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CHAPTER I  

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Problem 

Mastering the communicative competence in using English is 

important. In learning a second or foreign language, one is considered to have 

mastered the language when she/he is able to use it in term of speaking. 

Speaking skill is challenging to be mastered because it covers all of 

English elements. Turk stated that spoken language is the first form of 

communication between human beings (Turk C, 2003, p.20). From that 

statement, it can be concluded that speaking is a stage of language mastery 

where people can express ideas, feeling, and thought. In speaking, people 

should construct the ideas fluently and contextually to make it understandable 

so that other people can catch the meaning or the purpose. 

According to Brown, when someone can speak a language it means that 

he can carry on conversation reasonably competently, in addition, he also 

stated that the benchmark of succesful acquisition of language is almost always 

the demonstration of an ability to accomplish pragmatic goals through an 

interactive discourse with other language speakers(Brown, 2001, p. 267). The 

teaching of speaking should enable the students to use the language orally in 

the real communication.  

Junior High School 3 Teluk Kuantan is one of the schools which uses 

curriculum 2013. The students study English twice a week(2x40 minutes per 

meeting), the minimum of passing grade(KKM) in that school especially in 



 2 

speaking is 70,  where the students are intended and able to express text of 

monologue accurately, fluently, and rhyming to interact with their surrounding 

orally. The explanation of rubric for Minimum Competence Criteria(KKM) 

can be seen as follows: 

No Description Score Mark 

1 a. Students can express monologue 

text orally very accurately, and  

fluently to interact with their 

surroundings. 

81-100 A 

2 b. Students can express  monologue 

text orally accurately, and fluently 

to interact with their surroundings. 

61-80 B 

3 c. Students have limited skill to 

express monologue text orally in 

order to interact with btheir 

surroundings. 

41-60 C 

4 d. Students have little skill to express 

monologue text orally to interact 

with their surroundings. 

21-40 D 

5 e. Students have no skill to express 

orally monologue text orally to 

interact with their surroundings. 

0-20 E 

   

In fact, the students cannot achieve the Minimum Passing Grade in 

Speaking. Based on writer’s interview with an English teacher at SMPN 3 

Teluk Kuantan, the teacher always teaches the students by using conventional 

or traditional method. This method is lecturing method and included in 

teacher- centre approach, which in learning and teaching process that is 

conducted orally by the teacher in the class. The teacher explains material 

actively while the students listen and follow the lesson. If the students find 

crucial points related to the lesson, they will note it. When the students do not 

understand the teacher’s explanation, they can ask some questions related to 

the lesson, then the teacher gives opportunity to another students who can 

answer the question. At the end of learning and teaching process, the teacher 
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adds additional explanation about the lesson if it is needed. For the students 

who are brave to answer the questions will get appreciation such additional 

score. However, it makes some students become passive in learning process, 

because just a few students want to speak. Some of them do not know what 

the teacher is exactly talking about, and the students are afraid of speaking. 

They are afraid of making mistakes. They are also afraid of being laughed at 

by other students, so they just keep silent and keep their ideas and feelings in 

their mind. 

In the other side, the students are  still afraid of speaking in front of the 

class because of their weaknesses that they have such as lack of grammar, 

vocabulary, bad pronounciation and comprehension.  

Based on the researcher’s  interview with some students, sometimes 

the teacher asked the students to speak spontaneously without making 

preparation before, So that the students could not speak well. This technique is 

not effective to be applied, because it does not make the students feel 

comfortable with the teaching and learning process. 

In fact, their competence in speaking is still far from the expectation of 

the curriculum. It can be seen in the following problems:  

1. Some of the students are reluctant to speak. 

2. Some of the students are afraid of making mistakes 

3. Some of the students are afraid of being laughed at by other students 

4. Some of the students have problems in grammar, vocabulary, bad 

pronounciation, and did not have comprehension to speak. 
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Considering the facts above, the researcher applied a technique in 

order to make the students speak. There are many alternative techniques to 

improve the students’ skill in speaking. One of the techniques that 

researcher used was group investigation. Group investigation is collaborative 

model classroom instructional and school learning that integrates interaction 

and communication in classroom with process of academy inquiry, in group 

investigation students explore their idea, clarify them for themselves and one 

to another, expand and modify them, and finally make them their own 

(Bynennendyk, 2014, p.94). 

Bynenndyk stated that group investigation has several advantages. 

First, interaction from one another produces cognitive as well as social 

complexity. Second, self- esteem is through the feeling of being respected and 

cared for by others. Third, students response to experience in tasks requiring 

cooperation by increasing their capacity to work productively together 

(Bynnendyk, 2014, p.98-99).  

The application of group investigation in speaking is very good for the 

students, so that the students become active and free to speak up in learning 

speaking (Mufidah, 2015,p.8). Furthermore Haqqi and Kusumarasdyati stated 

that by using group investigation technique, the student feel more confident to 

speak English (Haqqi & Kusumarasdyati, 2012,p. 51). Ahsana also stated in 

her research, by using group investigation technique, it can train the students 

to be more cooperative in a group to solve problem and it also trains the 

students to be more confident to speak( Ahsanah, 2015, p. 68). 
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Group investigation can motivate students since the technique has the 

sense of competition and fun for students. Besides, students will be motivated 

because they are helped by their teammates. Being motivated, students will 

participate actively during the lesson, by applying group investigation 

technique can increase students’ participation in the lesson. Third, it 

decreases the clever students’ dominance from the low achievers. Since all 

students, including the shy or weak ones, should participate in reporting the 

answer. 

Group Investigation is an instance of active learning with a strong co-

operative learning base. In it, students work in small groups to prepare class 

presentations, write reports, or prepare other products. Decisions about 

topics, about what will be produced, and about how labour will be divided 

within groups  are up to the students themselve. 

Teachers and students evaluate group and individual contributions. 

Students work on group products, give group presentations, and receive group 

evaluations. However, individual achievement is assessed through 

examinations as well. Presumably, students have access to any materials 

including reference materials relevant to their subtopic. 

From the problems above, the writer is interested to do a research 

entitled “the effect of using group investigation technique on students’ 

speaking ability at the Eighth  grade of  SMPN 3 Teluk Kuantan” 
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B. The Problem of the Research 

1. The Identification of the Problem 

After finding the problems, the researcher identified the problems 

as follows : 

a. What makes some of students reluctant to speak? 

b. What makes some of the students afraid of making mistake? 

c. What makes some of the students afraid of being laughed at by other 

students? 

d. What makes some of the students still weak in grammar and 

vocabulary in speaking. 

2. The Limitation of the Problem 

The reseacher considers the limitation of this research, because of 

limited time, finance and knowledge of the research. The researcher 

focuses on students’ speaking ability in terms of fluency, grammar, 

vocabulary, and comprehension. 

3. Formulation of the Problems 

From the limitation of the problem above, the research is 

formulated in the following questions : 

a. How is students’ speaking ability taught by using group investigation 

technique? 

b. How is students’ speaking ability taught without using group 

investigation technique? 
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c. Is there any significant effect of using  group investigation technique 

on students’ speaking ability at the Eighth year of Junior High School 

3 Teluk Kuantan? 

 

C. The Objective and Significant of the Research 

1. Objectives of Research 

a. To find out the students’ speaking ability taught by using group 

investigation technique at the Eighth grade of Junior High School 3 

Teluk Kuantan. 

b. To find out the students’ speaking ability taught without using group 

investigation technique at the Eighth grade of Junior High School 3 

Teluk Kuantan. 

c. To find out whether there is a significant effect of using group 

investigation technique on students’ speaking ability at the Eighth 

grade of Junior High School 3 Teluk Kuantan. 

2. Significances of the Research 

a. Hopefully, this research is expected to help the process of teaching-

learning English, especially in speaking ability. 

b. This research is expected to provide the readers ,and the teacher the 

information about group investigation technique and speaking ability. 

c. This research is expected to motivate the students to improve their 

speaking ability. 
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D. The Definition of the Terms 

To avoid misunderstanding and misinterpreting on the terms in this 

research, it is necessary to explain them : 

1. Effect 

According to Bull in oxford’s dictionary (2008 : 143), effect is 

change that somebody or something causes is somebody or something 

else. It means that in this research effects, an activity that can change 

caused by something.  

According to Hornby, effect is change produced by an action or 

cause; result or outcome.
 
However, in this research effect refers to the 

implication of two different variables in quasi experimental research 

between two variables (x and y). ‘X’ refers to Group Investigation 

technique and ‘Y’ refers to speaking ability (Hornby, 1989,p.385) 

In addition, Torky said that effect is the ability to achieve desire 

goals and outcomes (Torky, 2006, p.30). In this research, effect is 

expected to give implication to two different variables, effect of using 

group investigation technique on speaking ability. 

2. Group Investigation Technique 

Group investigation is collaborative model classroom instructional 

and school learning that integrates interaction and communication in 

classroom with process of academy inquiry, in group investigation 

students explore their idea, clarify them for themselves and one to another, 

expand and modify them,and finally make them their own(Bynennendyk, 

2014, p.94). 
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3. Speaking Ability 

Littlewood stated that speaking can be described as the ability of 

person to express their ideas. Littlewood stated
 
that speaking ability is a 

combination of structural and functional aspect of language. The 

structural aspect concentrates on the grammatical system, describing way 

in which linguistic items can be combined(Littlewood,1981,p.1). 

In this research, the researcher wants to know the students’ speaking 

ability through Group Investigation technique at the Eighth grade of Junior 

High School 3 Teluk Kuantan. 

 

E. The Reason For Choosing The Title 

1. The title is interesting because it is related to the problem faced by the 

students. It needs to find out the solution, so the students can be succesful 

in speaking.  

2. The title of this research has never been researched by any researcher at 

State Islamic University of Sultan Syarif Kasim Riau especially English 

Education Department students. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


