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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Problem 

Reading is one skill that is very important in learning English besides 

other skills like writing, speaking and listening. Caroline T. Linse(2005, p.69) 

stated that reading is a set of skills that involves making sense and deriving 

meaning from the printed word. Basically, the purpose of reading process is 

acquiring information, knowledge, insight, and also for pleasure of interest that is 

gotten from reading materials. Reading is not easy to do because in reading 

process the reader not only reads the words, sentences, paragraphs, and texts but 

also should understand the contents of reading. 

By reading so much, the reader can develop their ideas to write, has insight 

to communicate with others, and has background knowledge about topic of 

listening. As most people know, reading comprehension refers to the reading 

skills that a reader brings to the text. It is a basic skill for college students 

including foreign language learners. Reading comprehension generates 

learning power that helps students know themselves and others better as well. 

Besides, in order to achieve the students’ ability in comprehending reading 

text, such as recount, narrative, descriptive, and procedure text, the students 

must be able to read meaningfully. In this research, the researcher focuses on 

narrative text. 
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According to Johnson (2008, p.3), reading is the practice of using text to 

create meaning. Therefore, through reading activity, readers can get knowledge, 

and information. Besides, the readers especially students can also improve their 

abilities in understanding a reading text effectively and efficiently. It is also 

supported by Serravallo (2010, p.43), reading is thinking, understanding, and 

getting the meaning behind a text.  

Based on the statements above, it is clear that reading comprehension is 

important skill which students must master it. It means that if students are not able 

to master the aspects which are needed in reading comprehension skill as 

demanded by the curriculum, so the learning of reading comprehension cannot run 

well and effectively. 

In order to accomplish the students’ need in reading, based on the 

curriculum (K-13), reading must be provided as one of the four skills in mastering 

English that should be taught and learned by the students. The Islamic Senior 

High SchoolDarelHikmah is one of the educational institutions in Pekanbaru City 

that uses the School-Based 2013 (K-13) in the process of teaching and learning 

english. Reading skill is one of the english language skills which is also taught by 

the teacher in this school. 

Based on the syllabus of the first year students, there are two competencies 

that must be achieved by the students: those are standard competence and basic 

competence. In standard competence, the goal is understanding the meaning of 

simple short essay formed recount, narrative, and procedure text in daily life 

context and to access the knowledge. Thus, the basic competence for the first year 
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students shows that students are able to respond the meaning of simple short 

functional written text accurately, fluently and acceptably with regard to the 

surrounding environment (Syllabus of Islamic Senior High 

SchoolDarelHikmahPekanbaru). 

Furthermore, the minimum students’ passing grade (KKM) of the English 

subject atIslamic Senior High SchoolDarelHikmahPekanbaru is 80. It is applied 

for all skills, such as listening, speaking, writing, and reading. The common 

assessment for measuring the students’ reading comprehension is giving the tasks, 

such as multiple choice questions, essay form and fill in the blanks. 

Based on the researchers’ preliminary study on october, 19
th

 2016 by 

observing and interviewing (teacher and students), the teachers taught students by 

explaining the materials, asking the students to read and then answer some 

questions that are related to the textbook. However, this way of teaching resulted 

that the students of the Islamic Senior High SchoolDarelHikmahPekanbaruhave 

poor understanding to identify the generic structure, purpose of narrative text, 

vocabulary, references, and specific information. It can be seen from the 

symptoms as follows: 

1. Some of the students have difficulties in identifying the generic structures 

of narrative text 

2. Some of the students have difficulties in identifying the purpose of 

narrative text 

3. Some of the students are lack of vocabularies which cause them get 

difficulties in comprehending the narrative text 
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4. Some of the students have difficulties in identifying the references of word 

in narrative text 

5. Some of the student have difficulties in identifying the specific 

information of narrative text 

Based on the symptoms above, the researcher applies a good strategy as an 

alternative solution for teaching reading, especially for reading comprehension. 

The researcher tries to find out whether the alternative strategy can promote 

students’ reading comprehension ofIslamic Senior High 

SchoolDarelHikmahPekanbaru. By the strategy, the student will be interested to 

learn English, especially for reading skill. Rebecca (1990, p.1) states that the 

strategy is very important in teaching and learning process because it is a tool for 

active, self-directed involvement, which is essential for developing 

communicative competence.  

According to McKnight (2010, p.1), for today’s classroom, nothing is 

more essential to successful teaching and learning than strategy-based instruction. 

It is through the use of specific teaching strategies and learning tools that students 

can be more successful learners. It means that the teacher should provide 

appropriate strategies and learning tools in teaching reading comprehension in 

order to get their success in their teaching. It will help the student to learn 

independently and aware that they need to improve their knowledge to prepare 

their future. 

The strategy that can be used to improve students’ reading comprehension 

isSQ4R(Survey, Question, Read, Recite, Review, Reflect)Strategy.SQ4R (Survey, 
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Question, Read, Recite, Review, Reflect) is a useful strategy for ELLs because it 

is a strategy of language learning that is simple and fun discussion. According to 

Glass, C&Zygouris-Coe, V (2005) stated that, one such strategy that has proven 

effective as a study and reading strategy isSQ4R(Survey, Question, Read, Recite, 

Review, Reflect). Richardson and Morgan (1997) stated that, SQ4R provides a 

systematic way of comprehending and studying text. 

Referring to the background of the problems described above, there are 

some indications that the students still have weaknesses in reading comprehension 

that should be improved in order to achieve the goals of learning based on the 

curriculum. Therefore, in order to solve the problems faced by the students above, 

the writer would like to apply a strategy in order to help student in learning 

English. the researcher is interested in conducting a research entitled: “THE 

EFFECT OF USINGSQ4R (SURVEY, QUESTION, READ, RECITE, 

REVIEW, REFLECT) STRATEGY ON STUDENTS’ READING 

COMPREHENSION ATISLAMIC SENIOR HIGH SCHOOLDAREL 

HIKMAH PEKANBARU”. 

 

B. The Problem of the Research 

1. Identification of the problem 

Based on the background of the problems above and supported by 

symptoms, it is clear that there are many problems faced by the students in 

reading comprehension. Thus, the researcher identifies the problems as 

follows: 
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a.  Why do some of the students have difficulties in identifying the generic 

structure of narrative text?  

b.  Why do some of the students have difficulties in identifying the purpose 

of narrative text? 

c.  Why do some of the students have lack of vocabularies which cause 

them get difficulties in comprehending narrative text? 

d.  Why do some of the students have difficulties in identifying the 

references of word in narrative text? 

e.  Why do some of the students have difficulties in identifying the specific 

information of narrative text? 

2. Limitation of the Problem 

Based on the identification of the problems stated above, the researcher 

limits the problems to the students’ reading comprehension of narrative text 

referring to identify the generic structure, the purpose, vocabulary, references 

of word, and specific information of narrative text. And focus on students’ 

reading comprehension and usingSQ4R(Survey, Question, Read, Recite, 

Review, Reflect)strategy to solve students’ problem in reading comprehension 

on narrative text at Islamic Senior High SchoolDarelHikmahPekanbaru. 

3. Formulation of the problem 

Based on limitation of the problems, the researcher formulates the 

problems ofthe study as follows: 

1. How is students’ reading comprehension on narrative text taught by 

usingSQ4R(Survey, Question, Read, Recite, Review, Reflect) strategy? 



7 

 

2. How is students’ reading comprehension on narrative text taught without 

usingSQ4R(Survey, Question, Read, Recite, Review, Reflect) strategy? 

3. Is there any significant difference of the students’ reading 

comprehension on narrative textbetween those who are taught by using 

SQ4R (Survey, Question, Read, Recite, Review, Reflect) strategy and 

those who are taught without using SQ4R(Survey, Question, Read, 

Recite, Review, Reflect) strategy? 

4. How large is the magnitude significant of the strangetend effect of 

students’ reading comprehension on narrative text taugh by using 

SQ4R(Survey, Question, Read, Recite, Review, Reflect) strategy? 

 

C. The Objectives and the Significance of the Research 

1. Objectives of the Research 

a. To know how students’ reading comprehension of narrative text is being 

taught by usingSQ4R(Survey, Question, Read, Recite, Review, Reflect) 

strategy 

b. To know how students’ reading comprehension of narrative text is being 

taught without usingSQ4R(Survey, Question, Read, Recite, Review, 

Reflect) strategy 

c. To know whether there is any significant difference of the students’ 

reading comprehension on narrative text between those who are taught by 

using SQ4R (Survey, Question, Read, Recite, Review, Reflect) 
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strategyand those who are taught without using SQ4R (Survey, Question, 

Read, Recite, Review, Reflect) strategy 

2. Significance of the Research 

Related to the objectives of the research above, the significance of the 

research is as follows:  

1.  To give information to the teachers and the institutions about the effect 

of usingSQ4R(Survey, Question, Read, Recite, Review, 

Reflect)strategy on students’ reading comprehension of narrative text 

2.  To give some contribution to the students in order to improve their 

comprehension in reading narrative text 

3.  To enhance the writer’s knowledge about teaching reading by 

usingSQ4R(Survey, Question, Read, Recite, Review, Reflect) strategy 

on students’ reading comprehension of narrative text 

 

D. The Reasons of Choosing the Title 

There are some reasons why the researcher chooses the title as follows: 

1. The researcher wants to find out whether or most significant difference of 

using and without usingSQ4R(Survey, Question, Read, Recite, Review, 

Reflect)strategy on students’ reading comprehension of narrative text at 

theIslamic Senior High SchoolDarelHikmahPekanbaru 

2. This research is relevant to his status as an english student of English 

Education Department of State Islamic University Sultan SyarifKasim Riau 
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3. As far as the researcher is concerned, this research title has never been 

investigated by any researchers 

 

E. Definition of the Terms 

The topic of this research is the effect of usingSQ4R(Survey, Question, 

Read, Recite, Review, Reflect)strategy on students’ reading comprehension 

atIslamic Senior High SchoolDarelHikmahPekanbaru. To avoid 

misunderstanding and misinterpretation, it is necessary to define some terms used 

in this research as follows: 

1. Effect 

Richards (2010, p.190) says “Effect is a measure of the strength of one 

variable effect on another or the relationship between two or more 

variables. In this research, effect is defined as the result of teaching 

reading comprehension in narrative text treated with SQ4R(Survey, 

Question, Read, Recite, Review, Reflect)strategy. 

2. SQ4R Strategy 

SQ4R is the way of learning as reader to read. According to Glass, 

C&Zygouris-Coe, V (2005)one such strategy that has proven effective as a 

study and reading strategy is SQ4R. Richardson and Morgan (1997) stated 

that SQ4R provides a systematic way of comprehending and studying 

text.It is the abbreviation of Survey, Question, Read, Recite, Review, 

Reflect. In this study SQ4R is a strategy that will be used to teach reading 

comprehension in narrative text.  
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3. Reading Comprehension 

According to Vaughn and Thomson (2004,p.98), reading comprehension 

is the process of constructing meaning from a text that is defined as the 

level of understanding of a written text.Besides, according to Caterine 

Snow stated that Reading comprehension is that the process of 

simultaneously extracting and constructing meaning through interaction 

and involvement with written language.Comprehension involve 

constructing meaning that is reasonable and accurate by connecting what 

has been read to what the reader already knows and thinking about all of 

this information until it is understand. So, reading comprehension is the 

process of constructing the meaning through interaction between the 

reader and the author. Reading comprehension in this research is students’ 

understanding in reading narrative text. 


