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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

A. Background of the Problem 

Reading is one of the English skills that must be mastered by students 

to complete learning process. It is very important for every student in every 

grade. Reading in English is not an easy work, because of that the researcher 

should be able to give clear description to the readers, so that the reader can 

understand the massage of his reading. 

Reading is an important skill in many different settings especially in 

educational setting (Grabe: 2009: 5). Nowadays, Students encounter the great 

demands of reading activity since the knowledge is in the written form. The 

students should have a good reading ability to discover the content of the text. 

In addition, reading is one of the ways that is used by students to get 

knowledge and information. So, it is one of the skills which must be mastered 

by all students as language learners even though it cannot be separated with 

the other skills; listening, speaking, and writing. Reading cannot be produced 

without mastering grammar and vocabulary. Based on the ideas above, 

Harmer (2001: 68) states that reading text also provides opportunities to study 

language: vocabulary, grammar, punctuation, and the way to construct 

sentences, paragraphs, and text. By reading the text, the reader will get much 

knowledge, broaden minds, and refresh thought. 
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In finding out the information of reading text, the reader should have a 

good comprehension. Klingner, et al. (2007, 8) define reading comprehension 

as a complex process involving interaction of many components. Those 

components are readers, their background knowledge, their reading strategy, 

the text, their interest in the topic, and their knowledge of text types. Those 

components interact with one another in comprehending a printed text. When 

interference appears in those interactions, the readers find difficulties in their 

reading comprehension.  

Because reading is important to be learnt and taught to the students, 

School-Based Curriculum provides reading as one of the skiils that must be 

taught and learnt in senior high school. Islamic Senior High School                                                               

Dar-El Hikmah Pekanbaru is one of the schools that uses School-Based 

Curriculum as its guidance in teaching and learning process. In Islamic Senior 

High School Dar-El Hikmah Pekanbaru, reading has been taught since the first 

year of English period. Hence, English is taught twice a week with time 

duration 45 minutes for an hour. According to syllabus at the eleventh grade, 

the based competence of reading English refers to capability of students in 

comprehending and responding the meaning and rhetorical step accurately, 

fluently and acceptably in a very simple essay related to the immediate 

environment in the form of report, narrative, and analytical exposition text. In 

this research, it focuses on the analytical exposition text. The passing score of 

English (KKM) in Islamic Senior High School Dar-El Hikmah Pekanbaru is 

75. 
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Based on the preliminary study of the researcher at Islamic Senior 

High School Dar-el Hikmah Pekanbaru, by interviewing one of the English 

teachers of the eleventh grade of Islamic Senior High School Dar-el Hikmah 

Pekanbaru on 16
th

 Mei 2015, the researcher found the problems of students to 

comprehend analytical exposition text. Ideally, the students who have been 

taught by the teacher are able to comprehend the text. But, what is expected 

from the teaching is contrary to the reality. The researcher concludes that the 

problems of the students can be described as follows: 

1. Some of the students got difficulties to comprehend the text. 

2. Some of the students got difficulties to analyze the writer ideas, 

argument, or issues. 

3. Some of the students still got difficulties to develop their ideas, 

argument, and issues. 

4. Some of the students had difficulties to give their opinion in 

reading. 

5. Some of the students had difficulties to explain the text in reading 

correctly. 

Based on the symptoms above, the researcher assumes that the 

technique or strategy DRA (Direct Reading Activities) that is used by the 

teacher couldn’t help the students to solve those problems. Therefore, to teach 

the students needed appropriate technique and strategy so that students’ 

reading ability can be improved. English teacher has to work hard to solve the 

problems. The teacher should create the interesting teaching technique and 
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strategy to improve the quality of students, and develop the learners’ 

competence in English. Actually, there are many techniques can be applied by 

the teacher for reading comprehension, but the researcher would like to 

propose Annotation Strategy to build and to improve students’ reading 

comprehension.  

Annotation is an interactive strategy which helps readers to 

comprehend the text. It can be used to improve comprehension and encourage 

active reading. Likewise, O’donell (2004) states that annotating is writing-to-

learn strategy for use while reading or rereading. It helps readers reach a 

deeper level of engagement and promote active reading. Annotation can be a 

particularly useful strategy to use in science classes to encourage students to 

focus their attention on science content because it helps students visualize as 

they read so that it is easier for students to understand the content and become 

involved and engaged with the text. 

Based on the background above, the researcher was interested in 

conducting a research entitled: “The Effect of Using Annotation Strategy on 

Students’ Reading Comprehension of Analytical Exposition Text at 

Islamic Senior High School Dar-el Hikmah Pekanbaru”  

B. Problem 

1. Identification of the Problem 

Based on the background and phenomena above, the researcher 

would like to identify the problem as follows: 

a. Why did the students get difficulties to comprehend the text? 
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b. Why did the students get difficulties to analyze the writers’ 

ideas, arguments, or issues? 

c. Why did the students still get difficulties to develop their ideas 

arguments, and issues? 

d. Why did the students get difficulties to give their opinion in 

reading? 

e. Why did the students get difficulties to explain the text in 

reading correctly? 

2. Limitation of the Problem 

Based on the identification of the problems above, there were 

several problems involving in this research. The researcher wanted to limit 

and focus on solving students’ problem in reading ability in analytical 

exposition text by using annotation strategy.  

3. Formulation of the Problem 

The problems in this research can be formulated into research 

questions below: 

a. How is students’ reading comprehension of analytical 

exposition text taught by using annotation strategy at Islamic 

Senior High School Dar-el Hikmah Pekanbaru? 

b. How is students’ reading comprehension of analytical 

exposition text taught without using annotation strategy at 

Islamic Senior High School Dar-el Hikmah Pekanbaru? 
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c. Is there any significant difference between using and without 

using annotation strategy on students’ reading comprehension 

of analytical exposition text at the eleventh grade of Islamic 

Senior High School Dar-el Hikmah Pekanbaru?  

d. Is there any significant effect of using annotation strategy on 

students’ reading comprehension of analytical exposition text 

at the eleventh grade of Islamic Senior High School Dar-el 

Hikmah Pekanbaru? 

C. Objectives of the Research 

1. To investigate the students’ comprehension in reading analytical 

exposition text taught by using annotation strategy at Islamic Senior High 

School Dar-el Hikmah Pekanbaru. 

2. To investigate the students’ comprehension in reading analytical 

exposition text taught without using annotation strategy at Islamic Senior 

High School Dar-el Hikmah Pekanbaru. 

3. To investigate whether there is or not a significant effect of using 

annotation strategy on students’ reading comprehension of analytical 

exposition text at the eleventh grade of Islamic Senior High School Dar-el 

Hikmah Pekanbaru. 

D. Significance of the Research 

1. This research is useful to the researcher in learning how to conduct the 

research.  
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2. This research finding is also expected to be useful for students and teachers 

at Islamic Senior High School Dar-el Hikmah Pekanbaru. 

3. This research finding is also expected to be informative for those who are 

concerned in the field of language teaching and learning in general. 

4. To be references for other next researchers those have the same problem as 

the researcher. 

E. Definition of the Term 

There are some terms involved in this research. Thus, to avoid 

misunderstanding on each term used in this research, the following terms are 

important to be defined as follows: 

1. Effect 

Effect is a measure of the strength of one variable’s effect on 

another or the relationship between two or more variables (Jack Richard, 

2002:190). 

2. Annotation strategy. 

Annotation is a reading strategy that requires readers to write in the 

margin of the text as they are reading. According to O’Donnell (2004:82), 

annotation is marking the text to identify important information and record 

the readers’ ideas in order to comprehend a difficult text. Beside, Zwica and 

Gomes (2008) stated that Annotation is a structured way to mark up text so 

it is more manageable. Students use annotation to highlight important 

information like main ideas (argument or claim), supporting ideas 



8 
 

 
 

(evidence), key content vocabulary words, definitions, and transitions 

within the text. 

Annotation is a strategy that is used to make students easier to 

comprehend the text and attract them to follow the teaching and learning 

process and they become more active and engaged readers because students 

are focusing closely on the structure and content of the text. 

3. Reading comprehension. 

Tankersley (2003:90) states that reading comprehension is the 

process of simultaneously extracting and constructing meaning through 

interaction and involvement with written language. Comprehension has the 

same meaning as understanding. In this case, comprehension deals with 

reading. Reading comprehension means a process or product of 

understanding the text in order to get information and the meaning of the 

text. Here the researcher narrows the definition of the reading 

comprehension that is the students’ ability to understand the written text in 

reading. 

4. Analytical exposition text  

Analytical exposition text is one of the expository texts. According 

to Sudarwati and Grace (2007: 109), Analytical exposition is a type of text 

that belongs of the type of argumentation text where the text contains 

detailed author’s thinking about a phenomenon that is around. An 

Analytical exposition text is also a type of text that is intended to persuade 

the readers that something in the case. This type of the text is popular 
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among science, academic community and educated people. It means that 

analytical exposition is one of the texts that have some arguments in it in 

order to explain, define, compare, or even illustrate. 

F. Reason for Choosing the Title 

These are several reasons why the title is about Annotation Strategy 

and Reading Comprehension as follow: 

1. The title of this research is relevant to the researcher status as a student 

of English education department. 

2. The problems of this research are not investigated yet by other 

previous researchers. 

3. The location of the research facilitates the researcher in conducting the 

research. 

 

 


