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CHAPTER II 

LITERATURE REVIEW 

 

A. The Theoretical Framework 

1. The Nature of Reading 

Reading skill is one of the essential factors in teaching and learning 

English. Through reading people know the word because reading gives 

enjoyment as a medium of getting information and knowledge. Reading 

means to learn various written symbols, simultaneous associationof these 

symbols with existing knowledge and comprehension of the 

information.In other words, reading is the combination of word 

recognition, intellect, andemotion interrelated with prior knowledge to 

understand the message communicated. 

Nunan (2003, p.68), “Reading is a process of the readers to 

combine the information from the text in order to build a meaning”. It 

means that by reading, learners will make greater progress and 

development in all areas of learning. By the reading also the reader can 

catch the meaning and the information about what they read. The leaners 

should gain meanings for them. 

Reading is also an interaction between the reader and the writer. 

The text provides information that the author wants the reader to 

understand in certain ways. The reader also brings a wide range of 
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background knowledge to reading, and she or he actively constructs the 

meaning of the text by comprehending what the writer intends and by 

interpreting it in terms of the background knowledge activated by the 

reader, (Grabe,2000, p.15). 

 Reading more is the best way to increase our knowledge. Reading 

is also used to enhance our vocabulary. This helps us understand words 

better, remember them longer and use them correctly. The purpose of 

reading is not merely for getting information and knowledge. 

Hearly (2000, p.1) also reminds that reading is a complex process 

that requires a carefull and systematic instructional and dependent upon 

reader‟s world knowledge, vocabulary and memory skills. It can be 

concluded that reader needs to have knowledge to comprehend the text. 

Reading is not only about eye movement, how fast something to be 

read but it is a process which involves, namely : word recognition, 

comprehension, fluency, the reader also obtains sample of the text at many 

levels of language simultaneously as a reader we have to notice letter, 

word, associated meaning, sentences structure, context and more.  

Regarding this, Smith (2004, p.125) concedes that reading is a 

meaningful purpose and contexts are involved. Reading is not only the 

process to read the words, sentences or texts but also through reading the 

readers should be able to get something from the reading materials. 

 



 11 

According to Brown (2003, p.189), there are four basic types of 

reading, they are as follows: 

a. Perspective 

Perspective reading tasks involve attending to the components 

of larger stretches of discourse such as letters, words, punctuation, and 

other graphemic symbols. Bottom-up processing is implied. 

b. Selective  

This category is largely an artifact of assessment formats. In 

order to ascertain one‟s reading recognition of lexical, grammatical or 

discourse features of language within a very short stretch of language , 

certain typical task used: picture-cued task, matching, true/false, 

multiple choice, etc. A combination bottom-up and top-down 

processing may be used.  

c. Interactive  

Included among interactive reading types are stretches of 

language of several paragraphs to one page or more in which the 

reader must interact with the text. The typical of text such as anecdote, 

short narrative and description excerpts from longer texts, 

quetionnnaires, memos, announcement, directions, recipes, and the 

like. Top-down processing is typical of such task, although some 

instances of bottom-up may be necessary. 

d. Extensive  

Extensive task applies to the texts of more than a page, up to 

and including professional texts, essays, technical reports, short stories, 

and books. Top-down processing is used for this task. 
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Based on the definition above, the researcher concludes that 

reading is to understand and get ideas or information from the reading text. 

2.  The Nature of Reading Comprehension 

Reading is very helpful in teaching and learning process. 

Moreover, it plays an important role in guiding students to be successful in 

learning language, especially in learning foreign language. 

Reading with comprehension means understanding what has been 

read. Jannete (2007, p. 18) claims that reading comprehension is the 

process of constructing meaning by coordinating a number of complex 

processes that includes word reading, word and world knowledge, and 

fluency.  

According to Kalayo(2007:115), reading comprehension is thus 

much more then decoding. Reading comprehension results when the reader 

knows which skills and strategies are appropriate for the type of text and 

understand how to apply them to accomplish to the reading,the purpose for 

reading and type of text determine the specific knowledge, skills, and 

strategies that readers need to apply to achieve comprehension. 

According to Snow (2002, p.11), reading comprehension is the 

process of simultaneously extracting and constructing meaning through 

interaction and involvement with written language. It is dealing with the 

process of catching meaning and idea from the written text.   
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Klinger (2007, p.14) adds comprehension is typically measured by 

requiring students to read a short passage and then answer multiple-choice 

or short-answer questions or by using a cloze task. 

Reading is used to understand the text, which is called reading 

comprehension. The first point to be made in the reading process is 

reading comprehension. Klinger (2007, p.8) defines that reading 

comprehension involves much more than readers‟ responses to text. 

Reading comprehension is a multicomponent, highly complex process that 

involves many interactions between readers and what they bring to the text 

(previous knowledge, strategy use) as well as variables related to the text 

itself (interest in text, understanding of text types). It means that reading 

comprehension has broadly involvement, such as the connection between 

readers and the text, text and readers‟ background knowledge. It means 

that much more the readers read a text, if they comprehend and understand 

the text, the reader automatically responses to text. The reader will get 

information, get pleasure, get knowledge, etc. 

In conclusion, as a reader, comprehension is very important 

because without comprehension, reading is nothing. Comprehension will 

make reader easy to read a text. The reader‟s background knowledge about 

the text is very important term of reading comprehension. Thus, the 

readers will understand and get the point from the passages easily. 
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a. Aspects of the Reading Comprehension 

When reading the text, students need to know the aspects of reading 

comprehension, they are as follows: 

1. Main Idea 

Main idea is called the topic sentence. The main idea of a 

paragraph is what the authors want you know about the topic. It is 

the broad, important idea that the writer develops throughout the 

paragaraph (Fiprinita, 2013, p.13) 

2. Language Features 

The grammatical order of the text is Language feature that is 

the rules in a language to look for the similarities of the words in the 

text. 

3. Generic Structure 

This term refers to the way a text is organized to guide 

readers in identifying key information (Klingner, 2007, p.76). Texts 

are organized in different ways. This is very important to divide the 

text into some strands in order to ease the reader interpret the text. A 

key characteristic for all text types is the requirement to orient or 

introduce the character involved in the story, the time and place in 

the story (Knapp, 2005, p.222). 

4. References  

One of the aspects of comprehension is that the readers must 

be able to mention the particular objects or things that have been 
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mentioned by author. Reference can be defined as a pronoun or 

noun- phrase that refers to a previous text. 

3. The Concept of Difficulties 

The difficulty is the basic from error. It occurs because the students 

are confused or do not know or understand about the material which the 

teacher is explained. The result, they produce error later. On the seminar 

words, it is the main factor which makes the students produce the error. 

According  to Peter Westwood (2001, p.33),the difficulties for 

most poor readers are compounded by the fact that they do not possess, 

and are not aware of, effective strategies to help them extract meaning. 

They do not have any mental plan of action to help them find main points, 

important details and key concepts or to form conclusions. They just tackle 

the print head-on. They do not think deeply about what they are reading 

and do not interact cognitively with the information. This makes any 

progression above the literal level of understanding difficult to achive.  

Cullingford (2001, p.15) says, „Children learn to read from the 

moment that they make sense of language, for reading brings together the 

abilities of visual and auditory discrimination that children explore from 

birth, and the sense of meaning that language engenders‟. However, 

reading is acknowledged to be a complex skill, and it is not surprising that 

some students encounter learning difficulties in this area. 
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Peter Westwood (2001, p.26) mentioned three factors contribute as 

the cause of difficulty in learning to read „Some factors are located within 

the learner‟s background, some within the teaching approach, somewithin 

the learning environment‟. 

1. Learners‟ Background 

The learner‟s background means something which comes from 

the learners themselves. It was related to the learner‟s attitude toward 

reading, such as interest and motivation in reading and the prior 

knowledge that the learner has known before. 

a. Interest and Motivation 

Students who have low motivation in learning will make 

their achievement low because motivation is an essential factor to 

make teaching and learning process more effective and efficient. 

Motivation is one of the most important factors in second language 

acquisition. Harackiewicz & Hulleman  (2010, p. 43) write that 

motivation is often thought of as a process that contributes to 

learning and achievement.  

Interest is being one of the important factors in order to 

increase the students‟ achievement in reading. Shalahuddin (2003, 

p.95 stated that “interest is a concern that contains elements of 

feeling. It can motivate the students to be active in their job or their 

activity.” Furthermore, De Bortoli (2010, p.28) argued that having 
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an interest in and enjoying a subject affects not only the intensity, 

quality and persistence in specific learning situations but also 

affects engagement in learning situations in general and enhances 

motivation. Therefore, if the readers have interest to read, it will be 

easier for them to understand what they read. On the other side, if 

the readers have no any interest to read, it will be difficult for them 

to understand it. 

Therefore, it can be concluded that the good interest and 

motivation result in the good achievement of the students. It will be 

easier for the students to achieve something if they have interest 

and motivation to learn it. As well as it will be easier for them to 

understand text, if they have interest and motivation to read the 

text.  

b. Learners‟ prior knowledge  

Carnegie (2013) stated that “students usually come into the 

class with the prior knowledge gained from the class or outside the 

class. It influences how they filter and interpret what they are 

learning.” Furthermore, Jacobovits believes that the student‟s prior 

knowledge influences the student‟s ability in learning a foreign 

language. Students who have a lot of knowledge will be easier to 

learn the new lesson. It means that students with a lot of knowledge 

about reading will quickly understand about something they read. 

On the other hand, students who have little knowledge (grammar or 
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vocabulary) may have some difficulties in understanding 

something they read. For an example, a student who never knows 

and hears about what is the word famous, and in some occasions 

dealing with it will find the story hard to follow, so he must have 

prior knowledge that enables him to bring personal meaning to the 

events and feelings in the story.  

2. Teaching Technique 

Teacher is one of the school environmental factors who has 

important role to increase students‟ learning achievement. Teacher is a 

subject in education who has duty to transfer the knowledge to the 

students. A teacher is an important person in teaching learning process, 

especially for teaching reading, because the teacher also determines 

whether the students are good readers or not. Teacher also will become 

source of learning difficulties if he/she cannot choose the right 

technique to teach the material. Wang argued that although teachers 

are very knowledgeable about the subject they are teaching, they often 

rely on one teaching technique to impart this information.They 

sometimes do not realize that the techniques they use are not in 

accordance with the subject matter they convey. Therefore, the teacher 

should be careful in choosing the technique to teach because it is 

related to the students‟ understanding of the material.  

3. Learners‟ Environment 

School achievement, which is complete equipment, facilities 

and added by good way in learning will make student easier in learning 
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process.The environment in which opportunities take place also affects 

language learning. A supportive environment effects directly to 

learners‟ language competency. According to Parcel & Dufur (2001, p. 

885), environment is a form of social capital that can enhance 

children‟s learning, school environments reflect the social ties and 

interactive styles embedded in the schools, also enhancing learning. 

For instance, school environment is important to learners when they 

are supported from their parents with careful attention. 

Home and school are the two kinds of learners‟ environment that 

can influence their learning reading achievement.  

a. Home condition  

It cannot be neglected that parents play important role in the 

home. Every student needs attention from her/his parents to reach 

her/his learning achievement. Since learning English is not the same as 

learning Indonesian, children need parents‟ guidance to learn about 

English especially reading English text because they will read 

something with different sound, vocabulary and structure from 

Indonesia. Learning reading without parents‟ guidance will make 

students feel difficult in learning. They will have difficulties in 

understanding something they read or they will misunderstand about 

the texts they read. Family situation affects the success of children in 

the family. Parental education, economic status, residence, percentage 

of parentsrelationship, words and parental guidance. Affect the 
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achievement of child learning outcomes. Mcneal (2014, p. 564) said 

that parents‟ involvement effect on academic achievement of the 

student.  It can be concluded a positive effect between family income 

level and academic performance of the student.  

b. School condition  

The school condition also can be the cause of students‟ learning 

difficulties. School which has lack of learning media, such as English 

books will influence the students‟ ability in learning reading. The lack 

of learning media such as English books, magazines or newspapers 

makes the learning reading process become ineffective and will be 

hamper students‟ understanding about the material.  

 

When seeking explanations for a student‟s problem in learning to 

read, Richek et al. (2002) suggest that we should consider factors in three 

domains: 

a. The school environment (including the teaching methods and 

materials); 

b. Factors within the home environment and social or cultural context; 

and 

c. Factors within the student. 

Richard (1974, p. 174) stated that the source of errors or difficulty 

can be divided in two kinds:  
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1. Interlingual Difficulty  

This type of difficulty is caused by interference coming from 

the students‟ native language. Possible interference can be predicated 

partly from the knowledge of differences between first language and 

second language.  

2. Intralingual Difficulty  

This type of difficulty is these which reflect the grammar 

characteristic of rules of learning.  

Based on the explanation above, it can be concluded that difficulty 

is something that is complicated to do. It will be seen from students‟ 

mistake or error learning process. Difficulty is the basic from of error and 

mistakes which are made by the students in teaching and learning process. 

The mistake can be known from two factors that caused it, they are 

interlingual and intralingual. 

4. The Concept of Narrative Text 

According to Reinfandt (2012, p2), narrative is the recounting of 

one or more real or fictitious events communicated by one, two, or several 

narrators to one, two, several narrates. It means that narrative text can be 

told more real or fictional events told by one or more narrates. 

Narrative text tells about what is happening or what has happened. 

Syafi‟i et al (2013, p.47) maintained that narrative text tells a story to 
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make a point or explain an idea so that narrative text can be fun to read. It 

means that narrative text has function for pleasure. 

A narrative typically contains action, dialogue, elaborate details 

and humor. This text can be fun to read. It tells story to make a point or 

explain an idea or event. This type of text can be found in short story 

books, magazine, novels, movies etc. Narrative is popular because it 

presents a plot which consists of complication and resolutions. It makes 

people feel curious and anxious with the ends of the stories. 

In narrative text, there are some generic text organizations. The 

generic structures of narrative text are: 

a. Orientation: It sets the scene and introduces the participants of the 

story such as the characters, time, and place. (it answers the question: 

who, when, what and where). 

b. Complication: It tells the problems that arise in the story. The 

complication is divided into three types: physical conflict, social 

conflict, and internal or psychological conflict. Physical conflict is the 

description of man struggle to his physical word. Social conflict is the 

struggle of man against his society and internal or psychological 

conflict is a conflict which happens inside the participant. 

c. Resolution: It tells how the character finds out the solution of the 

problem which is happened. 
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In line with Knapp and Watkins‟ idea (2005, p.220), grammatical 

features of narrative are: 

1) When sequencing people and events in time and space, narrating 

typically uses: 

a) action verbs, for example: 

One day the man and his son went collecting fire-wood. 

They saw a golden tree. They went slowly over to the tree. When 

they got closer to the tree they heard a voice coming from the tree. 

b) temporal connectives, for example: 

We then looked at some games and equipment. After lunch 

wewalked up to the Sydney Morning Herald and saw how they 

make papers. After that we caught the train back to Marrickville. 

2) Recounts and stories are typically written in the past tense unless 

quoting direct speech, for example: 

They were poor because their pig ate them out of house and 

homeand he didn’t share with the other animals. His name was Bob. 

„You should go on a diet‟ said Clarabelle. 

3) In action sequences, mainly action verbs (bold) are used, while in 

reflections/evaluations, mental verbs predominate, for example: 

Bells were ringing, sirens screeching and people were 

running everywhere.Mariadidn’t know what to do next. She thought 

about her motherandwondered what was in her head. 
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4) Narratives often use action verbs metaphorically to createeffective 

images, for example: 

It was a terrible argument. Words were flying everywhere. 

5) Narratives often use rhythm and repetition to create particular effects, 

for example: 

Riding.Riding.The boy went riding across the wintery moor, 

far away from the strife of his unhappy home. 

6) Play with sentence structure is another common feature of narratives. 

often sentences comprising one word or a short phraseare used to 

create poignant effects, for example: 

Anger, Silence.As the vengeful brother prowls the streets.Rose 

slowly opened the old wooden door.Dark. There was nothingbut black. 

From the paragraph above, it can be seen that the narrative text 

talks about past event because it uses past tense. 

Syafi‟i et all (2011, p.54-56) state that all narratives have certain 

elements in common, they are: 

a. Unfold over time 

Stories and events happen in a certain order. Events or experience are 

listed in sequence of how they happened. 
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b. Display emotion 

Narrative text connects readers to some sort of emotion felt by the 

text‟s subject. This text displays emotion such as anger, sadness, pain, 

or joy. 

c. Certain on events 

Narrative tells a story but more precisely, it is a story that recounts 

events as they happened in order to make point. 

From the paragraph above, it can be concluded that the events 

happened in narrative text are listed in sequence and the events told more 

precisely. Meanwhile, the narrative text also displays emotion, so it 

connects the reader to some emotions such as anger and sadness, and the 

researcher focuses on narrative text to know difficulties faced by students. 

 

B. Relevant of The Research 

To avoid plagiarism from another research, there are some researches 

that have been conducted concerning this research: 

Sasmita conducted a research entitled “Identifying Students‟ Abilities 

in Understanding English Reading Texts: A Case Study at The Second Year 

Students of Smkn 1 Gangga in Academic Year 2012/2013”. This study was 

aimed to find out the students‟ level of abilities in understanding English 

reading texts and the factors may make the students have difficulties in 

understanding English reading texts. Based on the research findings, the 

factors that may make the students have difficulties in understanding English 
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reading texts were related to vocabulary, grammar knowledge, and reading 

interest.  

Ade carried out a research entitled “A Study on Students‟ Difficulties 

in Comprehending Recount Text; A Case Study at SMAN 1 Gangga on First 

Grade Academic Year 2012/2013”.This research was proposed to discover 

the ability of students and types of difficulties faced by students in 

comprehending recount text. The result of this study showed that there were 

several common problems or difficulties faced by students such as: analyzing 

the text content, allocating their time to study English outside the school 

because they prefer doing other activities and understanding the meaning of 

sentences and words caused by lack of vocabularies mastery and word power.  

 

C. Operational Concept 

Operational concept is the concept which is used to avoid 

missunderstanding and missinterpreting in scientific study. Syafi‟i (2013, 

p.104) says “operational concepts are derived from related theoretical 

concepts on all of the variables that should be practically and empirically 

operated in an academic writing-a research paper”. 

Westwood (2001, p.26) mentioned that three factors contribute as the 

cause of difficulty in learning to read or learning problem. They are located 

within the learner‟s background, the teaching technique, and the learner‟s 

environment. 

 



 27 

1. Learners‟ Background 

1) Interest 

a. Studentshavelack of interest in learning reading of narrative text. 

b. Students have not desire to read narrative text. 

c. Students are lazy to read narrative text. 

2) Motivation 

a. Students are afraid of reading narrative text. 

b. Students have lack of motivation to learn reading narrative text. 

c. Students feel learning reading narrative text is boring. 

3) Background Knowledge 

a. Students have lack of background knowledge about narrative text. 

b. Students do not know about generic structure of narrative text 

c. Students have lack of English vocabulary 

2. Teaching Technique 

a. Technique of teaching narrative text is uninteresting. 

b. There is no media use in teaching narrative text. 

c. The activities are boring in learning narrative text 

3. Learners‟ Environment 

a. The school has lack of facilities. 

b. The class has lack of English reading materials 

c. There is no help from parents to learn reading narrative text 
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Then, the indicators of reading narrative text can be seen as follows: 

a. The ability of students to identify main idea 

b. The ability of students to identify language features 

c. The ability of students to identify generic structure 

d. The ability of students to identify references 

e. The ability of students to indentify moral value 

 


