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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the problem 

Linguists identify four skills; listening, speaking, reading, and writing 

in learning English. Among those skills, reading is the primary in learning 

process. According to Linse (2005, p.69) stated that reading is a set of skills 

that involves making sense and deriving meaning from the printed word. 

Basically, the purpose of reading process is acquiring information, 

knowledge, insight, and also for pleasure of interest that is gotten from 

reading materials. Reading is not easy to do because in reading process the 

reader not only reads the words, sentences, paragraphs, and texts but also 

should understand the contents of reading. 

Reading, according to Huegli (2008, p. 1) is an important life skill that 

will help you to work and learn independently. The reason for teaching 

reading to the students is because it belongs to the basic language skills in 

English, just as important as speaking, listening, and reading. Besides, 

reading is closely related to other subjects. Most of the materials given by the 

teacher (in English or other subjects) are presented in written form, for 

example in handbook, handout, etc. It means that to understand the materials, 

the students must have the comprehension to look at and get the meaning of  
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the written text, that is called reading skill. Because of that, reading is very 

important to be taught to the students. 

Senior High School Muhammdiyah 1 Pekanbaru is one of private 

Senior High Schools in Pekanbaru. As a formal educational institution, this 

school also offers English subject to the students. Based on English teacher 

BookCurriculum 2013, Reading activity is aiming at: 

1. Building various reading ability, such as ability to comprehend the main 

and support idea, explicit and implicit information, words, phrase, and 

sentence.    

2. Being as tool of giving language input to the basic of the next activity.   

3. Guiding student to explore text as an example to communicate and attract 

student attention to observe important things, such as meaning of word, 

phrase, or sentence, dominant feature of language, special structure of 

idea, etc. 

4. Providing question in part of comprehension questions, teacher can also 

use own questions to explain important things about.  

Most students still have reading problems such as difficulty to 

understand the texts, low mastery of vocabulary, low speed of reading, and 

low habit of reading. These problems could result from many factors. They 

could derive from the teaching strategy, the students' intellectual competence 

themselves, or the students' socio and economic condition which force them 
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to be lack of school facilities and eventually causes low interest of studying 

and low scores of English.  

In addition, reading is not an easy lesson for students in most schools. 

Sometimes reading comprehension becomes one of difficult lesson for 

students. Students will need more times to understand a text. This case can 

happen because occasionally teachers do not use suitable strategy to teach 

reading. However, it brings effect for students in reading skill. 

Those problems have appeared in Senior High School 

Muhammadiyah 1 Pekanbaru. Teachers paid less attention in 

choosinglearning strategy for students. Students tend not to understand the 

material given by teacher. There for, the writer would like to implement a 

strategy in teaching reading at Senior High School Muhammadiyah 1 

Pekanbaru. This Strategy is called read as often as possible. According to 

Huegli (2008, p. 3), Read as often as possible is reading allows you to 

connect written ideas with what you already know. The more you read the 

easier it will get. Not only will practice help you to improve your reading 

skills, it will also allow you to expand upon what you already know. Look for 

things to read everyday and practice, practice, practice.  

After conducting preliminary study at Senior High School 

Muhammadiyah 1 Pekanbaru, especially at the first year students, the writer 

found the following phenomena:  
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a) Some of the students were not able to identify the main idea of the text 

b) Some of the students were not able to identify the implicit information of 

the text 

c) Some of the students were not able to identify the meaning of words in the 

text 

d) Some of the students were not able to identify the references of word in 

the text 

e) Some of students were not able to identify the specific information of the 

text. 

Based on the problems that the writer mention above, thus  the writer 

isinterested in conducting a research entitledThe Effect of Using Readas 

Often as Possible Strategy on Students’ Reading Comprehensionat the 

First Year Students of Senior High School Muhammadiyah 1 Pekanbaru. 

 

B. The Defenition of Term 

To avoid misunderstanding and misinterpreting toward the term used in 

this research, it needs some explanations and definitions about the meaning of 

the terms used by this research: 

1. Effect 

Richards (2010, p.190)says “Effect is a measure of the strength of 

one variable effect on another or the relationship between two or more 
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variables. In this research, the effect means the result of teaching reading 

treated with “Read as Often as Possible” strategy. 

2. Read as often as Possible 

According to Huegli (2008, p. 3) that read as often as possible is 

Reading allows you to connect written ideas with what youalready know. 

The more you read the easier it will get. Not only will practice help you 

to improve your reading skills, it will also allow you to expand upon what 

you already know. Look for things to read everyday and practice, 

practice, practice. This is a strategy used by the teacher to improve 

students’ reading comprehension. 

3.  Reading Comprehension 

  According to Vaughn and Thomson (2004, p.98), reading 

comprehension is the process of constructing meaning from a text that is 

defined as the level of understanding of a written text. So, reading 

comprehension is the process of constructing the meaning through 

interaction between the reader and the author. Reading comprehension in 

this research is students’ understanding in reading text. 

 

C. The Problem 

From the background and phenomena above, it is clear that some of 

thestudents have difficulties in reading text. There are many factors that 

influence the problem itself. 
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1. The Identification of the problem 

Based on the background and phenomena in readingtext, encountered 

by the students, the problems of this writer are identified in the following 

identifications: 

a.  Why were some of the students not able to identify the main idea of the 

text 

b. Why were some of the students not able to identify the implicit 

information of the text 

c. Why were some of the students not able to identify the meaning of words 

in the text 

d. Why were some of the students not able to identify the references of word 

in the text 

e. Why were some of students not able to identify the specific information of 

the text 

 

2. The Limitation of the Problem 

The problem discussed in this paper is concerned the way to solve 

that problem using Read as often as possible strategy on the 

comprehension in reading short fungsional text on Senior High School 

Muhammadiyah 1 Pekanbaru. 
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3. The Formulation of the Problem 

Based on the limitation of the problem, the writer formulated the 

problem as follow: 

a. How is students’ reading comprehension taughtby using Read as often 

as possible strategy? 

b. How is students’ reading comprehension taught without using Read as 

often as possible strategy? 

c. Is there any significant difference of the students’ reading 

comprehension taught by using and taught without using Read as often 

as possible strategy? 

 

D. The Objective of the Research 

1. The Object of the Research 

Related to the formulation of the problem above, the following are the 

researcher’s objectives to conduct this research: 

a. To know how students’ reading comprehension taught by using Read 

as often as possible strategy 

b. To know how students’ reading comprehension taught without using 

Read as often as possible strategy 

c. To know whether there is any significant difference of the students’ 

reading comprehension taught by using and without using Read as 

often as possible strategy 
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2. The Significance of the Research 

Related to the objectives of the research above, the significance of the 

research are as follows: 

a. This research finding is expected to be beneficial in education, in 

the term of the students’ readingcomprehension. 

b. To help students, especially for the students of Senior High School 

Muhammadiyah 1 Pekanbaru. 

c.  To provide the information for the next research 

d. To give information to other readers about the use of Read as often 

as possible strategy in reading comprehension. 

 

E. Reason for Choosing the Title 

There are several reasons why the writer is interested in carrying the 

title above: 

1. The problems of the research are interesting and important to be searched. 

2. This research is relevant to the researcher’s status as a student of English 

Education Department of State Islamic University Sultan Syarif Kasim 

Riau. 

3. As far as the writer is concerned, this research title has never been 

investigated by any researcher. 

4. The location of this research facilitates the researcher in conducting the 

research. 

 


