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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Problem 

Reading is one of the four language skills that learner needs to master 

in order to ensure success in learning. Nunan (2003, p.68) said that reading is 

a fluent process of the readers, combining information from a text and their 

own background knowledge to build meaning. Through reading, people can 

improve their own knowledge, experience and enlarge their main set of 

thinking. Thus, reading helps the people to gain information or verify existing 

knowledge.  

Reading is an activity that has a purpose (Kalayo, 2007, p.114). The 

purpose of reading is to inform the students about something they are 

interested in, or challenges of their knowledge on certain matters. 

According to Snow (2002, p.11), reading comprehension is the 

process of simultaneously extracting and constructing meaning through 

interaction and involvement with written language. It is dealing with the 

process of catching meaning and idea from the written text.   

In general, a student may be diagnosed with a specific learning 

difficulty where there is a lack of achievement at age and ability level, or a 

large discrepancy between achievement and intellectual ability. Difficulty 

means problem, thing or situation that causes problem. It means that learning 

difficulties of students are the situation when they feel hard to understand in 
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learning, which students find it hard to acquire or to do the lesson and the task 

in learning process.  

 According to Peter Knapp (2005, p.229) : 

In a general sense, it is difficult to specify particular 

grammatical features as typical of narratives. Narratives, after 

all, can do almost anything with language. We can, however, 

look at some typical grammatical features; in particular, those 

used by early writers as their writing develops from the 

speech-like constructions of recounts towards the more 

abstract/metaphorical language of mature narrative writers. 

 

Many students get difficulties in reading. They usually get difficulties 

in understanding the text and the students cannot comprehend well. Reading 

without comprehending meaning is an empty act. The meaning of the text 

depends on how the brain processes the information from text and it is 

supported by his existing knowledge.  

State Senior High School 1 Tambang is one of the schools that is 

located in Tambang, Kampar Regency. This school is a formal school that 

teaches English as a subject for students, especially reading. English has been 

taught twice a week, with 90 minutes for one meeting, which means 180 

minutes in a week. This school uses 2013 curriculum (K13). Based on the 

curriculum, the first grade students of State Senior High School 1 Tambang 

learn three kinds of genre that include recount, narrative and descriptive text. 

One of them is narrative text.  

Based on preliminary study, many students still felt difficult in 

reading, especially in reading narrative text. They tended to focus on the 
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words rather than on entire text, they had problems in comprehending the text 

and getting the main idea of the text, students also have known how to 

pronounce the word, but it occurred without understanding the meaning. So, 

the students could not find good impressions from the text they read and they 

did not know what they read for. These cases were caused by the lack of 

students’ consciousness about the meaning of reading and the most important 

things of reading, lack of students’ comprehension in reading English text, and 

the students did not understand well the orientation, complication, resolution, 

and re-orientation in reading narrative text. The problem above must be solved 

in order to decrease the students’ difficulties in reading narrative text. Those 

are the problems which are faced by the students in learning process.  

There are some problems that students face in comprehending reading 

text that make them not reach out the purpose of reading. It is shown in the 

following phenomena: 

a. Some of the students are not able to identify the main idea of the 

narrative text. 

b. Some of the students are not able to identify language features from 

the narrative text. 

c. Some of the students are not able to identify the generic structure of 

the narrative text. 

d. Some of the students are not able to identify references of the 

narrative text. 

e. Some of the students are not able to identify references of the 

narrative text. 
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  Based on the explanation and the problems experienced by the 

students above, the researcher was interested in conducting a research entitled: 

“An Analysis of Students’ Difficulties in Reading Narrative Text at the 

First Grade of Senior High School 1 Tambang”. 

 

B. Problem 

1. Identification of the Problem 

a. Why are some of students not able to identify main idea of narrative 

text? 

b. Why are some of students not able to identify language features of 

narrative text?  

c. Why are some of students not able to identify generic structure of 

narrative text? 

d. Why are some of students not able to identify references of narrative 

text? 

e. Why are some of students not able to identify moral value of narrative 

text? 

2. Limitation of the Problem 

After identifying the problem of this research, the researcher is 

necessary to limit and focus her research problem on analyzing students’ 

difficulties in reading narrative text at the tenth grade of Senior High 
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School 1 Tambang and factors that cause students’ difficulties in reading 

narrative text. 

3. Formulation of the Problem 

Based on the problems above, the writer formulates the problem in 

the following questions : 

a. What are the difficulties in reading narrative text at the first grade of 

Senior High School 1 Tambang? 

b. What are the factors that cause difficulties in reading narrative text at 

the first grade of Senior High School 1 Tambang? 

 

C. Objective and Significance of the Research 

1. Objective of the Research 

a. To find out the students’ difficulties in reading narrative text at the first 

grade of Senior High School 1 Tambang. 

b. To find out the factors that causedifficulties in reading narrative text at 

the first grade of Senior High School 1 Tambang. 

2. Significance of the Research 

These research activities are significantly carried out for the 

following needs: 

a. Hopefully, this research is able to benefit the researcher as a novice 

researcher in learning how to conduct a research. 
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b. These research findings are also expected to be useful and valuable 

information for both students and teachers of English to be the future 

focus of teaching and learning English. 

c. Besides, these research findingsare also expected to be valuable  

information for those who are concerned in the field of teaching and 

learning English as a foreign/ second language. 

d. Finally, these research findings are also expected to be practical and 

theoritical information to the development of theories of language 

teaching in general. 

 

D. The Reason of Choosing the Research 

There are some reasons why the writer is interested in carrying out her 

research. This research is investigated based on by the following reasons: 

a. The tittle of this research is relevant to the researcher’s status as a student 

of English Education Department of State Islamic University of Sultan 

Syarif Kasim Riau. 

b. The tittle of this research is not yet investigated by other previous 

researchers. 

 

E. Definition of the Term 

There are so many terms involved in this research. To avoid 

missunderstanding on the terms used in this research,the following terms are 

necessarily defined as follows: 
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1. AnAnalysis 

Analysis means finding clear information about something, 

somebody or some cases. An analysis can be described as an examination 

of something together with thought and judgment about it. In this research, 

the analysis means examination of students’ difficulties in reading 

narrative text, because analysis includes examining ideas, identifying 

arguments and analyzing arguments. 

2. Reading Comprehension  

According to Westwood (2008, p.31),reading comprehension can 

be defined as an active thinking process through which a reader 

intentionally constructs meaning to form a deeper understanding of 

concepts and information presented in a text. To comprehend the text, 

readers must use information they already possess to filter, interpret, 

organize and reflect upon the incoming information from the page. 

According to Snow (2002, p.11), reading comprehension is the 

process of simultaneously extracting and constructing meaning through 

interaction and involvement with written language. It can be defined as an 

active thinking process through which a reader intentionally constructs 

meaning to form a deeper understanding of concepts and information 

presented in a textand the researcher focuses only on reading narrative 

text. 
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3. Narrative Text 

Narrative is the most famous type of texts. Narrative text is telling 

a story what happens in the text. It can be fiction story such as short story, 

or novel and non-fiction story like memories, certainly to entertain or 

inform the readers.  

According to Klinger (2007, p.77), narratives include different 

types, or genres, that can vary somewhat from this basic story grammar 

template. These include realistic fiction, fantasy, fairytales, folktales, 

fables, mysteries, humor, historical fiction, plays, and real-life adventures. 

Narrative text is a natural method of telling a story step by step. 

  In this research, the researcher analyzes students’ difficulties in 

reading narrative text. 

4. Difficulties 

Difficulty is something that is complicated to do. It will be seen 

from students’ mistake or error in learning process. Difficulty is the basic 

form of error and mistakes which are made by the students in teaching and 

learning process. This research means that difficulties are the situation 

where the students get problem in learning and feel hard to understand in 

learning English. 

 

 


