
 

8 

 

CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF THE RELATED LITERATURE 

A. Theoretical Framework 

1. The Nature of Vocabulary Mastery 

Vocabulary is essential component of all uses language. Therefore, 

mastering vocabulary can smoothen the way to be successful in mastering 

the language skills. Moreover, Richard and Renandya (2002:255) stated 

that vocabulary is a core component of language proficiency and provides 

much of the bass for how well learners speak, listen, readand write. 

Therefore, without an extensive vocabulary and strategic for acquiring 

new vocabulary, learners achieve less than their potential and may be 

discouraged and uninterested in using a language, especially English. 

In addition, Nunan and Lines (2005: 121) defined vocabulary as 

the collection of words that an individual knows. Then, Hatch and brown 

(1995:1) stated that the term vocabulary refers to a list or set of words for 

particular language or a list or set of words that individual speaker of a 

language might use. Richard and Schmidt (2010: 629) defined vocabulary 

as a set of lexemes, including single words, compound words and idioms. 

Besides, Harris and Sipay (1981: 459-460) stated that vocabulary is 

a verbal label that represents a concept or idea, as children mature, the 

concept represented by the word gradually become refined and accurate. 
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According to Burton (1992:100) there are two kinds of vocabulary 

used by the people for communication, both are: general vocabulary and 

specific purposes-terminologies. The general vocabulary is the words used 

in general; there is no limit of fields or user, general in meaning and use. 

Whereas the specific purposes-terminologiesis used in certain fields, job, 

profession or special science. For example: politicians, journalist, and 

lawyers. All of those examples have specialized vocabulary arising from 

particular circumstances of their lives and work. 

From the definition given above the writer concluded that 

vocabulary is a list of words that is used to express the idea and it is used 

for general communication. That is the reason why it is important to learn 

vocabulary.  

Buildingthestudents’interestisasimportantasmasteringvocabularyinte

achinglearningprocess.Especiallyinteachingreading,becauseinterestandreadi

nghaveastrongrelation.Interesthastheimportantroleincomprehensionandrecal

l.Theunderstandingisneededwhenthestudents arereadingthetexts. 

2. The Nature of Reading Interest 

Anderson in Nunan (2003:68) said reading is a fluent process of 

readers combining information from a text and their own background 

knowledge to build meaning, and have goal comprehension. Goodman as 

cited in Carrel (1992:12) points out that reading is a receptive language 

process. It is a psycholinguistics process in that it starts with meaning 

which the readers construct. There is thus an essential interaction between 
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language and thoughts and reader decodes language thought. According to 

Richards (2010:483) reading is the process by which the meaning of a 

written text is understood. Linse (:69) said that reading is a set of skill that 

involves making sense and deriving meaning from the printed word. So 

reading is a process to build meaning from written text which goal to 

comprehend the text.  

Reading is a complex skill, which is not merely to understand the 

written text by knowing the meaning of every word and every sentence on 

the text, but it involves the ability to understand the elements of language, 

such as phonology, semantic, syntax and also the culture of the language 

being read. 

Therefore, English teacher has to do the strong effort to teach 

reading. He or she has to use various activities in order to make the 

students easier in understanding and also comprehending any kinds of 

English text. It is important to know that among the four skills of foreign 

language, reading becomes the most important skills to be taught. 

In addition, a teacher has to give the students the understanding 

and awareness about how important reading is for their future. Before 

teaching reading, a teacher would better ask the students about their 

purpose, aim, or goal for reading. It is important to do because those 

aspects may affect their comprehension. 

According to Lester and Alice Crow, they classified two general 

purposes of reading. These purposes area: 
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a. Leisure time reading, it is reading for enjoyment which may vary 

in to follow the favorite sport, comic, article and movie program. 

b. More serious reading, it is reading for academic purpose such as to 

obtain factual information and to solve problem. 

In addition, the descriptions about the purposes for reading can be 

concluded that reading is not only done for academic purposes, but it is 

done for entertaining readers and for any simple thing information, such 

as, advertisement, announcements and so on. Consequently, the purposes 

for reading can affect the way readers read the text. The more interesting 

information the faster will be. 

Reading is a skill and it can only be developed by practicing a lot. 

In order to be able to understand any kinds of text, a reader must have 

some skills that will support his understanding. However, a reader reads 

for many purposes. He will have different methods for different text being 

read. A reader may not use the same method when he reads science books 

and novel. If it measured by the time, it can be guessed that a reader will 

read novel faster than science books, because he has something which 

makes him reading novel faster than science books. Something that a 

reader has to support his reading is what known by interest. 

According toMagner., et al. (2012:3) interest is defined as 

interaction between a person and an object within the environment. In 

other words, there is something happened which made a person and an 
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object interrelated each other. Lin., et al. (2013: 2153) said that Interest in 

the field of education can be referred to as a psychological state or 

selective preference toward particular domain of the study. In accordance 

with the two definition of interest, it can be revealed that interest is the 

psychological aspect which can make someone doing a particular activity 

or predispose to an object. So, interest is important in learning process 

because interest can support students’ learning process. Learning process 

will be effective if the students are interested in material. 

There are two types of interest according to Alderman (2004: 241), 

they are: 

a. Personal Interest 

Personal interest is more stable personal disposition toward a 

specific topic or domain. It is the individual interest that a student 

brings to the classroom such as space exploration, which is based on a 

deep level of knowledge.  

Personal interest is assumed to be directed toward specific activity 

or topic. For example: particular interest in sport, science, music, 

dance, and computers. 

 

 

b. Situational interest 

Situational interest is more temporary and specific situation of 

attention to a topic. It is more contextual dependent or specific than 
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personal interest. It results from some instructional activity used in the 

classroom that triggers an interest. 

Situational interest can be increased by the use of interesting texts, 

media, presentation, and the like. It may trigger the students’ interest 

in a topic or activity leading to personal interest. 

Therefore, situational interest is asserted to be more important for 

the classroom because teachers have some control over this than on the 

personal interests students bring with them. 

To create students’ interest, teacher can use this strategies 

according to Schuck, Printtrich and Meece (2008: 220), they are:  

1) Use original source materials 

2) Model your own enthusiasm and interest for the content 

3) Create surprise and disequilibrium in the classroom 

4) Use variety and novelty 

5) Provide some choice of topics based on personal interest 

6) Build on and integrate students’ personal interest in designing 

lesson 

Interest has big influence on students’ learning. There are 2 kinds 

of interest according to Slamet (2011: 191), they are:Expressed Interest 

and Manifested interest. Interest can be expressed by showing someone’s 

feeling that he likes something more than others. For example: I like to 

speak English with the teacher, I would love to speak English with friends, 
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I enjoy to speak English, I am interested in speaking English, and I am 

happy to speak English. 

Manifest interest is the students’ participation in doing an activity. 

When someone likes English, he will learn happily and participate in 

classroom. For example: I practice to speak English, I ask or answer the 

teacher’s questions in English, I join English speaking activities, I 

remember and pronounce English words, and I speak English. 

Therefore, if the students have an interest in reading means that, 

they have the motivation to read and to respond effectively to seek their 

self-understanding and sense of self-worth. 

3. Students’ Reading Interest 

In the process of learning, interest will influence the students to 

follow teaching and learning activity. Interest will make the students pay 

attention to the teacher, so the students have positive responses. According 

to Sadoski (2004) reading interest motivate reader to comprehend the main 

idea of reading. So, reading interest is the basic point to comprehend the 

idea of the text. 

The US Department of Education in Zurina (2013:162) defined 

reading interest as whether or not students like to read in their spare time 

or at home or whether they go to the library. Besides, reading interest is 

also defined by the number of books read in a month or week. Zurina 

(2013: 162) stated that reading interest has strong positive relationship 
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with the success of students both in school and life. The students need text 

or somewhat unique and highly personal feeling when they tried to 

comprehending the reading text. To sum up, having an interest in reading 

means having the motivation to read and to respond affectively to seek 

students’ self-understanding and students self-worth through reading. 

4. The Nature of Report Text 

a. The Definition of Report Text 

Report text according to Knapp and Watkins (2005) is included in 

the genre describing. It can be both factual and non-factual. They 

formally describe general thing with technical point of view. Report text 

describes and classifies appearance or quality, part or function of 

phenomena. The ordering process works in several ways, first, it 

generally names the thing, then it classifies it, and then it deals with its 

attributes, behavior, functions and so on.Zaida (2013) stated that report 

text is a kind of text which provides facts and description about a topic 

and it function to give information by stating facts. Different from 

descriptive text, report text describes things in general and as a result of 

systematic observation and analysis. 

So, report text classifies, describes and gives factual information 

about people, animals, things or phenomena. It is used to give 

information, to describe phenomena in a systematic manner. This text 

type provides general information followed by detail. 

b. The Generic Structure of Report text 
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Report text has two generic structures: 

1) General classification 

This part gives brief information about the focus of the 

report. It may give a definition of a subject. It is placed in the first 

paragraph. 

2) Description 

The description is stated in the next part after the general 

classification. This part gives facts about the focus of the report. It 

has function to describe the features of the subject for example: 

what it lives, how it breeds. Thus, the reader will get some support 

information about “something” being described and it is explained 

more detail in this part. 

c. The Language Feature of Report Text 

The language features used in report text are explained below: 

1) Present tense is mostly used in report text. However, report 

may also use present tense to state past facts. Example: all fish 

live in water, have fins, and use gills. 

2) A report text uses general term. For example, use ‘fish’ rather 

than ‘my fish’. 

3) Sometimes, passive is used in a report text. Example: English is 

spoken all over the world. 

d. The Example of Report Text 
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JAGUAR 

Jaguar is famous animal in Asia because there is a car named after 

the animal although it does not live here. It can be seen in some points, 

that the jaguar belongs to the cat family since it is one of his four big 

cats along with the lion, the tiger and the leopard, that’s why a jaguar is 

often mistaken for a leopard. A jaguar, however, has larger rosette 

markings, a stronger body and a shorter tail. The jaguar is brownish 

yellow In color and has spots on the head. 

Jaguars can live in a various location, such as in rainforest and wet 

grassland in central and South America. The jaguar is a clever hunter, 

while the other roaring cats kill their prey by biting it at the neck, the 

jaguar kills them by biting it through its skull. It usually kills small 

animals but it can also attack and kill cattle or deer. 

5. Correlation between Students’ Reading Interest and Students’ 

Vocabulary Mastery 

Oxford learner’s pocket dictionary (1991:92) defined the 

correlation is close to relationship nor connection. Correlation always has 

relation between one and other always influenced in it. According to 

Risdianto(2012:35)Reading has been the skill most emphasized in 

traditional Foreign Language (FL) teaching, and even today is the 

mainstay of English as Foreign Language (EFL) instruction in many 

countries. Reading interest has a significant correlation with the advance 

of country. Especially for English language study, reading interest is very 
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useful for students. By reading as a habitual activity, they will use their 

time to do positive activity. It is believed that they will get information 

little by little. 

According to Harmer (2001:68) reading texts also provides 

opportunities to study language, vocabulary, grammar, punctuation, and 

the way that construct sentence, paragraphs, and texts. Finally, good 

reading texts can introduce interesting topics, stimulate discussion, and 

excite imaginative responses. 

Therefore, the writer can assume that reading interest can influence 

the other aspects of language study especially vocabulary mastery. Thus, 

in this research the students can improve their vocabulary mastery by 

reading English text or other. 

B. Relevant Research 

The following relevant researchers to this research project are: 

1. A research conducted by Eva Faliyanti, (2010) entitled “The Correlation 

between Students’ Vocabulary Mastery and Their Interest in English 

toward Reading Comprehension in Descriptive Text”. Correlation research 

was kind of her research design. The location of her research was 

inMuhammadiyah University Students in Academic Year 2014/2015. The 

population of this research was 127 students. The researcher used cluster 

random sampling in taking sample. In collecting the data the researcher 

used test and questionnaire, namely vocabulary mastery and reading 

comprehension in descriptive text. In questionnaire used to students’ 
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interest in English and in analyzingthe data, the researcher used Product 

Moment Formula.After analyzing the data byusing the correlation product 

moment and Regression Linearity Test, the researchergets the result of 

based on the calculation, it is found that: 1) of r = 0,45 (X1 and Y). 2)0,61 

(X2 and Y). 3) 0,98 (X1, X2 and Y). The hypothesis can be accepted 

because tratio= 4,3 and tdaf = 2,04. It means that tratio>tdaf and Ha is accepted 

because there is positive and significant correlation between students’ 

vocabulary mastery and their interest in English toward reading 

comprehension in descriptive text. 

2. A research conducted by LiaNurshohifah, (2014) entitled “The 

Relationship between Students’ Reading Interest, Vocabulary Mastery and 

Their Reading Ability on Descriptive Text”. A Correlational Study on the 

Eighth Grade Students in KecamatanBanjarPandeglang, Academic Year 

2012/2013. 3. There is a positive relationship between the three variables 

altogether. This means that students’ level of reading interest and 

vocabulary mastery should give a contribution to the improvement of 

students’ reading ability on descriptive text. The student who has high 

interest in reading and masters the vocabulary mastery should be easier to 

understand the text literally and also interpretatively. Therefore, the ability 

in reading descriptive text will be supported by the level of interest and 

vocabulary student has. 

C. Operational Concept 

1. The Indicator of Variable X 
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a. The students read more than a few minutes. 

b.The students express their opinion about the reading text material that 

they have read. 

c. The students are easy to finish the reading text. 

d.The students focus when reading a text. 

e. The students fell happy to join reading activity. 

2. The Indicator of Variable Y 

a. Students are able to decide the form of word. 

b.Students are able to decide the adjective, the verb, the noun and the 

adverb word appropriately. 

c. Students are able to give the meaning of a word. 

d.Students are able to locate the meaning of vocabulary in context. 

D. The Assumption and Hypothesis 

1. The Assumption 

In this research, the writer assumes that there will be significant 

correlation between students’ interest in reading and their vocabulary 

mastery in report text at eleven grade of SMAN 2 Tambang. The better 

students interest in reading report text, the better their vocabulary mastery 

will be. 

2. The Hypothesis 

a. Ha: There is significant correlation between reading interest and their 

vocabulary mastery in report text at eleven grade of SMAN 2 

Tambang. 
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b. H0: There is no significant correlation between reading interest and 

their vocabulary mastery in report text at eleven grade of SMAN 2 

Tambang. 


