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CHAPTER I 

INTRODUCTION 

 

A. Background of the Problem 

Reading is one of the language skills that should be mastered by 

students. Through reading students can understand what the writer said. 

Nunan (2003, p.68) states that reading is a fluent process of reader 

combination of word recognition; intellect and emotion interrelated with 

prior knowledge to understand the message communicated. Reading is 

now an important way to access information. So, reading is important in 

real life. In order to meet students’ need of such useful reading, students 

need to have an ability to find, analyze, understand, and interpret ideas 

which is called comprehension.  

Reading comprehension is the process of constructing meaning by 

coordinating a number of complex processes that include word reading, 

word and world knowledge, and fluency ( Klingers, 2007, p.2). So, in 

reading comprehension, students not only read the text, but they have to 

analyze the text to get information and meaning. 

Considering the importance of English, the government of 

Indonesia has decided that English is the first foreign language and put it 

in the school curriculum. It becomes a compulsory subject, which is taught 

from the Elementary School up to the university. There are four skills of 

English: reading, listening, speaking, and writing. SMAN 1 Kampar is one 

of the formal institution in Kampar. As a formal institution, this school 
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teaches English subject to the students. This school is one of the schools 

that uses School-Based Curriculum (SBC) in teaching learning process. 

English is taught twice a week for each meeting 90 minutes (90 minutes x 

2 meetings a week). So, this subject is taught 180 minutes for a week.  

Standard competence of reading is Responding the meaning and 

rhetorical stages of essays using a variety of written language accurately, 

fluently and acceptable in the context of daily life and to access the 

knowledge in the form of a narrative, spoof, and hortatory exposition. In 

this research, the researcher focuses on narrative text. 

Based on preliminary research at SMAN 1 Kampar, it was so clear 

that some of the students got difficulties in English subject, especially in 

reading skill. Their ability in  reading comprehension was far from the 

expectation of the curriculum. The researcher can prove it from the passing 

grade of the school. The passing grade of this school in reading is 75.  

Based on the description above, not all of the students were 

interested in reading. They found difficulties in comprehending the text 

they read. Most of them only read the text but they did not understand 

what they read. The students were able to read well, but they could not get 

the meaning, identify specific information, infer main idea of paragraph 

and infer communictive purpose of the text.  

Therefore, researcher applied a suitable technique in teaching 

reading. The technique is Numbered Heads Together (NHT). Numbered 

Heads Together is developed  by Spencer Kagan (1995). It is a simple 
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technique that can be utilized repeatedly with a variety of curriculum 

materials and be applied to almost all subject areas, to every grade level, 

and in any places in a lesson (Olsen & Kagan as quoted by Yeh, 2004). 

NHT technique is one of the cooperative techniques that can be applied for 

an ESL/EFL reading activity (Kagan in Richard and Renandya, 2002). 

According to researcher’s observation at SMA N 1 Kampar, 

especially at the second year, the researcher found some of phenomena of 

the student’s difficulties in reading comprehension. The phenomena are as 

follows: 

1. Some of the students had low interest in reading text. 

2. Some of the students were not able to identify the topic of narrative 

text. 

3. Some of the students were not able to identify the meaning of the 

word of narrative text. 

4. Some of the students were not able to identify specific information 

of narrative text. 

5. Some of the students were not able to identify the generic stucture 

of narrative text. 

6. Some of the students were not able to identify the communicative 

purpose of narrative text. 

Based on the problems described above, it was necessarry for 

researcher to conduct a research project entitled: “The Effect of Using 
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Numbered Heads Together (NHT) Technique on Students’ Reading 

Comprehension at The Second Year of SMAN 1 Kampar” 

B. Problem 

1. Identification of the Problem 

Based on the researcher’s preliminary study at SMAN 1 Kampar, it 

was clear that most of the second year students got difficult test, 

especially in term of reading narrative text. 

To make the problems of the research clear, thus, the problems 

were identified as follows: 

a) Why did some of the students have low interest in reading text? 

b) Why were some of the students not able to identify the topic of 

narrative text? 

c) Why were some of the students not able to identify the meaning of 

the word of narrative text? 

d) Why were some of the students not able to identify specific 

information of narrative text? 

e) Why were some of the students not able to identify the generic 

stucture of narrative text? 

f) Why were some of the students not able to identify the 

communicative purpose of narrative text? 
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2. Limitation of the Problem 

In relation to the identification of the problem stated above, 

therefore, the reseacher needs to limit the problems of the research to 

students’ reading comprehension of narrative text at SMAN 1 Kampar, 

specifically how to identify the meaning of the word of narrative text, 

identify the specific information of narrative text, identify the generic 

structure of narrative text, and identify the communicative purpose of 

narrative text. 

3. Formulation of the problem 

Based on the limitation of the problem stated above, thus, the 

research questions are formulated in the following questions: 

a) How is students’ reading comprehension of narrative text taught 

without using Numbered Heads Together (NHT) technique at State 

Senior High School 1 Kampar? 

b) How is students’ reading comprehension of narrative text taught 

by using Numbered Heads Together (NHT) technique at State 

Senior High School 1 Kampar ? 

c) Is there any significant difference between on students’ reading 

comprehension of narrative text taught without and by using 

Numbered Heads Together (NHT) technique at State Senior High 

School 1 Kampar? 
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d) Is there any significant effect of using Numbered Heads Together 

(NHT) technique on students’ reading comprehension of narrative 

text at State Senior High School 1 Kampar? 

C. Objective and Significance of the Research 

1. Objective of the Research 

a) To know students’ reading comprehension of narrative text taught 

without using Numbered Heads Together (NHT) technique at State 

Senior High School 1 Kampar. 

b) To know students’ reading comprehension of narrative text taught 

by using Numbered Heads Together (NHT) technique at State 

Senior High School 1 Kampar. 

c) To know wether there is or not a significant difference between 

taught without and by using Numbered Heads Together (NHT) 

technique on students’ reading comprehension of narrative text at 

State Senior High School 1 Kampar. 

d) To know whether there is or not a significant effect of using 

Numbered Heads Together (NHT) technique on students’ reading 

comprehension of narrative text at State Senior High School 1 

Kampar. 

2. Significance of the Research 

a) Hopefully, this research finding is able to benefit the researcher as 

a novice researcher, especially in learning how to conduct a 

research. 



7 
 

b) These research findings are expected to be useful and valuable for 

both teacher of English and the second year students of State 

Senior High School 1 Kampar to be consideration in their teaching 

and learning process in the future. 

c) Besides, these research findings are also expected to be positive 

and valuable information, especially for those who are concerned 

in the field of teaching and learning English as a foreign language. 

d) Finally, these research findings are also expected to be practical 

and theoretical information to the development of the theories of 

language teaching. 

 

D. Reasons for Choosing the Title 

There are some reasons why the researcher is interested in carrying 

out this research: 

1. The title of this research is relevant to the researcher’s status as a 

student of English Education. 

2. The researcher is very interested in carrying out this research in order 

to know the effect of using numbered heads together technique on 

students’ reading comprehension at the second year students of SMA 

N 1 Kampar. 

3. The location of the research facilitates the researcher for conducting 

the research. 
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E. Definition of the Term 

1. Effect 

Effect is a measure of the strength of one variable’s effect on 

another or the relationship between two or more variables (Jack 

Richard, 2010, p.190). So, the definition of effect in this research is 

defined as the effect of using Numbered Heads Together (NHT) 

technique on students’ reading comprehension at the second year of 

State Senior High School 1 Kamapr. 

2. Numbered Heads Together Technique 

Kagan (1994) defines Numbered Heads Together (NHT) technique 

as a cooperative learning that holds each student accountable for 

learning the material. 

Numbered Heads Together technique in this research is  a 

technique that was used by researcher to know its effect on students’ 

comprehension in reading narrative paragraph. 

3. Reading Comprehension 

Reading comprehension is the process of simultaneously extracting 

and constructing meaning through interaction and involvement with 

written language (Catherine, 2002, p.11). 

In this research, this term means the comprehension of students to 

read narrative text, specifically how to identify the meaning of the 

word, identify specific information, identify generic structure, and 

identify the communicative purpose of the text. 
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4. Narrative Text 

Narrative text is an imaginative story to entertain people. 

According to Oshima and Hougue (2007:27), Narrative text is the 

paragraph about events in order that they happened. In other words, 

you use time order to organize your sentences. It includes any type of 

writing that relates series of events and includes both fiction (novel, 

short stories, poems) and nonfiction (memoirs, biographies, new 

stories). Components of the narrative text are orientation, 

complication and resolution. 

 

 

 


