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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Problem 

Writing is one of the four English language skills that should be 

mastered by students. It is caused by the use of writing in every single activity 

of human life. It can be seen from the existence of writing in classroom 

activities, family communication, business, public relation, and other 

environments. Some of the people choose writing as a communication device 

rather than speaking since writing is an effective way to share ideas, to inform 

news, to express opinions, and to persuade people. Consequently, in writing 

we are trying to transfer messages, to get something done, and to work 

together around all aspects of social interaction. 

However, writing becomes a problem for some students because it is 

not an easy job. Writing takes time for study and practice to develop this skill. 

To write well, the students must have good skills or capabilities in writing. 

Oshima and Houge (1991, p. 3) stated that it is important to note that writing 

is a process, not a product. It means that a piece of writing is never completed 

in less it is always reviewed and revised, and reviewed and revised again. 

Therefore, the writer needs to study hard and to practice much to develop their 

writing skill. 

Halliday in (Nunan 1991, p. 85) has pointed out that speech is no less 

structured or complex than writing. So, students are required to share 
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information in his writing clearly to make the readers understand their writing 

easily. To support the students’ ability in writing, the students must be able to 

construct ideas, to share information, to describe, to explain, to restate text, to 

inquire, to express attitudes, to persuade, to entertain, to argue, and to offer a 

more complex analysis in their writing. Besides, the students must understand 

what aspects involve in writing such as content, organization, vocabulary, 

language use, and mechanics and how to use these aspects in the correct form 

of writing.  

In order to accomplish the students’ needs on writing, Curriculum 

2013 provides writing as one of the language skills in English that should be 

taught and learned in Senior High School level. In addition, Islamic Senior 

High School Darul Hikmah Pekanbaru is one of the Educational Institutions 

that applies Curriculum 2013 as its guidance in teaching and learning process. 

The four language skills; listening, speaking, reading, and writing are mixed 

together in one provided lesson in English. In addition, English is taught twice 

a week with time duration about 45 minutes for each meeting. 

Teaching and learning English for high school students, especially for 

writing must be based on the curriculum which is used by that school. The aim 

of teaching writing is that, the students generally are expected to be able to 

write texts based on the genres of writing and particularly they are expected to 

know the basic theory of the genre texts that enables them to analyze the 

social function, text structure, and language feature of the text and the way of 

writing the texts based on the genres. 
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Based on the researcher’s preliminary observation at Islamic Senior 

High School Darul Hikmah Pekanbaru, the researcher found that the minimum 

passing grade of English subject at Islamic Senior High School Darul Hikmah 

Pekanbaru was 75, but there were few students’ achievement still far from 

passing grade. It can be proved by the researcher from the students’ ability in 

writing. The following are examples of students’ writing narrative paragraphs 

at tenth grade of Islamic Senior High School Darul Hikmah Pekanbaru: 
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From the students’ writing narrative paragraphs, it was shown that 

student A still faced problems or difficulties in delivering vocabulary correctly 

and writing English grammatically. While, students B also still faced 

difficulties in expressing their ideas in writing narrative paragraph, delivering 

vocabulary correctly and writing English grammatically. These are an 

indication that the students’ writing narrative paragraphs at the tenth grade of 

Senior High School Darul Hikmah Pekanbaru needs to be improved. 

Frankly, the basic competence for the tenth grade of Senior High 

School that should be achieved in the writing English subject was that the 

students had ability to analyze social function, text structure, and language 

feature of the narrative text like write a simple legend, according to context 

use. They could use grammar, punctuation, spelling, and organization. But in 

fact, writing was not easy for students, especially for students where English 

was learned as a foreign language because was not used in daily 

communication. The students have known the definition, purpose and example 

of the texts, but they still got difficulties to write into written forms.  As a 

result, writing of the students was still low. Based on the researcher’s 

observation at Islamic Senior High School Darul Hikmah Pekanbaru, there 

were some various things that happened to the students’ ability in writing 

narrative paragraph and the phenomena as follows: 

1. Some of the students were not able to develop their ideas in writing 

narrative paragraph. 
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2. Some of the students were not able to determine the structure organization 

of narrative paragraph. 

3. Some of the students were not able to choose the appropriate words in 

making narrative paragraph.  

4. Some of the students had lack of vocabulary in writing narrative paragraph. 

5. Some of the students were not able to write narrative paragraph in suitable 

tense. 

To solve students problems in writing narrative paragraph needs an 

appropriate strategy, technique, or even activity. Actually, there is a strategy 

that can help students to improve their writing which is called Action-

Feelings-Setting strategy. According to Steve Peha (2003, p. 3) Action-

Feelings-Setting strategy is a strategy for making a good narrative paragraph 

which is an effective detail.  

Based on the explanation above, thus, the researcher is interested in 

investigating a research project entitled: “The Effect of Using Action-

Feelings-Setting Strategy on Students’ Ability in Writing Narrative 

Paragraph at Islamic Senior High School Darul Hikmah Pekanbaru”.  

 

B. The Problem of the Research  

1. Identification of the Problem 

Based on the background and the phenomena above, the problems of 

this research are identified as follows: 
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a. Why were some of students not able to develop their ideas in writing 

narrative paragraph? 

b. Why were some of the students not able to determine the structure 

organization of narrative paragraph? 

c. Why were some of the students not able to choose the appropriate 

words in making narrative paragraph? 

d.  Why did some of the students have lack of vocabulary in writing 

narrative paragraph? 

e. Why were some of the students not able to write narrative paragraph 

in suitable tense? 

2. Limitation of the Problem 

In line with the identification of the problems stated above, thus, the 

researcher needs to limit and focus the problems of this research on the 

students’ ability in writing narrative paragraph that refers to content, structure 

organization of narrative paragraph (orientation, complication, and resolution), 

vocabulary, language use, and mechanics. 

3. Formulation of the Problem 

Based on the problems limited above, the problems are formulated into 

the following major and minor research questions. 

The Major research questions are:  

a. Is there any significant difference between the students’ ability in writing 

narrative paragraph without being taught and taught by using Action-
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Feelings-Setting Strategy at Islamic Senior High School Darul Hikmah 

Pekanbaru? 

b. Is there any significant effect on the students’ ability in writing narrative 

paragraph of using Action-Feelings-Setting Strategy at Islamic Senior 

High School Darul Hikmah Pekanbaru? 

The Minor research questions are:  

c. How is the students’ ability in writing narrative paragraph taught without 

using Action-Feelings-Setting Strategy at Islamic Senior High School 

Darul Hikmah Pekanbaru? 

d. How is the students’ ability in writing narrative paragraph taught by using 

Action-Feelings-Setting Strategy at Islamic Senior High School Darul 

Hikmah Pekanbaru? 

 

C. The Objective and Significance of the Research 

1. The Objectives of the Research 

a. To investigate whether there is a significant difference of students’ 

writing ability in narrative paragraph between without being taught and 

taught by using Action-Feelings-Setting Strategy at Islamic Senior 

High School Darul Hikmah Pekanbaru. 

b. To investigate whether there is a significant effect of using Action-

Feelings-Setting Strategy on students’ writing ability in narrative 

paragraph at Islamic Senior High School Darul Hikmah Pekanbaru. 
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c. To investigate the students’ writing ability in narrative paragraph 

without being taught by using Action-Feelings-Setting Strategy at 

Islamic Senior High School Darul Hikmah Pekanbaru. 

d. To investigate the students’ writing ability in narrative paragraph taught 

by using Action-Feelings-Setting Strategy at Islamic Senior High 

School Darul Hikmah Pekanbaru. 

 

2. The Significance of the Research 

Related to the objectives of the research above, the significance of the 

research is as follows: 

a. Hopefully this research finding is able to benefit the researcher, 

especially in learning how to conduct a research. 

b. These research finding are also useful and valuable, especially for 

students and teachers of English at Islamic Senior High School Darul 

Hikmah Pekanbaru to be considerations in their teaching and learning 

process in the future. 

c. Besides, these research finding are also expected to be positive and 

valuable information, especially for those who are concerned with the 

field of teaching and learning English as a foreign language and those 

who are concerned with the field of teaching in general. 

d. Finally, these research finding are also expected to be practical and 

theoretical information to development of the theories in language 

teaching. 
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D. The Reasons for Choosing the Title 

There are some reasons why the researcher is interested in conducting 

this research: 

1. This research is relevant to the researcher status as an English student 

of English Education Department of State Islamic University Sultan 

Syarif Kasim Riau. 

2. This research is very important to be discussed and it will be valuable 

contributions for the writer particularly and for the teachers of English 

generally to be recognized and applied to the students in teaching 

writing. 

3. The title of this research is not yet investigated by other previous 

researchers. 

4. The location of this research facilities the researcher in conducting the 

research.  

 

E. Definition of Key Terms 

The researcher used some specific terms in this study. In order to avoid 

misunderstanding and misinterpretation, the researcher provides the definition 

of all the terms used in this study. They are as follows: 

1. Effect  

According to Jack C. Richards (2010, p. 190) effect is a measure of the 

strength of one variable’s effect on another or the relationship between two or 

more variables. In this research, the term of effect is defined as the result of 
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teaching writing by using Action-Feelings-Setting strategy to improve 

students’ ability in writing narrative paragraph at the tenth grade of Islamic 

Senior High School Darul Hikmah Pekanbaru.  

2. Action-Feelings-Setting Strategy 

Action-Feelings-Setting strategy is one of the teaching and learning 

strategies that improve students’ ability in writing narrative paragraph. Steve 

Peha (2003, p. 3) stated that a great tool for helping writers describe a scene in 

narrative with effective detail and makes a great introduction to paragraph, so 

the best way to help writers makes effective detail is with Action-Feelings-

Setting Strategy. Action-Feeling-Setting strategy helps and guides the students 

to explain something in their confusion of the issue to be written in a good 

writing. 

Action-Feelings-Setting strategy is a strategy to write narrative 

paragraph which students begin to write about a new scene in a fiction or non-

fiction narrative, it makes sure the readers get three types of information, 

firstly the readers need the action, then have interesting feelings, and the last 

information about where and when the things happen.  

Action-Feelings-Setting strategy in this research means that a strategy 

used by the researcher to teach students how to make a good narrative 

paragraph at the tenth grade of Islamic Senior High School Darul Hikmah 

Pekanbaru. 
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3. Writing Ability 

According to Reid (1993, p. 28) writing ability is the skill to express 

ideas, thoughts, and feelings to other people in written symbols to make other 

people or readers understand the ideas conveyed. In writing we could express 

our feelings or inform something to someone without speaking. It means that 

the communication is not only done by oral but also written form.  In this 

research, writing ability refers to students’ ability in writing narrative 

paragraph at the tenth grade of Islamic Senior High School Darul Hikmah 

Pekanbaru. 

4. Narrative paragraph  

According to Oshima (2007, p. 23) narrative is the paragraph about 

events in order that they happened. In other words, you use time order to 

organize your sentences. The purpose of narrative paragraph is to amuse or 

entertain the readers with actual or imaginary experiences in difference ways. 

The basic generic structures of narrative paragraph are orientation, 

complication, and resolution. While the two generic structures left, evaluation 

and reorientation, are optional. Narrative paragraph may consist of a fictive 

story or real-life experiences. In this research, students as writers write their 

own narrative paragraphs taught or without being taught by using Action-

Feelings-Setting strategy at the tenth grade of Islamic Senior High School 

Darul Hikmah Pekanbaru. 


