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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

A. The Theoretical Framework 

1. Reading comprehension 

a. The Concept of Reading Comprehension 

Reading and Comprehension are two things that are highly 

interrelated. Comprehension is the essence of reading itself when the 

meaning of what people read is recognized and understood. It is necessary 

for the students to master reading comprehension. Snow (2002, p. 204) 

noted reading as a process of simultaneously extracting and constructing 

and meaning through interaction and involvement with written language, 

when comprehension is constructive, interactive, process involving three 

factors; the reader, the text, and the context in which the text is read.  

Comprehension is multi component that involves many 

interactions between reader and what he brings to the text, as well as 

variables related to the text itself. According to Jannette (2007, p.2), 

reading comprehension is the processes of constructing meaning by 

coordinating a number of complex processes that include word reading. 

Understanding the meaning comes from understanding each word, the 

whole words that include in sentence. Based on syllabus of junior high 

school, the indicators of competencies in reading comprehension are 

students should be able to identify the text structure, social function, 

language features and determine the topic of the text. In reading 
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comprehension, the reader interacts with the message in the text to 

generate an understanding of writer’s message. So, reading 

comprehension is an interaction or communication between writer and 

the reader. Then, a reader should have a concentration and enjoy with the 

reading text. 

As mentioned by Johnson (2008), the types of reading 

comprehension skill can be illustrated below: 

1) Pre-reading Comprehension Skills 

Pre-reading comprehension skills are used to preview the structure 

of the text read and to prepare the students focused on what they will see 

relating to the knowledge of the readers. 

2) During-reading Comprehension Skills 

During-reading comprehension skills are used to monitor 

comprehension, to evaluate ideas gleaned from each paragraph, and to 

begin in organizing ideas and the structure of the text as students are 

reading. 

3) Post-reading Comprehension Skill 

Post-reading skills are used to reconstruct important ideas, organize 

those ideas, and evaluate those ideas after reading a chapter or article.  

Furthermore, according to Snow (2002), the comprehensions entail 

three elements as follows: 

a. The reader who is doing the comprehension 

b. The text that is to be comprehended 
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c. The activity in which comprehension is a part. 

In term of the reader, it includes all the capacities, abilities, 

knowledge and experiences that reader brings to the act of reading. In term 

of the text, it is broadly formed in form of oriented or electronic text. In 

considering the activity, it includes the purpose, processes and 

consequences associated with the act of reading. Hence, before reading a 

text, it is necessary to know the elements of comprehension. We are 

required to know our knowledge, purpose and kinds of text involved. 

b. The Components of Reading Comprehension 

There are many components of reading comprehension which have 

its own characteristic. King and Stanley (1998) stated five components 

that may help to read carefully, they are: 

1. Finding factual information 

In finding factual information, it requires readers to scan specific 

detail. The factual information questions are prepared for students and 

those which appear with WH-question word.  

2. Finding main idea 

Main idea of a paragraph is what the author wants you to know about 

the topic. Main idea makes a particular statement or emphasizes a special 

aspect of the topic. It is usually expressed as complete thought and 

indicates the author’s reason or purpose for writing and the message he or 

she wants to share with the reader. 
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3. Identifying the topic 

A paragraph can be defined as a group of related ideas. The sentence 

relates to one another in the sense that each is about common person, 

place, thing, or idea. This common subject or idea is called the topic. 

Topic is what the entire paragraph is about. 

4. Finding the meaning of vocabulary 

In finding the meaning of vocabulary, readers can develop their 

guessing ability to the word which is not familiar with them by relating the 

close meaning of unfamiliar words to the next and the topic of the text that 

is read. The word has been nearly equivalent meaning when it has or 

nearly the same meaning as another word. 

5. Identifying reference 

Reference is the relationship which holds between word and things: 

words refer things. This reference can help readers understand the reading. 

6. Making inferences 

Inference is a logical connection that you draw between what you 

observe or know and what you do not know, inferences are reasonable 

guesses made on basis of available information. 
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c. The Factors Influencing Reading Comprehension 

Reading comprehensions related to factor are known to influence 

the comprehending for all readers, these factors involve individuals and 

situations factors. According to Donoghue (2006, p.175), there are some 

factors that influence reading comprehension: 

1) Purpose 

The first of these factors is purpose, which focuses on the readers’ 

attention and helps them understand the text. It is important for teacher in 

helping students focus in the classroom, self-directed purpose is better to 

promote the feeling that leads students to independent reading. In the 

classroom, students can make individual prediction about their reading and 

this prediction then becomes a purpose in reading. To sum-up, the 

comprehension is stronger when the purpose is specific. 

2) Being an active reader 

The second is being an active reader, because active readers think 

as they read. During reading, the readers use their prior knowledge and 

their vocabulary as well in order to help them to comprehend what they are 

reading presently. 

3) Type of the text 

The third factor that affects reading comprehension is the type of 

text being used. Children who have had experience with story book may 

find difficulty with expository or informational materials. So, they should 

be introduced early about the concept, vocabulary, and pattern of each 
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different type of the texts. This idea keeps mind us that less familiarity 

students have with expository materials, it is difficult to them to 

comprehend the text. 

4) The quality of literacy instruction 

The fourth factor that affects comprehension is the quality of 

literacy instruction. The quality is related to the management aspects of 

classroom learning process, such as planning, scheduling, and 

students’behavior and they maintain an environment characterized by fair 

rules, high expectations, and learning atmosphere. 

5) Interest  

The fifth factor influencing comprehension is interest. When 

children are curios about a subject, they will read to seek information and 

discover answer to satisfy the curiosity of them. So, they will try and retry 

to get the information and experience about something. 

6) Independent practice 

The final factor that affects comprehension is independent practice 

preceded by adequate instruction. The students will choose their type of 

book that they want. Then, they should read, reread, and more read to 

practice their ability to comprehend the meaning. This case, the students 

not only read a book, but also have the opportunity to discuss and share 

them with classmates. 

Based on these factors above, we know every single thing that 

occurs when we are reading. Become an effective reader we should be able 
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to know the factors that will influence our comprehending what we have 

read. 

d. The Reading Comprehension of Narrative Text 

In this study, the writer focuses on students’ reading 

comprehension of narrative text. According to Richards & Schmidt 

(2010), narrative is written or oral account of a real or fictional story. They 

also mentioned that the purpose of narrative is to tell a story or to 

entertain. Thus, narrative text is a text which tells a real or fictional story 

to entertain readers. 

There are some aspects in narrative text that should be known by readers. 

In term of generic structure of narrative text can be analyzed as follows: 

1) Orientation 

In term of orientation, this stage sets the scene and introduces the 

participants involved of the story such as characters, time and place.  

Hence, orientation provides the introduction of the characters, time and 

place involved of a story.  

2) Complication 

Complication refers to the problem appeared and developed in a story. 

3) Resolution 

In term of resolution, it refers to the problem or the complication is 

resolved or attempted to be clear.  In other words, the characters find out 

the solution of the problem happened.  
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Then, the narrative also can be identified with some language features 

below: 

a) Use action verbs  

Action verbs are verbs showing the performance of an action.  They 

are dynamic verbs showing something happening. For examples: walk, 

run, take, go, jump, swim and so forth 

b) Use of temporal conjunctions  

Temporal conjunction is a type of word that is used to connect words 

or classes of words and it is related in time. For example:  after, as soon as, 

before, finally, since, while etc.  

c) Use past tense  

The simple past indicates that an activity or situation began and 

ended at a particular time in the past 

e. Assessing Reading Comprehension 

Richard (2010) stated that the assessment refers to an evaluation or 

opinion collecting information and making inferences about the students’ 

work or ability. Furthermore, according to Brown (2003), the assessment 

refers to the ongoing process covering a wide range of methodical 

techniques. Thus, the assessment can be defined as the evaluation of the 

students’ performance. Furthermore, Brown (2003) also mentioned there 

are some possible tasks in assessing the students’ reading comprehension 

in term of the selective reading level or the Islamic junior high school 

students. They are: 
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1) Multiple-choice 

The most popular method of assessing the reading comprehension 

is multiple-choice format. Its purpose is to make it easier to 

administer and can be scored quickly. 

2) Matching tasks 

In this type, the students are simply for responding correctly by 

matching it with the appropriate format, thus, the students are 

required to observe the pragmatic interpretations of a signed and 

labeled things 

3) Editing tasks 

In term of editing task, it refers to a method for assessing linguistic 

competence in reading. In this type, the students are required to edit 

and detect to errors in the written passages. 

4) Picture-cued tasks 

In this term, the students look at picture-cued tasks for perceptive 

recognition of symbols and words. They read a sentence or passage 

and choose one of pictures to be described. 

5) Gap-filling tasks (fill in the blank) 

In this type, the students are required to complete the sentence by 

filling the blank.  

In this research, the writer focused on using multiple-choice in 

consideration of its purpose to make it easier to be administered and can be 
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scored quickly, so that the writer used it in assessing the students’ reading 

comprehension. 

f.  Reading Comprehension in School-Based Curriculum 

Curriculum is a set of plans and arrangements regarding the 

objectives, content and learning materials as well as guidance for the 

implementations of learning activities in order to achieve specific 

educational objectives (BSNP, 2006). 

MTs M Penyasawan is one of the Schools in Kampar applying 

School Based Curriculum as its guidance in teaching and learning process. 

School Based Curriculum is operational curriculum developed and 

implemented in each educational unit. School-Based Curriculum consists 

of education level curriculum, educational calendar and syllabus (BSNP, 

2006). 

In term of School Based Curriculum, the approach of teaching 

learning process which must be used by the teacher is students-oriented. 

This approach gives chance to the students for participating in learning 

process, thus, the students have to act actively in learning process.  

Then, the objectives of School-BasedCurriculum for an English 

subject at Junior High School MTs M Penyasawan are as follows: 

a. Developing communicative competence in oral and written form 

to achieve informational level. 
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b. Developing awareness about the sense and significance of English 

in order to increase national competence in term of global 

activities 

c. Developing an understanding about the relationship between 

language and culture (BSNP, 2006)  

Referring to the explanation above, it is clear that School Based 

Curriculum demands students to master four language skills (speaking, 

writing, reading, listening) to achieve the objectives of curriculum. 

g. Motivation 

Motivation refers to reasons that underline behavior that is 

characterized by willingness and volition. Collin &O’brien, (2003, p. 227), 

motivation is viewed generally as a powerful force that drives learning, 

although its source is debate. To some, action is implied purely by 

stimulation and satisfaction for impulse. It means that motivation is a force 

in a selection that performs an action such as in learning. It is the strong 

desire to learn the satisfaction in learning experience. 

Kalayo (2006; p. 232) said that motivation is a key consideration in 

determining the preparedness of learners to communicate. According to 

Brown (1980: 112), motivation is commonly viewed as an inner, impulse, 

emotion, or desire that moves one particular action. It means  motivation 

consists of the various aspects as follows: 

a) Emotion is excitement of the feeling 
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b) Desire is a strong wish 

c) Impulse is a sudden desire to act 

d) Inner drive is pressure to do something from inside. 

Douglas in Harmer (2002: p. 51) stated that a cognitive view of 

motivation includes factor such as the need of exploration, activity, 

stimulation, new knowledge, and ego enhancement. Students get 

difficulties to learn a foreign language if they have low motivation because 

it is significant factor in language learning. Based on the illustration above, 

motivation needs to be viewed as an important factor in teaching and 

learning process.  

1) The Types of Motivation 

Brown (2000, p. 162) stated that motivation is also typically 

examined in terms of the intrinsic and extrinsic motives of the students. 

The motivation types are as follows: 

a) Extrinsic Motivation 

Extrinsic motivation is caused by any number of outside factors 

driving learning for instrumental goals such as earning reward or avoiding 

punishment. It means that extrinsic comes from outside of individuals in 

which a student is motivated caused by reward like money, grades; 

punishment etc. Rewards (extrinsic motivation) have a limited impact on 

current performance, reduce the students’ motivation to undertake similar 

tasks in the future.  
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 Lens, Simons, & Dewitte (2001, p.234) stated that students are 

extrinsically motivated to the extent that they learn and do their best at 

school because of material or immaterial rewards, punishments or 

pressures, learning and performing are then instrumental activities; they 

are no longer “play” but “work”. It means that students who are 

extrinsically motivated by rewards will learn and do their best.  

Based on the text above, it can be concluded that the external 

rewards of learning involve several functions that support from parents, 

friends, teacher etc. It means that extrinsic rewards are very important role 

in students’ learning activities. 

b) Intrinsic Motivation 

Intrinsic motivation refers to the activities undertaken by the desire 

to self. Harmer (p.50) stated that intrinsic motivation refers to a person that 

might be motivated by the enjoyment of the learning process itself or by a 

desire makes them feel better. It is on internal desire to perform an action 

because it is enjoyable and satisfying.  

Intrinsic motivation arises from within the individual’s without 

coercion from others, but on the basis of their own accord. It makes 

someone do something for fun doing it. Vallerand (1997) in Dornyei 

(1998, p.121) has a recently posited to existence of three subtypes of 

intrinsic motivation (a) to learn (engaging in an activity for the pleasure 

and satisfaction of understanding something new, satisfying one’s 

curiosity and exploring the world); (b) towards achievement (engaging in 



22 
 

an activity for the satisfaction or surpassing oneself, coping with 

challenges and accomplishing or creating something); and (c) to 

experience stimulation (engaging in an activity to experience pleasant 

sensations). It means that there is boost from within influential in 

willingness to learn and do it with pleasure that overcome challenges and 

achieve or create something for the sake of satisfaction.  

Intrinsic motivation is an important factor when considering 

language learning. Dailey (2009, p.9) describes the characteristics as an 

individual being motivated to act on an activity for the pure joy that 

accompanies such an activity for his or her own enjoyment without 

pressure from outside sources to participate in the task could be considered 

to have intrinsic motivation. A language student who processes intrinsic 

motivation is motivated because of the enjoyment of gaining competence 

and pleasure that the activities can have produced new language.  

The definition of intrinsic motivation has already been explained 

by many experts in the world where intrinsic motivation is motivation that 

is animated by personal enjoyment, interest, or pleasure. 

2. The Factor Influencing Students’ Intrinsic Motivation 

According to Harmer (1991) in Tuan (2012, p. 432), there are two 

factors that influence intrinsic motivation:  
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a) Physical conditions 

It is such as the lighting, the temperature, the acoustic, the lines of 

vision, and the layout of desks, the facilities for displaying pictures or 

charts, materials and so on. All of that has effects in learning process. For 

instance, if the students find their classroom is a caring, comfortable is 

valued and supportive place where everyone is valued and respected, they 

will participate more fully in the process of learning and on the contrary, if 

their classroom looks bad such as overcrowded, uncomfortable situations, 

it will make them not fully in the process of learning.  

b) Teachers’ teaching methods 

Teacher is one of the factors that has important role in students’ 

learning. Pearse (2000) in Tuan (2012, p.432) pointed out that teachers 

feedback mostly affect students’ own progress. It means that role of the 

teacher affects students in learning.  

Based on the explanation above, to reach good reading 

comprehension involves intrinsic motivation where the task with own 

desire that can influence both physical condition and teachers’ teaching 

method, and it can influence students’ reading comprehension. Therefore, 

the goals can be considered as guidance to get good reading that involves 

intrinsic motivation.  
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h. The Correlation Between Students’ Intrinsic Motivation And Their 

Reading Comprehension  

The correlation is close to relationship or not connection (oxford 

learner’s pocket dictionary), 1991, p.92). Correlation always has relation 

between one and others always influenced in it. The correlation between 

intrinsic motivation and reading comprehension also has deep relation. 

According to Maryam Habibian (p.215), readers who are intrinsically 

motivated, are completely involved with reading process, enjoying the 

reading experience and reading for the long period of time with excellent 

cognitive proficiency. Guthrie, Wigfield, Metsa& cox (1999) postulated 

that curiosity, involvement, enjoying reading the complicated materials, 

predicting reading comprehension and reading frequency of students are 

the significant elements of intrinsic motivation for reading.  

According to Kristin L Houghton (2015, p. 32), intrinsic 

motivation is critical to successful reading (Wang & Guthrie, 2004). 

Students who are engaged and intrinsically motivated to read are reported 

to have high satisfaction with their reading experiences and therefore 

engage in reading more often, which leads to improved learning, increased 

reading skill, and higher academic achievement (Becker et al., 2010; 

Froiland et al., 2012; Lepper et al., 2005; Mol& Bus, 2011; Senn, 2012). 

The extent and amount of their reading far exceed students who are not 

intrinsically motivated (Putman & Walker, 2010; Wang & Guthrie, 2004). 
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Those who perceive themselves as competent become increasingly more 

intrinsically motivated (Guay et al., 2010).  

So, the purpose of this study is to know about the correlation 

between students’ intrinsic motivation and their reading comprehension. 

i. The Relevant Research 

 According to Syafi’i (2015, p.103),  relevant research is required 

to observe some previous researches conducted by other researchers in 

which they are relevant to the research you are conducting. It means that 

the researcher finds some previous researches that are relevant to 

researcher’s title which has aim to avoid plagiarism toward the design and 

the finding of the previous researches. 

 This research is relevant to several researches that had been conducted 

before. However, the research has the same object but it has different 

problem. It can be seen from several previous thesis below: 

First, a research was conducted by Isroyani (2015) entitled “The 

Correlation Between Students’ Intrinsic And Listening Comprehension 

Senior High School 1 Merbau Kepulauan Meranti Regency. She focused 

in correlational research on Students’ Intrinsic and Listening 

Comprehension Senior High School 1 Merbau Kepulauan Meranti 

Regency. She found that there is a significant correlation between 

students’ intrinsic motivation in listening comprehension. This research 

has the same object but it has different problem. She found that there is a 

significant correlation between Students’ Intrinsic and Listening 
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Comprehension Senior High School 1 Merbau KepulauanMeranti 

Regency. 

Secondly, a research was conducted by Neneng Guspita Sari (2012) 

entitled “The Contribution of Students’ Intrinsic Motivation on their 

Achievement in Learning English at State Senior High school 12 

Pekanbaru”. She focused on the Contribution of Students’ Intrinsic 

Motivation on their Achievement in Learning English at State Senior High 

school 12 Pekanbaru. She found that there is a significant Contribution of 

Students’ Intrinsic Motivation on their Achievement in Learning English. 

This research has the same object but it has different problem. She 

concluded found that there is a significant correlation between the 

Contribution of Students’ Intrinsic Motivation on their Achievement in 

Learning English at State Senior High school 12 Pekanbaru. 

j. The Operational Concept 

 This research is a correlation research which focuses on gaining 

the correlation between students’ intrinsic motivation and their reading 

comprehension. Therefore, in analyzing the problem in this research, 

there are two variables, they are variable X and variable Y. Variable X 

is students’ intrinsic motivation. It is an independent variable. Then, 

variable Y is students’ reading comprehension, it is a dependent 

variable 

 

. 
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1) The indicators of intrinsic motivation (variable X) 

 Indicators of intrinsic motivation mentioned by Elliot, Faler, 

McGregor, Campbell, Sedikides&Harackiewicz, 2000, p. 784): 

 

Self-Report 

Feelings Students enjoy doing the 

task and like to perform 

Attitudes  Students know what 

they should do 

Beliefs Students believe in 

their own ability 

 

2)  the indicators of students’ reading comprehension as the dependent 

or variable Y as follows (based on BSNP, 2006) 

a) Students’ ability to identify the topic of the narrative texts. 

b) Students’ ability to identify specific information of the narrative 

texts. 

c) Students’ ability to identify generic structures of the narrative 

texts. 

d) Students’ ability to identify meaning of words of the narrative 

texts. 

e) Students’ ability to identify communicative purpose of the 

narrative texts. 
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k. The Assumption and The Hypothesis 

1) The Assumption 

 In this research, the researcher assumes that there is a significant 

correlation between students’ intrinsic motivation and their reading 

comprehension. 

2) The Hypothesis 

Ho = There is no significant correlation between students’ intrinsic 

motivation and their reading comprehension at MTs M Penyasawan. 

Ha = There is a significant correlation between students’ intrinsic 

motivation and their reading comprehension at MTs M Penyasawan. 

 


