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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

1.1 Background of the Study  

Learning English is very important because English is an international 

language which is used by people in the world in order to communicate. In 

learning English, there are four main skills that should be mastered by the 

learners; speaking, writing, listening and reading.  To master those four English 

skills, students have to master the elements of English language such as; 

vocabulary, structure, syntax, etc.    

Vocabulary is one of the elements of English language that is very 

important in learning English. According to Nunan (1991:118), vocabulary is an 

important element in the acquisition of a second language.  Huyen (2003) asserted 

that in learning a foreign language, vocabulary plays an important role. It is one 

element that links the four skills of speaking, listening, reading and writing all 

together. In order to communicate well in a foreign language, students should 

acquire an adequate number of words and should know how to use them 

accurately. In other words, if students have lack of their vocabulary knowledge, 

they will not be able communicate and comprehend English texts well. 

 According to Ur (2009), there are five components that have a great effect 

on vocabulary knowledge, namely: (1) students’ ability to use word 

grammatically, (2) students’ ability to identify aspects of meaning, (3) students’ 

ability to identify synonym of word, (4) students’ ability to identify antonym of 

word, (5) students’ ability to identify word formation. In short, if the students are 
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able to comprehend all the components they will be easy to improve their 

vocabulary knowledge.  

Vocabulary has important role in Curriculum. Clouston (1996: 26) 

mentioned that vocabulary is the center of the ESL/EFL curriculum. This 

statement is supported by Ur, et al. (2014:3) that teaching vocabulary is a section 

in the curriculum, the reasons are; (1) Teachers and textbook writers have been 

saying for years that we need vocabulary and grammar lists to help achieve the 

benchmarks, (2) Vocabulary is the most important component of language 

knowledge, it is one of the best predictors of language performance, (3) Many 

students get to twelfth grade with a relatively small vocabulary, which prevents 

them from achieving their potential.   

Islamic Junior High School Al-Hidayah Kampar is one of the schools in 

Kampar that uses the School-Based Curriculum (KTSP) as guidance teaching and 

learning process. In this school, English has been taught since the first year of 

English teaching period. Based on KTSP for Junior High School (2006: 124), one 

of the goals of teaching English is students are able to communicate in oral and 

written form. In order to achieve the goal of teaching English, the students should 

have vocabulary knowledge. It is impossible for the students to communicate 

without having vocabulary knowledge.  

Based on the preliminary research at Islamic Junior High School Al-

Hidayah Kampar, the English teacher, Mrs. Elisna said that the students still had 

many problems in English subject. It can be seen from students’ score which was 

most of the students couldn’t reach the passing grade (75) and also can be seen in 
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teaching and learning process. The teacher asked students to read a text and asked 

them to find the information from the text, but the students were still difficult in 

finding out the information. They used dictionary as the best way to solve their 

low of vocabulary knowledge. Students also got difficulties when they write 

because they still had lack of vocabularies. In order to improve students’ 

vocabulary knowledge, the teacher also supported by providing some programs 

such as English club, and English day on Saturday. But in fact, some of the 

students still faced some problems and difficulties in learning English, particularly 

in vocabulary knowledge. There were some phenomena faced by students, they 

were as follows: 

1. Some of students got difficulties in pronouncing the word. 

2. Some of students got difficulties in memorizing the word.  

3. Some of students got difficulties in using grammar. 

4. Some of students got difficulties in identifying the aspects of meaning. 

5. Some of students got difficulties in identifying the meaning 

relationship. 

6. Some of students got difficulties in identifying word formation. 

The phenomena above were still far from curriculum expectation. In order to 

achieve what the curriculum expected, the problems of students’ vocabulary 

knowledge should be solved soon. In this case, teacher needed an appropriate 

strategy to improve students’ vocabulary knowledge. There are so many 

appropriate strategies that improve students’ vocabulary knowledge such as; Word 

Wall, LGL (list-group-label), Focused Cloze, Word Sort, Dictogloss, etc. 
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In this research the writer purposes to use Dictogloss Strategy in teaching 

vocabulary that can improve students’ vocabulary knowledge. Allen (2007:35) 

defined that Dictogloss is the instructional strategy that involves repeated 

dictations of short, dense text so students can recognize and record familiar words. 

Each student then pools his or her words with those of other learners in order to 

reconstruct the text.  

Dictogloss strategy was applied by Yunita (2015) in her research. The 

result of her research showed that Dictogloss strategy gave significant effect to 

students’ speaking ability at State Junior High School Tri Bhakti Pekanbaru. 

Pratama (2011) also implemented Dictogloss strategy.  The result of her research 

showed that Dictogloss strategy gave significant effect to students’ writing ability 

at State Senior High School 4 Pekanbaru. From those researches, Dictogloss 

strategy is one of the strategies that is able to solve students’ problems in learning 

English. Therefore, the researcher believes Dictogloss strategy is an appropriate 

strategy in teaching vocabulary that is able to improve students’ vocabulary 

knowledge. 

All of the explanation above created inspiration to the researcher to make 

an experimental research entitled: “The Effect of Using Dictoglos Strategy to 

Improve Students’ Knowledge of Vocabulary at Islamic Junior High School 

Al-hidayah Kampar”. 
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1.2 The Problem 

1.2.1 Identification of the Problem 

Based on the background of the study described above, the 

problems of the study can be identified in following questions:  

1.2.1.1 Why do the students have difficulties in pronouncing the 

word? 

1.2.1.2 Why do the students have difficulties in memorizing the 

word? 

1.2.1.3 Why do the students have difficulties in using grammar? 

1.2.1.4 Why do the students have difficulties in identifying aspects 

of meaning? 

1.2.1.5 Why do the students have difficulties in identifying meaning 

relationship? 

1.2.1.6 Why do the students have difficulties in identifying word 

formation? 

 

1.2.2 Limitation of the Problem 

In English communication, students’ knowledge of vocabulary can 

be seen from oral and written form. Hiebert and Kamil  (2005) defined that 

vocabulary is the knowledge of meanings of words. What complicates this 

definition is the fact that words come in oral and written form. Thus, the 

researcher limited the problem only on written form (grammar, aspect of 

meaning, meaning relationship and word formation) by using Dictogloss 
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strategy to improve students’ vocabulary knowledge. The reasons of 

limitation the problem are save the time, funds and the resources.  

1.2.3 Formulation of the Problem 

The problems are formulated in the following research questions as 

follows: 

1.2.3.1 Is there any significant effect of using Dictogloss strategy 

on students’ knowledge of vocabulary at Islamic Junior 

High School Al-hidayah Kampar? 

1.2.3.2  On which component of vocabulary knowledge does the 

use of Dictogloss strategy has the biggest effect on 

students’ knowledge of vocabulary? 

 

1.3 Objective and Significance of the Research 

1.3.1 Objective of the Research 

1.3.1.1 To find out the significant effect of using Dictogloss 

strategy on students’ knowledge of vocabulary at Islamic 

Junior High School Al-hidayah Kampar. 

1.2.1.1 To find out on which component of vocabulary knowledge 

the use of Dictogloss strategy has the biggest effect on 

students’ knowledge of vocabulary. 
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1.3.2 Significance of the Research 

 The finding of this research is hopefully expected to give valuable 

contribution as follows:  

1.3.2.1 To fulfill one of the requirements of S1 degree of English 

Education Department, Faculty of Education and Teacher 

Training of State Islamic University of Sultan Syarif Kasim 

Riau. 

1.3.2.2 It is expected to give the positive contribution to teachers 

related to the process of teaching and learning English, 

especially in term of knowledge of vocabulary by using 

Dictogloss strategy. 

1.3.2.3 As a reference for the other researchers to expand further 

research about improving students’ knowledge of vocabulary. 

 

1.4 Reason for Choosing the Title 

The reasons why the researcher is carrying out this research on topic “The 

Effect of Using Dictogloss Strategy to Improve Students’ Knowledge of 

Vocabulary” are based on several considerations: 

1.4.1 To know how far Dictogloss strategy can improve students’ 

knowledge of vocabulary. 

1.4.2 This research is very important to be discussed and it will be valuable 

contributions for the researcher particularly and for the English 
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teachers generally to be recognized and applied to the students in 

teaching vocabulary. 

1.4.3 The topic is relevant to the researcher as one of the students of the 

English Education Department. 

1.4.4 As far as the researcher knows, this topic has never been researched 

yet. 

 

1.5 Definition of Key Terms 

1.5.1 Effect 

     Richards (2002:175) stated that effect is used to measure the strength 

of one variable’s effect on another or the relationship between two or more 

variables. In this research, the “effect” means to measure how far Dictogloss 

strategy can improve students’ knowledge of vocabulary at Islamic Junior 

High School Al-Hidayah Kampar. 

 

1.5.2 Dictogloss Strategy 

According to Allen (2007:35), Dictogloss is the instructional strategy 

involves repeated dictations of short, dense text so students can recognize 

and record familiar words. Each student then pools his or her words with 

those of other learners in order to reconstruct the text. In this research, 

“Dictogloss strategy” will be used to improve students’ knowledge of 

vocabulary at Islamic Junior High School Al-Hidayah Kampar. 
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1.5.3 Vocabulary Knowledge 

Alqahtani (2015:22) said that vocabulary knowledge is often viewed as 

critical tool for second language learners because a limited vocabulary in a 

second language impedes successful communication. In this case, the 

researcher finds out the students’ knowledge of vocabulary before and after 

using Dictogloss strategy at Islamic Junior High School Al-Hidayah 

Kampar. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


