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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Problem  

English is one of the compulsory subjects in the Junior High School. 

This subject includes four skills; they are Listening, Speaking, Writing and 

Reading. Thus, students should master these four skills in order to be 

proficient in English. It functions to develop the students’ knowledge in 

technology, culture, and Social in order that  they have already taken a part in 

this developing country. 

State Junior High School 2 Cerenti is one of the schools that uses 

school-based curriculum as a guide of learning English. In Junior High School 

2 Cerenti, English is  taught twice a week with the duration 80 (2x40) minutes. 

Based on school-based curriculum, the general purpose of English 

study at third year of Junior High School is to develop communicative 

competence in English both oral and written. Communicative competence 

involves the mastery of English language skills like speaking, writing, reading, 

and listening skill, the students are expected to be able to understand the 

meaning of oral communication. In writing skill, the students are expected to 

write their ideas meaningfully.  

In writing skill, to write the ideas meaningfully, the students have to 

understand how to produce a text communicatively and accurately. 

Nevertheless, to write an accurate writing, the students have to master the 

components of language, one of them is grammar, it can be concluded that 
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grammar is useful in constructing accurate sentence to avoid 

misunderstanding, incomprehensible message and ambiguity.  

Besides, one of the ways to achieve the goals of competency-based 

curriculum is the ability in writing.  The students are not only active in it, but 

also use sentence structure in writing, even though students make mistakes in 

arranging sentence correctly. In order to be able to make sentence correctly, 

the  students have to learn about grammar, as Hornby (1974, p. 375) says that 

learning grammar has always been a central aspect of the foreign language.  

In order to master the foreign language skills mentioned above, the 

students have to know English Grammar as Suggested by Doughlas (1994, p. 

219) that there are four skills, we should also master English components (i.e. 

grammar, vocabulary pronunciation, phonology and spelling). It is impossible 

to master English without studying grammar and other components of the 

language.  

According to Hornby (1989, p. 542), grammar is rules for forming 

words combining them into sentence. Good listening, speaking, reading and 

writing in English, the learners have to know required knowledge of grammar. 

Nevertheless, grammar has a large limitation, and degree of comparison is 

included in it. Degree of Comparison is used to compare one thing or one 

person to another. There are three degrees in comparison: Positive, 

Comparative, and Superlative.  

Using degree of comparison correctly is not easy especially for  

English learners. Most of students make errors in using degree of comparison. 
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Brown (2000, p. 217) states that error is noticeable deviation from the adult 

grammar of native speaker that reflects the competence of the learner.  

Based on the preliminary observation on March 2017, the researcher 

interviewed an English teacher at State Junior High School 2 Cerenti, many 

students made errors in grammar and the most general errors were made by 

the students in terms of grammar, especially in using degree of comparison. 

From grammatical aspects, the students get difficulties in using degree of 

comparison. Their inability is particularly seen in completing the correct 

degree comparison. They have studied about degree of comparison and the 

teacher has explained the rule of degree of comparison to them, but in the fact 

they still made errors. They made errors when they have been given exercise 

related to using degree of comparison. They were still confused in 

differentiating between positive, comparative, and superlative degree. The 

errors often occur when students put suffix –er /-est or prefix more/most, and 

they omitted or misplaced the use of “be” (is, am, are) and the use of article 

“the” in the superlative form.  

The Examples of error made by students are: 

1. Uming are gooder than Alfat. 

2. Mary is most clever between them.  

3. Shoes is expensiver than bag 

The correct sentence should be : 

1. Uming is better than Alfat 

2. Mary is the cleverest between them.  

3. Shoes are more expensive than bag. 
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Moreover, most of students were still confused about using degree of 

comparison correctly. They still had lack of knowledge about irregular 

comparison form, because irregular comparison should be memorized. They 

got difficulty in putting their irregular comparison into their sentences.  

The Examples of  the error made by students are: 

1. My house  farest one 

2. Ani are older than eva 

The correct sentence should be : 

1. My house is the furthest one 

2. Ani is elder than eva. 

Based on the  explanation above, it is found that  the students at Junior 

High School 2 Cerenti are still confused about understanding the degree of 

comparison. The writer has found the following phenomena: 

a. Some of students are not able to use degree of comparison correctly. 

b. Some of students are not able to determine degree of comparison like, 

positive degree, comparative degree, and superlative degree. 

c. Some of students make errors in forming “be” (am, is, are) when using 

degree of comparison.  

Considering grammar is very important in educational field, therefore, 

the writer is interested in carrying out a research entitled: “The Analysis of 

Students’ Errors in Using Degree of Comparison on Their Writing 

Ability at the Third Year of  Junior High School 2 Cerenti”.  
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B. Definition of Term 

In order to avoid misinterpretation and misunderstanding in reading 

this paper, the definition of the terms is importantly viewed to clarify. 

1. The Analysis 

An analysis can be described as an examination of something 

together with thought and judgment about it. In this research, the analysis 

means examination of students’ errors in using degree of comparison. 

2. Errors  

Error is noticeable deviation from adult grammar of native speaker; 

reflect the competence of learner (Brown, 2000, p. 217). Error refers to 

competence error where the students do not recognize their error and 

cannot be self-corrected.  

3. Degree of Comparison 

Degree of comparison is process of comparing things, persons, or 

places through the level quality, quantity, or relation and it is formed from 

adjective and adverb but this study is only focused on adjective. For 

degrees of comparison, there are three kinds, they are positive, 

comparative, and superlative. 

4. Writing Ability 

Hornby (2010, p. 1723) reported that writing is the activity that 

person does to express his or her own ideas, feeling, or something by using 

written language. On the other hand, ability is the level of skill, or 

intelligence. SIL (1999, p.1) noted that writing ability is specific ability 



 6 

which helps writers put their ideas into words in meaningful form and 

interact with the message.  

 

C. The problem of the Research 

1. Identification of the Problem 

Based on phenomena and writers’ preliminary study, it is clear that 

some of the students at the third year of Junior High School 2 Cerenti still 

found the difficulties in understanding the degree of comparison. The 

problems found in this research are  identified as follows: 

a. Why are students not able to use degree of comparison correctly? 

b. Why are students not able to determine degree of comparison? 

c. Why did students make errors in forming be when using degree of 

comparison? 

2.   Limitation of the Problem 

To avoid misunderstanding and to clarify the problem, the 

researcher limits the problem only to students’ errors in writing using 

degree of comparison focused on classifying the types of errors in 

substance and grammar level which occur in students’ answers  of the test.  

3.  Formulation of the problem 

The formulation of the problems in this research is what types of 

the error are made by the students in using degree of comparison. 
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D. The Objective and Significances of the Research 

1. Objectives of the Research 

Based on the formulation above, the objective of this research is to 

find out the types of error made by the students in writing using degree of 

comparison at the third year of Junior High School 2 Cerenti. 

2. Significanceof the research 

The result of this research is expected to provide useful 

information on students’ errors which require the teachers to solve the 

students’ errors and also improve the effectiveness of their teaching.  

 By analyzing the students’ errors in using degree of comparison, 

 the researcher wishes the result of the research would be advantageous for 

 the readers and also for her to enrich and improve her knowledge and skill 

 as a candidate of English teacher. 

 

E. The Reason of Choosing the Title 

The reasons of the researcher to research about this are: 

a. The researcher is interested in researching the Degree of comparison 

because it is a part of grammar. Grammar is needed in speaking and 

writing English well. 

b. This title is important to be researched because it is able to inform SMPN 

2 Cerenti about their students’ errors in using degree of comparison.  

 


