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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background of the Problem  

Writing is one of the essential English productive skills that should be 

mastered by students. It plays a significant role in English as Second Language 

(ESL) or English as Foreign Language (EFL) learning. Hughey et al. (1983, p.50) 

state that writing should be taught deeply and creatively because it is a medium to 

express feeling, information, and understanding. It is an ability to combine words 

and thoughts through the written form. 

Writing in teaching and learning process is often missed by most of the 

English teachers in formal school. Writing in teaching and learning process is 

often missed by most English teachers in formal school. English learning only 

focuses on Reading passage and grammatical structure which is provided in 

Workbook. Then, writing activity which is written in Lesson Plan only becomes 

teacher’s annual work in accomplishing semester duty. Teacher only talks about 

writing in general without figuring out the difficulties that are faced by students. 

Besides, however they teach writing, the method which is used is still 

conventional. Teacher doesn’t elaborate the writing learning into some activities 

that could help students to grasp and make a product of writing. This activity 

occurs from year to year and causes lack of writing ability for the student itself.  

By seeing the situation that was observed on 24
th

 July 2018, the researcher 

found the same problem that is faced by students on grade tenth at Vocational 

High School Ibnu Taimiyah Pekanbaru that is located at Hangtuah Street. The 
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school uses School-Based Curriculum as its guidance in learning and teaching 

activity where English is taught twice a week in duration of 90 minutes for each 

meeting. Based on the curriculum which is used by the school, it is stated that the 

minimum score for English ability that consists of speaking, writing, reading and 

listening is that 75. 

Besides, the learning process is still monotones. Both of teacher and 

students only focus on English book that has exercises to be accomplished and 

assessed in order to fulfill daily scoring. Then, writing class refers to basic 

learning where students are provided topic that needs to be elaborated into long 

paragraph. Meanwhile, teacher who works as facilitator doesn’t provide clear 

explanation relate to writing task.  

Based on the researcher observation, the students’ difficulties could be 

listed such below: 

1. Some of the students got difficulties to start paragraph writing. 

2. Some of the students were lack of ideas to elaborate the paragraph 

writing. 

3. Some of the students made mistake in writing paragraph feature, such 

as main idea and supporting idea. 

4. Some of the students were lack of vocabulary especially in connecting 

one sentence to another sentence. 

5. The teaching method was still conventional method.  
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Based on the phenomena above, the researcher concludes that it is 

necessary to improve the students’ writing ability as good as possible because of 

the conventional method used by the English teacher in teaching writing is not 

effective to improve students’ writing ability Moreover, there is an appropriate 

strategy that can help students in writing ability is that Content Purpose Audience 

(CPA) strategy.  

Peha (2003, p. 71) states that CPA is a terrific writing strategy that helps to 

define their entire piece and it also works well as a revision strategy. It has six 

different boxes to fill up, and several piece of information required for “key 

detail” and questions”. This strategy is used in writing activities as a strategy in 

organizing the ideas about the topic. Margot (2005, p. 9) defined this strategy is a 

concept of writing in which the researcher makes a chart to organize the point 

about what he/she wants to share. The content includes the most important think 

the author wants the audience to know and the importance piece that help reader 

to lock the key idea. The purpose of the piece expressed in terms of what the 

author would like the audience to think after they have finished reading. So, this 

strategy will help students to write more effectively, especially on writing 

expository paragraph. 

Based on the phenomena above , then the researcher is interested in 

conducting a research entitled ”The Effect of Using Content Purpose Audience 

(CPA) Strategy on Students’ Writing Ability of Expository Paragraph at 

Vocational High School Ibnu Taimiyah Pekanbaru” 
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B. Problem 

1. Identification of the Problem 

Based on the background above, the problems are identified as follows: 

a. Why were some of the students got difficulties to start paragraph 

writing? 

b. What made some of the students were lack of ideas to elaborate 

the paragraph writing? 

c. Why were some of the students made mistake in writing 

paragraph feature, such as main idea and supporting idea? 

d. What made some of the students were lack of vocabulary 

especially in connecting one sentence to another sentence? 

e. Why did the teacher still use conventional method in teaching? 

 

2. Limitation of the Research 

Based on the problem identified above, it is shown that students 

still faced the problems and difficulties to produce written language in 

writing expository paragraph. Considering the limited resources that the 

researcher had, thus, the researcher focused the problem of the research on 

investigating the effect of using Content Purpose Audience (CPA) 

Strategy on students’ ability in writing expository paragraph at Vocational 

high school Ibnu Taimiyah Pekanbaru. 
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3. Formulation of the Problem 

Referring to the identification of the problems above, the problems 

of this research can be formulated into the following questions: 

a. How the students’ writing ability taught by using content Purpose 

Audiene (CPA) strategy?  

b. How is the students’ writing ability taught without using Content 

Purpose Audience (CPA) strategy? 

c. Is there any significance difference between the students’ taught and 

without taught by using Content Purpose Audience (CPA) strategy at 

ocational High School Ibnu Taimiyah Pekanbau? 

d. What strength of significance as a result of the effect using Content 

Purpose Audience (CPA) strategy on the students’ writing ability? 

 

C. Objective and Significance of the Research 

1. Objective of the research 

a. To find out how is the students’ writing ability taught by using 

Content Purpose Audience (CPA) strategy at Vocational High 

School Ibnu Taimiyah Pekanbaru. 

b. To find out how is the students’writing ability taught without using 

Content Purpose Audience (CPA) strategy at Vocational High 

School Ibnu Taimiyah Pekanbaru. 

c. To find out wheter is any significant difference of the students’ 

writing ability taught by using and without using Content Purpose 



6 

 

 

Audience (CPA) strategy at Vocational High School Ibnu Taimiyah 

Pekanbaru. 

d. To find out what strength of significance as a result of the effect 

using Content Purpose Audience (CPA) strategy on student writing 

ability. 

2. The Significance of the Research 

There are some significances of the research mentioned by the 

researcher as follows:  

a. These research findings hopefully contribute the valuable 

information to the teachers of English at Vocational High School 

Ibnu Taimiyah and all teachers of English generally as an 

appropriate guidance to improve the students’ writing ability. 

b. These research findings are expected to provide the positive 

contributions related to the process of teaching and learning English, 

especially in writing activity. 

c. These research findings are also expected to motivate the students to 

improve their writing ability. 

 

D. Reason for Choosing the Title 

There are some reasons why the writer is interested in carrying out this 

research based on the following reasons:  

1. The title of this research is relevant with the writer’s status as a student of 

English Education. 
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2. The problems of this research are not yet investigated by other previous 

researchers. 

3. The location of the research facilitates the writer in conducting the 

research. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


