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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background of the Research 

Reading skill is the former needed for people especially students in 

school. According to Grabe in Celce Marianne (2001, p.153) reading is 

probably the most important skill for second language learners to master in 

academic contexts. It is an indispensable skill for learners in English as a 

foreign language. As one of the language skills, comprehension of written 

texts, or reading skills, forms the stepping stone for the education of a learner. 

The main concept in reading skill is „comprehension‟. It enhances the process 

of language acquisition and helps students to read for different purposes. On 

the other hand, reading is the most basic in English and it must be mastered by 

students in order to be easy to understand the task. It is nothing without having 

comprehension. In accordance with the statement above, Kalayo Hasibuan and 

Fauzan (2007) points out “the purpose for reading also determines the 

appropriate approach to reading comprehension”. 

Reading comprehension is defined as the ability of readers to 

understand the surface and the hidden meanings of the text. It is the process of 

unlocking meaning from a written text; not only understanding its' direct 

meaning, but also comprehending implied ideas. Reading comprehension is 

the thinking process used to make meaning of what a person reads and 

specifically, enabling students to think about and react to what they read. 
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There are some factors that can influence reading comprehension. One 

of them is psychological factors that include motivation, interest, attitude, self 

concept, self confidence, etc. According to Trehearne and Doctorow (2005), 

reading attitude is one of some factors that affects reading comprehension. 

Attitudes refers to the “psychological tendency that is expressed by evaluating 

a particular entity with some degree of favor or disfavor” (Day and Bamford, 

1998). According to Sallabas (2008, p.142), attitude can be described as an 

individual‟s response tendency against any phenomenon or thing around 

students‟.  

Alexander and Filler (1976) defined reading attitude as “a system of 

feelings related to reading which causes the learner to approach or avoid a 

reading situation” or as ”a state of mind, accompanied by feeling and emotions 

that makes reading more or less probable” (Smith, 2001) (as cited in 

Yamashita 2004). Reading attitude has three components: First, cognitive 

component is related to belief, though and perception. Second, affective 

component is related to feeling or emotion. Third, behavioral or conative 

component is related to intention to read and actual reading behavior. 

Joseph (2004) contributed that a child‟s attitude may have a profound 

impact upon his or her over all academic progress. Children with positive 

reading attitudes tend to be willing to read, enjoy reading, become proficient, 

and become lifelong readers. On the other hand, children with poor attitudes 

or negative attitudes toward reading may only read when they have to read, 

tend to avoid reading, and may even refuse to read altogether.  
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According to Trehearne and Doctorow (2005), attitudes strongly 

influence motivation and affect achievement in reading. Students who see 

themselves as readers have positive attitudes toward reading. They are 

motivated to read and they read for a variety purposes (e.g for enjoyment, to 

escape, to obtain new information, to gain understanding issues, to learn about 

themselves). Meanwhile, students with poor attitudes toward reading will 

usually read only when they have to and “fake it” during independent reading. 

Junior Islamic Boarding School DaarunNahdhahThawalibBangkinang 

is one of the educational institutions in Kampar regency that uses 2013 

Curriculum in the process of teaching and learning. English subject is also 

taught based on 2013 Curriculum. The purpose of teaching reading is to make 

students able to comprehend the meaning of the text. Reading skill is one of 

the English language skills which is taught and it should be mastered by the 

students in this school. In the syllabus, reading in English subject can not be 

separated from text as sources. Comprehending the text is one of the focuses 

of reading. 

Based on the interview done by the researcher to the teacher of 

English, when the teacher did some activities in reading with her students 

some of her students still had many difficulties in comprehending their 

reading, some students thought that to comprehend reading is very difficult 

because there are many aspects should be considered. In this case, English is 

new language for students, some of students were still difficult to comprehend 

the idea of reading passage, some of students also had lack of vocabulary 
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which causes difficulties in understanding the text, and it made them lazy to 

read. Besides, there were some students who had good attitude such as 

engaging in reading but they did not comprehend what they read. The 

contrary, there were some students‟ who had bad attitude such as avoiding 

reading but they could answer the question based on the text. 

Based on the description above, the problems can be seen into the 

following phenomena: 

1. Some of students are difficult to analyze the ideas in the text. 

2. Some of students have lack of vocabulary. 

3. Some of students are lazy to make phrases of sentence in the text. 

4. Some of students have good attitude in reading, but they are hard to 

comprehend the text. 

5. Some of students have bad attitude in reading, but they comprehend the 

text. 

Based on the symptoms explained by the writer above, the writer is 

interested in conducting a research entitled: “The Correlation between 

Students’ Reading Attitude and Reading Comprehension at the Seventh 

Grade of Junior Islamic Boarding School Daarun Nahdhah Thawalib 

Bangkinang”. 

B. The Problem 

1. Identification of the Problem 

Based on the symptoms that are explained by the writer above, so 

the problems in this research are identified as in the following questions:  



 

5 
 

 

1. What are the causes that make some of the students difficult to 

comprehend the ideas in reading text? 

2. What are the factors that make some of students have lack of 

vocabulary? 

3. What are the factors that make students lazy to make phrases of 

sentence in the text? 

4. What are the factors that make some of students have good attitude 

in reading but they are hard to comprehend the text? 

5. What are the factors that make some of students have bad attitude 

in reading but they comprehend the text? 

2. Limitation of the Problem 

Based on the identification of the problem, the writer focuses on 

students‟ reading attitude and their reading comprehension at the seventh 

grade of Junior Islamic Boarding School Daarun Nahdhah Thawalib 

Bangkinang. 

3. Formulation of the Problem 

Based on explanation above, the problem is formulated in the 

following research question: 

a. How is the students‟ reading attitude at the seventh grade of Junior 

Islamic Boarding School Daarun Nahdhah Thawalib Bangkinang? 

b. How is students‟ reading comprehension at the seventh grade of Junior 

Islamic Boarding School Daarun Nahdhah Thawalib Bangkinang? 
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c. Is there any significant correlation between students‟ reading attitude 

and reading comprehension at the seventh grade of Junior Islamic 

Boarding School Daarun Nahdhah Thawalib Bangkinang? 

C. Objective and Significance of the Research 

1. Objective of the research 

Based on the formulation of the problem above, the general 

objectives of this research are: 

a. To find out the students‟ reading attitude at the seventh grade of Junior 

Islamic Boarding School Daarun Nahdhah Thawalib Bangkinang. 

b. To find out the students‟ reading comprehension at the seventh grade 

of Junior Islamic Boarding School Daarun Nahdhah Thawalib 

Bangkinang. 

c. To find out the significant correlation between students‟ reading 

attitude and reading comprehension at the seventh grade of Junior 

Islamic Boarding School Daarun Nahdhah Thawalib Bangkinang. 

2. Significance of the research 

There is significance of the research, theoretically, these research 

findings are also expected to be valuable inputs for both teacher and 

students of English at seventh grade of Junior Islamic Boarding School 

Daarun Nahdhah Thawalib Bangkinang, and all teachers generally have an 

attempt to improve the students‟ reading comprehension. 

Practically, this research findings are expected to give contribution 

and information in increasing knowledge. Besides that, this research is 
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expected to give contribution to teaching and learning process at Junior 

Islamic Boarding School Daarun Nahdhah Thawalib Bangkinang. The 

research findings are expected to provide both theoretical and practical 

benefits for teaching English as a foreign language. 

D. Definition of the Term 

1. Correlation  

Correlation is a measure of the strength of the relationship 

between two sets of data (Longman dictionary of Language Teaching and 

Applied Linguistic). In this research, correlation is defined as the 

correlation between students‟ reading attitude and reading comprehension 

at the seventh grade of Islamic Junior High School Daarun Nahdhah 

Thawalib Bangkinang. 

2. Reading Attitude 

Alexander and Filler (1976) defined reading attitude as “a system 

of feelings related to reading which causes the learner to approach or 

avoid a reading situation”. Reading attitude refers to how a student feels 

about reading and what type of reaction he or she has to read. (Donaldson, 

p.5) 

3. Reading Comprehension 

Jannette (2007, p.2) stated that reading comprehension is the 

process of constructing meaning by coordinating a number of complex 

process that include word reading, word knowledge and fluency. It means 

a processes or product of understanding the text in order to get 
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information and the meaning of the text. In this research, the reading 

comprehension refers to the students‟ ability to understand about what 

they read. 

E. Reason for Choosing the Title 

The reasons why researcher is interested in carrying out this research are: 

1. This topic needs to be discussed because the researcher wants to know the 

correlation between students‟ reading attitude and their reading 

comprehension. 

2. This research is very important to do because it is one of the requirements 

of academic demands. 

3. The topic is relevant to the researcher as one of the students of English 

Education Department of Education and Teacher Training Faculty of State 

Islamic University Sultan Syarif Kasim Riau. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


