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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of The Problem 

Reading is an interactive process that goes on between the reader and 

the text, resulting comprehension. It means, there is a communication between 

the reader and the text that happens during reading. Reading should use their 

previous knowledge, strategy and skill to comprehend the text because the last 

process of reading is comprehension. So, reading comprehension is the result 

of reading. It is about understanding written text.  Klinger (2007, p. 2) states 

that reading comprehension is the process of constructing meaning by 

coordinating a number of complex processes that includes word reading, 

knowledge and fluency. 

Reading skill is the important which is required to be mastered by 

students. Harmer (1998, p. 68) states that reading is useful to order purpose 

too. Any exposure makes students understand it more or less, and it is a good 

thing for their language. They read something for some different purpose; a 

student may read to prepare for class, teacher makes a note for discussion, and 

review for an exam.  

State Junior High School 14 Mandau is one of the schools which is in 

Duri. As a formal school, this it also offers English subject to the students. 

This school uses School Based Curriculum (KTSP) in the process of teaching 
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and learning English. Based on KTSP for Junior High School 2006, the goals 

of teaching English are as follows: 

1. Developing communicative competence in oral and written form to 

achieve functional literacy level. 

2. Having awareness about sense and significant English in order to 

increase national competence in global society. 

3. Developing students’ understanding about relationship between 

language and culture.  

In this school, English has been taught twice in a week with duration of time 

80 minutes for one meeting. The passing grade of English reading skill in 

State Junior High School 14 Mandau is 70. 

Based on the writer’s preliminary observation on Friday 20 May 2016 

with Mrs. Sumarti S.Pd at State Junior High School 14 Mandau, it was clear 

that most of students were encountering the problems and difficulties in 

English, especially in term reading. In State Junior High School 14 Mandau, 

the teacher has applied Repeated Reading Strategy in teaching reading. Firstly, 

the teacher read sentence by sentence from the text and asked students to 

listen and ask them to repeat what the teacher read. Then, the teacher asked all 

of the students to read the text loudly; one student on paragraph. Yet, student 

who read the text was chosen by teacher randomly, then all of the students 

listened, connected, and had to be each other. Then, the teacher explained 

briefly about the text. Then, the teacher asked students to answer the question 

about the reading text. Finally, the teacher and students discussed the answer 

question, and then she gave score base on the correct answer by the students. 
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Ideally, students in State Junior High School 14 Mandau are able to 

comprehend what they read and answer the question of narrative text correctly. 

Yet, students’ learning outcomes are not satisfying. The students still had 

difficulties in learning English especially in term of learning to read. It can be 

seen from the phenomena bellow:  

a) Some of the students were not able to identify main idea in narrative 

text.  

b) Some of the students were not able to identify supporting idea in 

narrative text. 

c) Some of the students were not able to identify the generic structure in 

narrative text. 

d) Some of the students were not able to identify the meaning of 

vocabularies in narrative text. 

e) Some of the students were not able to identify locating reference in 

narrative text. 

Based on phenomena stated above, it needs an appropriate strategy and 

technique helping them as solution for their problems. There is actually a 

strategy that can help the students in comprehending the reading text 

especially in narrative text, it is Question, Reduce, Read, and Review Strategy. 

The Question, Reduce, Read, and Review Strategy is to provide a 

comprehensive way for students and teachers to engage with text. It provides 

activation of background knowledge, outlining or graphic organization, and 
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reader reflection. According to Brunner (2011, p. 76) the Question, Reduce, 

Read and Review Strategy is particularly beneficial to students when the 

reading is difficult and complex.  

Based on the explanation and the phenomena above, the writer is 

interested in carrying out a research entitled: “The Effect of Using Question, 

Reduce, Read, and Review Strategy on Students’ Reading 

Comprehension at State Junior High School 14 Mandau”. 

 

B. Problem 

1. Identification of the Problem 

Based on the background of the phenomena of the reading 

comprehension of the State Junior High School 14 Mandau, there are 

many problems that make the students difficult in reading text. Thus, the 

problem of this research is identified in the following identifications: 

a) Some of the students were not able to identify main idea in 

narrative text.  

b) Some of the students were not able to identify supporting idea in 

narrative text. 

c) Some of the students were not able to identify the generic structure 

in narrative text. 

d) Some of the students were not able to identify the meaning of 

vocabularies in narrative text. 
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e) Some of the students were not able to identify locating reference in 

narrative text. 

2. Limitation of the Problem 

To avoid misunderstanding to the problem, it is necessary for the 

writer to limit the problems in this research. The writer has limited the 

study on teaching English that concerns on the students’ reading 

comprehension in narrative text by using question, reduce, read, and 

review strategy of the first year at State Junior High School 14 Mandau. 

3. Formulation of the Problem 

According to the limitation of the problem, the writer formulate 

the problem as follows: 

a) How is the students’ reading comprehension in narrative text before 

being taught by using question, reduce, read, and review strategy? 

b) How is the students’ reading comprehension in narrative text after 

being taught by using question, reduce, read, and review strategy? 

c) Is there any significant effect on students’ reading comprehension in 

narrative text taught by using question, reduce, read, and review 

strategy at State Junior High School 14 Mandau? 
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C. Objective and Significance of the Research 

1. The Objective of the Research 

a) To find out students’ reading comprehension in narrative text before 

being taught by using question, reduce, read, and review strategy. 

b) To find out students’ reading comprehension in narrative text after 

being taught by using question, reduce, read, and review strategy 

c) To find out the significant effect of students’ reading comprehension in 

narrative text taught by using question, reduce, read, and review 

strategy at State Junior High School 14 Mandau. 

2. Significance of the Research 

The writer expects that the finding of this study may: 

a) Show how the effect of using Question, Reduce, Read, and Review 

strategy in reading comprehension. 

b) To give some contributions to the students in order to improve students’ 

comprehension in understanding the reading narrative text. 

c) To fulfill one of the requirements of S1 degree of education at English 

Education department of Education and teachers’ training faculty of 

Sultan Syarif Kasim Riau. 
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D. Definition of  the Terms 

To avoid misunderstanding and misinterpretation toward the terms 

used in this research, the following terms are necessarily defined as follows: 

1. Effect 

Richards and Schmidt (2002, p. 190) said that effect is used to measure 

the strength or one variables effect on another or the relationship between 

two or more variables. In this research, effect is defined as the result of 

teaching reading by using Question, Reduce, Read, and Review strategy at 

State Junior High School 14 Mandau. 

2. Question, Reduce, Read, and Review 

Brunner (2011, p. 76) stated that Question, Reduce, Read, and Review 

strategy is to provide a comprehensive way for students and teachers to 

engage with text. Question, Reduce, Read, and Review can help the 

students comprehend the texts. They can understand and find the detail 

information of the text. This strategy is particularly beneficial to students 

when the reading is difficult and complex. Considering those reason, the 

researcher use this strategy to improve reading comprehension. 

3. Reading Comprehension 

Nunan (2005, p. 69) defined that reading is a set of skills of deriving 

meaning from the printed word. When we are reading, we must be able to 

decode the word and catch the idea of what being read. Richards and 

Schmidt (2010, p. 108) stated that comprehension is the ability of 
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interpreting the meaning in written or spoken language.  In this case, 

comprehension is dealing with reading. So, reading comprehension is the 

process of decoding and interpreting meaning of the written text by the 

reader. 

E. Reason for Choosing the Title 

The reasons why the writer is very interested in carrying out a research 

on the topic above are based on several considerations: 

1. This problem is interested to be studied because it contributed to us a lot 

of information and knowledge about Question, Reduce, Read, and Review 

strategy. 

2. The writer is very interested in carrying out this research in order to know 

the effect of using Question, Reduce, Read, and Review strategy on 

reading comprehension. 

3. The topic is relevant to the writer as one of the students of English 

Education Department. 


