text which
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functions to describe the way things are, with reference to a range of

natural, manmade and social phenomena in our environment. To tell

the facts of the things described, simple present tense is used in this

type of text. But, for the things that are extinct, report text usually

uses simple past tense.


