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CHAPTER II

REVIEW OF RELATED THEORIES

A. Theoretical Framework

1. Speaking Skill

a. The Nature of Speaking

Speaking is one of the skills that have to be mastered by students in

learning English. It is important for students to known definition first.

Many experts define speaking in different ways. Brown and Yule stated in

their book. “Speaking is to express the needs–request, information,

service, etc.”8The speakers say words to the listener not only to express

what in her mind but also to express what he needs whether information

service. Most people might spend of their everyday life in communicating

with other. Revell defines communication as follow: “Communication, of

ideas, of opinions, of feeling.”9 Therefore, communication involves at least

two people where both sender and receiver need to communicate to

exchange information, ideas, opinions, views, or feelings.

Meanwhile, Jones stated, “Speaking is a form of

communication.”10 We can say that the speaker must consider the person

they are talking to as listeners. The activity that the person does primary

based on particular goal. So, it is important that everything we wants to

say is conveyed in an effective way, because speaking is not only

8 Gillian Brown and George Yule, Teaching the Spoken Language : Approach Based on
the Analysis of Conversational English (Australia : Cambridge University Press, 1989), p. 14

9 Jane Revell, Teaching Technique for Commutative English (London Macmillan : Pres
Ltd). P. 27

10 Rhodi Jones, Speaking and Listening (London : The Bath Press, 1989), p. 14
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producing sounds but also a process of achieving goals that involves

transferring messages across. Jone said, “How you say something can be

important as what you say in getting your meaning across.”11 Therefore,

speaking process should pay attention to want and how to say as well as to

whom appropriately.

According to Nunan, the successful oral communication involves

developing:

a. The ability to articulate phonological features of the language

comprehensibly

b. Mastery stress, rhythm, intonation patterns

c. An acceptable and interpersonal skills

d. Transactional and interpersonal skills

e. Skills in taking short and long speaking turn

f. Skills in the management of interaction

g. Skills in negotiating meaning

h. Skills in knowing about the negotiating purposes for

conversations12.

Speaking is the one of the most important competencies that should

be mastered by the language learners especially English learners beside

reading, listening and writing.

11 Ibid. Rhodi Jones
12 David nunan. Designing Task For Communicative Classroom. (new York: Cambridge

University Press, 1989) p. 32



9

b. The Purposes of Speaking

It is beneficial to understand about the purposes of speaking

themselves. According to lynch and Anderson in hazairin hasan and I.S.P

Nationexpress there are eight purposes of studying speaking:

a. To achieve and extend the learner’s linguistic competence

b. To increase their confidence in using spoken English

c. To develop their ability to analyze and evaluate spoken

performance

d. To sharpen their strategy competence in face-to-face interaction

e. To convey their message to someone else.

f. The learners can use communication strategies, dictionaries or

previous input to make up for gaps in their productive knowledge.

g. There are plenty of opportunities to produce.

h. The learners talk about things that are largely familiar to them.

c. The Components of Speaking

According to Hughes,there are five components of speaking, namely:

a. Pronunciation

b. Grammar

c. Vocabulary

d. Fluency

e. Comprehension13.

13 Hughes, Arthur, Testing for language teachers. (Cambridge University Press, 2003) P. 118
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a. Pronunciation

According to Hornby, pronunciation is the way in which a word is

pronounced14. To make our communication by interlocutor it is better for

us to produce the words clearly, because the pronunciation affects the

interlocutor understanding in receiving the meaning of massages.

b. Grammar

Grammar is the one of language components. Hornby says that

grammar is the rules in a language for changing the form of words and

combining them into sentences15. Using the correct grammar makes

someone know the real meaning of the sentences.

c. Vocabulary

The other component that is very crucial and it will show us the

speaking ability of some bodies from the quality of the vocabularies that

can express in conversation. According to Hornby vocabulary is the total

number of the words in a language16.it means that vocabulary plays that

important role in speaking.

d. Fluency

Speaking is an activity of reproducing words orally. It indicates

that there is a process of exchanging ideas between speaker and listener.

14Hornby. Oxford Advanced Learner Dictionary Of Current English. (oxford University
Press,1995)p.928

15 Hornby, ibid. p. 517
16 Hornby. Ibid. p.1331



11

Hornby17 says that fluency is able to speak or write a language of perform

an action smoothly or expressed in a smooth and accurate way. In

speaking, fluency makes us easy to understand the meaning.

e. Comprehension

According to Hornby, comprehension is the power of

understanding or an exercise aimed at improving or testing one

understands of a language (written and spoken)18. It indicates that in

comprehension the speaker and the listener have to understand what the

intended meaning of the speaker when he or she says something.

2. Round Robin Technique

a. The Nature of Round Robin Technique

Round Robin is primarily a brainstorming technique in which student’s

generation ideas but do not elaborate, explain, evaluate, or question the ideas.

Group of members take turns responding to a question with a words, phrase,

or short statement19. it means that round robin technique give freedom to

students to speaking.

Besides that, Round Robin technique is able to generate ideas and

speak in order moving from one student to the next20. It means that Round

Robin technique gives a chance to students to speaking. According to Kagan

17 Hornby, ibid. p. 427
18 Hornby. Ibid. p. 235
19 Elizabert E Barkley, K.Patrisia Cross, Claire Howell Major. Loc.cit
20 Ibid. p. 103
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in Erly Wahyuni Round Robin is an oral technique21. According to Dr.

Idahlynn Karre22 round robin engages students in group discussion of key

ideas from class It means that round robin is one technique to improve

students’ speaking skill in class in group.

A round-robin story is one that is started by one person and then

continued successively by others in turn. Whether an author can get additional

turns, how many lines each person can contribute, and how the story can be

ended depend on the rules.23

Illustration of Round Robin technique teaching process

b. The Purpose of Round Robin

According to Idahlynn Karre24The purpose of Roundrobin is to engage

every student in the discussion by following a systematic structure for sharing.

Students may offer new ideas in turn. Or, students may “pass” if they have

nothing new to add at the time of their turn. Students may “pass” during one

21 Erly Wahyuni. The Effectiveness of Cooperative Learning Technique in Increasing the
Students’ Comprehension of Literacy Texts. (Malang: unpublished,2006) p. 8

22Idahlynn Karre. Strategies, Busy, Noisy, and Powerfully Effective:cooperative learning
in the college classroom. ( Team-based Learning in the College Classroom.2009) p. 9

23 http://whatis.techtarget.com/definition/round-robin
24 Idahlynn Karre, loc. cit.
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round and then offer an idea on the next. Passing does not eliminate students

from the discussion. Passing simply indicates that a student has nothing new to

add during this turn.The turn taking follows around the circle until the team

exhausts all ideas and all students “pass” on their turn.

In this technique, it is inferred that the students must have good

cooperation to create a story of the descriptive text later and it makes the

students become active learner or the teaching and learning instruction is

student centered instruction. According to Silberman, Student centered

instruction is students or learners is more active than a teacher.25

c. Advantages of Round Robin Technique

Round Robin is one of cooperative learning strategies. Cooperative

learning is a, successful strategy which small teams, each which students

different levels of ability26. So, there are some advantages of cooperative

learning27 :

a. Cooperative learning develops high level thinking skill.

b. Skill building and practice can be enhanced and made less tedious

though cooperative learning activities in and out classroom

c. It creates can environment for active, involved and exploratory

learning.

25Melvin L, Silberman. Active Learning 101 strategies to teach any subject. Allyn and
Bacon : 1996

26 Rita Rani Mandel  . Cooperative Learning Strategies to Enhance Writing Skill.(
Modern Journal of Applied Linguistic. Volume 1:2 march .2009) p.97

27 Ibid. p. 98
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d. It improves the performance of the weaker students when grouped

with higher achievement students.

e. It addresses learning style different among students.

Based on the advantages above, the researcher will apply this

technique to find outthe improvement of students speaking ability by using

round robin technique or the first formulation and what are the factors will be

influenced by round robin technique or the second formulation.

d. Teaching Speaking by Using Round Robin Technique

Speaking is the key of communication and interaction with other people.

So, in speaking some students still have problem like error grammar, error

pronunciations especially in junior high school. They have lack vocabulary and

not confidence in front their friend eventhough in theirselves.Round Robin

technique is able to generate ideas and speak in order moving from one student

to the next28.so, round Robin are able to improve students speaking skill by

using small group discussion.

The procedures of round robin technique in teaching speaking are as

follows29:

a. Ask the students in form groups of four or six

b. Explain that the purpose off brainstorming is to generate many

ideas. Groups’ members will take turns, moving clockwise. And

28Elizabert E Barkley, K.Patrisia Cross, Claire Howell Major. Loc.cit.
29Elizabert E Barkley, K.Patrisia Cross, Claire Howell Major. Op.cit, p. 108 - 109
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respond to the question. Inform students that to prevent

interrupting or inhibiting the flow ideas, they must refrain from

evaluating, questioning, or discussing the ideas.

c. If it would be beneficial for students to assume a role (such as

recorder or rule enforces), allow a few moments for role

assignment.

d. Tell students whether or not they will go around the group once or

multiple times, announce a time limit, and pose the prompt.

e. Ask one students to begin the activity by stating an ideas or

answer aloud. The next student continues the brainstorming

session by stating a new idea. The activity continues, moving

from member to member in sequence, until all students have

participated.

B. The Relevant Research

The research has been contributed by:

1. Nurita Dwi Agustiningrum (2011) in her project entitled “improving

students’ speaking skill  using round robin technique at the second grade

of SMP NEGERI 1 Gondang fo academic Year of 2010/201130. The

research findings prove that roundrobin can improve the students’

speaking skill and the classroom situation is more cooperative and

communicative when round robin is implemented in teaching speaking.

30Nurita Dwi Agustiningrum.  Improving Students’  Speaking  Skill  Using Round Robin
Technique at the Second Grade of SMP NEGERI 1 Gondang for Academic Year of 2010/2011.
(Surakarta:Unpublished, 2011).
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Furthermore, the research conducted by the writer has a different. The

writer used round robin technique to increase speaking skill the second

Grade of Madrasah Tsanawiyah Mauhammadiyah Gobah which enable

students to improve speaking by grouping.

2. Itnaini Hormah(2011). in her project entitled “the use of round robin

structure to improve students speaking skill at state junior high school 13

Semarang for grade VII in the academic year of 2010/2011”31. The

research findings prove it can be concluded that the use of RoundRobin

structure can improve the students’ speaking skills. The writer used round

robin technique to increase speaking skill the second grade of Madrasah

Tsanawiyah Mauhammadiyah Gobah whichenables students to improve

speaking by grouping.

C. Operational Concept

There are 2 indicators in for this research, as follow:

1. Indicators of Round Robin Technique

a. Teacher divides the students into some groups

b. Teacher explains about the material by using brainstorming to

generate some ideas.

c. Teacher explains about the roles of technique.

d. Teacher asks for to the students to begin the activity

e. Teacher makes all of student active in learning process.

31Itnaini Hormah(2011). The Use of Round Robin Structure to Improve Students   Speaking   Skill
at State Junior High School 13 Semarang for Grade VII in  the Academic Year of 2010/2011.
(Semarang:Unpublished, 2011)
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2. Indicators of speaking skill

a. Students are able to tell descriptive text with good speaking

fluency.

b. Students are able to tell descriptive text with good grammar in

speaking.

c. Students are able to tell descriptive text with good speaking

accuracy.

d. Students are able to tell descriptive text with good vocabulary in

speaking.

e. Students are able to tell descriptive text with good pronunciation in

speaking.


