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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Problem 

Writing is an activity that cannot be separated in academic writing. 

Writing is one of the four skills, and it is an important process in learning 

English. In line with this idea, Nuardi et al., (2016, p. 209) stated “writing 

is one of the important skills to be mastered because of some reasons. 

First, through writing the learners can communicate with others. Second, 

the learners can know how to express their ideas, feeling or their 

unforgettable experience, and besides that writing is also important for 

academic purpose.”  

As an important language skill, writing should be mastered by 

everyone because if someone does not understand and master how to 

write, they will not be able to transfer their ideas, information and so forth 

to someone in different place. Besides, students must understand what 

components involve in writing such as content, organization, vocabulary, 

language use and mechanics and how to use these components in correct 

form of writing (Pratama, 2012). It means that if students have mastered 

these components, they will be able to write effectively in correct form of 

writing itself. 

The successful learning activity or process is determined by the 

achievement reached by the students. Regarding with this ideas, Gieve & 

Miller (2006) stated that achievement can be defined as a result or an 
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output of classroom interaction identified from the comprehension of the 

students about the material which is known by giving test or assessment to 

the students. In line with this statement, Mulyani also stated that 

“achievement is the result of students’ action by using their own ability to 

do the test given by the teacher, besides that the test can be in written, 

spoken or practiced form.” (Mulyani, 2016, p.15). Thus, Achievement is 

very important in learning process because toward achievement we can 

know about the ability of students in learning process and we can measure 

fruitfulness of students in learning process. 

Darul Hikmah Pekanbaru is one of the Islamic boarding schools 

located in Pekanbaru. This school uses School-Based Curriculum (SBC) as 

a guide of English teaching and learning. The students in this school study 

English twice a week (2×45 minutes per meeting). Based on School-Based 

Curriculum of the eleventh grade students Senior High School (2006, p. 

142), “the goals of teaching writing are in which the students are expected 

to be able express meaning in short functional text and essay in form of 

narrative, spoof and hortatory exposition in daily life context”. In addition, 

the score of Minimum Student Passing grade in English is 80. 

Based on the preliminary study, the researcher interviewed the 

English teacher (Dra. Ernawati, S.Pd) and did observation of the school on 

April 2017. The researcher found some problems faced by the students, 

they are some of the students were not interested in writing activities, 

some of the students had bad attitude in writing English but their writing 
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achievement was good, some of the students did not have good motivation 

to write English, some of the students did not reach the Minimum Passing 

Grade (KKM) in learning writing. From the problems above, the 

researcher assumed that the students still have problems in learning 

English especially in writing. It’s caused by various factors that the 

students have.  

In line with the problems above, Shams (2008, p. 119) stated that 

in foreign language learning context, there are various factors that 

influence the learning process such as motivation, anxiety, attitude, 

learning achievements, aptitudes, intelligence, age, personalities, etc. 

However, the matter of learner’s attitude is acknowledged as one of the 

most important factors that impact on learning a language (Fakeye, 2010). 

It means that in process of getting the achievement, especially in writing 

it’s influenced by various factors, one of which is students’ writing 

attitude. It can be concluded that, attitude is one thing that is also very 

influential toward students’ successfulness in learning English as foreign 

language. 

According to Eagly & Chaiken (as cited in Jain 2014, p. 3), an 

attitude defined as “a psychological tendency that is expressed by 

evaluating a particular entity with some degree of favor (positive) or 

disfavor (negative)”. Pertaining with this idea, Lestari & Sony (2016) 

stated students who have positive attitude toward writing perceived 

writing as something interesting, challenging, and fun because writing 
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helps them to express themselves and get more knowledge on certain 

topic. Meanwhile, students who had negative attitude to writing viewed 

writing as difficult and stressful and felt that there was little they could do. 

However, “students who have positive attitude toward writing, it can help 

them to achieve better writing achievement.” (Lestari & Sony, 2016 p. 

366). 

Furthermore, Knudson’s diary (as cited in Williams 2012) 

indicated that writing attitude is related to writing achievement. However, 

Bartscher’s diary (as cited in Razieh et al., 2013) also stated writing 

attitude is highly effective on improving writing achievement. Regarding 

with this idea, Graham et al., (2007) stated that writing attitude affects 

writing achievement and writing competence. He added that writing 

attitudes can influence students’ beliefs about their writing competence 

and in turn affect their writing achievement. In addition, he also found that 

students with more positive writing attitudes had greater writing 

achievement than their peers with less favorable attitudes toward writing.  

Based on the problems stated above, the researcher indicates that it 

is necessary to conduct a research entitled: “The Correlation between 

Students’ Writing Attitude and Writing Achievement at Eleventh 

Grade of Madrasah Aliyah Darul Hikmah Pekanbaru.” 
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B. Problem  

1. Identification of the problem 

Based on the background of the problem above, it is clear that 

some of the students at eleventh grade of Madrasah Aliyah Darul 

Hikmah Pekanbaru still have problems and face difficulties in learning 

English especially in term of writing. To make the problems of this 

research clearer, these problems of this research are identified as 

follows:  

a. What factors influence the students’ interest in writing activities? 

b. What causes some of the students have bad attitude in writing 

English but their writing achievement is good? 

c. What causes some of the students not have good motivation to 

write English? 

d. What causes some of the students not reach the minimum passing 

grade (KKM) in learning writing?  

2. Limitation of the Problem  

Based on the identification of the problems stated above, it is 

clear that there are many problems in this research. The researcher 

needs to limit the problems in order to pay more attention to the 

specific problem. The researcher only focuses on the correlation 

between students’ writing attitude and writing achievement at eleventh 

grade of Madrasah Aliyah Darul Hikmah Pekanbaru. 
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3. Formulation of the Problem 

Based on the problems limited above, the researcher 

formulates the problems in the following research questions: 

a. How is the students’ writing attitude at eleventh grade of 

Madrasah Aliyah Darul Hikmah Pekanbaru? 

b. How is the students’ writing achievement at eleventh grade of 

Madrasah Aliyah Darul Hikmah Pekanbaru? 

c. Is there any significant correlation between students’ writing 

attitude and writing achievement at eleventh grade of Madrasah 

Aliyah Darul Hikmah Pekanbaru? 

C. Objectives and Significance of the Research 

1. Objectives of the Research 

Based on the formulation of the problem, the objectives of this 

research are: 

a. To find out the students’ writing attitude at eleventh grade of 

Madrasah Aliyah Darul Hikmah Pekanbaru? 

b. To find out the students’ writing achievement at eleventh grade of 

Madrasah Aliyah Darul Hikmah Pekanbaru? 

c. To find out whether there is or not a correlation between students’ 

writing attitude and writing achievement at eleventh grade of 

Madrasah Aliyah Darul Hikmah Pekanbaru? 
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2. Significance of the Research 

a. Hopefully, this research is able to benefit the writer as a novice 

researcher, especially in learning how to conduct a research. 

b. This research finding is also expected to be useful and valuable 

information for both students and English teachers especially at 

eleventh grade students of Madrasah Aliyah Darul Hikmah 

Pekanbaru to be consideration in their teaching and learning 

process in the future. 

c. Besides, the research findings are also hoped to be positive and 

valuable information, especially for those who are concerned in the 

field of teaching and learning English as a foreign/second 

language. 

d. Finally, this research finding is expected to be practical and 

theoretical information to the development of the theories on 

language teaching in general. 

D. Reason for Choosing the Title 

There are some reasons why the researcher is interested in carrying 

out this research as follows: 

1. The title of this research is relevant to the researcher’s status as a 

student of English Education Department. 

2. The problems of the research are very challenging and interesting to be 

investigated in term of teaching and learning. 
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3. As far as the researcher is concerned, this research title has never been 

investigated by other previous researcher. 

4. The location of this research facilitates the researcher in conducting the 

research. 

E. Definition of the Term 

In order to avoid misunderstanding and misinterpreting about the 

title of the research, it is necessary to define the terms used, as follow: 

1. Correlation 

Creswell (2008, p. 338) stated that correlation is a measure of 

the strength of the relationship or association between two or more 

sets of data. The word correlation refers to a design of this research. 

The correlation between two variables is where the variable X (writing 

attitude) influences the variable Y (writing achievement).  

2. Writing Attitude 

According to Ajzen (2005, p. 3), writing attitude is a 

disposition to respond favorably or unfavorably to an object (thing), 

person, institution, or event. This includes about students’ beliefs and 

positive and negative feelings about the attitude object. In this 

research, it refers to students’ writing attitude at eleventh grade of 

Madrasah Aliyah Darul Hikmah Pekanbaru. 

3. Writing Achievement 

According to Esra N.F and Tjut Ernidawati (2012, p. 3), 

writing achievement is about the accomplishing goals of teaching and 
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learning of writing especially by effort, skill, courage, etc. it can be 

observed by seeing the students’ ability in writing. In this research, 

writing achievement refers to the students’ writing achievement at 

eleventh grade of Madrasah Aliyah Darul Hikmah Pekanbaru. 

 

 

 

 


