
1

CHAPTER 1

INTRODUCTION

A. Background of the Problem

Learning vocabulary is very crucial because it makes the students

understand and comprehend what they do and what they talk. Learning

vocabulary is important for learners since vocabulary knowledge, as one of the

basic components plays an important role among the four language skills. It

gives contribution to learners to perform their skills better. It is impossible for

the students to perform their English appropriately, if their vocabulary is very

poor. In short, by having too limited vocabulary, the students will difficult to

have good language skills, since a good store of words is crucial for

understanding and communicating.

Vocabulary is also one of the components in a text, conversation or written.

Without vocabulary, we cannot achieve the purpose of conversation, reading

and we cannot write anything. Teacher should help their students in learning

new vocabularies. The teacher should use many strategies, methods, and

approaches to help students in memorizing new vocabularies. The teacher

should combine the strategies, methods and approaches to make students have

fun in memorizing new vocabularies because remember words make the

students are boring and easy to forget. Lehr (2003) stated that vocabulary is the

knowledge of words and word meanings. This means that without establishing

a strong vocabulary base first, comprehension and use of a language will not be
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achieved. In addition, the student should be able to recognize words, and know

their meanings as well. Thus, when a student is effectively able to recognize

and use a word in different contexts, speak, write, pronounce the word well,

she/he has the knowledge and meaning of that word.

Vocabulary is generically defined as the knowledge of words and word

meanings. Likewise, Cardenas (2001) (cited in Harmer & Thornbury, 2002)

stated that vocabulary is used to determine the proficiency a student has in oral

context. This is to say that vocabulary is an essential component to determine

how much a student is able to communicate successfully. So, students have to

overcome the lack of vocabulary knowledge in order to communicate

effectively. To overcome the lack of vocabulary the students have to memorize

words and meaning of words. Memorizing word meaning is important to

English student. Memorizing a new word requires a process and strategy.

Cognitive psychologists divide memory into short-term and long-term memory

according to duration of memory retention and capacity of recalling information

after the original input. Long-term memory retains information for use in

anything but the immediate future. Short-term memory is used to store or hold

information while it is being processed. The object of vocabulary learning is to

transfer the lexical information from the short-term memory to the more

permanent long-term memory (Richards & Schmidt 2010).

State Junior High School 4 Pekanbaru is one of the educational institutions

in Pekanbaru that uses School Based Curriculum in the process of teaching and

learning. The students are demanded to learn more and read much individually



3

to improve their ability. There is a big problem if they are not supported by the

effective strategy in learning process. In teaching and learning process, students

are expected to be able in comprehend the text by many ways. But, the teacher

only used the same method in every meeting. It is not overall and it is make

students not interested in comprehend the text.

Based on preliminary study of the research, during the teaching and learning

process in State Junior High School 4 Pekanbaru, the teacher gave a text to the

students; the teacher gave suggestion to the students to look up dictionary and

then asked them to memorize the word. This strategy is not enough effective to

be applied because it does not generate interest and excitement to memorize the

vocabulary. In fact, based on researcher observation and interview, the

researcher found that some of students still difficult to understand the text given

because their lack of vocabulary, they did not know a lot of vocabularies.

Because they just knew the meaning of the word at the time. It means that if

they found it again, they would find the meaning of the word in the dictionary

again. So, this strategy made the students difficult to remember the vocabulary.

Based on the description above, not all of the students are interested in

English. They found difficulties in comprehending the text they read. Most of

them only read the text but they did not understand what they read. Some

students could not understand a text, because they did not know the meanings

of some words, even, for the words which belong to the high frequency words.

They often asked to their friends and the teacher when they found unfamiliar

words in the text. In the broader area of English language teaching, the problem
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of vocabulary memory has been a subject of studies for years. These problems

can be seen into the following symptoms, include:

1. Some of the students were not able encountering new words

2. Some of the students were not able to differentiate Noun, Verb, adverb,

and Adjectives

3. Some of the students were not able to find out the meaning of words

4. Some of the students were not able to consolidate word form and

meaning in memory

5. Some of the students were not able to use the word in the text.

These symptoms can be seen from some students who confront the problems

and difficulty in English, especially on vocabulary. It is alarming the researcher

if the students were not able to master the vocabulary as much as possible then

they would fail to achieve a predetermined passing grade. Therefore, researcher

wanted to try other strategy to help solve problems faced by the students. The

research strategy chosen is word card strategy.

Based on the symptoms above, the researcher would try to overcome the

students’ problems in vocabulary by word card strategy. There are some

strategies for vocabulary learning proposed by Clouston (2012) one of them is

the word card strategy. According to (He, 2010), learning from word cards is a

good strategy for it is both useful for successful learners and students who find

it difficult to learn vocabulary. It is the easiest way for learners to memorize the

meaning of the new word. According to (Kuo, 2012), there are nine advantages

of using word-card strategy. This strategy can be applied for high frequency
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words and low frequency words. In addition, there are also some advantages

proposed by this strategy. The first is that there are many words that can be

learned in a short time. Then, all the words that have been learned can be

memorized for a long time.

Finally, the researcher considers that using word card strategy can be useful

and easy, to increase and improve their vocabulary in some level of education.

The researcher was interested in conducting a research entitled “The Effect of

Using Word Card Strategy on Students’ Vocabulary Memory in Recount

Text at The Second Year Students of State Junior High School 4

Pekanbaru”.

B. The Problem

1. The Identification of the Problem

Based on the background illustrated above, it is very clear that the

students had a lot of problems, especially in term of vocabulary. To

make it clearly, the problems in this research could be identified as

follows:

a. What were the causes that some of the students were not able

encountering new words

b. What were the causes that some of the students were not able to

differentiate Noun, Verb, adverb, and Adjectives

c. What were the causes that some of the students were not able to find

the meaning of words
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d. What were the causes that some of the students were not able to

consolidating word form and meaning in memory

e. What were the causes that some of the students were not able to

using the word in the text

2. The Limitation of the Problem

Strategy and vocabulary covered many issues that deserve to be

investigated. Thus, because of having limited time and fund, the researcher

limited this study on students’ vocabulary memory in recount text supported

by using word card strategy.

3. The Formulation of the Problem

Based on the limitation of the problem above, thus, this research

questions are formulated as follows:

a. How is the students’ vocabulary memory before being taught by using

word card strategy at the second-year students of State Junior High

School 4 Pekanbaru?

b. How is the students’ vocabulary memory after being taught by using

word card strategy at the second-year students of State Junior High

School 4 Pekanbaru?

c. Is there a significant effect of using word card strategy on students’

vocabulary memory at the second-year students of State Junior High

School 4 Pekanbaru?
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C. The Objectives and the Significance of the Research

1. The Objectives of the Research

a. To find out students’ vocabulary memory before being taught by

using word card strategy.

b. To find out students’ vocabulary memory after being taught by using

the word card strategy.

c. To find out whether there is any significant effect of using the word

card strategy on students’ vocabulary memory.

2. The Significance of the Research

By doing the research, the researcher hopes that it can:

a. Hopefully these research findings are able to contribute the benefit

to researcher as a novice research’s learning how to conduct a

research.

b. These research finding are also expected useful and valuable

especially for students and teachers of English at the second year

students of State Junior High School 4 Pekanbaru.

c. Besides, these research findings are also expected to be positive

information, especially for those who are aware teaching and

learning English as a foreign language.

d. Finally, these research finding are also expected to be practical and

theoretical information to the development of the theories on English

language teaching.
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D. The Definition of Key Terms

In order to avoid misinterpretation and misunderstanding concerning to the

topic of this the research, it is necessary to explain the terms used. They are as

follows:

1. Effect

The effect is a result or condition produced by a cause something that

happen when one thing acts and another. According to Richards & Schmidt

(2010), effect is measure of the strength of one variable’s effect on another

or the relationship between two or more variables. In this research, the effect

means the influence of using the word card strategy on students’ vocabulary

memory at the second-year students of SMPN 4 Pekanbaru.

2. Word Card Strategy

According to Richards & Schmidt (2010) strategy is procedures used in

learning, thinking, etc., which serve as a way of reaching a goal. The word

card strategy is one of the strategies that are proposed by Nation (2008) in

relation to vocabulary learning. This strategy for helping students identifies

important concepts and conceptual relationship in text. In this research,

word card is being used to increase students’ vocabulary memory in recount

text at the second-year students of SMPN 4 Pekanbaru.

3. Vocabulary Memory

Vocabulary is generically defined as the knowledge of words and word

meanings. Likewise, Cardenas (2001) that cited by Harmer & Thornbury

(2002) stated that vocabulary is used to determine the proficiency a student
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has in oral context. According to Richards & Smith (2010) memorizing is

the process of establishing information, etc., in memory. The term

“memorizing” usually refers to conscious processes. Memorizing may

involve rote learning, practice, associative learning, etc.

4. Recount Text

The purpose of Recount Text is to tell what happened by Richards &

Smith (2010). It is mean, a text that is telling the reader about one story,

action or activity. Its goal is to entertain or inform the reader.


