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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Problem 

Writing is an important skill in English that must be studied by 

students in ESL and EFL contexts. Through writing, the students are able to 

improve other skills like vocabulary, reading and grammar. As Mascolo, et al 

(2014, p. 204) revealed that writing is an essential skill for educational and 

occupational success. It means that writing skill will influence the students’ 

success both in education and occupation. However, it is not an easy job. As 

Richards and Schmidt (2010, pp. 640- 641) stated that writing is viewed as the 

result of complex processes of planning, drafting, reviewing and revising. 

Hence, the writer has to do hard effort and much practice in order to improve 

it. 

Besides, Linse (2005, p. 98) revealed that writing is a process. The 

process refers to the act of gathering ideas and working with them until they 

are presented in a manner that is polished and comprehensible to readers. In 

addition, writing is a productive skill. It means that the students not only have 

to understand the language, but also have to produce the language. Producing 

the language is not as easy as receiving the language. The students have to 

study hard and practice task frequently in order to master it. 

One of the important aspects in the teaching and learning process is 

motivation. It is a process which gives the spirit, direction, and personal 
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persistence. It means that by having motivation, the students will have more 

persistence and effort in the teaching and learning process. According to 

Alderman (2004, p. 18), motivation has three psychological identifications (1) 

energizing or activating behavior, it means the students engaged in toward 

learning; (2) directing behavior, why one course of action is chosen over 

another; and (3) regulating persistence of behavior. In addition, Brown (2007, 

p. 168) argued that motivation is most frequently used to catch all terms in 

explaining the failure or success of virtually any complex task. Based on the 

idea above, students will be successful if they have strong motivation and it is 

the key factor of how to achieve ability in learning subject including in writing 

term. 

Teaching and learning writing are challenging activities. The English 

teacher has to do some efforts in the teaching and learning process so that the 

students’ writing will be better. The teacher can improve students’ ability in 

writing by improving students’ learning motivation. It will influence the 

students’ success in writing a task.  

Motivation is an important aspect in the teaching and learning writing. 

As MacArthur and Graham (2016, p. 36) stated that developing positive 

motivation toward writing is an important outcome of instruction. Besides, 

Hidi and Boscolo (2007) stated that students who are motivated in writing will 

do hard effort to write so that their ability will improve. In relation to the idea 

above, Lam and Law (2007) also revealed that the students who are motivated 
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in writing task will have better writing performance. Of course, their writing 

ability will be better.  

State Senior High School 1 Kuantan Hilir is one of the schools in 

Kuantan Hilir. As an educational institution, this school also provides English 

as a subject that must be mastered by the students. This school uses 

Curriculum 2013 as the guidance in the teaching and learning process. Based 

on the Curriculum 2013, the aim of teaching and learning writing is the 

students generally are expected to be able to write texts based on the genres of 

writing and particularly, they are expected to know the basic theory of the 

genre texts that enable them to analyze the social function, text structure, and 

language features of the text and the way of writing the texts based on the 

genres.  

In this research, the researcher focuses on recount texts. An example of 

recount text is as follows:   

International Day Event 

 

Yesterday, we had an international day. My friends and I had 

performances, food stalls, displays, raffle ticket draw, and some of us 

were dressed in costumes. 

We started our day off with performances. The one I liked best 

was from fourth grade. Then, we played games. After that, we had 

lunch. There were food stalls. They came from Australia, Asia, Arab, 

and Greece.  

Everyone had a job. I did my job after having lunch. My job 

was to sell International Day Books. We had displays in the hall. These 

displays were good, but I didn’t get to see them all. They came from 

many countries.  

Although I didn’t win anything, International Day was very 

interesting. (Taken from English for Senior High School Grade X, 

2013)    
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The following table shows the scoring rubric for assessing students’ 

writing ability: 

Table I.1 

Writing Rubric 

No Range Description 

1 80-100 The students’ writing has clear and effective ideas; well 

organized; appropriate and effective vocabulary; few 

grammatical errors; few errors of spelling, punctuation and 

capitalization.   

2 70-79 The students’ writing has clear but ineffective content; 

loosely organized but main ideas stand out; occasional errors 

of word but meaning not obscured; several grammatical 

errors; occasional errors of spelling, punctuation, and 

capitalization but meaning not obscured.  

3 50-69 The students’ writing has less clear content; ideas confused 

or disconnected; frequent errors of word and meaning 

obscured; frequent grammatical errors and meaning 

obscured; frequent errors of spelling, punctuation, 

capitalization and meaning obscured.  

4 0-49 The students’ writing has unclear and ununderstandable 

content; no organization; essentially translation; dominated 

by grammatical errors; dominated by errors of spelling, 

punctuation, and capitalization.    

 

The criteria of students’ minimum passing grade for writing skill is 75. 

Based on the table I.1, the criteria of students’ minimum passing grade is in the 

second range. It means that the students’ writing has clear but ineffective 

content; loosely organized but main ideas stand out; occasional errors of word 

but meaning not obscured; several grammatical errors; occasional errors of 

spelling, punctuation, and capitalization but meaning not obscured. 

Based on the preliminary study of the researcher at the tenth grade of 

State Senior High School 1 Kuantan Hilir on January 14
th

 2017 by interviewing 

the English teacher and the students, the researcher found that some of the 
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students still faced difficulties in learning writing although they have 

motivation in writing. It can be seen from the criteria of students’ minimum 

passing grade that the school determined cannot be achieved by the students.  

Based on the problems that the researcher depicted above, the 

researcher found the following phenomena: 

1. Some of the students were motivated in learning the topic but they still 

faced difficulties to use appropriate vocabulary in writing recount texts.  

2. Some other students were motivated in learning but they still faced 

difficulties to express ideas in writing recount texts.  

3. Some of the students paid attention to the teacher’s explanation but they 

still faced difficulties in organizing ideas and sentences of recount texts.   

4. Some of the students were active in learning but they still faced difficulties 

to use simple past tense in writing recount texts.  

Based on the phenomena explained by the researcher above, the 

researcher is interested in conducting a research entitled: “The Correlation 

between Students’ Learning Motivation in Writing and Their Ability in 

Writing Recount Texts at the Tenth Grade of State Senior High School 1 

Kuantan Hilir”.   

B. The Problem 

1. Identification of the Problem 

Based on the phenomena above, the problems of this research are 

identified as follows:  
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a. Why are some of the students motivated in learning the topic but they 

still face difficulties to use appropriate vocabulary in writing recount 

texts? 

b. Why are some other students motivated in learning but they still face 

difficulties to express ideas in writing recount texts? 

c. Why do some of the students pay attention to the teacher’s explanation 

but they still face difficulties in organizing ideas and sentences of 

recount texts? 

d. Why are some of the students active in learning but they still face 

difficulties to use simple past tense in writing recount texts? 

2. Limitation of the Problem 

After identifying the problems of this research, thus, the researcher 

would limit and focus her research problems on the correlation between 

students’ learning motivation in writing and their ability in writing recount 

texts especially personal recount at the tenth grade of State Senior High 

School 1 Kuantan Hilir.  

3. Formulation of the Problem 

Based on the problems limited above, the problems in this research 

could be formulated in the following research questions: 

a. How is the students’ learning motivation in writing at the tenth grade 

of State Senior High School 1 Kuantan Hilir? 

b. How is the students’ ability in writing recount texts at the tenth grade 

of State Senior High School 1 Kuantan Hilir? 
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c. Is there any significant correlation between students’ learning 

motivation in writing and their ability in writing recount texts at the 

tenth grade of State Senior High School 1 Kuantan Hilir? 

 

C. The Objective and Significance of the Research 

1. The Objective of the Research 

Based on the formulation of the problem above, this research 

would like to reach the following objectives: 

a. To investigate about the students’ learning motivation in writing at the 

tenth grade of State Senior High School 1 Kuantan Hilir. 

b. To investigate about the students’ ability in writing recount texts at the 

tenth grade of State Senior High School 1 Kuantan Hilir. 

c. To investigate whether or not there is a significant correlation between 

students’ learning motivation in writing and their ability in writing 

recount texts at the tenth grade of State Senior High School 1 Kuantan 

Hilir. 

2. The Significance of the Research 

a. Hopefully, this research is able to benefit the researcher as a novice 

researcher in learning how to conduct a research. 

b. These research findings are also expected to be useful and valuable 

information for both students and teacher of English at the tenth grade 

of State Senior High School 1 Kuantan Hilir to be the future focus of 

teaching and learning English.  
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c. Besides, these research findings are also expected to be valuable 

information for those who are concerned in the field of teaching and 

learning English as a foreign/second language.  

d. Finally, these research findings are also expected to be the practical and 

theoretical information to the development of the theories on language 

teaching in general. 

D. Reason for Choosing the Title 

There are some reasons why the researcher is interested in carrying out 

this research. This research is motivated by the following reasons: 

1. The title of this research is relevant to the researcher’s status as a 

student of English Education Department. 

2. The title of this research is not yet investigated by other previous 

researchers.  

3. The location of the research facilitates the researcher for conducting 

the research. 

 

E. Definition of the Terms 

1. Correlation  

It is a correlational study. As Brown (1988) revealed that 

correlational study is designed to investigate the nature and strength of 

functional relationships among the variables. In this research, the 

researcher wants to know about the correlation between the two variables. 
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2. Learning Motivation 

According to Brown (2000), learning motivation is the intensity of 

one’s impetus to learn. In other words, it is something that urges someone 

to learn. Motivation here is students’ learning motivation in writing.  

3. Writing 

According to Linse (2005, p. 98), writing is a process. The process 

refers to the act of gathering ideas and working with them until they are 

presented in a manner that is polished and comprehensible to readers. In 

other words, it is a process of arranging words, sentences, and paragraphs 

into a meaningful way so that the readers understand what the writer 

implies. In this research, the researcher asked the respondents to write a 

recount text. 

 

 


