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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Problem 

In fact, many languages are spoken by people in the world as their 

foreign languages, such as Mandarin, Arabic, English, and Japanese. In 

Indonesia, English is a language that should be understood by students as 

their foreign language. In teaching English as foreign language, there are 

four skills presented in teaching English. They are speaking, writing, 

listening, and reading. The four skills have relationship each other. One of 

the primary language skills in teaching English as a foreign language is 

reading. 

Reading is one of the language skills that should be mastered by 

students. It consists of written or printed words that readers need to 

understanding their meaning. Reading is also a process of getting words 

and sentences from book. Reading is a key to expand the readers’ 

knowledge, but the readers have to use comprehension skills of the text 

that their read. It must be acquired well by all of English learners who 

want to learn English as their foreign language. Reading takes a crucial 

role in our lives. By reading, the readers can know what happens in the 

world or around them. 

Hence, it is worthwhile the writer to shows some definition of 

reading by some expert. According to Duffi (2009, p. 39), “Reading is not 

http://www.macmillandictionary.com/search/british/direct/?q=written
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/search/british/direct/?q=or
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/search/british/direct/?q=printed
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/search/british/direct/?q=words
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/search/british/direct/?q=understanding
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/search/british/direct/?q=their
http://www.macmillandictionary.com/search/british/direct/?q=meaning
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a random process, but it is a system to set of conventions we use to 

interpret and make sense of text”. Another definition of reading is stated 

by Lems (2010, p. 33), “Reading is an interactive process that takes place 

between the text and the reader’s processing strategies and background 

knowledge”. It means that reading is a process to constructing meaning of 

the text by the reader. The text would require students to get information 

and determine how good students in comprehending the text.  

In reading, students’ reading comprehension is an essentials part of 

reading a text. According to Sharon (2008, p. 68), reading comprehension 

is a strategic process to adjust the goal and the genre of what the readers 

had been read. Consciously or not, students not only read and understand 

Indonesian text, but also read and understand English text. So, it is the 

main reason why students have to be able to comprehend the text which 

they read. 

As a formal educational institution, State Senior High School 5 

Pekanbaru offers English subject to the students in twice a week that apply 

Curriculum as their guidance in teaching learning process. This school 

uses the 2013 Curriculum in the process of teaching and learning English. 

Based on the 2013 Curriculum of SMK/MAK (2014, p. 66) stated that 

reading is aiming at develop all of reading skills, such as ability to find the 

main idea, ability to get explicit and implicit information, and ability to 

understand words, phrases, and sentences. Moreover, the basic 

competence for the first year students are analyze social function, text 
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structure, and language feature in narrative text in the form of folklore in 

accordance with the context it use. Standard Minimum Score of English is 

78 for the first year of State Senior High School 5 Pekanbaru. 

Some of reading texts are too long. It makes some of students feel 

bored. Most of them only read the text but they do not understand what 

they read. The students are able to read fluency, but they are not able to 

get the meaning or the message from the text. It means that the students’ 

reading comprehension is still need to be increased. 

In order to know the basic problems of teaching English especially 

reading, I had done a preliminary research by interviewing an English 

teacher named Mrs. Hotma Rotua Aida Srinurat, S.Pd. She used 

skimming, scanning and presentation in teaching reading. According to 

her, reading individually more dominant strategy in her reading class than 

the other. Reading individually means that the teacher gave the students 

texts and the teacher asked the student to understand and answer the 

question based on the text. However, she often used small group 

discussion when learning a text to build their comprehension of the text. 

Seravallo (2010) points out, “It soon becomes clear that our 

purpose in the group was to read the story and answer the question. But, 

this assigning and assessing in place of reading instruction was not 

beneficial”. She is taking Durkin (1981) study as an example to support 

her statement, “We finished our assigned reading in short order at times, 

didn’t even read the passage as we learned that we could just look at the 
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question first, skim the story and get the answer”. Moreover, Snow (2002, 

p. 11) believes that, “The main goals of teacher in reading are motivating 

students to read and to provide real reading task”. 

Based on the explanation above, what teacher had done is useful to 

develop the students’ reading comprehension. However, the students still 

got difficulties in reading class, for instance, reading narrative text. The 

students’ difficulties in reading that the teacher shared could be seen from 

the following symptoms: 

1. Some of students can’t develop their ideas to conclude the 

text. 

2. Some of students are still hard to comprehend the text 

which includes lack of vocabulary and get the main idea of 

the text. 

3. Some of students can’t enjoy reading the text. 

4. Some of students are confused to identify specific 

information in reading text. 

Based on the description above, reading needs strategy to make 

students comprehend about content text especially on narrative text. 

Narratives have been described as having several common components 

including a setting, plots, resolution or story ending. One of the strategies 

for improve reading comprehension is using cubing strategy. 



5 

 

 

The term of cubing strategy is a strategy that presents some order 

on the cube template to assist students in comprehension the text 

(Caulfield and Jennings, 2005, cited from Artoni, 2013). 

In reading narrative text, cubing can be used to strengthen students' 

comprehension of a topic and also lead students to understand of a 

character, and/or text from various perspectives based on the students 

thinking by used questioning. This strategy can make students enjoy, 

because it’s like a dice game. The students also learned to take what they 

know and move down the scale of Bloom’s Taxonomy. As Duffi (2009, p. 

4) states, “The ways to motivate students to read, teacher must do two 

things: vision and fun activities”. 

Therefore, the writer interested to conducting a research entitled:  

“THE EFFECT OF USING CUBING QUESTIONING STRATEGY ON 

STUDENTS’ READING COMPREHENSION IN NARRATIVE TEXT 

AT THE FIRST YEAR OF STATE SENIOR HIGH SCHOOL 5 

PEKANBARU”. 

B. Problem 

1. Identification of the Problem 

Based on the background above, it is very clear that the 

students are still getting difficulties in understanding reading 

comprehension, especially in narrative text. Thus, the problems in this 

research area identified as follows: 
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a. Why some of the students can’t develop their ideas to 

conclude the text? 

b. Why are some of the students still hard to comprehend 

the text? 

c. Why some students can’t enjoy reading the text? 

d. Why are some students confused to identify specific 

information in reading text? 

2. Limitation of the Problem 

Based on identification of the problems mentioned above, the 

writer needs to limit and focus on students’ reading comprehension by 

using Cubing Questioning strategy to solve students’ problem in 

reading comprehension of the first year students in narrative text at 

SMAN 5 Pekanbaru. 

3. Formulation of the Problem 

Based on the problem limited above, the problem formulated in 

the following research questions: 

a. How is the students’ reading comprehension before 

using cubing questioning strategy in narrative text at 

The First Year of State Senior High School 5 

Pekanbaru? 

b. How is the students’ reading comprehension after using 

cubing questioning strategy in narrative text at The First 

Year of State Senior High School 5 Pekanbaru? 
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c. Is there any significant difference of students’ reading 

comprehension in narrative text before using cubing 

questioning strategy and after using it at The First Year 

of State Senior High School 5 Pekanbaru? 

d. How large is the significant magnitude of effect using 

cubing questioning strategy on students’ reading 

comprehension at The First Year of State Senior High 

School 5 Pekanbaru? 

C. Objective and Significance of the Research 

1. Objective of the Research 

Objective of this research is to know the students reading 

comprehension thought by using cubing questioning strategy: 

a. To know the student’s reading comprehension in 

narrative text before using cubing questioning strategy 

at The First Year of State Senior High School 5 

Pekanbaru. 

b. To know the students’ reading comprehension in 

narrative text after using cubing questioning strategy at 

The First Year of State Senior High School 5 

Pekanbaru. 

c. To know whether there is or not a significant difference 

of students’ reading comprehension in narrative text 

before using cubing questioning strategy and after using 
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it at The First Year of State Senior High School 5 

Pekanbaru. 

d. To know how large the significant magnitude of effect 

using cubing questioning strategy on students’ reading 

comprehension at The First Year of State Senior High 

School 5 Pekanbaru. 

2. Significance of the Research 

Related to the objective of the research, the significance of the 

research is as follows: 

a. These research findings are to give the positive contribution 

to the process of teaching and learning English, especially 

in term of the effect of using cubing questioning strategy on 

reading comprehension. 

b. These research findings are valuable for students and the 

teachers of English of the one year students at State Senior 

High School 5 Pekanbaru to be consideration in their 

teaching and learning process in the future. 

c. It can be able to give benefit for the researcher as a novice 

researcher, especially in learning how to conduct a 

research. 

d. Finally, this research finding is also expected to be practice 

in order to evolve the theories and for those who are 
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concerned in the world of teaching and learning English as 

a second language. 

D. Definition of the Term 

To avoid misunderstanding and misinterpretation about some terms 

used in this research, the writer defines them as follows: 

1. Effect 

Jack C Richards and Richard Schmidt (2002, p. 190) 

mentioned that effect is a measure of the strength of one variable’s 

effect on another or the relationship between two or more variables. 

Moreover, Matthew (2011) in his blog mentioned that in education 

research, the term “effect” usually refers to an estimate from a model, 

such as a regression. 

However, in this research, the term of effect refers to the result 

of teaching reading treated by Cubing Questioning strategy on 

students’ reading comprehension in narrative text at The First Year of 

State Senior High School 5 Pekanbaru. 

2. Cubing Questioning Strategy 

According to Elizabeth et al. (2009, p. 346) the aim of cubing 

questioning strategy “enables students to recognize the purpose behind 

the texts they read and write”. In relation to the statement above, 

Westerfeld (2005, p. 1) points out that: 

“Cubing is a strategy designed to prepare 

students in reading and writing which 

developed by Cowan and Cowan (1980) … The 

strategy allows you to analyze a topic in depth, 
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from a number of perspectives. The six sides of 

the block actually parallel Bloom’s taxonomy of 

comprehension levels, which is why this strategy 

would work as a before, during, or after reading 

activity. The cube can be imaginary or constructed 

from various materials” (p. 1) 

 

In reading narrative text, cubing can be used to improve 

students' comprehension about a topic and a character in variety of 

view based on the students thinking by used questioning. 

3. Reading Comprehension 

Pang et al. (2003, p. 14) mentioned that reading comprehension 

as “an active process in the construction of meaning”. It involves 

drawing inferences from the words and expression that a writer uses to 

communicate information, ideas, and viewpoints. According to Dorn, 

(2005, p. 6), “Reading comprehension is a complex process regulated 

by cognitive, emotional, perceptual and social experiences”. 

In this research, reading comprehension is an active process 

that students can struggle to comprehend the information of the text by 

using prior knowledge, vocabulary, experience, and strategy in reading 

process. 

4. Narrative Text 

Narrative tells a story which recounts events as they happened 

in order to make a point and usually written in the first person. It can 

be fun to read. All narratives have certain elements in common. They 

unfold over time; have characters; and center on events more than 

ideas (Syafi’i S, Ansyari, & Jonri, 2014, p. 51). 
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While a reader reads some sort of emotion in narrative text, it 

may come to mind and heart of the reader. Because we read not only to 

learn or fun, but also to discover the author’s feel for the story. The 

statements emphasize that narrative text is a text that orderly accounts 

of events to amuse the reader by display some emotion of the 

characters. 

The structure of narrative is often called “a story grammar” 

(Janette et al., 2007, p. 77). She also shows that a story grammar refers 

to the characters, setting, plot, resolution of the problem, and moral 

value of the text. 

E. Reason for Choosing the Title 

There are some reasons why the writer thinks it is necessary to 

conduct this research, as follows: 

1. The topic of this research was relevant with the researcher’s 

status as a student of English Education Department. 

2. The problems of this research had never been investigated 

yet by other previous researchers. 

3. The researcher wanted to analyze how far students’ reading 

comprehension on narrative text by using cubing 

questioning strategy. 


