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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A.  Background of the Problem 

Writing is the communication of content for a purpose to an audience. 

The content is what the writer wants to say, the purpose is why the writer wrote 

it, and the audience is who the writer (Peha,1995, p. 58). Writing is not the 

only reason to include writing as a part of our second-language syllabus. There 

is an additional and very important reason writing helps our students learn. 

According to Raimes Ann (1983, p. 3), Writing reinforces the grammatical 

structures, idioms and vocabulary that we have been teaching our students. 

Writing is not only for communication, but also for learning something 

where the learners focus on. It is relevant to a recent study conducted by 

Weigle (2002, p. 5) that“ writing is seen not just as standardized system of 

communication but also as an essential tool for learning”.Writing is very 

important. Most contexts of life (school, the workplace, and the community) 

call for some level of writing skill, and each context makes overlapping, but 

not identical. In school setting, writing is very urgent because students need to 

accomplish their English lesson assignments in writing format, such as writing 

a paper, as well as writing several text genres, such as narrative, descriptive, 

procedure, report, recount, news item, spoof, argumentative, and persuasive 

texts. 

Furthermore, before writing the texts, the first step the students should 

do is finding a topic. Unfortunately, finding a good topic is not an easy job 
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forwriters. In line with the idea above, Peha (2010,p.5) says that“Finding a 

good topic is one of the hardest parts of learning to write.” Furthermore, 

according to Oshima and Hoque (1991, in M.Syafi’i 2013,p.94), writing is not 

a spontaneous product. It needs adequate preparation which is called as 

prewriting process. Pre-writing is defined as thinking before writing. This is 

very important for students especially to avoid suffering from “Block minded”. 

The condition when ideas will not easily come to writer’s head, and the writer 

sits staring his or he blank paper. Block minded can happen to anyone, even 

proficient writers. 

The problem above is also what most often happens to several of the 

seventh grade students at Junior High School 34 Pekanbaru, which is one of the 

junior high schools on Jl. Marpoyan Damai - Kartama No. 68 Pekanbaru. The 

school uses the School-Based Curriculum which has two basic competences for 

writing skill that should be achieved by the students of the seventh grade at 

junior high school. First, students are able to express meaning and rethorical 

steps in simple essay text accurately, fluently and acceptably in daily life 

context in the forms of narrative, descriptive, and news item. 

After conducting pre-observation of the seventh grade students at Junior 

High School 34 Pekanbaru and interviewing the teacher of English, Mrs. Leni 

Sulastri, the researcher got information that the school has made an effort to 

improve the students’ English competence, the school not only provided 

enough facilities such as language laboratorium and English books in library, 

and also appointed one of the teachers of English, Mr. Zurrahman, to be a chief 



 3 

of language division at Junior High School 34 Pekanbaru. Language division 

itself had function to improve students’ English and Arabic competences by 

conducting several programs such as, English and Arabic week, vocabularies 

memorization, conversation for daily activity, speech coaching, writing 

announcement and etc. However, there were still some students that seem not 

to show up their  English competence. They could speak, but could not write 

well and viceversa. 

Based on preliminary research of the seventh grade at Junior High 

School 34 Pekanbaru, the problems faced by the students are outlined in the 

following symptoms: 

1. Some of the students were not able to elaborate main ideas and supporting 

details in a descriptive text. 

2. Some of the students were lack of English vocabularies. 

3. Some of the students were not able to write a descriptive text by using a 

good organization. 

4. Some of the students were not able to use correct vocabularies in writing a 

text. 

5. Some of the students were not able to avoid mechanical errors in writing a 

text. 

6. Some of the students were not able to identify language features of a 

descriptive text. They were still confused to differentiate which one is 

recount, descriptive, and narrative text. 
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7. Some of the students were not able to write a text grammatically, 

especially in using simple present tense to write a descriptive text. 

8. Some of the students were not able to find ideas in order to start writing a 

text well. 

According to the symptoms above, the researcher assumes that several 

of the seventh grade students at Junior High School 34 Pekanbaru still have 

difficulties in writing descriptive text, especially to start writing it. In order to 

improve students’ ability in developing ideas and in maintaining the correct 

grammar, as well as in maintaining good organization in writing, the students 

need an appropriate technique used as the solution of their problems. 

Therefore, the researcher used Peer Editing Technique. 

According to Millis and Cottel (1998,p.120), a system of peer editing, 

in which students collaborate early in the writing process using writing to 

promote critical thinking helps students examine, evaluate, verify, analyse, 

weigh alternatives and consider consequences as ideas developed. 

Based on the background above, the researcherconducted the research 

entitled: THE EFFECT OF USING PEER EDITING TECHNIQUE ON 

STUDENTS’ WRITING ABILITY ON DESCRIPTIVE TEXT AT 

JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL 34 PEKANBARU. 

 

B. The Problems of the Research 

1. Identification of the Problem 

Based on the background above, the researcher identifies some 

problems of this research as follows : 
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a. Why were some of the students unable to elaborate main ideas and 

supporting details in a descriptive text? 

b. Why were some of the students unable to write a descriptive text by  

using a good organization? 

c. Why were some of the students unable to use correct vocabularies in 

writing a descriptive text? 

d. Why were some of the students unable to avoid mechanical errors in 

writing a text? 

e. Why were some of the students unable to identify language features of a 

descriptive text? 

f. Why were some of the students unable to write a text grammatically 

especially in using simple present tense to write a descriptive text? 

g. Why were some of the students unable to find ideas in order to start 

writing a text well? 

2. Limitation of the Problem 

Based on the identifications above, it is clear that there are some 

problems involved in. So, the writer limits and focuses her research on 

students’ writing ability on descriptive texts in identifying main idea, 

determining the generic structure, finding specific information, and 

determining of descriptive text by using Peer Editing technique. 

3. Formulation of the Problem 

Based on the limitation of the problem above, the researcher 

formulates the problemsas follows: 
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a. How is the students’ writing ability on descriptive text taught by using 

Peer Editing technique at the seventh grade of Junior High School 34 

Pekanbaru? 

b. How is the students’ writing ability on descriptive text taught without 

using Peer Editing technique at the seventh grade of Junior High 

School 34 Pekanbaru? 

c. Is there any significant difference between the students’ ability in 

writing descriptive texttaught by using and without using Peer Editing 

technique at the seventh grade of Junior High School 34 Pekanbaru? 

d. Is there any significant effect of teaching English using Peer Editing 

technique on the seventh grade students’ ability in writing descriptive 

text at Junior High School 34 Pekanbaru? 

 

C. Objective and Significant of the Research 

1. Objective of the Research 

a. To know the students’ writing ability on descriptive text taught by 

using Peer Editing technique at the seventh grade of Junior High 

School 34 Pekanbaru.  

b. To know the students’ writing ability on descriptive text taught without 

using Peer Editing technique at the seventh grade of Junior High 

School 34 Pekanbaru. 

c. To find outwhether there is a significant difference between the 

students’ Writing Ability on descriptive text taught by using and 
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without using peer editing technique at the seventh grade of Junior 

High School 34 Pekanbaru. 

d. To find out whether there is a significant effect of teaching English 

using Peer Editing technique on the seventh grade students’ ability in 

writing descriptive text of Junior High School 34 Pekanbaru. 

2. Significance of the Research 

Related to the objectives of the research above,the significance of the 

research is as follows: 

a. To give contribution to English teachers concerning with writing ability 

on descriptive text. 

b. To provide useful information for the readers in conducting such a 

research. 

c. To fulfill one of the requirements to finish researcher’s study in State 

Islamic University of Sultan Syarif Kasim Riau. 

d. To be beneficial finding in education. 

 

D. Reason For Choosing the Title 

There are some reasons why the researcher is carrying out this research: 

1. The problems of the research are interesting and important to be 

researched. Besides, most of the students generally experience the 

problems. So, one of the alternative solutions of the problem that the 

researcher suggests is needed. 
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2. The topic is relevant to the researcher as a student of education and 

teacher training faculty as well as an English teacher candidate. 

3. As far as the researcher is concerned, the research title has never been 

researched by any researcher in English Education Department. 

 

E. Definition of the Terms 

There are so many terms involved in this research. To avoid 

misunderstanding about the terms used in this research, the following terms 

are necessarily defined as follows: 

1. Effect 

In this research, the effect means the result of using peer editing 

technique on the ability in writing descriptive text of the seventh grade 

stduents at Junior High School 34 Pekanbaru. According to Jack C. 

Richards (1985, p. 190), Effect is calculated to determine how strong the 

independent variable has an effect. 

2. Peer Editing  

This is a technique used by the teacher to improve students’ writing 

ability in writing descriptive text. According to Nancy (2010, p. 170), Peer 

editing is to generate more comments at the grammatical level, peer 

editing can generate more comments on the content, organization and 

vocabulary.  
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3. Writing Ability  

In this research, writing ability means the ability in writing 

descriptive text of the seventh grade students at Junior High School 34 

Pekanbaru. Writing is a specific ability which helps writers put their 

thought into words in a meaningful form and mentally interact with the 

message. (SIL International, 1999, p. 1). 

4. Descriptive text 

Descriptive Text is a kind of text with a purpose to give information. 

The context of this kind of text is the description of particular thing, 

animal, person, or others, for instance: our pets or a person we know well 

(Peter Wignell, p. 4). In this research, descriptive text is not only telling 

and explaining something, but also showing something by giving sensory 

details. 

 

 

 


