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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background of the Problem 

Writing is one of the skills from four skills. It is a way for everyone to 

express ideas with a written language. Writing can be as a tool to connect 

interconnected with each other. Olshtain states that writing is an act of 

communication which takes place between the writer and readers via a writing 

(in Celce and Murcia 2001 p. 207).  It is suitable to inform that a writing can be 

a way for everyone to convey their ideas to others.  Lane stated the process of 

writing in other format (Lane and Ellen, 1993) The writing process has seven 

steps.  They are choosing a writing topic, gathering information, prewriting, 

writing the draft, sharing the draft, revising the writing, and proofreading the 

final draft. The distance between a writer and readers can be connected through 

a writing.  So that, a writing is an important skill that human should understand 

and master. 

According to Saddler (2004), to understand the writing is not too easy. 

Because it takes study and practice to develop this skill (in Westwood 2008 p. 

57). We should master about grammar and vocabulary to support our writing. it 

is also informed by Payne and Weber, they said that The significance of word 

classes (or "parts of discourse") has from time to time been addressed in dialogs 

of what ought to be incorporated into a syntactic depiction of a dialect (Weber, 
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2006 p.133). So writing is a productive language skill. Based on the words 

stated by saddler, it is a rigid statement to inform that writing is not too easy. 

To understand and to master the writing need a hard work for think something 

that can be written become a writing. In the context of writing, there are many 

interrelated components that should be understood by students as writers 

because writing is a complex act. Sturm and Koppenhaver (2000) also inform 

that composing for writing involves a complex thinking that must integrate 

multiple components including the topic or theme (in Westwood 2008 p. 56), 

choice of words, organization, purpose, audience, clarity, sequence, cohesion 

and transcription.  

Descriptive paragraph is one of the various paragraphs in writing. 

according to Nazario, graphic section or paper is firmly identified with the 

prevailing impression you would like to pass on of the individual, spot, thing, 

or occasion you are depicting(Lewis William f. Nazario A., Luiz, 2010 p. 35). 

Hutchinson also said that, things are words that name persons, spots, things, or 

occasions. Great scholars pick things that are particular instead of general 

(Hutchinson, 2005). In descriptive paragraphs, we should use word classes for 

making good sentence become good paragraphs.  Word classes same as part of 

speech in English are listed below: verb, noun, adjective, adverb. Simon and 

Masini inform that Among these, a standout amongst the most unmistakable is 

the issue of word classes (likewise called 'parts of discourse', 'lexical 
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classifications' or 'syntactic classes'),(Raffaele simone and francesca masini, 

2014). 

SMPN 4 Tambang is one of educational institutions in Kampar regency 

using School Based Curriculum (KTSP) in the process of teaching and learning 

English. English is one of the subjects that is important because English is 

included in national final examination. Of course the students should master to 

use English especially in writing. Based on School based curriculum, the 

standard competence of writing English refers to the ability to express their 

ideas in paragraphs which use various written language like: fluently and 

accurately (Depdiknas, 2006). In writing consists of several modes paragraphs, 

and the one of them is descriptive paragraphs. 

Based on preliminary study in the school, the teacher said about some 

phenomena happened in the class that make students got low score especially 

in writing. The students were not able to write a paragraph correctly. Many 

students did not master grammatical rules in English, so they wrote sentences 

in ungrammatical rules. For example, when the teacher asked students to write 

descriptive paragraphs, they used past tense and simple present tense in their 

sentences. Besides, many students wrote verbal sentence by using TOBE such 

“I am go to school with my mother”.  Furthermore, when the students wrote 

nominal sentence they did not use appropriate TOBE in their sentences such 

“my mother are a beautiful and kind woman. 
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Furthermore, some students were not able to express their ideas. It was 

caused by lack of ideas for developing in a paragraph, so they were difficult to 

express their ideas in written language. The students would spend many time to 

develop their ideas in a paragraph. Besides, their writing was not coherent each 

other. So their writing was difficult to be understood by the readers. In other 

words, the students’ writing were not clear. 

In the reality, the old (traditional) strategies and methods are still used 

in the activities of teaching and learning English at SMPN4 Tambang.  

Therefore, students cannot produce or express words become a good sentence 

in their writing.  Ideally, the students have many ideas that they can write in 

their writings, but the lack of vocabularies and grammar make them difficult to 

express their ideas, besides, other linguistic aspect limits them to write what 

they want to state in their writing.  Therefore, they cannot write as they want 

because the lack of word class ignorance.  Thus, there are so many students 

having problems in writing. Based on the writer’s preliminary study and 

observation, the problems can be seen in the following phenomena:  

1. Most of students were not able to write English grammatically; 

2. Most of students were not able to derive vocabulary correctly; 

3. Most of students were not able to use part of speech of English 

correctly in their writing; 
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4. Most of students were not able to use both predicated verb and non 

predicate verb in their writing 

Base on the phenomena above, it is clear that most of the students have 

problems in the process of writing, especially in writing descriptive paragraphs.  

The students always find many problems such as ignorance of vocabulary, the 

difficulties in using word classes (part of speech), using grammar, and other 

linguistic conventions. that is concerning with process of writing. Based on the 

problems above, the writer is interested in conducting a research in other to 

know whether the students word class mastery is related to their own skills in 

writing descriptive paragraphs. So, the research that will be conducted is 

entitled “THE CORRELATION BETWEEN THE STUDENTS’ WORD 

CLASS COMPREHENSION AND THEIR WRITING DESCRIPTIVE 

PARAGRAPHS ABILITY AT THE SECOND YEAR STUDENTS SMPN4 

TAMBANG.” 

B. Definition of the Term 

There are some terms involved in this research, thus to avoid 

misunderstanding and misinterpreting toward the terms used in this research, 

the following terms are defined as follows: 
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Correlation 

 According to Lodico et.al he stated that correlational research is to 

quantify two or more variables and analyze whether there are connections 

among the variables (Lodico et.al 2006. P.214).  However in this research, 

correlation refers to relationship things (materials), they are between word class 

comprehension and writing descriptive paragraph ablity. 

Word Class 

According to Richards et.al said that the most common word classes are 

the parts of speech: Noun, Verb, Adjective and Adverb (Richards et.al 1992 p. 

407).  However in this research, Word class is the kind of words that are students 

should understand about it. 

Writing descriptive paragraphs 

Description is a kind of writing that describe the way something looks. 

It deals with perception-most commonly visual perceptions (Kane, 2000, p. 7). 

However in this research, there are two generic structure of descriptive 

paragraphs, they are : identification and description.  
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C. Problem 

Based on the background of the problems and phenomena above, it is 

clear that most of students encounter a lot of problems in descriptive 

paragraphs.   

1. Identification of the problem  

Based on problems stated above, the writer tries to identify some 

interrelated problems as bellow: 

a. How was students word classes comprehension at the second year 

students of SMP N4 Tambang? 

b. How was students’ writing sentences at the second year students of 

SMP N4 Tambang? 

c. How was students’ writing sentences become good paragraphs at 

the second year students of SMP N4 Tambang? 

d. How was students’ writing descriptive paragraphs ability at the 

second year students of SMP N4 Tambang? 

e. Was there any significant correlation between word classes mastery 

and writing descriptive paragraphs at the second year students of 

SMP N4 Tambang? 

f. What factors make word classes mastery of students good/bad? 
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g. What factors make writing descriptive paragraphs of students 

good/bad? 

2. Limitation of the problem 

Based on the identification of the problems, there were many 

problems in this research.  But, in this research paper, the writer focuses on 

“the correlation between word classes comprehension and writing 

descriptive paragraphs ability at the second years junior high school”. 

3. Formulation of the Problem 

Based on the limitation of the problems stated above, thus, the 

problems of this research can be stated in the following research questions: 

A. How was students word classes comprehension at the second years 

students of SMP N4 Tambang? 

B. How was students writing descriptive paragraphs ability at the 

second year students of SMP N4 Tambang? 

C. Was there any significant correlation between word classes 

comprehension and writing descriptive paragraphs ability at the 

second year students of SMP N4 Tambang? 
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C. Reason for Choosing the Title 

There were some reasons why the writer was interested in carrying out 

this research based on the following reasons: 

1. The title of this research was relevant with the writer’s status as a 

student of English education department. 

2. The title of this research was not yet investigated by other previous 

writers. 

3. The location of this research facilitates the writer in conducting this 

research. 

D. Objective and Significance of the Research 

1. Objective of the Research 

 The objective of this research was  

a. To know the students’ comprehension about word classes. 

b. To know the students’ writing descriptive ability. 

c. To know the relationship on word class comprehension and 

students’ writing descriptive paragraphs.  
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2. Significance of the Research 

a. Hopefully this research was able to benefit the writer as a novice 

writer, especially in learning how to conduct a research.  

b. The research findings were also hopefully useful and valuable, 

especially for students and teachers of English of the second year 

students at SMPN 4 Tambang to be consideration in their teaching 

and learning process in the future. 

c. Besides, these research findings were also expected to be positive 

and valuable information, especially for those who were concerned 

in the world of teaching and learning English as a foreign language 

or second language and for those who were concerned in the world 

of teaching and learning. 

d. Finally, these research questions were expected to be practical and 

theoretical information to the development of theories on language 

teaching. 

 

 

 

 

 


