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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background of the Problem 

Vocabulary is the most important component in learning English. Without a 

sufficient vocabulary, students who learn English cannot express their ideas in 

English. It means that students have to master English vocabulary and 

grammatical rules in order to have proper communication. Furthermore, teaching 

vocabulary in school is to prepare students to understand how to speak, listen, 

read, and write in English. In the line with statement above, Richard (2002:255) 

said that “vocabulary is the core component of language proficiency and provides 

much of the basis for how well learners speak, listen, read, and write.” 

The first step that students need to success in learning English is mastering 

English vocabulary. Meaning that all of students need vocabulary first to practice 

and apply their skills in English. The four English skills are listening, speaking, 

reading and writing. According to Merriam-Webster dictionary mastery is 

knowledge and skill that allows you to do, use, or understand something very 

well. In reading for example, students cannot understand meaning of any 

sentences, if they do not know any vocabularies.  

Many interesting activities that can help students to improve their vocabulary, 

such as reading any kinds of English text, Listening a music, watching animation 

video, etc. Reading is common activities that people do to get information and 

comprehension. According to Anderson in Nunan (2003:68) “reading is a fluent 
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process of readers combining information from a text and their own 

backgroundknowledge to build meaning.” Besides, reading text books from the 

school, students also have an interest in other kinds of text. One kind of the text is 

report text. According to Merriam-Webster Dictionary, report is a story in a 

newspaper or on radio or television that is about something that happened or that 

gives information about something. Furthermore, report text is the text that about 

somethingwhich happen and give information about something.  

State senior high school 2 Tambang (SMAN 2 Tambang) is one of the senior 

high school in Kampar that offer school based curriculum of Senior High School 

on School based curriculum. This school offers English to students, especially 

vocabulary, where English is taught twice a week for 45 minutes.  Based on base 

curriculum of senior high school, vocabulary is aim at (Curriculum 2006)  

“The ability to understand and create various short functional texts, 

monologues as well as essay in a form of procedure, descriptive, recount, 

narrative, report, news item, analytical exposition, hortatory exposition, 

spoof, explanation, discussion, review, public speaking. Variations in 

teaching materials are found in the use of certain vocabulary, grammar, 

and rhetoric device.” 

Based on quotation above vocabulary is needed and should be acquired by 

students. Meaning that if students are not able to master vocabulary they cannot 

understand and create the text that they learn in English. 

Based on the preliminary study the writer at SMAN 2 Tambang, especially at 

the eleven grade students. It is clear that most of the eleven grade students of 

SMAN 2 Tambang have some problems and difficulties in English, especially in 

vocabulary mastery. 
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Based on the preliminary study at the eleven grade of SMAN 2 Tambang, the 

writer found the following problems: 

1. Some of students had lack of vocabulary. 

2. Some of the students were not able to analyze the meaning of certain 

words on the text. 

3. Students’ environment promoted them to communicate in their mother 

tongue, that caused to discourage not to practice English. 

4. The students were afraid of making mistake to use English in the class. 

5. Some of students were interested in reading, but their English vocabulary 

mastery was not good. 

Based on the problems illustrated above, thus, the writer is interested in 

observing the problems above into a research project entitled “The Correlation 

between Reading Interest and Their Vocabulary Mastery in Report Text at the 

Eleven Grade of SMAN 2 Tambang” 

B. The Problem 

1. The Identification of the Problem 

Based on the background of the problems that are experienced by 

the students, the writer identifies the problems as follows: 

1. How is the students’reading interest? 

2. How is students’vocabulary mastery? 

3. Why were the student not able to analyze the meaning of words in a 

text? 
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2. The Limitation of the Problem 

Based on identification of the problem state above, the writer needs to 

limit and focus the problem of her research on students’ interest and 

vocabulary mastery. 

3. The Formulation of the Problem 

Based on the identification of the problem above, the problems of the 

research are formulated into this research question: 

a. How is students’ reading interest at the eleven grade of SMAN 2 

Tambang? 

b. How is students’ vocabulary mastery in report text at the eleven grade 

of SMAN 2 Tambang? 

c. Is there any significant correlation between students’ reading interest 

and their vocabulary mastery in report text at the eleven grade of 

SMAN 2 Tambang? 

C. The Objective and the Significance of the Research 

1. Objective of the Research 

a. To find out about the students reading interest at the eleven grade of 

SMAN 2 Tambang. 

b. To find out about the students vocabulary mastery at the eleven grade 

of SMAN 2 Tambang. 
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c. To know whether there is a significant correlation between reading 

interest and their vocabulary mastery in report text at the eleven grade 

of SMAN 2 Tambang. 

2. Significance of the Research 

a. Hopefully this research finding is able to benefit the writer as a novice 

researcher, especially in learning how to conduct the research. 

b. These research findings are also expected useful and valuable, 

especially for students and teachers of English of the eleven grade of 

SMAN 2 Tambang as the positive information for the following 

teaching and learning process. 

c. Besides, these research findings are also expected to be the positive 

issues, especially for those who are concerned in the world of teaching 

and learning English as EFL/ESL in general. 

d. Finely these research findings are also expected to be both practical 

and theorical information to the development of theories on language 

teaching. 

D. The Definition of the Term 

1. Correlation 

According to Richard (1992: 89) Correlation is a measure of the 

strength of the relationship between two sets of data. In this research, 

correlation is defined as the correlation between students’ interest in 

reading and their vocabulary mastery in report text. 
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2. Interest in reading 

According to Merriam-Webster dictionary interest is a quality that 

attracts your attention and makes you want to learn more about 

something. On the other hand, if the students have strong interest in 

reading, of course, they want to learn more about what they have read. In 

this research the terms of interest in reading refers to the effort used by 

the students to influence them in study at State Senior High School 2 

Tambang. 

3. Vocabulary mastery 

According to richard (2002: 255) vocabulary is a core component 

of language proficiency and provides much of basis for how well learners 

speak, read, listen and write. It means that vocabulary is very important 

thing and without having vocabulary mastery, people cannot master 

English. In this research the terms of vocabulary mastery refers to 

students’ skill that will be measured by the writer. 

4. Report text 

According to Zaida on Ifah (2015: 21) report text is a kind of text 

which provides facts and description about a topic and it function to give 

information by stating facts. Report text describes thing in general and as a 

result of systematic observation and analysis. In this research, report text 

refers to the one text which is will be provided to the eleven grade students 

of State Senior High School 2 Tambang. 
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E. The Reasons for Choosing the Title 

There are some reasons why the writer is interested in carrying out this 

research. This research is conducted based on the following reasons: 

1. The title of the research is relevant with writer as a student English 

Education Department. 

2. The title of this research is not yet investigated by other previous 

researchers. 

3. The location of the research facilitates the writer to investigate those 

classroom phenomena. 

 


