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CHAPTER II 

REVIEW OF RELATED LITERATURE 

A. The Theoretical Framework 

1. The Nature of Speaking 

 Speaking is someone‟s ability to communicate with other individual or 

group orally. Through speaking someone can explore their ideas and help them to 

build a good relationship and friendship. Speaking is the most rewarding and 

motivating skill, especially children who get excited when they are able to express 

a few things in the target language (Georgiou and Pavlou, 2003, p. 43). 

Additionally, speaking is an interactive process of constructing meaning 

that involves producing, receiving, and processing information (Brown, 2001, p. 

263).  It means that in speaking we have to express our opinion; feeling and ideas 

correctly in order to make every single person can understand the message. 

Moreover, speaking as one of the important skill has to be used directly when 

there are some persons meet the others. Therefore, speaking involves responding 

to what has been heard. 

From the experts‟ theories, it is known that speaking as simple process 

produces systematic verbal utterance to convey meaning and it is product of 

creative construction of  linguistic strings. Then, speaking is the way of 

someone‟s interacts directly to express something in many different situations.  
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2. The Speaking Ability 

Speaking is defined as the learner's ability to express himself/herself 

orally, coherently, fluently and appropriately in a given meaningful context. 

Moreover, speaking ability is a proficiency of using language orally (Scott 

Thornbury, 2005).  In this research, the students were asked to express their ideas 

orally based on the given context by considering the aspects or components of 

speaking. 

To have good competence in speaking there are some components of 

speaking should be mastered.  Those some components of speaking as below: 

grammar, vocabulary, comprehension, fluency and pronunciation (Syakur in 

Harchegani et al, 2013, p. 568): 

a) Grammar 

It is needed for students to arrange a correct sentence in conversation. It 

refers to student‟s ability to manipulate structure and to distinguish appropriate 

grammatical form in appropriate one. The utility of grammar is also to learn the 

correct way to gain expertise in a language in oral and written form. 

b) Vocabulary 

Vocabulary means the appropriate diction which is used in 

communication. Without having a sufficient vocabulary, one cannot communicate 

effectively or express their ideas in both oral and written form. Having limited 

vocabulary is also a barrier that precludes learners from learning a language. 

Language teachers, therefore should process considerable knowledge on how to 

manage an interesting classroom so that the learners can gain a great success in 
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their vocabulary learning. Without grammar very little can be conveyed, without 

vocabulary nothing can be conveyed. 

c) Comprehension 

Comprehension is needed in oral communication. It is to avoid the 

misunderstanding among the speaker and the listener. It includes comprehend the 

situation, the condition in where the oral communication take place. 

d) Pronunciation 

Pronunciation is the way for students‟ to produce clearer language when 

they speak. It deals with the phonological process that refers to the components of 

a grammar made up of the elements and principles that determine how sounds 

vary and pattern in a language. There are two features of pronunciation; phonemes 

and supra segmental features. A speaker who constantly mispronounces a range of 

phonemes can be extremely difficult for a speaker from another language 

community to understand . 

e) Fluency 

Fluency can be defined as the ability to speak fluently and accurately. 

Fluency in speaking is the aim of many language learners. Signs of fluency 

include a reasonably fast speed of speaking and only a small number of pauses 

and “ums” or “ers”. These signs indicate that the speaker does not have to spend a 

lot of time searching for the language items needed to express the message 

(Brown. 1997, p. 4) 
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To increase students‟ speaking competence, the teacher also should teach 

speaking as well as possible. Nunan (2003, p. 48), teaching speaking is sometimes 

considered a simple process. In teaching speaking, students need those 

components of language above. It is hoped that they would put them all together 

and speak. 

Speaking as an interactive process of constructing meaning always 

involves in producing words and the meaning depends on the context. The 

classroom is only one of many environments to which children can increase the 

linguistic competence (Stewig, 2014 in Patricia‟s et.al, p. 10). Furthermore, 

speaking itself requires that learners not only know how to produce specific point 

of language such as grammar, pronunciation or vocabulary (linguistic 

competence), but also they have to understand when, why, what way to produce 

the language (sociolinguistic competence). 

Generally, there are some factors that could affect students‟ speaking 

ability. They are cognitive factors, affective factors; motivation, self-esteem, 

anxiety, and linguistic factors. One of them is linguistic factors which are related 

to the writer‟s study. Linguistic factors include several features like pronunciation, 

grammar, and vocabulary. It is believed that pronunciation plays a vital role in 

intelligibility. Moreover, grammar acts as an important role in learning the 

structure of English, but the implementation of correct use of grammar in one‟s 

speech is more important than learning the accurate use of grammar (Derakhshan, 

2016, p. 181).  Additionally, a student without mastery of linguistic knowledge he 

cannot progress the language at all (Belegdair, 2015, p. 20) 
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In other words, students‟ who have linguistic knowledge would assumed 

to affect their ability in speaking since the components of speaking related to the 

linguistic aspects such as grammar, pronunciation, and vocabulary.  

Since the writer focused her research on the report text as a teaching 

material used in the oral test, the writer gave additional information and 

description about report text. 

3. The Report Text 

There are many kinds of text that used by writers and readers to 

communicate for a certain purpose. One of the texts is a report text. Referred to 

Cambridge dictionary, the meaning of the word “report” is to give 

a description of something or information about it to someone Report text is a 

text that inform something which had investigated by someone 

(dictionary.cambridge.org). In sum, it presents information after conducting an 

investigation of something. 

Furthermore, Doddy (2009, p. 13) said that the social function of a report 

text is to describe the way things are, with reference to a range of natural, 

manmade and social phenomena in our environment.  In addition, according to 

Hyland (2004, p. 29), the social purpose of a report is to present factual 

information, usually by classifying things and then describing their characteristics. 

Then, the writer concludes that the social purpose of a report text is describing 

and classifying things based on the factual information in general form. 
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Additionally, there are two generic structures of a report text. First is 

general classification. It refers to introducing the thing that will be talked about. 

Second is Description. It means elaborating and reporting on the subject in detail 

(Doddy, 2009, p. 13) 

By virtue of Priyana (2008, p. 15), the common grammatical patterns of an 

information report includes:  

a) Use of general nouns, eg hunting dogs, rather than particular nouns, eg our 

dog;  

b) Use of relating verbs to describe features, eg Molecules are tiny particles;  

c) Some uses of action verbs when describing behaviour, eg Emus cannot fly;  

d) Use of timeless present tense to indicate usualness, eg Tropical cyclones 

always begin over the sea;  

e) Use of technical terms, eg. Isobars are lines drawn on a weather map;  

f) Use of paragraphs with topic sentences to organise bundles of information; 

repeated naming of the topic as the beginning focus of the clause. 

4. The Perception 

According to Brian Fellows as quoted by Mulyana (2012, p. 180), 

perception is a process that allows an organism to receive and analyze 

information. Meanwhile, Walgito (2004, pp. 87-88) explained that perception is 

the process that takes place within the individual that begins with the receipt of 

stimulus until it is realized and understood by the individual, so that the individual 
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can recognize himself and his surroundings. Through perception, individuals try 

to rationalize the environment and objects, people and events in it. 

Perception is an internal process to select, evaluate and organize stimuli 

from the external environment, and that process might influence person‟s 

behavior. (p. 179). Moreover, perception is a psychological cognitive process 

within individual that reflects attitudes, beliefs, values and expectations to 

interpret perceptual objects. (Mulyana, 2012, p. 206). 

Based on the definitions above, the writer concludes that perception is a 

process within individual that begins to receive and to analyze the surrounding 

information. It is how a person selecting, organizing and interpreting information 

inputs and the existing experiences and then interpreting them to create the whole 

description means. In other words, the perception is a process that involves the 

entry of message or information into human brain. 

Students‟ perception is the beliefs or opinions that students have as a result 

of realising or noticing something, especially something that is perhaps not 

obvious to other people. Students‟ perception is the result of direct experiences in 

the educational context and educational activity. These experiences can be very 

different from teachers‟ experiences or parents‟ experiences of the educational 

context. Students in this respect, construct their own world. But not all students 

experience the same educational context. Thus, students‟ perceptions can differ 

between different groups of students. And because of diversity on  personal 

characteristics and different individual histories, every student experiences has the 
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same educational context in the same way, so individual differences in students‟ 

perceptions can occur.  

Students‟ perception on verbal-linguistic intelligence is the way they 

perceive the traits of verbal-linguistic intelligence and also the activities. Then, if 

the students are made aware of their own unique intelligence profiles, they might 

be able to make the transition from difficult learning situations to creating 

opportunities through their own strenghts. (Kagan & Kagan quoted by Zainudin, 

2012, p. 35). 

5. The Nature of Intelligence 

a. The Definition of Intelligence 

It would be difficult to start measuring “intelligence” without at least some 

implicit or intuitive theory of what intelligence is, and from the earliest Greek 

philosophers to the present day, many writers have enunciated their ideas about 

the nature of intelligence (N. J. Mackintosh, 2011 in Sternberg, p. 3). The most 

important definition of intelligence is the way people solve their problems, ability 

to understand, learn, communicate how brain works with abstract things, etc.  

Intelligence may be narrowly defined as the capacity to acquire knowledge 

and understanding, and use it in different novel situations. This ability, or 

capacity, which enables the individual to deal with real situations and profit 

intellectually from sensory experience (Carter,  2005, p. 1) 
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Gardner says (1983, p. 81) intelligence is the ability to solve problems, or 

to create products, that are valued with one of more cultural settings. Moreover, 

intelligence comprises a set of separate intelligences, each of which is specialized 

for obtaining knowledge and solving problems in different areas of cognitive 

activity (cited in Kerri, 2010, p. 294) 

Furthermore, Anastasi said as quoted by Legg that intelligence is not a 

single, unitary ability, but rather a composite of several functions. The term 

denotes that combination of abilities required for survival and advancement within 

a particular culture (2007, p. 4) 

In summary, human intelligence is the ability in acquiring knowledge, 

understanding, solving problems that use in different situations. Intelligence is not 

only a general ability, but also it is a combination of abilities that human has to 

survive in particular situations or culture. On the other words, intelligence of each 

person is not the same. Those intelligences can be changed and developed. 

According to Armstrong (2009, p. 27) intelligence can be developed by 

three main factors. They are: 

a. Biological endowment. This factor refers to generic factors and how 

brain works before, during, and after birth. 

b. Personal life history. It involves experience with parents, teachers, 

peers, friends, and others who developed the intelligences. 
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c. Cultural and historical background. It refers to time and place in which 

the people were born and raised. Thus, the nature and state of cultural 

or historical developments in different areas. 

 

6. The Theories of Verbal-linguistic Intelligence 

Verbal-linguistic intelligence has been described for many years before the 

existence of other intelligences. Furthermore, verbal-linguistic-intelligence and 

logical-mathematical was used as measurement of IQ. These two intelligences 

have become the standardized test in some academic such as National Assessment 

of Educational Program, Iowa Test of Basic Skill (ITBS), and many others. 

Luneburg, 2014, p. 1). Briefly, verbal-linguistic intelligence is the subunit to 

measure person intelligence. 

Dealing with the title of this research, writer focused to explain about 

verbal-linguistic intelligence rather than other intelligences which proposed by 

Howard Gardner, because of the description of verbal-linguistic intelligence has 

strong relationship with the knowledge of language. However, Howard Gardner is 

not the only psychologist who mention about verbal-linguistic intelligence. There 

are still other experts or psychologist tried to state their view about intelligence 

related to language. 

The first psychologist who stated the theory of verbal-linguistic 

intelligence is Louis L. Thurstone with his multiple-factor theory or primary 

mental abilities. He believed that human intelligence should not be regarded as a 
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single unitary trait, and in its place, he proposed the theory of Primary Mental 

Abilities. (Sternberg, 2011, p. 43). 

In his theory, there are seven abilities in human intelligence verbal 

comprehension, inductive reasoning, perceptual speed, numerical ability, verbal 

fluency, associative memory, and spatial visualization. (Sternberg, 2011, p. 43). 

Verbal comprehension is also known as verbal-linguistic intelligence which 

related to words and language use.   

Another psychologist who enchanted the theory of verbal-linguistic 

intelligence is Gardner‟s (1983) with his theory of multiple intelligences (MI). 

Gardner developed his theory based on his work with individuals exhibiting 

extreme cognitive abilities (or deficits) in particular areas, such as music or math, 

but not general cognitive superiority.  

Gardner argues that traditional ideas about intelligence employed in 

educational and psychological circles for almost a hundred years require 

significant reform. In particular, he suggests that the concept of a “pure” 

intelligence that can be measured by a single IQ score is seriously flawed. Instead, 

Gardner points out that intelligence is not a singular phenomenon, but rather a 

plurality of capacities (Armstrong, 2003, p. 13). Thus, he rejected the conception 

of intelligence as a unitary ability, because he said that “we are all so different 

largely because we all have different combinations of intelligences. If we 

recognize this, I think we will have at least a better chance of dealing 
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appropriately with the many problems that we face in the world” (Armstrong, 

2009, p. 5).  

Generally, Gardner believed that every human at least had seven 

intelligences, namely: verbal-linguistic, logical-mathematical, musical, spatial, 

bodily-kinesthetic, interpersonal, and intrapersonal. As the theory evolved, he 

added an eighth intelligence to his list: naturalist intelligence (Gardner in 

Armstrong, 2003, p. 13). For each intelligence represents a set of capacities that 

are brought to bear upon two major focuses: the solving of problems, and the 

fashioning of significant cultural products. 

These multiple intelligences are related to how an individual prefers to 

learn and process information. Since the writer only does a research on verbal-

linguistic intelligence, then, writer gave description of verbal-linguistic 

intelligence below. 

a. The Definition of Verbal-linguistic Intelligence 

Verbal-linguistic intelligence is the intelligence of words, or the ability to 

use the core operations of language with clarity. The significant components of 

this intelligence are employed communicating through reading, writing, listening, 

or speaking. It enables personal perceptions to be communicated and is highly 

valued in schools (Bellanca, 2009, pp. 1-2) Moreover, Lwin said that verbal-

linguistic intelligence is the ability to construct clear idea and to use the words 

competently in speaking, reading and writing (2008, p. 11). In sum, verbal-

linguistic intelligence deals with the ability to use words in some activities such as 

reading, writing and speaking. 
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People who have been identified with having verbal-linguistic intelligence 

usually understand words and their use both literally and figuratively. They are 

able to communicate clearly, whether orally or in writing. They have a deep 

understanding of grammar conventions. They understand the different ways to use 

language to serve a particular purpose, for example how to persuade others with 

their words. Usually people with verbal-linguistic intelligence have and use a vast 

vocabulary in their oral or written communication. Many with verbal-linguistic 

intelligence are able to learn and use multiple languages (Paper master, 2015) 

Azarmi et al. (2012) point out that the verbal-linguistic intelligence 

enables people to use the words of language effectively in their oral and written 

forms. Additionally, Gardner says (1999, p. 37) that verbal-linguistic intelligence, 

for instance, includes core operations of phonemic discriminations, command of 

syntax, sensitivity to the pragmatic uses of language, and acquisition of word 

meanings. 

Similarly, Armstrong (2009, p. 6) also said that verbal-linguistic is the 

capacity to use words effectively, whether orally (e.g., as a storyteller, orator, or 

politician) or in writing (e.g., as a poet, playwright, editor, or journalist). This 

intelligence includes the ability to manipulate the syntax or structure of language, 

the phonology or sounds of language, the semantics or meanings of language, and 

the pragmatic dimensions or practical uses of language. Some of these uses 

include rhetoric (using language to convince others to take a specific course of 

action), mnemonics (using language to remember information), explanation (using 

language to inform), and meta-language (using language to talk about itself).  
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A person with verbal-linguistic intelligence is not only knew how to use 

the rules of language correctly but also beautifully. The linguistically intelligent 

people have an inclination towards languages. It makes them learn more than one 

language, or have aptitude for obtaining the skills of multiple intelligences (Oak, 

2016).   

Pertaining to this, those with verbal-linguistic intelligence are able to 

master the language and pay special attention to vocabulary and grammar. They 

have the ability to think in words, analyze language and understand clearly what 

other people mean when using words. They also have an ability to learn language 

and use language proficiently to accomplish their goals. In other chances, they 

could learn more than one languages, and able to use those in writing and speech. 

As information, lawyers, authors and poets are considered to have high verbal-

linguistic intelligence (Gardner, 1999, p. 43). So, writer concluded that people 

who have good verbal-linguistic intelligence have good ability to know about 

language whether in written or oral language. 

b. The Characteristics of Verbal-linguistic Intelligence 

Verbal-linguistic intelligence is involved in storytelling and creating, in all 

forms of humor that involve such things as plays on words, in the unexpected 

ending in a joke, and in various funny twists of the language. This intelligence is 

involved in any use of metaphors, similes, and analogies, and, of course, in 

learning proper grammar and syntax in speaking and writing. (Wessman, 2010). 

Moreover, in Grow‟s article that a well-developed verbal-linguistic intelligence 
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shows itself in attention to words, overtones of words, relations among them, 

syntax, and the beauty and substance of style. (Grow, 2015) 

In this connection, Laughlin (1999) as cited in Ahmadian‟s thesis (2012, p. 

5) mentions the characteristics of a person with well-developed verbal-linguistic 

Intelligence as: 

a. Listening and reacting to the sound, rhythm, and variety of the spoken 

words;  

b. Learning through listening, reading, writing, and discussion;  

c. Listening effectively, understanding, paraphrasing, interpreting, and 

remembering what has been said;  

d. Reading and speaking effectively, understanding, summarizing, 

interpreting or explaining, and remembering what has been read; 

e. Having the ability to learn other languages and use language skills like 

listening, speaking, writing, and reading to communicate and persuade 

others (p. 2). 

Students with a high verbal-linguistic intelligence are recognisable. First of all 

they usually love to talk. But they also love to read and write. Once in Secondary 

school, they will not complain about writing an essay. The traits are (Hoekstra, 

International Montessori Schools and Child Development, p. 3) 

1) High sensitivity to all aspects of language; likes to read, write, talk and 

listen 

2) They often speak of what they have read 
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3) They are good at spelling and is sensitive to patterns 

4) Their knowledge of the structure of the language; can recognize and apply 

grammar rules 

5) They like word games, puzzles, poems 

6) They cherish their book collection 

7) They are good memory for general knowledge 

8) They easily remember quotes and famous sayings 

9) They are orderly and systematic 

10) They are good ability to reason 

11) They can communicate their viewpoints in a clear, beautiful, and refined 

manner 

12) They can describe abstract concepts well 

13) They are good public speaker 

14) They like to debate 

15) They like to use “fancy” words 

16) They have the capacity to use language to accomplish certain goals 

17) They have the knowledge of the many different uses for language, such as 

persuasion, negotiation information, and pleasure. 

18) They have an ability to interpret others 

19) They Learn second languages „easily‟ and enjoys using them 

20) They have a flexibility in extracting meaning when speaking several 

languages 
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 From the explanation above, it can be concluded that the characteristics of 

verbal-linguistic intelligence are: (1) They are able to communicate their opinion 

clearly, beautifully and refined manner.  (2) They can understand the beauty of a 

language and able to make creative use of it. (3) They enjoy reading, writing, 

speaking, and listening.  (4) They take pleasure in the rhythms and the phonetics 

of words. (5) They take keen interest in learning correct pronunciation and 

experiencing the hidden melody in words. (6) They are good with spelling words 

and sensitive towards language patterns. (7) They are mostly found to be orderly 

and systematic with a strong ability to reason.  In short point, students‟ verbal-

linguistic intelligence could be seen from the characteristics above. 

7. The Relationship between Students’ Perception on Verbal-linguistic 

Intelligence and Speaking Ability. 

 

Based on the theoretical framework above, writer found that intelligence is 

one of factors that can influence students‟ learning in the school. In line with this, 

Kuncel said as quoted by Tias (2015, p.1) that intelligence is a fundamental factor 

which can predict academic achievement in schools, and has an essential role in 

students‟ future success. Thus, intelligence plays a role on students‟ ability in 

absorbing new knowledge and making it as the bases to process and solve 

problems. 

Verbal-linguistic intelligence is one type of intelligences that proposed by 

Thurstone with his multiple-factor theory and Gardner with his multiple 

intelligences theory. Verbal-linguistic intelligence involves sensitivity to spoken 

and written language ability to use language to achieve goals, as well as, the 
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ability to learn new language (Gardner, 1999). Additionally, Lwin said that 

verbal-linguistic intelligence is the ability to construct clear idea and to use the 

words competently in speaking, reading and writing (2008, p. 11). Moreover, 

Laughlin (1999) as cited in Ahmadian‟s thesis (2012, p. 5) mentions the 

characteristics of a person with well-developed verbal-linguistic intelligence and 

one of those characteristics is having the ability to learn other languages and use 

language skills like listening, speaking, writing, and reading to communicate and 

persuade others (p. 2). Then, the writer assumed that speaking ability is included 

as the activity and characteristic of someone‟s who has verbal-linguistic 

intelligence. 

For Indonesian, English is a foreign language and became one of 

compulsory subject Indonesia schools.  There are four language skills in English, 

and one of them is speaking. Speaking is the direct route from one mind to 

another, and is the way people usually chose when they want to ask a question, or 

give an explanation (Turk, 2003. p. 9). If a student able to convey their 

information and ideas orally without making mistakes, it can be assumed that the 

student has good verbal-linguistic intelligence. According to Armstrong (2009) 

this intelligence includes the ability to manipulate the syntax or structure of 

language, the phonology or sounds of language, the semantics or meanings of 

language, and the pragmatic dimensions or practical uses of language. Syntax, 

phonology, semantic, and pragmatic which mentioned by Armstrong somehow 

related to the speaking ability competences: grammar for syntax, pronunciation in 

phonology, semantic for comprehension and so on. 
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There were several studies revealed the relationship between multiple 

intelligences and EFL ability in language learning. One of them was a research 

about the relationship between multiple intelligences and EFL speaking ability. 

As you know, multiple intelligences divided into several intelligences and one of 

them is verbal-linguistic intelligence. The result of this research told that there 

was significant relationship between verbal-linguistic intelligence and EFL 

speaking ability (Saibani, 2014).  Another research was about the relationship 

between linguistic intelligence and English mastery. The result of the research 

showed that there was a correlation between students‟ linguistic intelligence and 

English mastery (Kurnia, 2016). 

Moreover, intelligence has a strong correlation with individuals‟ cognitive 

ability such as, thinking, remembering, reading, learning, problem solving, and 

language usage (Binet, Zeidner, Zenderland, cited in Tias, 2015 p. 141).  

In sum, there is a possibility that verbal-linguistic intelligence and 

students‟ speaking ability are related to each other. Moreover, people with high 

verbal-linguistic intelligence tend to be well at telling stories, expanding 

vocabulary and knowledge of language rules. 

B. The Relevant Research 

Related to verbal-linguistic intelligence, there were some researches which 

have the same Variable X as writer. The following are the relevant research: 

1. The first relevant research is a research (thesis) was conducted by Kurnia 

Syinta Devi Diah Fortuna (2016) entitled Students‟ Written Linguistic 

Intelligence and English Mastery at Eighth Grade Students of State Islamic 
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Junior High School 1 Gambut. The result of this research showed that 

there was a significant correlation between students‟ linguistic intelligence 

and English mastery at the eighth students of MTs N 1 Gambut in 

academic year 2015/2016, it is known that rxy is 0.734. Moreover, 

students‟ linguistic intelligence is in fair level average 53.09, while 

students‟ English mastery is in fair level with average 66.54. Finally, it can 

be concluded that linguistic intelligence influenced students‟ English 

mastery and students‟ English mastery was depend on linguistic 

intelligence. 

2. The second relevant research conducted by Hanna Hayyu Purnamasari 

(2013) entitled the correlation between linguistic intelligence and reading 

ability of the first grade students of SMA Islam Yakin Tutur Pasuruan. 

This study used quantitative approach and correlation design. The data of 

this study were obtained by distributing questionnaire set and the reading 

test. Then, they were analyzed by using Pearson Product Moment 

Formula. In this study, the writer calculated the score between two 

variables and found that the value of computed r was 0,822. Otherwise, the 

value of r at the table with 35 as the degree of freedom (df) = N-2 was 

0.325 at 0.05 level of significance. The findings of this study were found 

that the value of r was higher than the value of r in the table, so the 

alternative hypothesis was accepted. It could be concluded that there was 

positive correlation between linguistic intelligence and reading ability. 
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The researches above were different with the writer‟s research as well as 

same in some ways. The differences were located at the dependent variables. The 

writer‟s research was about speaking ability while both of researches above were 

about English mastery and reading ability. These are the activities which included 

in verbal-linguistic intelligence characteristic. Meanwhile, the independent 

variables were same as the writer‟s research which was verbal-linguistic 

intelligence. In other words, the writer could use these previous researches as 

reference. 

C. The Operational Concept 

Operational concept is the concept which is used to clarify the literature 

reviewed in order to avoid misunderstanding and misinterpretation. In planning 

the research, the operational concept can be formulated into particular words to 

get easy in measuring the research operation. There are two variables used in this 

research, they are variable X as the independent variable and variable Y as the 

dependent variable.  

They are:  Variable X as students‟ perception on verbal-linguistic 

intelligence, and 

   Variable Y as students‟ speaking ability 

Variable X: 

The students' perception on verbal-linguistic intelligence is measured by 

their responses to the statements contained the activities and traits of verbal-

linguistic intelligence (Armstrong, 2009; Laughlin, 1999; Hoekstra, 2007). Then, 

the indicators of variable X as follows: 
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a. The students perceive the sounds of language 

b. The students have communication skill. 

c. The students like to tell stories and jokes 

d. The students interpret the language 

e. The students have good memorization for vocabulary 

f. The students sense the grammatical of the language 

g. The students has an interest in playing word games and English subject 

h. The students enjoy poetry 

Variable Y:  

Then, the indicators of students‟ speaking ability, Brown (2004, pp. 172-

173) suggests some forms as the dependent or y variable that can be seen as 

follows: 

a. The students has an ability to use correct grammar in speaking. 

(Grammar) 

b. The students has an ability to use proper words in speaking. 

(Vocabulary) 

c. The students has an ability to express the comprehensible ideas. 

(Comprehension) 

d. The students has an ability to produce acceptable pronunciation in 

speaking. (Pronunciation) 

e. The students has an ability to produce speech without filtering and 

pausing (Fluency). 
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D. The Assumptions and Hypotheses 

1. The Assumptions 

Regarding with the theories and explanations about the two variables, the 

writer has assumption related to the relationship between students‟ perception on 

verbal-linguistic intelligence and speaking ability. If the students have high 

verbal-linguistic intelligence, the students‟ speaking ability level will also be high. 

In other words, the higher verbal-linguistic intelligence (Variable X) they have, 

the better speaking ability (Variable Y) will be achieved by the students. 

2. The Hypotheses 

a. Null hypothesis (H0): there is no significant relationship between 

students‟ perception on verbal-linguistic intelligence and their 

speaking ability. 

b. Alternative hypothesis (Ha): there is a significant relationship between 

students‟ perception on verbal-linguistic intelligence and their 

speaking ability. 

 


