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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

A. Theoretical Framework 

1. The Nature of Reading 

a. Definition of Reading 

Reading is the most important skill in language learning. 

According to Nunan (2003, p.68) reading is a fluent process of 

readers combining information from a text and their own background 

knowledge to build meaning.  It means that the participants or the 

readers transfer meaning from the text and give assessment from the 

text to understand the message communicated. 

According to Harrison (2004, p. 3), reading not only 

increases our life skills and extends our knowledge, but also it goes 

much deeper. Reading is a useful activity in which students should 

have this skill. Understanding is not an easy thing, we need to have 

techniques in order to get easy in comprehending the reading text. In 

addition, reading is an interactive process between what a reader 

already knows about given topic or subject, and what the writer 

writes. 
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According to Johnson (2008, p.3), there are four definitions 

of reading:  

1) Reading is the practice of using text to create meaning. It means 

that if there is no meaning being created, there is no reading 

taking place.  

2) Reading is a constantly developing skill. Like any skill, we get 

better at reading by practicing. Conversely, if we do not 

practice, we will not get better and our skills may deteriorate. It 

means that the more we practice in reading, the better our 

reading is. 

3) Reading integrates visual and non-visual information. During 

the act of reading, the visual information found on the page 

combines with the non-visual information contained in our head 

to create meaning. In that way, what is in our head is just as 

important as what is on the page in the process of creating 

meaning (reading). 

4) Reading is the act of linking one idea to another. It not necessary 

to know every word in order to read. It means in here we focus 

on the context of the sentence and paragraph to know the 

meaning, not for each word in the text. 

Based on the definition of the reading above, reading is a 

crucial thing for the learners. It will help students to know and get 

information after reading a text.  
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b. Types of Reading  

Then, good reader is the reader knows what the text is talking 

about, how to make conclusion and how to take information from the 

text. Patel (2008) mentioned four types of reading, they are: 

1) Intensive Reading: Intensive reading is reading shorter text to 

get knowledge or analysis.  

2) Extensive Reading: Reading with lower level of difficulty than 

that for intensive reading.  

3) Aloud Reading: Reading aloud the text to know the student‟s 

words pronunciation. 

4) Silent Reading: Silent reading is the students read silently the 

text. Silent reading is done to acquire a lot of information. 

To achieve these reading performance purposes we need to 

be active in reading kinds of text. 

c. Principles of Teaching Reading  

Reading is the activity of using text and the readers try to 

understand the meaning of it. Teaching reading comprehension is 

very important. The successful reading of the students, the students 

have to understand the text. It is important to apply reading skill in 

order that the students are successful as good readers. According to 

Nunan (2003, p.74), there are eight Principles for teaching reading: 

1) Exploit the reader‟s background knowledge. 

2) Build a strong vocabulary base 
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3) Teach for comprehension. 

4) Work on increasing reading rate 

5) Teach reading strategies. 

6) Encourage readers to transform strategies into skills. 

7) Build assessment and evaluation into your teaching. 

8) Strive for continuous improvement as a reading teacher. 

According to Harmer (1998, p.70), there are six principles for 

teaching reading: 

1) Reading is not a passing skill. 

2) Students need to be engaged with what there are reading. 

3) Students should be encouraged to respond to the content of a 

reading text, not just to a language. 

4) Prediction is a major factor in reading. 

5) Match the task to the topic. 

6) Good teacher exploit reading texts to the full. 

According to Nation (2009, p.6), there are four principles of 

teaching reading. They are explained below: 

1) Meaning-Focused Input: This strand of principles has three 

issues. First, the activities in reading should be done for a range 

of reading purposes. These purposes consist of reading to search 

for information, reading to learn, reading for fun, reading to 

integrate information, reading to critique text, and reading to 

write. Second, a teacher should design a reading lesson that suits 
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with his or her students‟ language proficiency level. And the 

last, reading should be used as a way of developing language 

proficiency and developing reading sub skills.  

2) Meaning-Focused Output: Meaning-focused output principle 

emphasized how reading can be related to other language skills. 

A teacher should design activities that do not only involve 

reading skills, but also involve the others language skills 

(listening, speaking, and writing). It is because each skill is 

connected with each other.  

3) Language-Focused Learning: There are four issues which are 

emphasized in this strand of principle. The first issue is that a 

teacher should help students to develop the skills and knowledge 

needed for effective reading. The lesson should work on the 

subskills of reading and the features needed to read, including 

phonemic awareness activities, phonics, vocabulary learning 

using word cards and grammar study. The reading strategies 

should be mastered by the teacher. Moreover, activities that 

integrate a range of strategies should also be given to students. 

Finally, students should be introduced with a various text 

structure, such as narrative or descriptive. 

4)  Fluency Development: Fluency development principal has three 

crucial issues. First, a teacher should help and persuade students 

to develop their fluency in reading. Second, a teacher should 
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give extensive reading activities. Third, the reading process 

should engage and encourage students‟ enjoyment and 

enthusiasm.  

Based on the explaination Above, by understanding the 

principles of teaching reading can help a teacher design and practice 

a reading lesson and will be useful as consideration in teaching 

reading in order to make learning process to be efficient and 

effective to achieve the goal of the lesson. 

2. The Nature of reading Comprehension 

a. Definition of Reading Comprehension 

Comprehension is the ability of readers to get meaning from 

text. The student‟s ability to understand the content materials will 

eventually affects their reading comprehension. John (2004) mention 

that reading comprehension is the processes of constructing 

conceptual knowledge from a text. It means that reading 

comprehension is all works that require students to understand the 

meaning from the text. 

According to Harrison (2004), reading comprehension is the 

part of reading that‟s beyond word recognition, it‟s about 

understanding what you read, and it develops gradually and 

„naturally‟ as a reader becomes more fluent, more experienced and 

more confident. It means reading comprehension is not only about 

understanding, but also about building confidence of students . 
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Clarke (2014) argued that reading comprehension is situated 

within the text and a developed understanding comes from the 

interaction between the text and the reader‟s response to it. The 

diverse perspectives that we bring to the task result in different 

interpretations of a text. Therefore, when the reader needs to 

comprehend the text, the reader should have a good response in 

reading to develop a good reading comprehension. 

Based on the theories, it can be concluded that reading 

comprehension is a crucial skill for students. Reading 

comprehension is not only about understanding the text, but also 

about developing students‟ confidence. By having good reading 

comprehension, the students can improve their reading skill. 

b. Level of Reading Comprehension 

To understand the way the learners are reading, it is the best 

way to know first about the level of reading. According to Dorn 

(2005, p.14), there two levels of comprehension, they are : 

1) Surface level: The surface level of comprehension is a literal 

level of understanding represented by the ability to recall factual 

information from the text. 

2) Deep level: The deep level of comprehension is a conceptual 

level of understanding that results from the reader‟s ability to 

think beyond the text, thus integrating the author‟s intentions 

with the reader‟s point of view.  
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c. Process of Reading Comprehension 

Klingner (2007) mentioned there are some processes that are 

involved in teaching reading comprehension to the student that gets 

difficulties specially as follows: 

1) Cognitive process: cognitive processes refers to the reader uses 

these different strategies fluidly, going back and forth from 

focusing on specific chunks of text, as with micro processing, to 

stepping back and reflecting about what has been read, as with 

metacognition. 

2) Micro processes: Micro processing refers to the reader‟s initial 

chunking of idea units within. “Chunking” involves grouping 

words into phrases or clusters of words that carry individual 

sentences meaning, and requires an understanding of syntax as 

well as vocabulary. 

3) Integrative Processes: The process of understanding and 

inferring processing more than the individual meaning units 

within sentences that are making connections across sentences. 

The relationship among clauses is referred to as integrative 

processing  

4) Elaborative Processes: Elaborative Processes when the readers 

tap into their prior knowledge and make inferences beyond 

points described explicitly in the text. The readers make 
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inferences that may or may not correspond with those intended 

by the author.  

5) Metacognitive Processes: The metacognitive processes the 

reader uses are those involved monitoring understanding, 

selecting what to remember, and regulating the strategies used 

when reading.  

d. Factors That Influence Reading Comprehension 

There are some factors that influence the students in reading 

comprehension. Clarke (2014, p.15) stated that there are four factors 

that influence reading comprehension: 

1) Language Skills: Language skills can be divided into four areas: 

phonology (the sounds of the words), semantics (the meaning of 

the words), grammar (the structure of words and sentences) and 

pragmatics (the social use of language). 

2) Understanding the Meaning of Words: understanding of 

individual word meanings is closely related to their ability to 

understand connected text. Understanding word meanings is 

often measured by a child‟s ability to define vocabulary items. 

3) Working Memory: working memory‟ refers to the ability to hold 

information in mind while simultaneously performing other 

attentionally demanding activities.  

4) Working with Text: there are two high-level skills that are 

related to working directly with text, Inference and 
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comprehension monitoring. The first, Making Inferences is the 

ability to draw an inference and thereby link pieces of 

information together in a text. The second, Monitoring 

Understanding is the processes continuously monitor to 

understanding and feed the information back into the reading 

process. 

According to Snow (2002, p.13), there are four factors 

influencing the reading comprehension: 

1) The Reader: To comprehend, a reader must have a wide range of 

capacities and abilities. These include cognitive capacities (e.g., 

attention, memory, critical analytic ability, inference, 

visualization ability), motivation (a purpose for reading, an 

interest in the content being read, self-efficacy as a reader), and 

various types of knowledge (vocabulary, domain and topic 

knowledge, linguistic and discourse knowledge, knowledge of 

specific comprehension strategies). 

2) The Text: The features of text have a large effect on 

comprehension. Texts can be difficult or easy, depending on 

factors inherent in the text, on the relationship between the text 

and the knowledge and abilities of the reader, and on the 

activities in which the reader is engaged. 

3) The Activity: Activity refers to this dimension of reading. A 

reading activity involves one or more purposes, some operations 
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to process the text at hand, and the consequences of performing 

the activity 

4) The Context: One important set of reading activities occurs in 

the context of instruction. Understanding how the reader‟s 

purpose for reading and operations are shaped by instruction, 

and how short- and long-term consequences are influenced by 

instruction, constitutes a major issue within the research agenda 

we propose. 

e. Assessing Reading Comprehension 

According to Brown (2004,p.4), assessment is an ongoing 

process that encompasses a much wider domain. Different skill has 

different assessment. Reading comprehension assessment has 

different purposes. One of these is to compare students‟ 

comprehension levels to those of students in a norming sample.  

According Brown (2004), there five basic types of reading 

performance to asses , they are: 

1) Perceptive: It is the level that is talking about the letters, words, 

punctuation and other graphic symbols or Bottom-up processing 

is implied. Assessment in this level can be reading aloud, 

written Response, multiple-choice, picture-cued items. 

2) Selective: This category, the students can give brief respond 

from the text in one paragraph that is intended as well. 

Assessment in this level can by Multiple-Choice (for Form-
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Focused Criteria), Matching Tasks, Editing Tasks, Picture-Cued 

Tasks, Gap-Filling Task 

3) Interactive: It is a type of reading that stretches of language of 

several paragraphs to one page or more in which the reader 

must, in a psycholinguistic sense, interact the text. Assessment 

this level can by cloze tasks, impromptu reading plus 

comprehension questions, short-answer tasks, Editing (longer 

texts), scanning, ordering tasks. 

4) Extensive: It is the highest level; the reader has to comprehend 

text such as; articles, essays, technical reports, short stories, 

skimming tasks, summarizing and responding, note-taking and 

outlining. 

According to Klingers (2007, p.17), there are eight types of 

reading comprehension assessment:  

1) Norm-referenced tests: Published tests administered under 

standardized conditions (e.g., with computerized answer sheets, 

timed), students‟ scores are compared with those of a normative 

sample. 

2) Criterion-referenced tests: Students‟ test scores are compared 

with predetermined criterion levels that indicate mastery of a 

skill or content, informal reading inventories are a type of 

criterion-referenced test. 
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3) Curriculum-based assessment: Tests are based on the actual 

curriculum used in the classroom, and students are assessed 

regularly and their progress monitored. 

4) Curriculum-based measurement: Students are assessed 

frequently with standard, brief tests; scores are monitored over 

time to assess progress. 

5) Interviews and questionnaires: Students respond orally or in 

writing to a list of questions designed to assess their 

understanding of the reading process and their knowledge of 

reading strategies. 

6) Observations: Examiners observe students‟ reading behaviors, 

using checklists, anecdotal records, or ethnographic note taking. 

7) Retelling: Students are prompted to retell or reconstruct what 

they remember about what they have just finished reading. 

8) Think-aloud: Students are prompted to voice their thoughts 

before, during, and after reading. 

All types of reading comprehension assessment can help 

teachers to assess students‟ reading comprehension. 

3. The Nature of Reading Habit 

a. Definition of Reading Habit  

Reading habit is the frequency of reading as well as the 

average time on reading and amount reading materials being read. 

By having a good reading habit can help students to gain academic 
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achievement to a great extent. Moreover, Thanuskodi (2011, p.80) 

stated that the reading habit is one of the powerful and lasting 

influences in the promotion of one‟s personal development in 

particular and social progress in general. Furthermore, Loan in 

Akarsu (2014) mentioned by having good reading habits the 

individuals have the chance to widen their mental horizons and to 

multiply their opportunities asses. Based on the explaination above, 

it can be said that reading habit would help the learner obtain and 

gain a meaningful knowledge and good academic performance in 

school and social environment. 

b. Indicator of Reading Habit 

Indicator is important thing in reading habit. In gaining an 

effective reading habit, Gaona (2010) mentions that there are seven 

indicators of reading habits : 

1) Reading frequency: the frequency at which the students reports 

to read books in their spare time. 

2) Books read: The number of many books that students have read 

in the last three months.  

3) Time spent on academic reading: it is discussed amount of time 

students devote their time to read academic books especially for 

their subject. 
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4) Time spent on non-academic reading: it is discussed amount of 

time that the students used to read non-academic books such as 

magazine, novel, fiction, romance, horor, etc. 

5) Motivation in the family environment: it is the frequency of the 

recommended book that is purchased by the family based on the 

interest on the family.  

6) Motivation in the academic environment: it is the frequency of 

the student literature in their school enviroment based on 

teacher‟s report.  

c. Factors That Influence Reading Habit  

There are some factors that influence the students in reading 

habit. According to Sharma (2005, p.119), there are six factors 

affecting the reading habits:  

1) Nature of a reader. 

2) Needs of a reader. 

3) Nature of information requires educational qualifications of 

readers. 

4) Cost of reading material. 

5) Availability of reading material. 

6) Ways of interaction of users and information. 

According to Poornima (2015, p.271), there are five factors 

that influence reading habit : 

1) Gender. 
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2)  Age. 

3) Educational background. 

4) Academic performance. 

5) Professional growth. 

According to Iftanti (2015), there are factors that influence 

reading habit in English : 

1) Parental influence. 

2) Parental involvement. 

3)  Environmental influence. 

4) Social class. 

5)  Accessibility to reading materials. 

In conclusion, those aspects can influence students‟ reading 

habit.  

4. The Correlation between Reading Habit and Reading 

Comprehension 

Reading is a tool to gain comprehensive information and 

knowledge from all aspects. It is by reading the students can achieve not 

only in academic success, but also can open up the chance in the world. 

According to Abidin (2011, p.4), reading is not limited to increase in 

knowledge but it also builds maturity and character, sharpens thinking, 

and widens awareness in social, economic, political, and environmental 

issues. It means reading is a basic matter in learning a foreign language. 
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Reading habit and reading comprehension both are interrelated. 

Habit for reading is viewed a significant effect on the successfulness of 

students‟ reading comprehension, while comprehension its self is the 

result of reading habit process. Medar (2015, p.64) argued that college 

students are usual to read several books so as to achieve something in 

academic. It means that the more you read the book, the more you get 

success in academic, especially in reading skill. 

Based on all of the quotations, it is very clear that reading habit 

especially in English books will improve students‟ reading 

comprehension. Students should have a good reading habit in English 

books in order to make them easy to comprehend the text. Thus, all of the 

explanations above show that there is a correlation between students‟ 

reading habit and their reading comprehension. 

B. The Relevant Research 

According to Syafi‟i (2007, p.103), relevant research is required to 

observe some previous researches conducted by other research in which they 

are relevant to our research. It means in order to conduct this research, the 

writer needs to take and observe some relevant researches. Syafi‟i (2007) 

mentions that research will guide the writer to select and determine the fix 

designs of the research  

The research was conducted by Syaifuddin in 2016, entitled “The 

Correlation between Reading Habit in English and Vocabulary Mastery on 

The Second Semester Students of English Department in IAIN Antasari 
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Banjarmasin”. He tried to find out the correlation between reading habit in 

English and vocabulary mastery on the second semester students of English 

Department in IAIN Antasari Banjarmasin. The result showed that there was 

a significance positive medium correlation between reading habit in English 

and vocabulary mastery on the second semester students of English 

Department in IAIN Antasari Banjarmasin which is the value of rxy is 0.546 

In 2016, Lalu Radi Myarta conducted a research entitled “The 

Correlation between Reading Habit on Reading English Book and Students‟ 

Grammatical Mastery of English Education Department Batch 2015 at 

Universitas Muhammadiyah Yogyakarta”. She tried to find out the 

Correlation between reading habit on reading English book and students‟ 

grammatical mastery of English Education Department Batch 2015 at 

Universitas Muhammadiyah Yogyakarta. From the research, she found that 

the correlation between both variable was low or almost had no correlation 

and it was followed by low significance value 0.077 and significance level 

0.441. 

In this present research, the researcher tried to find out the correlation 

between reading habit in English books and reading comprehension. The 

different between this research and the previous researches conducted by 

Syaifuddin and Lalu Radi Myarta is on the variable y. Variable y of this 

research is reading comprehension, while the variable y of Syaifuddin is 

vocabulary mastery and Lalu Radi Myarta is grammatical mastery. 
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C. The Operational Concept 

Syafi‟i (2015, p.103) stated that “operational concept is acquired from 

related theoretical concept on all of the variables used in which this concept 

should be applied in an academic writing practically and empirically”. It 

means that operational concept is the concept used to give an explanation of 

theoretical framework in order to avoid misunderstanding and 

misinterpretation of the research. The explanation is to describe the concept 

used by the writer. The operational concept is needed to avoid misinterpreting 

about the thesis content by other readers. The main technical terms of the 

special sense that exist are necessarily operated in this research.  

There are two variables used in this research. They are reading habit 

as X variable which is independent and reading comprehension as Y variable 

which is dependent. 

Gaona (2010) stated that there are six indicators of reading habits, it 

can be seen as follows: 

1. The student has reading frequency.  

2. The student has books to read. 

3. The student spends time on academic reading. 

4. The student spends time on non-academic reading. 

5. The student has motivation in the family environment.  

6. The student has motivation in the academic environment.  
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The indicators of reading comprehension is taken from the aims of 

reading comprehensionin academic reading according to Alderson (2000), 

those are as follows: 

1. The students are able to find out details and fact in texts.  

2. The students are able to find out main idea in texts. 

3. The students are able to recognising a writer‟s pupose in texts. 

4. The students are able to understand any inferences in texts. 

5. The students are able to identify the generic sturture of  texts. 

D. The Assumptions and The Hypotheses 

1. The Assumptions 

a. The students‟ reading habit in English books and their reading 

comprehension are various. 

b. Many factors that can influence students‟ reading habit in English 

books and their reading comprehension. 

c. The better students‟ reading habit is, the better students‟ reading 

comprehension will be.  

2. The Hypotheses 

a. H0: There is no significant correlation between students‟ reading 

habit in English books and their reading comprehension at the first 

year of SMAN 6 Pekanbaru. 

b. Ha: There is a significant correlation between students‟ reading habit 

in English books and their reading comprehension at the first year of 

SMAN 6 Pekanbaru. 


