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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Problem 

Listening is the first skill that we acquire before we try to speak, read, and 

write. Listening skill is considered as the basic skill that needs to be improved 

since it provides the aural input that serves as the basis for language 

acquisition and enables learners to interact in spoken communication. 

Listening means paying attention and making an effort to process what you 

heard. In other words, listening skill allows you to understand what someone is 

talking about. Fauzana (2014), argued that learning to listen is an important 

skill, because by improving our listening, we also improving others skills too. 

Another reason is listeners can get new information from people or the audio 

that they have listened, they can understand each other feeling or emotion, and 

to learn others’ perspective. 

One of the factors that may improve students’ listening comprehension is 

their interest. According to Harackiewicz & Priniski (2016), interest is 

essential to academic success, since it is a powerful motivational process 

which energizes learning, guides academic, and career trajectories. It means 

that students who are interested in learning, tend to put more effort and are 

motivated to do it. As the result, students may have a better understanding 

then others who are not interested.  
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This also can be seen when they are interested in watching English 

animation. Watching English animation is one of the strategies in learning 

listening. Since watching English animation whether it is video or film, build 

their interest towards the material, provide a brief vocabulary knowledge to 

the learners, provide a correct pronunciation, and train them to listen 

intonation patterns such as rhythm, sarcasm, stress, and etc. Woottipong 

(2014) argued that video has the advantages for language learning, such as 

the samples of real-life communication, motivation for language learning, 

and promoting language acquisition.   

Furthermore, in Curriculum 2013 (K13), listening is stated that one of 

the objectives of the English subject that includes in Senior High School. The 

goals of teaching and learning process are the students be able to understand, 

apply, analyze factual knowledge, conceptual, procedural, and meta cognitive 

by curiosity about science, technology, art, culture, and humanities with the 

insight of humanity, national, state, and civilization-related causes of 

phenomena and events, as well as applying procedural knowledge on specific 

areas of study that suit their talents and interests to solve the problem.   

In order to achieve the goals, many efforts that teacher does, to stimulate 

the students’ interest during listening activity, such as, using the animation 

video, playing the audio for plenty of times to get them clear of the ideas, 

telling the students about the vocabularies which they are going to hear, asking 

them to find out the missing words of the songs, giving them a motivation to 

listen carefully the hidden messages of the conversation, encouraging them to 
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listen more about English, translating the words that they do not know, and 

telling them the correct pronunciation of the words. 

From the teacher’s efforts above, ideally the students of the second grade 

at State Senior High School (SMAN) 6 Pekanbaru who have an interest and 

chance to watch English animation be able to understand and can comprehend 

what they are listening about. In fact, based on informal interview that the 

researcher did on February 2
nd

 2016 towards the English teacher Drs. Edi 

Sofni and some students at SMAN 6 Pekanbaru. The researcher found that 

some of the students still had problems in listening. It can be seen from the 

following phenomena:  

1. Some of the students were difficult to pay attention during listening.  

2. Some other students were not motivated to participate in the listening 

 process.  

3. Some of the students were not aware of what they should do in the 

 listening process.  

4. Some other students were not able to listen for specific information. 

5. Some of the students were not able to follow the instructions and the 

 directions. 

6. Some other students were not able to obtain gist of what is being said. 

According to Subramaniam (2009), interest plays as a motivator to 

enhance the students’ engagement in learning process. Whereas, interest is 

very crucial to help the students engage and participate in listening activity. 

Students who learn without getting interest with the material or the activity, 
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tend not to pay attention and easily get bored. And to stimulate their interest in 

listening, there are some strategies that can be used by teachers or the students 

such as, watching English animation. Animation that can be used is the video 

animation. Rost (2002, p.153) stated the use of videos as teaching media in 

teaching listening comprehension can provides learners with rich-content 

contexts with the instruction of authentic language, learners can be motivated 

and their listening ability is possibly to be improved.        

Thus, it can be concluded that students who are interested in watching 

English animation tend to have good English skills too, especially in 

listening. Since the students who are interested in watching English 

animation, they will be motivated to learn, to watch, and will put an effort to 

listen without being forced to do it. This indicated the relationship between 

students watching English animation interest and their listening 

comprehension. As the more they are interested learning to listen by using 

animation, the better result they will get. 

Based on the phenomena and the theory explained by the researcher 

above, the researcher was interested in conducting a research entitled: “The 

Relationship Between Students’ Watching English Animation Interest 

and Their Listening Comprehension of The Second Year at State Senior 

High School 6 Pekanbaru”. 

B. Definition of Terms 

In order to simplify the process of designing and applying the research, 

in order to avoid misunderstanding and misinterpretation about the meaning 
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of the terms used in this research, the researcher provided the following 

definitions: 

1.  Relationship 

According to Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary 8
th

 Edition, 

Relationship is the way in which two or more things are connected. As in 

the title of this research and the purpose of the research, the researcher 

wants to know about the connection between the two variables. In which 

this terms related to correlation research. Relationship meant in this case 

is the relationship between students’ watching English animation interest 

and their listening comprehension of the second year at SMAN 6 

Pekanbaru. 

2.  Watching English Animation Interest 

According to Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary 8
th

 Edition, 

Interest is the feeling that you have when you want to know or to learn 

more about somebody or something. In this case, watching English 

animation interest is students who are interested in watching animation 

video/movies for entertaining themselves and highly motivated to learn 

listening from the animation. Thus, watching English animation interest 

in this research is students interest about watching English animation of 

the second year at SMAN 6 Pekanbaru.  

3.  Listening Comprehension 

Listening comprehension is not just about hearing what is said, 

rather it is the ability to understand the meaning of the words. As said in 
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Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary 8
th

 Edition, generally 

comprehension means the ability to understand. To be more specific, 

comprehension is an exercise that trains students to understand a 

language. In addition, listening comprehension is an exercise which 

involve an activity to listen to particular conversation, or the audio of 

what native speakers said, that trains students to understand the meaning 

and the information. Thus, listening comprehension in this research is 

the students’ listening comprehension of second year at SMAN 6 

Pekanbaru. 

C. The Problems 

1.  The Identification of the Problems 

Based on the explanation above, the researcher identified the problems 

as follow: 

a. Why did some of the students still have difficulty to pay attention 

 during listening? 

b. Why did some of the students still have unmotivated to participate in 

 the listening process? 

c. Why did some of the students still have unawareness of what they 

 should do in the listening process? 

d. What were the causes that some students were not able to listen for 

 specific information? 

e. What were the causes that some students were not able to follow the 

 instructions and the directions?   
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f. What were the causes that some students were not able to obtain gist 

 of what is being said?  

2.  The Limitation of the Problems 

Based on the identification of the problems above, many problems have 

been identified to the students. The researcher needed to limit the problems 

of the research in order to focus on the topic. In this case, the problems are 

limited to the watching English animation interest in listening comprehension. 

Thus, in this research, researcher only focused on investigating students’ 

watching English animation interest in listening comprehension of the second 

year at SMAN 6 Pekanbaru. In which, the researcher focused on the 

relationship that shows whether the watching English animation interest 

influence the listening comprehension or not.   

3. The Formulation of the Problems 

Based on the problems limited above, thus, the researcher formulated the 

formulation of the problems in the following research questions: 

a. How is the students’ watching English animation interest of the 

second year at SMAN 6 Pekanbaru? 

b. How is the students’ listening comprehension of the second year at 

SMAN 6 Pekanbaru? 

c. Is there any significant relationship between watching English 

animation interest and listening comprehension of the second year 

students at SMAN 6 Pekanbaru? 
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D. The Objectives and Significance of the Research 

1.  The Objectives of the Research 

Concerning with the problem statements, this study has some objectives 

described as follows: 

a. To find out the students’ watching English animation interest of the 

second year at SMAN 6 Pekanbaru. 

b. To find out the students’ listening comprehension of the second year 

at SMAN 6 Pekanbaru. 

c. To obtain if there is a significant relationship between watching 

English animation interest and listening comprehension of the 

second year at SMAN 6 Pekanbaru.  

2.  The Significance of the Research 

a. Personally, the researcher can get a lot of information that can be very 

useful to enlarge knowledge, especially about watching English animation 

interest in listening comprehension. 

b. To provide some information about the importance of mastering all of 

the important aspects in the process of listening comprehension in order to 

make the students improve their listening skills. 

c. For the students as well as English teachers about their weaknesses in 

listening comprehension, so they will find solutions in order to master it. 

 

 


